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Statement on Senate Passage of the 
‘‘Unborn Victims of Violence Act’’
March 25, 2004

I applaud the Senate for passing the ‘‘Un-
born Victims of Violence Act’’ today by a 
strong bipartisan vote. We must continue to 
build a culture of life in our country, a com-
passionate society in which every child is wel-
comed in life and protected by law. 

Pregnant women who have been harmed 
by violence, and their families, know that 
there are two victims—the mother and the 
unborn child—and both victims should be 
protected by Federal law. 

I look forward to signing this important 
legislation into law.

Statement on House of 
Representatives Passage of Budget 
Legislation 
March 25, 2004

I commend the House for passing a re-
sponsible budget that advances our three 
highest priorities: defending America, win-
ning the war on terror, and promoting growth 
and job creation, while cutting the deficit in 
half within 5 years. I am also pleased that 
this moves us closer to making the tax relief 
for America’s workers and families perma-
nent. 

I urge the House and Senate to reach 
agreement quickly and pass a budget based 
on my principles of funding what’s necessary 
to protect America and keep our economy 
growing, while restraining spending else-
where.

Proclamation 7764—Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and 
American Democracy, 2004
March 25, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The love of liberty that helped shape our 

Constitution has deep roots in the spirit of 

ancient Greece. As we observe Greek Inde-
pendence Day, we celebrate the timeless 
democratic principles that all freedom-loving 
people cherish. 

To continue to strengthen and spread lib-
erty around the world, the values and tradi-
tions of democracy must be passed on to each 
new generation. In 1821, our Nation sup-
ported the cause of Greek independence 
when the brave men and women of Greece 
began their long struggle for liberty. This 
struggle continued through the end of World 
War II. On the anniversary of the Greek 
Declaration of Independence, we honor the 
courage of these proud patriots and celebrate 
our nations’ shared commitment to democ-
racy. 

Today, Greece and America are strong al-
lies and strategic partners in the great strug-
gles for liberty and the global war on terror. 
We are working together to bring a fair and 
lasting settlement to Cyprus. We look for-
ward to a future of continued friendship and 
collaboration between our two great nations 
as we advance peace and democracy in the 
world. 

In celebrating Greek Independence Day, 
we are also grateful for the many ways Greek 
Americans have enriched our communities 
and strengthened our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2004, 
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day 
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:38 a.m., March 26, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 29.
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Boston, Massachusetts 
March 25, 2004

Thank you all very much for coming. 
Thank you. Thank you all. Thanks for the 
warm welcome. It’s great to be back in Bos-
ton. Thank you. [Laughter] I spent some 
quality time here in the seventies—[laugh-
ter]—mostly in the library at Harvard, of 
course. [Laughter] Well, I spent some quality 
time here. 

I really appreciate the traditions here in 
Massachusetts. Last weekend I had the 
honor of participating in one of the city’s fin-
est traditions. It was the annual Saint Pat-
rick’s Day breakfast in South Boston. I called 
in. The good Senator took my call. Actually, 
he took Andy Card’s call, a great Massachu-
setts citizen. And Andy handed me the 
phone. When I called in, I had the feeling 
they were going to ask me about a Massachu-
setts politician who had his eye on the White 
House, so I addressed the issue as directly 
as possible. I told Mitt the job was filled until 
2008. 

I’m proud of the job this good man is doing 
as Governor of this great State. Mitt Romney 
is a great Governor. And like me, he married 
very well. [Laughter] I’m proud Ann is here 
with us tonight. Ann, thank you for coming. 

And I’m sorry Laura is not here. She is 
a fabulous First Lady. She is a great wife. 
She’s visiting her mom in Midland, Texas. 
Like me, we put our faith in families first, 
above all. And she is—[applause]. 

I appreciate my friend Ambassador Dick 
Egan, for helping make this an incredibly 
successful fundraiser. The country called, 
and he responded as the Ambassador to Ire-
land. He did a fine job on behalf of the citi-
zens of this country. Dick, thank you for your 
service. 

And my old buddy, the former Governor 
of Massachusetts, Bill Weld is here tonight. 
I appreciate you coming, Governor. I want 
to thank all the State officials who are here 
and local officials who are here. I see the 
high sheriff and others here today. I want 
to thank my friend Joe O’Donnell for renting 
a tie for tonight. [Laughter] I appreciate so 
very much Mercer Reynolds, who is the na-
tional finance chairman for my campaign, for 

taking time out to make sure that we’re able 
to get our message out all across our country. 

I want to thank all the people who have 
worked so hard to really do a fantastic job, 
when you think about it. We’ve come to Bos-
ton, Massachusetts—some people would 
think that we wouldn’t have much support 
here. But they’re wrong. We’ve got a lot of 
support in this city. 

I want to thank Darrell Crate, who is the 
chairman of the Massachusetts Republican 
Party, for being here. And I want to thank 
all the grassroots activists who are here. No-
body should take any State for granted in 
2004. 

The Vice President and I are counting on 
you. We want your help. We want you out 
there turning those voters out. Speaking 
about the Vice President, I made a really 
good pick when I asked Dick Cheney to be 
the Vice President of the United States. One 
time, giving a speech in front of Mother and 
Dad, I said, ‘‘Dick Cheney is the finest Vice 
President our country has ever had.’’ Mother 
said, ‘‘Wait a minute.’’ [Laughter] But he’s 
doing a great job. [Laughter] 

I’ve had the opportunity to observe the 
two United States Senators from this State. 
Your senior Senator, Ted Kennedy, is a very 
effective legislator. In Washington, he’s 
known as the conservative Senator from Mas-
sachusetts. [Laughter] Your other Senator, 
my opponent, is an experienced Senator. 
He’s built up quite a record. My opponent 
has been in Washington long enough to take 
both sides on just about every issue. [Laugh-
ter] He voted for the PATRIOT Act, for 
NAFTA, for the No Child Left Behind Act, 
and for the use of force in Iraq. Now he op-
poses the PATRIOT Act, NAFTA, the No 
Child Left Behind Act, and the liberation of 
Iraq. My opponent clearly feels very strongly 
about each of these issues. [Laughter] 

In order to lead this country, you have to 
be consistent and clear. Someone asked Sen-
ator Kerry why he voted against the $87-bil-
lion funding bill to help our troops in Iraq. 
Here’s what he said: ‘‘I actually did vote for 
the 87 billion, before I voted against it’’ 
—[laughter]—end of quote. [Laughter] That 
sure clears things up, doesn’t it? [Laughter] 

VerDate jul 14 2003 22:00 Mar 29, 2004 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P13MRT4.026 P13MRT4


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T08:48:14-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




