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Week Ending Friday, April 30, 2004

Remarks at a Victory 2004 Reception 
in Coral Gables, Florida 
April 23, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Thank you. Vamos a 

ganar. Thank you all for coming. For those 
who don’t speak Spanish, that says: We’re 
going to win. And one reason why is because 
we’ve got such great support here in south 
Florida. 

I’m honored you all came out today. I can’t 
tell you how grateful I am to see the grass-
roots so excited. [Laughter] 

I picked a pretty good man to be the chair-
man of the State of Florida for my campaign. 
I consulted with my mother. [Laughter] I 
said, ‘‘Who do you think would be the best 
man to carry the Bush banner here in Flor-
ida?’’ She said, ‘‘Why don’t you turn to the 
Governor?’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay.’’ 
You’ve got a great Governor in the State of 
Florida. He’s a good man. He really makes 
us proud. 

We had a great day today on the west coast 
of Florida. I was talking about how to in-
crease the wetlands so that our environment 
is stronger. I reminded Jeb that when I make 
a promise, I meant it. When I said, ‘‘There’s 
not going to be any drilling offshore of Flor-
ida,’’ I meant what I said. 

I want to thank my friend Armando 
Codina for his leadership. He’s been a long-
time friend, and I thank him for convincing 
you all to support this candidacy and this 
campaign. I want to thank my friend Al Hoff-
man and Al Cardenas. 

Today I’ve been spending some quality 
time with a Member of the United States 
Congress, Mario Diaz-Balart. Adonde esta, 
Mario? Adonde esta? Thank you, Mario. I’m 
glad you brought your brother, Lincoln, here 
today too. Thank you, Lincoln. There’s Lin-
coln back there. And Ileana is with us today. 

Adonde esta, Ileana? Ahi. Stand up, Ileana. 
[Laughter] 

These three Members of the Congress are 
strong and steadfast. They’re great Members 
of the United States House of Representa-
tives. They care deeply for our country. They 
care deeply for a free Cuba. They’ve been 
strong supporters, and I’m proud to call them 
friends. 

I’m sorry that the First Lady isn’t traveling 
with me today. 

Audience members. Aw-w-w! 
The President. No, I know it—I know it. 

She’s campaigning in Tennessee. Tennessee 
got the better deal. [Laughter] 

But I’m really proud of Laura. She is a 
fabulous wife, a wonderful mother, and a 
great First Lady for our country. 

I’m looking forward to the campaign. I 
really am. I look forward to bringing our mes-
sage to the American people. It’s a positive 
message. It’s a hopeful message. It is an opti-
mistic message of what I believe is possible. 
I will campaign and present a vision to the 
American people as to how to win the war 
on terror and how to continue to spread free-
dom and peace throughout the world. 

I will continue to campaign on a positive 
vision to make sure that we expand prosperity 
to all corners of our country so every single 
citizen has the chance to realize the great 
American Dream. I’m looking forward to the 
campaign. There’s no doubt in my mind we 
will carry Florida, and we will win on Novem-
ber the 2d. 

I put together a great administration to 
serve the American people, people from all 
walks of life, men and women who care deep-
ly about the future of our Nation. And thank-
fully, I have put together a good administra-
tion, because we have been tested. We’ve 
shown the American people that we know 
how to lead. 

Once you remember the history of the last 
3 years—when we came to office, this coun-
try was headed into a recession; the stock 
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market had begun to decline. But we acted. 
We passed historic tax relief. We let people 
keep more of their own money, and as a re-
sult, the economy is strong, and it is growing 
stronger. 

When we came into office, we had to con-
front corporate citizens who did not tell the 
truth to their shareholders and their employ-
ees. It was a problem for our Nation, but 
we acted. We passed tough laws. And now 
it is abundantly clear that we will not tolerate 
dishonesty in the boardrooms of America. 

When we came to office, when Dick Che-
ney and I came to office—Dick Cheney is 
the greatest Vice President our country has 
ever had. Mother heard me say that one time 
and she said, ‘‘Wait a minute, buster.’’ 
[Laughter] But when we came to office, our 
military was growing dispirited. It wasn’t re-
ceiving the resources it needed. So we 
strengthened our defense budget, and today, 
no one can question the skill and the strength 
and the spirit of the United States military. 

And we were attacked on that September 
day in 2001. The enemy hit us. They hit us 
because of what we love. See, we love free-
dom. They hate freedom. The enemy came 
to our shore. They declared war on the 
United States of America that day, and war 
is what they got. We’ve been on the offensive 
against this enemy. We’re chasing them 
down one at a time to bring them to justice. 
We will use every resource at our disposal 
to protect America. And once again, this Na-
tion is proud to lead the armies of liberation. 
Fifty million people are now free, thanks to 
the United States of America and our coali-
tion. 

I have made it clear where I stand. I have 
spoken clearly to the American people and 
to the world. And when I say something, I 
mean it. And that’s important for a leader. 
It’s also important for a leader to understand 
the responsibilities of leadership. My job is 
to confront problems, not to pass them on 
to future Presidents and future generations. 

I’m looking forward to the campaign. I’m 
looking forward to it. I’m running against a 
fellow who has been in Congress a long, long 
time, so long that he’s taken just about both 
positions possible on every issue. [Laughter] 
He was for the PATRIOT Act. He was for 
the No Child Left Behind Act. He was for 

NAFTA. He was for the use of force in Iraq. 
Now he’s against the PATRIOT Act. He’s 
against NAFTA. He’s against the No Child 
Left Behind Act. He was against my decision 
in Iraq. He’s been on both sides of just about 
every issue. If there was a third side possible, 
he’d take it. [Laughter] 

Not only have we confronted problems; we 
have delivered. We’ve delivered results for 
the American people. This economy of ours 
is growing stronger every day—every single 
day. Think about what we’ve overcome. 
We’ve overcome attacks. We’ve overcome 
war. We’ve overcome scandal. We’ve over-
come recession. Yet I can tell you, the econ-
omy is strengthening. GDP growth is strong. 
Manufacturing activity is up. Homeowner-
ship is at the highest rate ever in American 
history. More minorities own a home today 
than ever before, and that is positive news 
for America. 

Our economy is adding new jobs now. Re-
member, we had 308,000 job increase in 
March; 750,000 jobs since last August. Peo-
ple are finding work. Things are getting bet-
ter. We acted, and as a result, this economy 
is improving. That’s good news. That’s real 
good news. 

But there’s more to do. One of the things 
that’s important for a person running for of-
fice is to constantly talk about what we intend 
to do. See, I’ve got a vision to make sure 
our prosperity is lasting prosperity. We’ve got 
to make sure we’re a nation that doesn’t wall 
us off from the rest of the world. We must 
reject economic isolationism. We must open 
up markets for U.S. products. Listen, if 
you’re good at something, you want to be 
selling things in the world. For the sake of 
job creation and lasting priority and pros-
perity, I will work to open up markets for 
U.S. goods so people can find work right here 
at home. 

In order to make sure we have lasting pros-
perity, we’ve got to have a legal system that 
is fair. There’s too many junk and frivolous 
lawsuits that penalize small-business owners 
here in America. We need tort reform. In 
order to make sure that we have lasting pros-
perity, we’ve got to do something about 
health care, the cost of health care. What I 
will not do is allow the Federal Government 
to run the health care system of America. 
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I’m for—I strongly support health savings 
accounts to empower consumers in America. 
I’m for association health care plans to allow 
small businesses to pool risk, so they can bet-
ter afford insurance for their employees. And 
we need medical liability reform at the Fed-
eral Government. 

We need an energy plan. We need more 
energy in this country, and we can do so with-
out drilling off the coast of Florida. We’re 
too dependent on foreign sources of energy. 
We need to encourage conservation. We 
need new technologies to make us less de-
pendent. But one thing is for certain, we 
need to use the resources that are at our dis-
posal so that we’re not dependent on foreign 
sources of energy. For us to have lasting 
prosperity, the Congress needs to get me an 
energy bill to my desk this year. 

In order to make sure we have lasting pros-
perity, we better make sure our folks are edu-
cated. There’s all kinds of new jobs being 
created, and sometimes the skill sets of our 
workers don’t match those jobs. Good edu-
cation, by the way, starts in the early grades. 

I passed the No Child Left Behind Act. 
It’s a strong piece of legislation. It says that 
every child can learn; every child has the po-
tential to learn. We’re going to stop this busi-
ness about just shuffling our children 
through the schools. You see, what happens 
is, if you just give up on kids, like oftentimes 
happens, you wake up at the end and people 
can’t read and write and add. You can’t be 
a country with lasting prosperity unless every 
child learns to read and write and add and 
subtract. In return for Federal money, we’re 
now insisting that States measure. See, we 
want to know. We want to know if a child 
can read and write, and if they can’t, they’re 
going to get extra help early. The No Child 
Left Behind Act is an important part of mak-
ing sure this country is literate and strong. 

And as our economy grows and changes, 
we better make sure that our workers are 
reeducated. I put out what we call the Jobs 
for the 21st Century plan, which utilizes 
community colleges more actively. It says to 
the community colleges, ‘‘Here’s some Fed-
eral help so you can train people for jobs 
which actually exist.’’ Technology is changing 
our world. We’d better make sure our work-
ers have the skills to fill the jobs of the 21st 

century. If we want to have lasting prosperity, 
we’ve got to have an education system that 
works, an education system that enables our 
workers to fill the jobs that are being created 
here in our country. 

In order to make sure we have lasting pros-
perity, we need certainty in the Tax Code. 
Listen, we did good work on the tax relief 
package. We increased the child credit. If 
you’ve got a family, we made it easier for 
you to raise the family. We reduced the mar-
riage penalty. What kind of Tax Code is it 
that penalizes marriage? [Laughter] We’re 
not interested in penalizing marriage in 
America. We’re interested in encouraging 
marriage in America. 

If you paid taxes, you ought to get relief. 
Instead of trying to pick or choose winners, 
if you pay taxes, you get relief. The tax relief 
we passed helped our small businesses all 
across America. It was an incredibly impor-
tant part of the vitality of our economy, be-
cause most new jobs are created by small 
businesses and entrepreneurs. No, the tax re-
lief we passed came at the right time. It’s 
working, and in order to make sure we have 
lasting prosperity, we need to make the tax 
relief permanent. 

And finally, in order to make sure we have 
lasting prosperity, the Federal Government 
has got to be wise about how we spend your 
money. See, it’s your money, not the Govern-
ment’s money. We’ve got to be wise about 
how we spend it. We need fiscal discipline 
in Washington, DC. We need to be willing 
to set priorities and meet those priorities. 

The problem in the campaign, of course, 
is that the tendency is to overpromise. My 
opponent has done a good job of that. He’s 
already promised over a trillion dollars of 
new spending. See, the temptation is to get 
in front of audiences and promise here and 
promise there. I’ve submitted a budget which 
cuts the deficit in half over 5 years. He’s 
begun to make those promises. There’s no 
audience that he’s not willing to make a 
promise in front of. 

But we’re adding up the money. There’s 
over a trillion dollars, and he says he’s going 
to pay for it by taxing the rich. The problem 
is, there’s not enough money in taxing the 
rich to pay for the promises. You know what 
it means he’s going to do? He’s going to tax 
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everybody in America. The good news is, 
we’re not going to let him, because I’m going 
to win in November. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. There are big differences 
in foreign policy, during the foreign policy 
debates. I’ve got a clear vision as to how to 
protect America and to spread freedom and 
peace throughout the world. We’re still at 
war—we’re still at war. It’s important for the 
President to understand the stakes. I under-
stand the enemy. They’re ruthless. They’re 
coldblooded. They’re trying to frighten us. 
They’re trying to shake our will. This country 
must be determined, must be strong, and 
never relent to the killers. 

I will use all the tools at my disposal to 
protect America. We’ll work with other na-
tions to protect America. We’ll share intel-
ligence. We’ll use our great military. We’ll 
do everything we can. My most solemn duty 
is to protect America from the enemy. That’s 
why I created the Department of Homeland 
Security, to better share information, make 
sure our borders are better protected. The 
best way to protect America is to stay on the 
offensive, is to find them. There is no cave 
or hole deep enough to hide from justice of 
America. 

We’re making progress against Al Qaida. 
Two-thirds of the known leaders have been 
captured or killed, and we’ll get the rest of 
them with time. It’s a matter of time. It’s 
a matter of will and strength and determina-
tion and time. I’m telling you, we’ve got a 
fabulous military. For those of you who have 
got a loved one in the United States mili-
tary—for those of you with a loved one in 
the military, you tell them the Commander 
in Chief is incredibly proud of their service 
to our Nation. 

Right after September the 11th, I told the 
world that ‘‘if you harbor a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorist.’’ When the 
President says something, he better mean it. 
I meant it, and the Taliban found out what 
we meant. This was this barbaric crowd that 
was running in Afghanistan. They were pro-
viding safe haven for Al Qaida. They were 
providing training camps for Al Qaida. They 
not only did that, but they were incredibly 
repressive. Young girls were not able to go 

to school in Afghanistan, but thanks to the 
United States and our coalition, not only is 
America more secure, not only is the world 
more secure, but young girls now go to 
school, many of them for the first time in 
their life. 

Another lesson of September the 11th is 
that when we see a threat overseas, we must 
take it seriously. When we see a gathering 
threat, we can no longer hope oceans protect 
us from harm’s way. I looked at the intel-
ligence and saw a threat in Iraq. The United 
States Congress looked at the same intel-
ligence, and they saw a threat in Iraq. The 
United Nations Security Council looked at 
the intelligence, and it saw a threat in Iraq. 

I took the threat seriously as your Presi-
dent. I knew the world had changed after 
September the 11th. I took the threat seri-
ously because I remembered the facts—not 
only the intelligence said something, but Sad-
dam Hussein used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on his own people. Saddam Hussein in-
vaded countries in his neighborhood. Sad-
dam Hussein paid suiciders to kill Israelis. 
Saddam Hussein had ties to terrorist organi-
zations. I took the threat seriously and went 
to the United Nations Security Council. 

I said to the United Nations Security 
Council, ‘‘For nearly a decade, you have said 
to Saddam Hussein to disarm, and now is 
the time for your words to mean something. 
But if you won’t disarm him, we will lead 
a coalition to do so.’’ The United Nations Se-
curity Council, if you remember, acted. On 
a 15 to nothing vote, they sent this clear mes-
sage to Saddam Hussein, ‘‘Disarm, or face 
serious consequences.’’ Saddam Hussein, 
once again, decided to deceive the world. So 
I was presented with a choice: Either trust 
the word of a madman or defend America. 
Given that choice, I will defend America 
every time. 

My opponent voted for the use of force 
in Iraq. He just didn’t support my decision 
to get rid of Saddam Hussein. Perhaps he 
was hoping that Saddam would lose the next 
election. [Laughter] 

We acted. We acted, and there are no 
longer mass graves and torture rooms and 
rape rooms in Iraq. We acted. Because we 
acted, Libya got the message and have now 
voluntarily decided to disarm. Because we 
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acted, freedom is rising in the heart of the 
Middle East. Because we acted, the world 
is more peaceful and America is more secure. 

There is a debate going on about when 
the President must take action to defend 
America. Listen, we’ll build coalitions, and 
we have. There’s over 30 nations in Iraq 
helping us now. We’ve got nations in Afghan-
istan helping us. We’re working closely with 
our friends and allies who understand the 
stakes. 

But let me make this very clear to you: 
I will never allow leaders of other nations 
to determine the national security issues of 
America. We have tough work in Iraq. It’s 
been tough weeks for America. It’s been 
tough weeks for those who have got loved 
ones in the Iraq theater. And there’s a reason 
why, because we’re making progress toward 
freedom, and the enemies of freedom want 
to stop us. They want to shake our will. 
They’ll kill anybody in their way in order to 
try to get us to leave. 

But the stakes are too high for us to leave. 
This is an historic moment. You see, a free 
society will be a peaceful society. A free soci-
ety in the heart of the Middle East will begin 
to change the world for the better. No, 
they’re trying to shake our will, but America 
will never be run out of Iraq by a bunch 
of thugs and killers. 

We will keep our word to the Iraqi people. 
There are thousands in Iraq who long for 
freedom. See, freedom is not America’s gift 
to the world; freedom is the Almighty’s gift 
to each man and woman in this world. That’s 
what we believe. That’s what we hold dear 
here in America. That’s something we will 
never forfeit. And therefore, the United 
States and our brave troops and allies will 
continue on the offensive, continue imple-
menting our strategy, and we will win this 
essential battle in the war against the terror-
ists. 

We believe in freedom not only in Iraq, 
but we believe in freedom in our own neigh-
borhood. My foreign policy—I’ve got two 
words for my policy—two words for my for-
eign policy for Cuba: Cuba Libre!

Audience members. Viva Bush! Viva 
Bush! Viva Bush! 

The President. We will keep the pressure 
on the tyrant. We want the people of Cuba 

to hear this message loud and clear: We will 
make no concessions to tyranny; we believe 
strongly in freedom; we will insist upon their 
human rights, their God-given rights; we 
stand strongly with the freedom fighters and 
the island of Cuba. 

As well we believe in a democratic and 
free Haiti. Our quest for freedom is around 
the world. Good foreign policy is a foreign 
policy that insists upon freedom in our own 
neighborhood. Good foreign policy is a policy 
that insists upon freedom in parts of the 
world where there’s hatred and the lack of 
hope. That’s why I will continue to work, so 
long as I’m President, for a vision of peace 
based upon the cornerstone of free societies, 
and we will succeed. 

And finally, I will continue to work for a 
culture which says that each of us is respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. See, 
I want to help to change the culture from 
one that has said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go 
ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to a culture in 
which each of us understands we’re respon-
sible for what we do. 

See, if you’re a mother or a father, you’re 
responsible for loving your child with all your 
heart. That’s your responsibility. It is your 
most solemn and important responsibility to 
love your children. If you’re worried about 
the quality of the education in the commu-
nity in which you live, you’re responsible for 
doing something about it. Just don’t hope 
that Washington, DC, solves problems. Get 
involved with your schools here in Miami, 
Florida, and insist upon quality of education 
for each child. Support your teachers. If 
you’re in corporate America, if you’re a CEO, 
you’re responsible for telling the truth to 
your shareholders and your employees. 

And finally, in a responsibility era, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourselves. Lis-
ten, the strength of this country is the citizens 
of this country, the hearts and souls of the 
people. That’s the true strength of America. 
We’re a compassionate nation. We’re a de-
cent nation. We’re a nation of many people 
bound by freedom and a nation of many peo-
ple who care deeply about their neighbor. 

I met Donna Huck today when I got to 
the airport. She’s a volunteer. She’s a soul 
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who said, ‘‘What can I do to make my com-
munity a better place?’’ So she works at the 
Children’s Hospital here. She cares about 
children. She’s lending her love to help heal 
the broken heart of the sick. I call to you 
here in Miami, as I do around America, and 
say, ‘‘If you want to serve your Nation, feed 
the hungry, mentor children, provide shelter 
for the homeless, reach out to the lonely, and 
together, we can change America one heart, 
one conscience, one soul at a time.’’ No, the 
strength of this country is the great people 
of America, and it is my high honor to be 
the President of such a fantastic country. 

Thanks for coming. May God bless. Thank 
you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:31 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Al Hoffman, finance 
chairman, Republican National Committee; Al 
Cardenas, former chair, Republican Party of Flor-
ida; Representatives Lincoln Diaz-Balart and 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida; former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and President Fidel Cas-
tro of Cuba. This item was not received in time 
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7775—Jewish Heritage 
Week, 2004
April 23, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Jewish Heritage Week commemorates the 

rich history of the Jewish people and the 
many contributions Jewish Americans have 
made to our Nation. This year marks the 
350th anniversary of the first permanent Jew-
ish settlement in North America, in what is 
known today as New York. We honor the 
courage and perseverance of these Jewish 
immigrants and their descendants, and we 
celebrate their steadfast dedication to the 
ideals that make America strong. 

Through their stories of tragedy and sur-
vival, the Jewish people demonstrate their 
unyielding faith and share with us the impor-
tant truth that even in the face of terrible 
tragedy, hope endures. Many Jews came to 
America in search of a land of freedom and 
opportunity, and we must work to preserve 

their stories for future generations. The les-
sons of these stories are timeless and help 
guide us through the challenges ahead. 

Over the past three and a half centuries, 
Jewish Americans have helped shape the his-
tory and culture of our Nation. As scientists, 
physicians, social workers, educators, artists, 
businessmen, and in many other professions, 
Jewish citizens have contributed to the 
strength of our country. Their commitment 
to religious freedom, respect for diversity, 
and belief in democracy have enriched our 
society and helped make America a better 
place for all. During this historic time, we 
are particularly grateful for the many Jewish 
Americans who serve in our military. Their 
efforts help advance the cause of freedom 
and provide hope for people around the 
world. 

As we observe Jewish Heritage Week, we 
remember the proud legacy and determina-
tion of the Jewish people and their strong 
dedication to faith, family, and service. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 through 
May 2, 2004, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this week with 
appropriate programs and activities that 
highlight and honor the contributions Jewish 
Americans have made to our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:27 a.m., April 26, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 24, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 27.

The President’s Radio Address 
April 24, 2004

Good morning. This week I celebrated 
Earth Day by traveling to Maine and Florida 
to visit some of this Nation’s vital wetlands. 
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