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Rosenthal with his camera at Iwo Jima; or 
Ernie Pyle, sending columns home from Eu-
rope and the Pacific and dying with the men 
whose stories he told. 

In every field in every generation, we tend 
to view the best as belonging to the past. 
Yet, in our time, that’s not right or fair. Many 
of us were privileged to know Michael Kelly 
and to read his clear words and to feel the 
moral conviction behind them. David Bloom 
passed through our midst with incredible en-
ergy, enthusiasm, and tenacity in getting the 
story. Others, like Michael Weisskopf, have 
shown incredible presence of mind and cour-
age that won our admiration. This generation 
of wartime journalists has done fine work and 
much more, and they will be remembered 
long after the first draft of history is com-
pleted. 

The same is true of our military. We are 
nearing important days of remembrance. 
Soon, we will mark the 60th anniversary of 
D-day, in the company of men who have 
lived long and can tell you the names of the 
boys who did not. Later this month, we will 
dedicate the World War II Memorial here 
in Washington and look back on a generation 
that saved the liberty of the world. These 
events will have an added meaning because 
America is again asking for courage and sac-
rifice. 

As we honor veterans who are leaving us, 
we also honor qualities that remain. The gen-
eration of World War II can be certain of 
this: When they are gone, we will still have 
their kind wearing the uniform of the United 
States of America. 

The loss of Army Corporal Pat Tillman last 
week in Afghanistan brought home the sor-
row that comes with every loss and reminds 
us of the character of the men and women 
who serve on our behalf. Friends say that 
this young man saw the images of September 
the 11th, and seeing that evil, he felt called 
to defend America. He set aside a career in 
athletics and many things the world counts 
important, wealth and security and the ac-
claim of the crowds. He chose, instead, the 
rigors of Ranger training and the fellowship 
of soldiers and the hard duty in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

Corporal Tillman asked for no special at-
tention. He was modest because he knew 

there were many like him, making their own 
sacrifices. They fill the ranks of the Armed 
Forces. Every day, somewhere, they do brave 
and good things without notice. Their cour-
age is usually seen only by their comrades, 
by those who long to be free, and by the 
enemy. They’re willing to give up their lives, 
and when one is lost, a whole world of hopes 
and possibilities is lost with them. 

This evening, we think of the families who 
grieve and the families that wait on a loved 
one’s safe return. We count ourselves lucky 
that this new generation of Americans is as 
brave and decent as any before it. And we 
honor with pride and wonder the men and 
women who carry the flag and the cause of 
the United States. 

May God bless them, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to Carl Cannon, president, White House Cor-
respondents’ Association; and journalist Bob 
Woodward.

Remarks on Arrival in South Bend, 
Indiana 
May 3, 2004

I am proud to be standing by the side of 
my friend Mitch Daniels. Mitch is going to 
be the Governor of the State of Indiana, and 
I know for certain the people of this State 
will love this guy as their Governor. See, I’ve 
seen him firsthand. I know what it’s like to 
work with Mitch. He’s smart. He’s capable. 
He’s well organized. He’s got a fabulous 
sense of humor. 

I gave him a lot of tough jobs, and he did 
each of them with great professionalism and 
class. I know the people are going to the polls 
tomorrow in the primary. I’m not a voter in 
this State, Mitch, but if I were, I’d be voting 
for you, because I’ll know you’ll be a great 
Governor. 

Do you want to say something? 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. at South 
Bend Regional Airport. The transcript released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of gubernatorial candidate Mitchell 
Daniels, Jr. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session in Niles, Michigan 
May 3, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks a 
lot. Thank you all very much. Thanks a lot. 
Thanks for coming. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thanks for coming. Do you think it’s 
all right if I take off my jacket? We’re not 
in Washington anymore. We’re in Michigan. 
Thanks for coming out. Thanks for coming 
out today. Laura and I are thrilled you’re 
here. 

Audience member. Four more! 
The President. I’m ready for it. That’s 

what I’m here to assure you: I know what 
I want to do for the next 4 years. I look for-
ward to having a dialog about that. Some-
times there are kind of fancy speeches, and 
sometimes we have dialogs. This is a dialog. 
I want to share some thoughts with you. I’d 
like to answer some of your questions. 

But first, I want to tell you how much 
Laura and I appreciate you coming out to 
say hello. It is awfully generous of you and 
the folks lining the streets to have been so 
friendly, and we appreciate it. 

I told the people back here they had the 
best view. [Laughter] I am really proud of 
Laura. I love her dearly. She is a fabulous 
First Lady. She and I are having the time 
of our life. It’s hard to believe this, but the 
Presidency and living in the White House 
has made a strong marriage richer, and that’s 
because she is such a loving, calm soul. And 
I love the influence she’s had on our country. 
She speaks about libraries and reading. One 
of the things she loves to do is encourage 
teachers or those who want to be teachers 
to join the teaching ranks. And for those of 
you who are teachers, thanks for doing what 
you’re doing, on behalf of me and Laura. 
Probably the best reason to send me back 
is so Laura Bush will be the First Lady for 
4 more years. 

Thank you all for coming. Listen, I’m here 
to ask for your help. I can’t win Michigan 
without you. I can’t win Indiana without the 
folks in South Bend helping as well. Listen, 
I need you to go to your coffee shops and 
your community centers and your places of 
worship, and you tell the people, ‘‘George 

W. Bush has a positive, hopeful vision for 
everybody in this country.’’ 

The way you win elections is you count 
on the people. You listen to the people, and 
you count on the people to turn out the vote. 
We’ve got what we call georgewbush.com. 
We didn’t have that in 1978 when we were 
running for Congress. We’ve got it now. It’s 
an opportunity for people to get on the Inter-
net to figure out how to help, how to become 
a volunteer in the campaign, how to help reg-
ister the voters, how to help turn people out 
to the polls in November. And with your 
help, there is no doubt in my mind I can 
carry Michigan, and I will be reelected for 
4 more years. 

I want to thank Congressman Fred Upton 
for his service to the great State of Michigan. 
As we say out in west Texas, he’s a good hand. 
[Laughter] That means he’s a good Congress-
man. I really enjoy working with him. He 
cares a lot about the people—about how the 
people of Michigan are doing, and he’s really 
a good, honest, honorable soul. 

And I appreciate Congressman Chris 
Chocola coming up from Indiana today. 
Thank you, Chris. He’s done a fine job in 
the Congress as well. He’s what they call a 
freshman. That would be the first-term Con-
gressman. But he’s made his mark. He’s an 
honorable guy. He’s an effective United 
States Congressman, like Fred is, and I’m 
proud of the service you’ve shown. I’m glad 
Sarah is here. Happy birthday, Sarah. Today 
is Sarah Chocola’s birthday. I wouldn’t have 
known that if her thoughtful husband, Chris, 
hadn’t have told me on Air Force One. 
[Laughter] 

I appreciate the mayor. Mr. Mayor, the 
mayor of Niles, is with us today. Mike, thank 
you for coming. I like to remind mayors, fill 
the potholes. [Laughter] Thanks for coming, 
Mayor. Glad you’re here. 

Statehouse Speaker Rick Johnson is here. 
Mr. Speaker, thank you for coming. Mem-
bers of the legislature and the State senate 
are here; local officials are here. But more 
importantly, you’re here. I’m proud to have 
you here. 

I’m proud to share with you why I’m up-
beat about the future of this country. One 
reason I’m upbeat is because I understand 
the strength and character of the American 
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