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is a fabulous nation because of the people 
of this Nation. I’m constantly amazed by the 
generous acts of kindness and decency and 
compassion that take place on a daily basis 
in our country. We’ve got people mentoring 
children, feeding the hungry, finding shelter 
for the homeless, providing love for the lone-
ly. And it all happens not because of govern-
ment but because of the compassion of the 
American people. 

I see the culture of our country changing. 
It’s changing from one that has said, ‘‘If it 
feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else’’—[laughter]—to 
a culture in which each of us understands 
we are responsible for the decisions we make 
in life. If you’re fortunate enough to be a 
mother or a father, you are responsible for 
loving your child with all your heart. If you’re 
worried about the quality of the education 
in the community in which you live, you are 
responsible for doing something about it. If 
you’re a CEO in corporate America, you are 
responsible for telling the truth to your 
shareholders and your employees. And in the 
responsibility society, each of us is respon-
sible for loving our neighbor just like we’d 
like to be loved ourselves. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. You and I are living in a period when 
the stakes are high, when challenges are dif-
ficult, a time when firm resolve is needed. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember 14, 2001, I stood in the ruins of the 
Twin Towers. It’s a day I will never forget. 
I remember a guy pointed at me and said, 
‘‘Don’t let me down.’’ Workers in hardhats, 
policemen, and firefighters were shouting, 
‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ As we all did that day, 
these men and women searching through the 
rubble took it personally. I took it personally. 
I have a responsibility that goes on. I will 
never relent in bringing justice to our en-
emies. I will defend our country, whatever 
it takes. 

In these times, I have also been witness 
to the character of this Nation. Not so long 
ago, some had their doubts about the Amer-
ican character, our capacity to meet serious 

challenges or to serve a cause greater than 
self-interest. Americans have given their an-
swer. I’ve seen the unselfish courage of our 
troops. I’ve seen the heroism of Americans 
in the face of danger. I’ve seen the spirit of 
service and compassion that runs so deep in 
our country. We’ve all seen our Nation unite 
in common purpose when it mattered most. 
We will need all these qualities for the work 
ahead. 

I’m running because there’s more work to 
do. We have a war to win. And the world 
is counting on us to lead the cause of free-
dom and peace. We have a duty to spread 
opportunity to every part of America. We 
have an obligation to work together to make 
this country safer and stronger and better. 
This is the work that history has set before 
us. We welcome it. And we know that for 
our great land, the best days lie ahead. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless. 
Thank you all. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. at the 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Ed Gillespie, chairman, Republican 
National Committee, and his wife, Cathy; Al Hoff-
man, finance chairman, Ann Wagner, cochair, and 
Mercer Reynolds, Victory national finance chair-
man, Republican National Committee; country 
music entertainer Collin Raye; and former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Commission for Assistance to a 
Free Cuba 
May 6, 2004 

Mr. Secretary, thank you for the report 
you’ve just given me. I’ve received a Com-
mission for the Assistance of a Free Cuba. 
It’s a report from a Commission that I have 
put together in my administration to hasten 
the day that Cuba will be a free country. 

We believe the people of Cuba should be 
free from tyranny. We believe the future of 
Cuba is a future of freedom. It’s in our Na-
tion’s interest that Cuba be free. It’s in the 
neighborhood’s interest that Cuba be free. 
More importantly, it’s in the interest of the 
Cuban people that they be free from tyranny. 

This strategy is a strategy that encourages 
the spending of money to help organizations 
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to protect dissidents and to promote human 
rights. It is a strategy that encourages a clear 
voice of the truth being spoken to the Cuban 
people through Radio and TV Marti. It is 
a strategy that will prevent the regime from 
exploiting hard currency of tourists and of 
remittances to Cubans to prop up their re-
pressive regime. It is a strategy that says 
we’re not waiting for the day of Cuban free-
dom; we are working for the day of freedom 
in Cuba. 

The Commissioners did good work. I ap-
preciate it, Mr. Secretary. Thank you for 
coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of State Colin L. 
Powell. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 

The President’s News Conference 
With King Abdullah II of Jordan 
May 6, 2004 

President Bush. Your Majesty, welcome 
once again to the White House. I appreciate 
your friendship, and I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to hear your thoughts on a range of 
issues that face your country and mine at this 
time of challenge and opportunity in the 
Middle East. 

The economic relationship between our 
two countries has never been stronger. We 
continue to increase the ties of trade and in-
vestment, creating new opportunities for 
both our people. The free trade agreement 
between Jordan and the United States is a 
model for the region, as my Government 
works to build a Middle East free trade 
agreement. 

The United States is committed to helping 
Jordan along the path to prosperity through 
our strong support at the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund. And we’re 
proud to support Jordan through our support 
for Jordan’s social and economic trans-
formation program. 

His Majesty and his team are reform- 
minded individuals who care deeply about 
the citizens of the Kingdom of Jordan. We 
spent quite a deal of time—quite a bit of 

time talking about lasting prosperity in Jor-
dan and our desire to help Jordan achieve 
lasting prosperity. We also know that lasting 
prosperity requires lasting security and peace 
in the region. Our two countries are working 
closely to ensure that the Middle East be-
comes safer and more prosperous and more 
free. 

The fall of Saddam Hussein removed a 
source of instability and intimidation from 
the heart of the Middle East. All of Iraq’s 
neighbors, including Jordan, are safer now. 
And the emergence of a peaceful, pros-
perous, and free Iraq will contribute to Jor-
dan’s security and prosperity. 

The United States strongly supports the 
efforts of U.N. Secretary * General’s Special 
Adviser Brahimi to work with Iraqis to de-
velop an interim government. His Majesty 
and I talked about the fact that on June 30th, 
a sovereign Iraqi Government will take of-
fice. Our coalition partners will continue to 
work with the United Nations to prepare for 
nationwide elections that will choose a new 
Government in January of 2005. 

Jordan and the United States share a vision 
for a free, stable, and prosperous Middle 
East. Under the King’s leadership, Jordan 
has become a force for reform and positive 
change in the region. This month, Jordan will 
be hosting a meeting of the World Economic 
Forum, another important milestone on the 
Middle East journey to greater openness and 
opportunity and liberty. Next June, G–8 na-
tions will discuss ways that we can support 
reform in the Middle East. We will look to 
the results of your World Economic Forum, 
Your Majesty, as a guide for future actions. 

His Majesty and I also discussed our ongo-
ing quest for a just and durable peace be-
tween Israel and Palestine. I commend the 
King’s personal commitment to peace and 
justice for all parties. I remain committed to 
the vision I laid out here in the Rose Garden 
on June 24, 2002, of two states, Israel and 
Palestine, living side by side in peace and 
security and to the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state that is viable, contiguous, sov-
ereign, and independent. 

I support the plan announced by Prime 
Minister Sharon to withdraw settlements 
from Gaza and parts of the West Bank. This 
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