AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / June 27

At-risk individuals who make the decision to
get tested are taking a step toward saving
their own lives and the lives of others.

My Administration is also fully engaged in
the global fight against HIV/AIDS. I have
proposed a record $15 billion over 5 years
to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS around
the world, with a focus on some of the hard-
est-hit countries of Africa, the Caribbean,
and Asia. This money will be used to prevent
7 million new infections, treat 2 million HIV-
infected people with life-extending drugs,
and care for 10 million individuals impacted
by this disease, including orphans.

And, working with international partners,
we will support intensified research to create
a vaccine and find a cure. While AIDS re-
mains a source of great suffering for many
individuals, worldwide efforts are bringing us
closer to the day when AIDS will be de-
feated.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 27, 2004,
as National HIV Testing Day. I encourage
the American people to support the battle
against HIV/AIDS. T also urge those at risk
to get tested for the disease and to learn
more about how to end this health threat in
America and around the world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 29, 2004]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 30.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey in Ankara,
Turkey

June 27, 2004

Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister. You're
right, this is my first trip to your beautiful

1169

country as President. It also happens to be
my first trip to your beautiful country ever,
and we’re honored to be here. We appreciate
the hospitality of the Turkish people.

We look forward to meaningful discussions
on a variety of subjects, bilateral relations,
how we can strengthen NATO. I would re-
mind the people of this good country that
I believe you ought to be given a date by
the E.U. for your eventual acceptance into
the E.U. I also look forward to working with
you on matters regarding the neighborhood,
Iraq and elsewhere. I appreciate so very
much the example your country has set on
how to be a Muslim country and, at the same
time, a country which embraces democracy
and rule of law and freedom.

And so I'm so grateful for your invitation.
Thank you very much for it, and I look for-
ward to a fruitful discussion with you and
with our NATO partners.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately 9:40
a.m. at the Prime Minister’s residence. Prior to
the President’s remarks, Prime Minister Erdogan
spoke in Turkish, and no translation was provided.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Religious Leaders in Istanbul,

Turkey
June 27, 2004

All right. It has been my honor to welcome
these very important leaders of different
faiths to this dialog. They represent the very
best of Turkey, which is a country that is sec-
ular in politics and strong in its faith. And
we’ve had a wonderful discussion. I'm so
honored that these leaders would take time
and share their thoughts with me. And I wel-
come them, and I thank them for being so
faithful to the Almighty God.

Thank you for coming,

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. at the
Hilton Istanbul. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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