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of penalties back home for sexually exploiting
children abroad.

See, stopping this abuse requires going
after the criminal gangs who supply the sex-
ual predators. But we cannot put them out
of business until and unless we deal with the
problem of demand. And so that’s why we
are going after the unscrupulous adults who
prey on the young and the innocent. Last
summer, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity launched Operation Predator, a com-
prehensive effort to protect children from
international sex tourists and traffickers and
pornography and prostitution rings. That’s
why Asa Hutchinson is here. This operation
has resulted in more than 3,200 arrests na-
tionwide.

I appreciate the good work of all the men
and women at every level of government who
are working hard to protect women and chil-
dren and bringing the predators to justice.
I told you earlier, it takes hard work. I know
it does. There’s a lot of people working long
hours to enforce the law and therefore make
our society a more compassionate place.

All the steps I've outlined today are impor-
tant, yet the success will depend on the cour-
age of those individuals, people like Anna
Rodriguez. Where are you, Anna? Yes,
thanks for coming. She is a victim advocate.
I think some of you might have met her ear-
lier today. A few years ago, Anna was working
for the Collier County Sheriffs Department
when she was called to what appeared to be
a routine domestic violence call. Upon arriv-
ing at the scene, she noticed a 19-year-old
woman named Maria crying quietly in the
corner of the apartment. After some coaxing,
Maria told Anna Rodriguez her story.

She had been kidnaped from her family
in Guatemala. She had been smuggled into
the United States. She was being kept as a
slave. She was forced to work without pay
in the tomato fields of central Florida and
then raped at night.

At first, Anna was told by her superiors
there was nothing she could do for Maria
except turn her case over to the INS. She
didn’t give up. Anna Rodriguez obviously has
a huge heart. Thanks to her persistence,
Maria was rescued and her captor is now in
prison.
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See, Maria became the first adult recipient
of the new T-Visa created under the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act. Because of
good law passed, she remains in the U.S. and
is working to rebuild her life with the con-
tinuing support of her friend Anna
Rodriguez.

I hope out of this conference comes a de-
termination to stand behind the Anna
Rodriguezes and the thousands of other
dedicated police officers, prosecutors, social
workers, local officials who stand on the—
side by side with the victims of human traf-
ficking every single day, who want to rescue
them in the name of a compassionate Amer-
ica.

We're working to make sure you have the
support you need in Washington, DC—
you've got a Governor who’s supporting you
here in Florida—because of the struggle
against human trafficking is more than a fight
against crime, see. This is more than a crimi-
nal justice matter. It’s a struggle for the lives
and dignity of innocent women and children.
And that’s why all of us must be dedicated
to the strategies that will enable us to prevail.

I want to thank you for giving me a chance
to come by and talk about this important sub-
ject. Again, I thank you for your work of com-
passion and decency.

God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. at the
Tampa Marriott Waterside Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Attorney General John Ashcroft,
who introduced the President; Gov. Jeb Bush of
Florida; and President Fidel Castro of Cuba.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Funding for the
Commission on the Intelligence
Capabilities of the United States
Regarding Weapons of Mass
Destruction

July 16, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In order to ensure the most effective
counter-proliferation ~capabilities of the
United States and respond effectively to the
ongoing threat of terrorist activity, I am noti-
fying the Congress of my intent to transfer
$10 million from funds provided in Public
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Law 107-38, the 2001 Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act for Recovery from
and Response to Terrorist Acts on the United
States, to the Commission on the Intelligence
Capabilities of the United States Regarding
Weapons of Mass Destruction (the “Com-
mission”).

These funds are necessary to support the
essential activities of the Commission in as-
sessing the capabilities and challenges of the
intelligence community regarding the threat
of weapons of mass destruction.

The details of this action are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
a Protocol Amending the
Netherlands-United States
Convention on Taxation

July 16, 2004

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and
consent to ratification, the Protocol Amend-
ing the Convention Between the United
States of America and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income, signed
at Washington, D.C., on March 8, 2004.
Transmitted for the Senate’s information is
an exchange of notes with an attached Un-
derstanding, which provides clarification
with respect to the application of the Con-
vention, as amended, in specific cases. Also
transmitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Protocol.

The Protocol would bring the existing
Convention into closer conformity with cur-
rent U.S. tax treaty policy. As modified by
the Protocol, the Convention would be simi-
lar to tax treaties between the United States
and other developed nations. The Protocol
was concluded in recognition of the impor-
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tance of the United States’ economic rela-
tions with the Netherlands.

The Protocol would modify the treatment
of certain cross-border dividend payments
and would modernize the Convention’s anti-
treaty-shopping provisions. The Protocol also
would liberalize provisions in the existing
Convention regarding the mutual recognition
of each country’s pension plans. Other provi-
sions in the Protocol update the Convention
to take account of changes in law in the two
countries over the last 10 years. The ex-
change of notes with an attached Under-
standing provides guidance to taxpayers and
each government regarding the intended in-
terpretation of certain provisions of the exist-
ing Convention, as amended.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol,
and that the Senate give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

George W. Bush
The White House,
July 16, 2004.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 10

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.
July 11

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.

Bush attended a White House tee-ball game
on the South Lawn.

July 12

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Oak
Ridge, TN, where he toured the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.
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