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education in the community in which you 
live, you are responsible for doing something 
about it, like supporting your teachers. If you 
are a CEO in corporate America, you are 
responsible for telling the truth to your 
shareholders and your employees. And in a 
new responsibility society, each of us is re-
sponsible for loving our neighbor just like 
we’d like to be loved ourselves. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. You and I are living in a period where 
the stakes are high, the challenges are dif-
ficult, in a time when firm resolve is needed. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It is a day that I will 
never forget. There were workers in hardhats 
who shouted at me, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ Ei-
ther a fireman or a policeman grabbed me 
and said, ‘‘Do not let me down.’’ 

As we all did that day, these men and 
women searching through the rubble took it 
personally. I took it personally. I have a re-
sponsibility that goes on. I will never relent 
in bringing justice to our enemies. I will de-
fend our country, whatever it takes. 

In these times, I’ve also been a witness 
to the character of this Nation. I’ve seen the 
unselfish courage of our troops, seen the her-
oism of Americans in the face of danger. I’ve 
seen the spirit of service and compassion re-
newed in our country. We’ve all seen our Na-
tion unite in common purpose when it 
mattered most. We will need all these quali-
ties for the work ahead. We have a war to 
win, and the world is counting on us to lead 
the cause of freedom and peace. We have 
a duty to spread opportunity to every corner 
of our country. This is the work that history 
has set before us. We welcome it. And we 
know that for our blessed country, the best 
days lie ahead. 

God bless. Thanks for coming. Thank you, 
sir. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:31 p.m. at the 
Family Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Cath-
erine L. Hanaway, speaker, Missouri State house 
of representatives; Missouri gubernatorial can-
didate Matt Blunt; State Senators Peter Kinder 

and Michael R. Gibbons of Missouri; President 
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; Prime Minister 
Ayad al-Alawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy; 
and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Statement on Senate Action To Block 
a Vote on the Nomination of Bill 
Myers To Be a Judge on the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals 

July 20, 2004 

Today a minority of Senators once again 
used obstructionist filibuster tactics to block 
a vote on an outstanding nominee to the 
United States Court of Appeals. Bill Myers 
has had a distinguished career as a public 
servant and practicing attorney and enjoys 
widespread support from across the political 
spectrum, yet he has been denied a simple 
up-or-down vote. 

These tactics are unfair to Bill Myers and 
unfair to the American people. Bill Myers 
has the support of a bipartisan majority of 
Senators and would be confirmed if given 
an up-or-down vote. He would be an asset 
to the Ninth Circuit, which is seriously over-
worked and in need of more judges. He 
would fill a seat that has been designated a 
judicial emergency by the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States. More Ameri-
cans will be denied speedy access to our jus-
tice system by the obstruction of a few. 

I continue to call on the minority in the 
Senate to stop playing politics with the Amer-
ican judicial system and give judicial nomi-
nees the fair treatment they deserve and the 
American people expect. 

Remarks on Signing the Project 
BioShield Act of 2004 

July 21, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Mr. Speak-
er. Please be seated. Thanks. Good morning, 
and welcome to the Rose Garden. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
saw the destruction and grief terrorists could 
inflict with commercial airlines turned into 
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