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Memorandum on Eligibility of Iraq 
To Receive Defense Articles and 
Services Under the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as Amended, 
and the Arms Export Control Act, as 
Amended 
July 21, 2004 

Presidential Determination No. 2004–40 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Eligibility of Iraq to Receive 
Defense Articles and Services Under the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as Amended, 
and the Arms Export Control Act, as 
Amended 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including section 503(a) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, and 
section 3(a)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act, as amended, I hereby find that the fur-
nishing of defense articles and services to 
Iraq will strengthen the security of the 
United States and promote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this finding to the Congress and to publish 
it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks at the President’s Dinner 
July 21, 2004 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. Gosh, thanks for the 
warm welcome. It is really good to be with 
you all tonight. There’s nothing like being 
the President at the President’s Dinner. 
[Laughter] And with your help, I look for-
ward to being your guest next year as well. 

I want to thank Tom Reynolds, who is my 
good friend, for his kind introduction. I ap-
preciate the organizers of this fantastic din-
ner. Thank you all for coming. We’re here 
for a really good cause, and that is to make 
sure Denny Hastert remains Speaker of the 
House and Bill Frist majority leader of the 
Senate. It’s not only a worthy cause; it is an 
important cause. The stakes of the country 
depend upon their leadership, their contin-

ued leadership. Plus, they’re really good peo-
ple. 

I’m sorry that Laura is not with me tonight. 
Audience member. Aw-w-w! 
The President. Yes, I know. She is—she’s 

camping. [Laughter] But you know some-
thing? I am one lucky man that Laura said 
yes when I asked her to marry me. She’s a 
great First Lady. There’s a lot of reasons why 
I think I ought to be given 4 more years, 
but perhaps the most important one is so that 
Laura will be the First Lady for 4 more years. 

I want to thank George Allen and Lamar 
Alexander for representing the Senate at this 
dinner. Thank you for your strong leadership. 
And I appreciate Bob Ney as well and Tom 
Reynolds for representing the House at the 
dinner and helping to raise the money. These 
men did a fine job. I also am proud to recog-
nize my fellow Texan, the majority leader of 
the House of Representatives, Tom DeLay. 
Thank you for coming, sir. 

I appreciate all the dinner hosts who are 
here at the table. It kind of looks like the 
old politburo—[laughter]—doesn’t act like 
the old politburo. 

I want to thank all the Members of the 
Congress who are here. I’m proud to work 
with you. And thank you for representing our 
country with such dignity and class. 

I want to thank Secretary Ann Veneman, 
Secretary Elaine Chao, Secretary Tommy 
Thompson, for coming tonight. And thank 
you for being such good Cabinet members 
in my administration. 

I appreciate John Popper for lending his 
talents tonight. And I love the voice of Sara 
Evans. 

As we meet tonight, there are a little over 
100 days until an historic election, and the 
campaigns are hitting full swing. In recent 
days, I’ve been in Pennsylvania and Michigan 
and Minnesota and Wisconsin and West Vir-
ginia and Iowa and Missouri. Everywhere I 
go, the crowds are big, the enthusiasm is 
high, the signs are good: We are on our way 
to victory. 

My opponent has been spending some 
time with his base as well, at a recent gala 
with his Hollywood friends. [Laughter] Evi-
dently, things got a little out of hand. My 
name came up a few times. [Laughter] And 
now the Senator refuses to release a tape of 
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