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compassion we can change America, one 
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This is not one of 
those times. This is a time when we need 
firm resolve, strong belief in the values that 
have made us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It is a day I will never 
forget. I will never forget the workers in 
hardhats yelling at me, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ 
I was working the ropelines saying thanks to 
people, and a fellow with bloodshot eyes—
he had just come out of the rubble, searching 
for one of his buddies—said, ‘‘Do not let 
down.’’ He took that day personally. Every-
body on that site took it personally. I know 
you took it personally, and so do I. I have 
a duty that goes on. I wake up every day 
thinking how better to protect our country. 
I will never relent in defending America, 
whatever it takes. 

We have come through much together. 
We’ve done a lot of hard work. During the 
next 4 years, we’ll spread ownership and op-
portunity to every corner of this country—
I mean, every corner. We’ll pass the enduring 
values of our country to another generation. 
We will continue to lead the world in the 
cause of freedom and peace, and we will pre-
vail. 

Four years ago, I traveled your great State 
and our great country asking for the vote, 
and I made a pledge that if you honored me 
with this great responsibility, I would uphold 
the dignity and the honor of the office to 
which I had been elected, so help me God. 
With your help, I will continue to do so for 
4 more years. 

Thank you for coming. Thank you all. God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:16 p.m. at the 
Grand Traverse County Civic Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Betsy DeVos, chairman, 
Michigan Republican Party; Col. Muammar Abu 
Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya; former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and Richard A. Grif-

fin, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Sixth 
Circuit.

Proclamation 7805—National 
Airborne Day, 2004
August 16, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans look to the members of our 

Armed Forces as examples of honor and pa-
triotism. On National Airborne Day, we com-
memorate the first official Army parachute 
jump on August 16, 1940, and salute a distin-
guished group of individuals whose courage 
and dedication have earned them a cherished 
place in American history. 

Our Nation’s Airborne forces have helped 
liberate millions from oppression and extend 
peace and freedom around the world. From 
the initial tests of this new medium of war-
fare, to the establishment of venerable units 
serving today, these brave men and women 
have expanded the vision and capabilities of 
our Armed Forces. The Army designated the 
first Airborne division on August 15, 1942, 
and the 82nd Airborne Division set the 
standard for achievement and built a proud 
legacy of service. Many units followed in 
their footsteps, fighting bravely in battle and 
serving our country with distinction in World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and other critical 
missions. 

Today’s Airborne forces continue the tra-
dition of excellence and determination as we 
fight the global war on terror. In Afghanistan 
and Iraq, they have helped advance peace 
and democracy and defended the American 
people from danger. We are grateful for their 
service and continue to stand solidly behind 
the men and women of our Airborne forces, 
and all those in our military, as they serve 
on the front lines of freedom. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 16, 2004, 
as National Airborne Day. I encourage all 
Americans to join me in honoring those who 
have served in the Airborne forces. I call 
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upon all citizens to observe this day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:52 a.m., August 17, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 18.

Remarks to Boeing Company 
Employees in Ridley Park, 
Pennsylvania 
August 17, 2004

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Gosh, it’s good to be here. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Listen, thank you all for 
coming. I am honored to be here. Weldon 
is right, I’m here to thank the employees of 
this important plant for giving our troops 
what is necessary to keep the country safe. 

I appreciate the tour I just had. I want 
to thank Mark Madden. I appreciate Johnny 
D. If you don’t know who Johnny D is, he’s 
the president of Local 1069. He kindly came 
off vacation to say hi to the President. 
[Laughter] I was proud he did. 

I’m equally as proud of the men and 
women who work here, working day and 
night to put out a good product on behalf 
of our country. This is a great plant because 
we’ve got great workers. 

You know, this is my 32d visit to your State 
since I’ve been President. A lot of people 
are wondering why I’m coming so much. It 
ought to be obvious to you. I like my 
cheesesteak ‘‘whiz with.’’ I also want to win 
Pennsylvania. I’m coming to this State and 
asking people for the vote. I’ve got more to 
do to work with our country to keep us safer, 
stronger, and better. 

We’ve done a lot. We’ve been through a 
lot together, but there’s more work to do to 
realize the great promise of this country and 
to keep our country as secure as it possibly 

can be. With your help, we’ll carry Pennsyl-
vania. With your help, we’re going to win in 
November of 2004. 

Laura sends her best. She’s terrific. She’s 
heading out to Colorado. She’s campaigning, 
which is good news for me. [Laughter] She’s 
a great mom, a wonderful wife. Let’s put me 
back in there so she can have 4 more years 
as the First Lady. I love her dearly. 

I’m running with a good man in Dick Che-
ney. I admit he’s not the prettiest face in 
the race. [Laughter] Yes. I didn’t pick him 
because of his looks. I picked him because 
of his judgment, his ability to get the job 
done. 

I appreciate my friend Curt Weldon. He’s 
right, he wasn’t exaggerating. We were cam-
paigning somewhere in this part of the world, 
and he said, ‘‘We need to go over there and 
thank the workers.’’ I said, ‘‘Fine. Set it up.’’ 
He said, ‘‘Your schedule is harder to get 
through than mine.’’ But here I am. And I 
want to thank Curt for setting up this visit. 
I appreciate his leadership and his friendship. 
He’s doing a fine job for the people of Penn-
sylvania. 

I want to thank the president and the CEO 
of Boeing Company, Harry Stonecipher, for 
being here. I’m honored you’re here, Harry. 
I want to thank Bill Hunt. He’s a senior man-
ager of the Chinook 47 operations. I want 
to thank all of the employees and families 
who are here. Thanks for coming by to say 
hello. I’m honored to be here. I appreciate 
you taking interest in the political process. 

You know, we all have a duty to do in our 
democratic system. We all have the obliga-
tion to vote. Obviously, when people start 
heading to the polls, I’ve got a preference. 
[Laughter] But I do want everybody in this 
country to vote. And for those of you who 
are involved in grassroots politics, I want to 
thank you for encouraging your fellow citi-
zens to go to the polls. 

I’m on the ticket with Arlen Specter. He’s 
a fine United States Senator. I’m proud to 
have his support and friendship. I appreciate 
my friend Jim Greenwood. Jim has served 
this part of the State with great skill, and 
we’re going to miss him in the House of Rep-
resentatives. I appreciate you coming, Jim. 
I’m honored you’re here. I appreciate Mike 
Castle. He snuck across the border from 
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