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Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at the Kansas City Chiefs
Training Camp in River Falls,
Wisconsin

August 18, 2004

Carl D. Peterson. Thank you so much for
being here. It’s great to have you. Thanks
for taking your time. I know you know our
head coach well.

The President. I do know Dick. Thanks.
Thanks for letting me come by and say hi.
I appreciate you coming out to say hello. I'm
in the neighborhood. [Laughter] I'm shaking
hands. But I wish you all the best this season.

I particularly want to thank the players
who, in the off-season or during the season,
are helping people who hurt. I know you've
got a big platform, and you can make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. The fact that you
can help somebody who is in need is a great
contribution. It’s one thing to be a star on
the field; it'’s another thing to be a star off
the field. I know a lot of you are.

Head Coach Dick Vermeil. These guys
are great guys.

Mr. Peterson. We're very proud of this
guy’s father—Priest Holmes’s dad re-upped,
and he’s in Iraq right now. And our prayers
and thoughts are with him. And we got to
see Priest set the NFL record at Arrowhead
last year, 27 touchdowns.

The President. I remember when I was
the Governor of Texas—[laughter]—I'm try-
ing to keep his taxes low. [Laughter]

Mr. Peterson. Everybody here wants you
to continue to do the same thing, believe me.

The President. Good luck to you all. Let
me walk around and shake some hands.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:21 p.m. at the
University of Wisconsin-River Falls. Carl D. Pe-
terson, president, general manager, and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Kansas City Chiefs, referred to
running back Priest Holmes. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.
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Remarks in a Discussion in Hudson,
Wisconsin
August 18, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for
coming. Please be seated.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you all. That’s what
I'm here to tell you. I'm ready to go. There’s
more work to be done. I'm here asking for
4 more years.

Thank you all for coming. I think we’ve
got a pretty interesting way to explain why
I'm running for President again today. What
I thought I would do is spend some time
talking about some issues with some of your
fellow citizens here, who will help explain
why I make decisions the way I do. Then
if we've got time, I'd like to answer some
questions from you. Then I've got to go
across the river:

Audience members. Boo-0-0!

The President. They vote too. [Laughter]
I want to thank you all for coming. I really
am out asking for the vote. I think it’s really
important to travel the States that are key
States and ask people—and tell people why
youre running. And that’s what I'm doing
today in your great State. You know, we came
close last time in Wisconsin. This time we’re
going to win it.

I want to thank you all for your help. Lis-
ten, I know there’s some people here who
volunteer for the campaign, and I want—let
me tell you what that means. It means signs.
It means making phone calls. It means en-
couraging people to register to vote.

You know, I like to tell people an inter-
esting story about Afghanistan, and T'll talk
about that a little more later on, but there
was some doubt in people’s minds as to
whether or not, once free, the Afghan people
would participate in democracy, particularly
after the Taliban drug some people off one
of the buses—women—off the buses and ex-
ecuted them because they happened to be
holding voter registration cards. Today in
that country, 3V% years after being brutalized
by the Taliban, over 9 million people have
registered to vote. See, they are—it’s a great
statistic, isn’t it?
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