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change. Four years ago, I traveled this great 
country and your wonderful State asking for 
the vote. I said if you honored me with this 
great responsibility, I would uphold the dig-
nity and the honor of the office to which I 
had been elected. With your help, I will do 
so for the next 4 years. 

God bless. Thank you for coming. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. at the Albu-
querque Convention Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Rudolph W. Giuliani, former mayor 
of New York City; John Sanchez and Manuel 
Lujan, Jr., members, executive committee, Re-
publican Party of New Mexico; country music en-
tertainers Brooks and Dunn; radio show host Tony 
Lynn; Col. Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, 
leader of Libya; President Hamid Karzai of Af-
ghanistan; and Prime Minister Ayad al-Alawi of 
the Iraqi Interim Government.

Statement on Facilitation of 
Cooperative Conservation 

August 26, 2004

Americans have a long tradition of con-
servation and stewardship of our Nation’s 
lands and other natural resources. It was this 
ethic that led 30 years ago to passage of land-
mark legislation that continues to help im-
prove America’s water and air quality. Over 
the last three decades, we have made re-
markable progress, working together to meet 
our conservation goals and improve the qual-
ity of our air and water. 

Today I have directed the Federal agen-
cies that oversee environmental and natural 
resource policies and programs to promote 
cooperative conservation in full partnership 
with States, local governments, tribes, and in-
dividuals. Local involvement is critical to en-
suring successful, effective, and long-lasting 
conservation results. The Executive order on 
cooperative conservation that I have signed 
today will help us continue to make sure that 
decisions in Washington, DC, are well-in-
formed by those closest to the land and their 
communities.

Executive Order 13352—Facilitation 
of Cooperative Conservation 
August 26, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of this 
order is to ensure that the Departments of 
the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and 
Defense and the Environmental Protection 
Agency implement laws relating to the envi-
ronment and natural resources in a manner 
that promotes cooperative conservation, with 
an emphasis on appropriate inclusion of local 
participation in Federal decisionmaking, in 
accordance with their respective agency mis-
sions, policies, and regulations. 

Sec. 2. Definition. As used in this order, 
the term ‘‘cooperative conservation’’ means 
actions that relate to use, enhancement, and 
enjoyment of natural resources, protection of 
the environment, or both, and that involve 
collaborative activity among Federal, State, 
local, and tribal governments, private for-
profit and nonprofit institutions, other non-
governmental entities and individuals. 

Sec. 3. Federal Activities. To carry out the 
purpose of this order, the Secretaries of the 
Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and De-
fense and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall, to the extent 
permitted by law and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations and in coordination 
with each other as appropriate: 

(a) carry out the programs, projects, and 
activities of the agency that they respectively 
head that implement laws relating to the en-
vironment and natural resources in a manner 
that: 

(i) facilitates cooperative conservation; 
(ii) takes appropriate account of and re-

spects the interests of persons with owner-
ship or other legally recognized interests in 
land and other natural resources; 

(iii) properly accommodates local partici-
pation in Federal decisionmaking; and 

(iv) provides that the programs, projects, 
and activities are consistent with protecting 
public health and safety; 
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(b) report annually to the Chairman of the 
Council on Environmental Quality on actions 
taken to implement this order; and 

(c) provide funding to the Office of Envi-
ronmental Quality Management Fund (42 
U.S.C. 4375) for the Conference for which 
section 4 of this order provides. 

Sec. 4. White House Conference on Coop-
erative Conservation. The Chairman of the 
Council on Environmental Quality shall, to 
the extent permitted by law and subject to 
the availability of appropriations: 

(a) convene not later than 1 year after the 
date of this order, and thereafter at such 
times as the Chairman deems appropriate, 
a White House Conference on Cooperative 
Conservation (Conference) to facilitate the 
exchange of information and advice relating 
to (i) cooperative conservation and (ii) means 
for achievement of the purpose of this order; 
and 

(b) ensure that the Conference obtains in-
formation in a manner that seeks from Con-
ference participants their individual advice 
and does not involve collective judgment or 
consensus advice or deliberation. 

Sec. 5. General Provision. This order is 
not intended to, and does not, create any 
right or benefit, substantive or procedural, 
enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, 
agencies, instrumentalities or entities, its offi-
cers, employees or agents, or any other per-
son. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
August 26, 2004. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:31 a.m., August 27, 2004] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on August 30.

Proclamation 7806—Women’s 
Equality Day, 2004
August 26, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Women’s Equality Day, we recognize 

the hard work and perseverance of those who 
helped secure women’s suffrage in the 
United States. With the ratification of the 
19th Amendment to the Constitution in 
1920, American women gained one of the 
most cherished rights and fundamental re-
sponsibilities of citizenship: the right to vote. 

The struggle for women’s suffrage in 
America dates back to the founding of our 
country. The movement began in earnest at 
the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, when 
women drafted a Declaration of Sentiments 
proclaiming they had the same rights as men. 
In 1916, Jeannette Rankin of Montana be-
came the first American woman elected to 
the United States House of Representatives, 
despite the fact that her fellow women would 
not be able to vote nationally for 4 more 
years. These women and many more like 
them worked to ensure that future genera-
tions of women could realize the promise of 
America. 

Today, American women are leaders in 
business, government, law, science, medi-
cine, the arts, education, and many other 
fields. Women-owned businesses account for 
nearly half of all privately held firms and are 
opening at twice the rate of male-owned 
businesses. Through vision, determination, 
and a strong work ethic, remarkable Amer-
ican women have broadened opportunities 
for themselves and women around the world. 

The full participation of women and the 
protection of their rights as citizens are es-
sential for freedom and democracy to flour-
ish. In Afghanistan, women helped draft their 
country’s new constitution in January 2004, 
which guarantees free elections and full par-
ticipation by women. These women are eager 
to exercise their rights and are registering to 
vote in great numbers; about 40 percent of 
those registered to vote in the October Af-
ghan Presidential elections are women. In 
Iraq, women are members of the new interim 
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