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2143

Week Ending Friday, October 1, 2004

Remarks in Racine, Wisconsin 

September 24, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming out. As you can tell, I’ve been trav-
eling your good State by bus. Nothing better 
than taking a bus trip throughout southern 
Wisconsin. What a fantastic, beautiful part 
of the world, full of great people. And a great 
place to end is right here in Racine. Thanks 
for coming out today. 

Listen, the reason I’m traveling around by 
bus is because I’m asking for the vote. I’m 
here to ask for your vote, and I’m here to 
ask for your help. I think it’s really important 
for you to convince your friends and neigh-
bors to go to the polls. We live in a free soci-
ety, and we have an obligation to vote in a 
free society. So the first thing I’m doing—
I’m going to ask you to do is to register your 
friends and neighbors. And make sure that 
as you register your friends and neighbors, 
to register discerning Democrats like Zell 
Miller. And then, after you register them to 
vote, head them to the polls. And when you 
get them to the polls, tell them, if they want 
a safer, stronger, and better America, to put 
me and Dick Cheney back in office. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. I’m sorry that Laura is not 
here. I wish she were here. She is a great 
wife, a wonderful mother, and a great First 
Lady. And I appreciate my runningmate, 
Dick Cheney. Look, he doesn’t have the 
waviest hair in the race. [Laughter] I didn’t 
pick him for his hair. [Laughter] I picked 
him for his experience, his judgment, and the 
fact that he can get the job done for the 
American people. 

Listen, I’m proud of my Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. You’ve trained 
him well. You taught Tommy Thompson a 
lot. He is a great friend, and he’s doing a 
terrific job on behalf of our country. 

I’m proud to be traveling with Congress-
man Paul Ryan. He is a breath of fresh air. 
He’s a good, honest man who, like me, mar-
ried well. [Laughter] I appreciate Congress-
man Mark Green being here today too. Both 
of them represent your State well. 

The State treasurer is with us; Milwaukee 
County Executive Scott Walker. I call him 
Scott W. [Laughter] A lot of State and local 
officials here. Tim Michels, running for the 
United States Senate is here. I look forward 
to working with him in the United States 
Senate. 

I appreciate my friend Rick Graber, who 
is the party chairman of Wisconsin. I appre-
ciate him being here. Mary Buestrin is the 
national committeewoman. 

Listen, what I’m doing is I’m telling you 
thanks for the grassroots activists. All of the 
people who have put the signs and get on 
the telephones and encourage people to reg-
ister and vote, thank you for what you’re 
doing, and thank you for what you’re going 
to do as you’re coming down the stretch. 
We’re going to carry the State of Wisconsin. 

I appreciate Charlie Sykes, who emceed 
this program. 

Listen, today on the bus, I had the honor 
of meeting with Casey Perry and some other 
State—members of the National Troopers 
Coalition. These are law enforcement offi-
cers who are out there every single day to 
protect the people of Wisconsin and around 
the country. I always found, when you’re 
riding down the highway, it’s good to have 
some troopers with you. [Laughter] These 
men were here to inform me that the Na-
tional Troopers Coalition endorsed my can-
didacy for President. I am honored to have 
their endorsement. I’m honored to have it 
because of the risks they take. I’m honored 
to have it because of the values they stand 
for. I’m honored to have it because of the 
kind of people they are. I’m proud to have 
you by my side. God bless you all. Thank 
you. 
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You know, I’m looking forward to this cam-
paign. I’ve been coming to Wisconsin a lot. 
I suspect I’ll be coming some more. I enjoy 
coming here. I’m looking forward to coming 
back. I want to tell you where I stand, what 
I believe, and where I intend to lead this 
Nation for 4 more years. 

I believe every child can learn and that 
every school must teach. That’s what I be-
lieve. I went to Washington to challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. See, like you, 
I was tired of that practice of just shuffling 
kids through the schools, year after year, 
grade after grade, without teaching them the 
basics. I believe every child can learn, and 
I expect every school to teach. That’s why 
we’ve raised the standards. That’s why we’re 
measuring early, before it’s too late to solve 
problems. That’s why we believe in local con-
trol of schools. And that’s why we’re closing 
an achievement gap in America, and we’re 
not turning back. 

I believe we have a moral responsibility 
to honor our seniors with good health care. 
Medicine was changing, but Medicare 
wasn’t. I went to Washington to solve prob-
lems. We had a problem in Medicare. See, 
Medicare would pay nearly $100,000 for the 
heart surgery but would not pay one dime 
for the prescription drugs to prevent the 
heart surgery from being needed in the first 
place. That didn’t make any sense. Medicare 
needs to be modernized. I worked with Re-
publicans and Democrats. We’ve strength-
ened Medicare. Seniors will get prescription 
drugs in 2006, and we’re not going to turn 
back to the old days. 

I believe in the energy, innovative spirit 
of America’s workers, small-business owners, 
farmers. And that’s why we unleashed that 
energy with the largest tax cut in a genera-
tion. When you’re out rounding up the vote, 
remind people what this economy has been 
through. It’s been through a recession. As 
a matter of fact, the stock market started to 
head down about 5 months before we 
showed up in Washington. Then there was 
a recession. And then we found out some 
of our citizens didn’t tell the truth. There 
were some corporate scandals. We passed 
new laws, and we made it abundantly clear 
we’re not going to tolerate dishonesty in the 
boardrooms of America. 

And then we got attacked, and that hurt 
our economy. But our economy is strong and 
growing stronger. We’ve overcome these ob-
stacles. We’ve got great workers, great farm-
ers. The entrepreneurial spirit is strong, and 
the tax cuts made a difference. 

We’ve added about 1.7 million new jobs 
since August of ’03. We’ve added 107,000 
manufacturing jobs since January. The na-
tional unemployment rate is 5.4 percent, 
which is lower than the average of the seven-
ties, the eighties, and the 1990s. And right 
here in Wisconsin, your unemployment rate 
is 4.8 percent. This economy is strong. It’s 
getting stronger, and we’re not turning back. 

I believe the most solemn duty of the 
American President is to protect the Amer-
ican people. If we show uncertainty and 
weakness in this decade, the world will drift 
toward tragedy. This isn’t going to happen 
on my watch. 

I’m running for President with a clear and 
positive plan to build a safer world and a 
more hopeful America. I’m running with a 
compassionate conservative philosophy that 
Government should help people improve 
their lives, not try to run their lives. I believe 
this Nation wants steady, consistent, prin-
cipled leadership. And that is why with your 
help, we’ll carry Wisconsin and win a great 
victory in November. 

The world in which we live is changing. 
The generation of our dads and granddads—
in that generation, a man generally had one 
job, one career, and moms stayed at home. 
But times have changed a lot since then. 
Many workers have more than one job and 
more than one career, and many women 
work inside the house and outside the house. 
And yet the systems of our Government, the 
most fundamental systems, the Tax Code, 
health coverage, pension plans, worker train-
ing, labor law, was all designed for yesterday, 
not tomorrow. In the next 4 years, we’ll work 
to transform these systems so that all citizens 
are equipped, prepared, and thus truly free 
to be able to make your own choices and 
to realize the great promise of America. 

I fully understand a hopeful society is one 
that has a growing economy. I have a plan 
to make sure this recovery is lasting pros-
perity. If you want to keep jobs here in Amer-
ica, America must be the best place in the 
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world to do business. It’s as simple as that. 
That means less regulations on the employers 
and job creators. That means less frivolous 
lawsuits on the employers and job creators. 

If we want to keep jobs here in America, 
Congress needs to pass my energy plan. I 
sent up a plan that encourages conservation, 
encourages the use of renewables like eth-
anol and biodiesel, that says we’ve got to 
modernize our electricity grid, that says we’ll 
use clean coal technology, that we’ll explore 
for natural gas in environmentally friendly 
ways. In order to keep jobs here in America, 
this country must be less dependent on for-
eign sources of energy. 

In order to make sure this economy grows 
and people in Racine, Wisconsin, can find 
work, we’ve got to open up markets. See, we 
open up our markets for goods from other 
countries. If you’ve got more products to 
choose from, you’re likely to get the product 
you want at a better price and better quality. 
That’s why Republicans and Democrat ad-
ministrations have opened up our markets. 
So what I’m saying to places like China is, 
‘‘You treat us the way we treat you.’’ See, 
we can compete with anybody, anytime, any-
where so long as the rules are fair. 

In order to make sure this economy grows, 
we’ve got to be wise about how we spend 
your money in Washington. And we’ve got 
to keep your taxes low. Taxes are an issue 
in this campaign. Make no mistake about it. 
The fellow I’m running against has promised 
$2.2 trillion in new Federal spending—so far. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I say ‘‘so far’’ because we 

still got October to go. [Laughter] Two-
point-two trillion is a lot, even for a Senator 
from Massachusetts. [Laughter] So they said, 
‘‘How are you going to pay for it?’’ He said, 
‘‘That’s easy. We’ll just tax the rich.’’ We’ve 
heard that before, haven’t we? First of all, 
you can’t raise enough money by taxing the 
rich to pay for $2.2 trillion in new spending, 
so there’s a tax gap. Guess who usually gets 
stuck with filling the tax gap? Secondly, when 
you hear that language ‘‘tax the rich,’’ hold 
on to your wallets, because the rich hire law-
yers and accountants for a reason. So you 
get stuck. The good news is, we’re not going 
to let him tax you, because we’re going to 
win in November. 

Let me say something else about the Tax 
Code. It’s a complicated mess. It’s a million 
pages long. The American people spend 6 
billion hours a year filling out the tax forms. 
In a new term, I’m going to bring Repub-
licans and Democrats together to simplify the 
Tax Code so you’re treated more fairly. 

Today, down the road, I talked about mak-
ing sure workers have the skills necessary to 
fill the jobs of the 21st century. Our work-
force is changing. Sometimes workers don’t 
have the skills necessary to fill the jobs of 
the 21st century. That’s why I’m such a big 
believer in the community college system 
here in Wisconsin and around the world. 
We’re going to spend more Federal money 
to make sure community colleges are more 
accessible. 

Do you realize most jobs—or new jobs are 
filled by people with at least 2 years of col-
lege, yet only about one in four of our stu-
dents gets there. That’s why I believe, in our 
high schools, we should fund early interven-
tion programs to help at-risk students. We 
need to place special emphasis on math and 
science. Over time, we’ll require a rigorous 
exam before graduation. By raising perform-
ance in our high schools and by expanding 
Pell grants for low- and middle-income 
American families, we’ll make sure more 
families—more workers start their career 
with a college diploma. 

We’re going to do something about our 
health care system too. But I promise you 
this: When we reform health care, we’re 
going to let you make the decisions. There’s 
a fundamental difference in this campaign; 
there is a philosophical divide. My opponent 
wants Government to dictate to you. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I think that’s the wrong 

approach to health care. See, we’re going to 
make sure the poor and the indigent get good 
health care by expanding community health 
centers in every poor county in America. 
That makes sense. We’ll make sure the chil-
dren’s health programs for low-income 
Americans are fully subscribed to by those 
who qualify. That makes sense. We have a 
practical, commonsense plan. 

I understand half the working uninsured 
work for small businesses. There’s a reason 
why they’re uninsured. Small businesses are 
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having trouble affording health care. And one 
of the reasons they’re having trouble afford-
ing health care is because they can’t pool risk. 
So I think we ought to allow small businesses 
to pool together across jurisdictional bound-
aries so they can buy health care at the same 
discounts big companies get to. We’ll expand 
tax-free health savings accounts. We’ll give 
small-business tax credits to encourage them 
to put money into health savings accounts 
for their employees. 

In order to make sure that health care is 
available and affordable in Wisconsin and 
around the country, we’ve got to do some-
thing about these frivolous lawsuits that are 
driving good doctors out of practice and run-
ning up your costs. There’s a difference of 
opinion in this campaign. You cannot be pro-
doctor, pro-patient, pro-hospital, and pro-
trial-lawyer at the same time. I think you 
have to make a choice. My opponent made 
his choice, and he put a trial lawyer on the 
ticket. I made my choice. I am for medical 
liability reform—now. 

Listen, we have a commonsense, practical 
plan to make sure health care is available and 
affordable. In all we do to make sure medi-
cine works in America, we will make sure 
that the decisions are made by doctors and 
patients, not by bureaucrats in Washington, 
DC. 

In times of change, in a changing world, 
it helps if somebody owns something to bring 
stability in their lives. The homeownership 
rate is at an alltime high under my adminis-
tration. More and more people from all walks 
of life are able to open up the door where 
they live and say, ‘‘Welcome to my home. 
Welcome to my piece of property.’’ And over 
the next 4 years, we’ll continue to expand 
homeownership to every corner of our coun-
try. 

In terms of our retirement systems, they 
were designed for yesterday. They need to 
be designed for tomorrow. If you’re on Social 
Security today, you have nothing to worry 
about. You will get your check. I don’t care 
what the political rhetoric is in a campaign, 
you’re going to get paid. You remember, 4 
years ago in Wisconsin, they were saying, ‘‘If 
George W. gets in, the seniors aren’t going 
to get their checks.’’ You might remember 
that. Yes, well—[laughter]—that’s what hap-

pens. Seniors got paid. You will get paid 
again. If you’re a baby boomer, you’re fine. 
We’re fine. There’s enough money in the 
trust to take care of us. 

But we need to worry about our younger 
workers. We need to worry about our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. I think in order 
to make sure Social Security is around for 
a new generation, younger workers ought to 
be able to take some of their own money 
and set up a personal savings account that 
they can call their own. 

In a world of change, some things won’t 
change, the values we try to live by, courage 
and compassion, reverence and integrity. In 
times of change, we will support the institu-
tions that give our lives direction and pur-
pose, our families, our schools, our religious 
congregations. We stand for a culture of life 
in which every person matters and every 
being counts. We stand for marriage and 
family, which are the foundations of our soci-
ety. I stand for the appointment of Federal 
judges who know the difference between 
personal opinion and the strict interpretation 
of the law. 

This election will also determine how 
America responds to the continuing danger 
of terrorism. Since the terrible morning of 
September the 11th, 2001, we have fought 
the terrorists across the globe, not for pride, 
not for power, but because the lives of citi-
zens are at stake. Our strategy is clear. We’re 
defending the homeland. We’re transforming 
our military. We’re strengthening our intel-
ligence-gathering services. We’re staying on 
the offensive. We are striking the terrorists 
abroad so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

We will continue to work to advance lib-
erty in the broader Middle East and around 
the world, and we’ll prevail. Our strategy is 
succeeding. Our strategy is succeeding. 
Think about the world only 4 short years ago: 
Afghanistan was the home base of Al Qaida; 
Pakistan was a transit point of terrorist 
groups; Saudi Arabia was fertile ground for 
terrorist fundraising; Libya was secretly pur-
suing nuclear weapons; Iraq was a gathering 
threat; and Al Qaida was largely unchal-
lenged as it planned attacks. 

Because we acted, the Government of a 
free Afghanistan is fighting terror; Pakistan 
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is capturing terrorist leaders; Saudi Arabia is 
making raids and arrests; Libya is dismantling 
its weapons programs; the army of a free Iraq 
is fighting for freedom; and more than three-
quarters of Al Qaida’s key members and asso-
ciates have been brought to justice. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. We have led. Many have 
joined, and America and the world are safer. 

This progress involved careful diplomacy, 
clear moral purpose, and some tough deci-
sions. And the toughest came on Iraq. We 
knew Saddam Hussein’s record of aggression 
and support for terror. We knew he had har-
bored Abu Nidal, the leader of a terrorist 
organization that carried out attacks in Asia 
and Europe. We knew Abu Abbas had been 
in Iraq—he’s the fellow that killed Leon 
Klinghoffer. We knew Zarqawi had been in 
Baghdad. He’s the person now beheading 
our citizens in order to shake our will. We 
knew that—we knew his long history, 
Saddam’s history of pursuing and even using 
weapons of mass destruction. He was firing 
at our pilots enforcing the world’s sanctions. 
Saddam Hussein was a threat. It is important 
this country never forget the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th. We must take threats seri-
ously before they fully materialize. We can-
not forget that lesson. 

So I went to the Congress. The Congress 
looked at the intelligence, the same intel-
ligence I looked at, remembered the same 
history I remembered, and concluded that 
Saddam Hussein was a threat and authorized 
the use of force. My opponent looked at the 
same intelligence I did, concluded that Sad-
dam was a threat, and voted ‘‘yes’’ when it 
came to the authorization of force. 

Before the Commander in Chief commits 
troops into harm’s way, he must try all op-
tions to solve a problem. And so I was hope-
ful that diplomacy would work. I was hopeful 
that we wouldn’t have to commit our troops. 
And so I went to the United Nations, and 
I gave a speech there, and I said, ‘‘We see 
a threat.’’ They looked at the same intel-
ligence. They remembered the same history, 
and they concluded that Saddam Hussein 
was a threat. As a matter of fact, by a U.N. 
Security Council resolution they voted 15 to 
nothing to say, ‘‘Disclose, disarm, or face se-

rious consequences.’’ I believe when an 
international body speaks, it must mean what 
it says. 

Saddam Hussein wasn’t about to listen to 
the demands of the free world. He had ig-
nored the demands of the free world for over 
a decade. I think this was maybe the 17th 
resolution that had been passed. He doubted 
whether or not the international body would 
keep its word. He defied the inspectors the 
U.N. sent in. So I have a choice to make 
at this point in time. Diplomacy has failed. 
Saddam Hussein was given a last chance. Do 
I forget the lessons of September the 11th 
and trust a madman——

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. ——or do I take action 

to defend this country? Given that choice, 
I will defend America every time. 

Listen, we didn’t find the stockpiles we all 
thought would be there, but Saddam Hussein 
had the capability of manufacturing weapons, 
and he could have passed that capability on 
to an enemy. And after September the 11th, 
that is a risk we could not afford to take. 
Knowing what I know today, I would have 
made the same decision. And America and 
the world are safer with Saddam Hussein sit-
ting in a prison cell. 

Because we acted in our self-interests, 50 
million people in Afghanistan and Iraq are 
now free. Think about Afghanistan, what life 
was like there less than 4 years ago. Think 
about it. Young girls were not allowed to go 
to school. The Taliban was so dark in their 
vision that they’d haul their mothers out in 
the public square and whip them if they 
didn’t toe their line. They didn’t believe in 
freedom at all. Their mindset was the exact 
opposite of what America stands for. Today, 
because we acted, 10 million citizens in Af-
ghanistan, 41 percent of whom are women, 
have registered to vote in the upcoming Pres-
idential election. Fantastic. This society is 
going from darkness to light because the peo-
ple are free, and we’re better off for it. Af-
ghanistan is an ally in the war on terror. 

In Iraq, despite ongoing acts of horrible 
violence, that country has got a strong Prime 
Minister, and it’s going to have elections in 
January. It’s in our interests that Iraq be free. 
Free societies will be hopeful societies. Free 
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societies will not breed resentments and ex-
port for terror. Free societies will fight ter-
rorists instead of harboring them. Our strat-
egy is clear. We’ll help the Iraqis and the 
Afghans defend themselves by training citi-
zens—their own citizens so they can do the 
hard work. We’ll help them get on the path 
of stability and democracy as quickly as pos-
sible, and our troops will come home with 
the honor they have earned. 

We got a great military. I want to thank 
the veterans who are here for having set such 
a great example to those who wear the uni-
form. We appreciate your service. I’ve had 
the privilege of meeting those who wear the 
uniform at bases here at home and across 
the world. I know their courage and their 
unselfish decency. Ladies and gentlemen, 
the cause of freedom is in really good hands. 

And we owe our troops and their loved 
ones the full support of the Federal Govern-
ment. That’s why I went to the Congress last 
September, a year ago, to ask for $87 billion 
of supplemental funding to support our 
troops in harm’s way. This was really impor-
tant legislation. This was vital money, money 
for spare parts and ammunition, for body 
armor, for hazard pay, for health benefits. 
It’s the kind of thing that you’d want your 
troops to have—and the troops not only in 
Iraq but Afghanistan as well. We received 
great bipartisan support for that funding re-
quest, so strong that only 12 United States 
Senators voted against it, 2 of whom are my 
opponent and his runningmate. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When you’re out there 

campaigning, tell people about this statistic: 
Only four United States Senators voted to 
authorize the use of force and then voted 
against funding for our troops. And two of 
those four are my opponent and his 
runningmate. They asked him. Of course, 
you know this. He said his answer to why 
he voted the way he did, he said, ‘‘I actually 
did vote for the $87 billion, before I voted 
against it.’’ [Laughter] You’ve heard that. 
They then said, well—they kept pressing 
him. He said he was proud of his vote. And 
finally, he just said, ‘‘The whole thing was 
a complicated matter.’’ There’s nothing com-
plicated about supporting our troops in com-
bat. 

We’ve got hard work to do in Iraq. And 
it’s tough, and it’s hard. I know it’s hard. The 
terrorists over there cannot defeat our mili-
tary. The only tool they’ve got is the ability 
to shake our will. We care for human rights 
and human dignity. Every life matters to the 
American people. And therefore, when we 
see people beheaded on our screens, we cry 
and we weep, and the terrorists know that. 
They know we’ve got a conscience. And we 
know they don’t have a conscience. We must 
not allow them to shake our will. It’s impor-
tant that we succeed in Iraq. It’s important 
for our security and for the peace of the 
world that we defeat the terrorists there. This 
is a central front in the war on terror. 

Fortunately, we’ve got a partner, a strong 
partner in Iraq named Prime Minister Allawi. 
I was with him yesterday in the Oval Office, 
had a great visit with him. When I was in 
New York and saw him, I asked him, ‘‘Is it 
true that—about the story I had heard?’’ He 
said, ‘‘It’s true.’’ He told me the story about 
the night he woke up in a bed in a flat in 
London. See, he had been—he had left the 
country because Saddam Hussein wanted to 
kill him. And he woke up one night—this 
is a true story—his wife in his bed next to 
him, and there’s two people next to his bed 
with axes, sent by Saddam Hussein. They 
were trying to ax him to death. He survived. 
He’s now the Prime Minister of that country. 
He’s a tough guy who understands. He un-
derstands we must not yield. We’ll stand with 
him. When America gives its word, America 
must keep its word. 

If we expect to win this war on terror and 
secure the homeland, we must be clear about 
what we say. And the President must mean 
what he says. That’s why you can’t keep 
changing positions based upon polls. My op-
ponent has had seven or eight different posi-
tions on Iraq. He can’t decide if we should 
be there or not be there. You cannot lead 
if you don’t know where you want to lead. 
You cannot lead if you don’t know what you 
believe. You cannot lead if you get blown 
around by the political winds. Yesterday he 
criticized the Prime Minister of Iraq. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Right after the Prime 

Minister spoke to the United States Con-
gress, right after he gave an important 
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speech, Senator Kerry went out and stood 
in front of the cameras and questioned Prime 
Minister Allawi’s credibility. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Earlier this week, he said 

he would prefer the dictatorship of Saddam 
Hussein to the situation in Iraq today. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. In order for us to succeed 

in Iraq, the Iraqi people must believe the 
American people will stand with them. In 
order to have credibility with those people 
who are fighting for freedom, the leaders of 
this country must not send mixed signals. 
They must earn the credibility of the Iraqi 
people. Twenty-five million people want to 
be free in that country, and when they’re 
free, we’re better off for it. I’ll continue to 
lead this country with clarity. When I say 
something, I’ll mean what I say. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Part of our strategy is to 
continue working with our friends and allies. 
I was on the phone this morning with Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. He understands that 
Iraq is a central front in the war on terror. 
He understands the stakes. He understands 
the need for leaders to stand up and lead, 
and he is a leader. And I appreciate him. 
I thank him every time I have a chance to 
for joining this coalition. Do you realize 
we’ve got over 40 nations involved in Afghan-
istan, some 30 nations involved in Iraq. Over 
the next 4 years, I’ll continue to work to 
strengthen alliances, but I will never turn 
over America’s national security decisions to 
leaders of other countries. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I believe in the trans-
formational power of liberty. That’s what I 
believe. The wisest use of American strength 
is to advance freedom. Recently in New 
York, I had a visit with Prime Minister 
Koizumi of Japan. I said, ‘‘I’ll tell you, I’m 
traveling the country talking about you.’’ He 
said, ‘‘Fine, make sure you tell them I like 
Elvis.’’ [Laughter] And so I do talk about him 
because I find it really interesting, really in-
teresting. And I want the youngsters to un-
derstand—to listen to this because I think 
it will give you some clarity about why I de-

cide what I decide—is that I sit down and 
talk with the leader of a country that we were 
at war with some 60 years ago. That’s a lot 
of time if you’re 58 like me. [Laughter] It 
seems like forever. [Laughter] It’s not a lot 
of time, though, in the march of history. It 
wasn’t all that long ago, in other words, that 
we were at war with Japan. My dad fought 
against the Japanese. I promise you, a lot of 
folks out here relatives fought against the 
Japanese too in what was one tough war. A 
lot of people lost their lives. 

After World War II, my predecessor Harry 
S. Truman believed that we should work with 
the Japanese to build a democracy. A lot of 
people in this country questioned the wis-
dom. You can understand why. There was 
a lot of bitterness toward the Japanese. They 
were our enemy. We had just fought them. 
But there were folks in this country that be-
lieved in the power of liberty to transform 
an enemy into an ally. And so they did the 
hard work after World War II, developing 
that country, and to build that country into 
a democracy. And because of that work, 
today, I talk to Prime Minister Koizumi, talk-
ing about the peace we all want, talking about 
how to make the world more peaceful. 

So when you hear me say, ‘‘I believe in 
the transformational power of liberty,’’ think 
about the fact that the American President 
and the leader of Japan are working together 
for peace. Some day, an American President 
and a duly elected leader of Iraq will sit down 
at the table to talk about peace, and our chil-
dren and our grandchildren will be better off 
for it. 

I believe that millions in the Middle East 
plead in silence for their freedom. I believe 
women in the Middle East long to be free. 
I believe they want their young daughters to 
be able to grow up in a hopeful society. I 
believe that if given a chance, the people in 
the broader Middle East will embrace the 
most honorable form of government ever de-
vised by man. And I believe these things be-
cause freedom is not America’s gift to the 
world; freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to 
each man and woman in this world. 

This young century will be liberty’s cen-
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
abroad, we’ll build a safer world and a more 
hopeful America. By reforming our systems 
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of Government, we’ll help more Americans 
realize their dreams. We’ll spread ownership 
and opportunity to every corner of this land. 
We’ll pass the enduring values of our country 
on to a new generation. We’ll continue to 
lead the cause of freedom and peace. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. This is a time when we need firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the 
values that makes us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On the 
bus, we were talking to the troopers about 
that day, September the 14th, 2001, when 
we stood in the ruins of the Twin Towers. 
It’s a day I know I’ll never forget. There were 
workers in hardhats there yelling at the top 
of their lungs, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ I remem-
ber talking to a guy who came out of the 
rubble, had bloodshot eyes, and he’s ex-
hausted for trying to find his buddies and 
people that were hurt. And he looked me 
right in the eye and said, ‘‘You don’t let me 
down.’’ I wake up every morning since that 
day trying to better figure out how to protect 
our country. I will never relent in defending 
the security of America, whatever it takes. 

Four years ago, as I traveled your great 
State and our country, I made a pledge that 
if you gave me the chance to serve I would 
uphold the honor and the dignity of the office 
to which I have been elected. With your hard 
help—with your hard work and your help, 
I will continue to do so for 4 more years. 

God bless. Thank you all for coming. On 
to victory. Thank you all. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. at Gen-
eral John J. Pershing Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who 
made the keynote address at the Republican Na-
tional Convention; Wisconsin State Treasurer Jack 
C. Voight; Richard W. Graber, State chairman, 
and Mary F. Buestrin, national committeewoman, 
Republican Party of Wisconsin; radio show host 
Charlie Sykes; senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi 
of the Iraqi Interim Government; Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. This item 
was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7822—National 
Hunting and Fishing Day, 2004
September 24, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America is a land of majestic beauty, and 

we take pride in our wildlife, forests, moun-
tains, lakes, rivers, and coastlines. Outdoor 
recreation is an important part of our Na-
tion’s heritage. On National Hunting and 
Fishing Day, we celebrate the remarkable 
progress we have made in conserving our en-
vironment and recognize those who have 
worked to conserve our natural resources. 

America’s hunters and anglers represent 
the great spirit of our country and are among 
our Nation’s foremost conservationists. 
These citizens have worked to protect habitat 
and restore fish and wildlife populations. 
They volunteer their time, talents, and en-
ergy to countless conservation projects, be-
cause they recognize the importance of main-
taining the natural abundance of our country 
for future generations. 

My Administration is committed to achiev-
ing a cleaner, safer, and healthier environ-
ment for all Americans, including our hunt-
ers and anglers. My Administration has ex-
panded opportunities to hunt and fish at na-
tional wildlife refuges and improved habitat 
on public and private lands. We have cut 
phosphorus releases into our rivers and 
streams, and I signed the Healthy Forests 
Restoration Act to help protect our forests 
from the risk of wildfires. 

Americans are blessed to live amid many 
wonders of nature, and we have a responsi-
bility to be good stewards of the land. I com-
mend all who advance conservation and help 
our citizens enjoy the benefits of our environ-
ment. These efforts ensure that our national 
heritage remains a source of pride for our 
citizens, our communities, and our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 25, 
2004, as National Hunting and Fishing Day. 
I call upon the people of the United States 
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to join me in recognizing the contributions 
of America’s hunters and anglers, and all 
those who work to conserve our Nation’s fish 
and wildlife resources. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
four, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 1, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 4. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
September 25, 2004

Good morning. This week, I was honored 
to welcome the Prime Minister of a free and 
sovereign Iraq to the White House. In less 
than 3 months, Prime Minister Allawi and 
his Government have accomplished a great 
deal, despite persistent violence in parts of 
Iraq. The enemies of freedom are using sui-
cide bombings, beheadings, and other hor-
rific acts to try to block progress. We are 
sickened by their atrocities, but we will never 
be intimidated, and freedom is winning. 

We’re making steady progress in imple-
menting our five-step plan toward the goal 
we all want, completing the mission so that 
Iraq is stable and self-governing and Amer-
ican troops can come home with the honor 
they have earned. 

The first step was achieved on June 28th, 
not only on time but ahead of schedule, when 
the coalition transferred full sovereignty to 
a government of Iraqi citizens. 

The second step is to help Iraq’s new Gov-
ernment establish stability and security. 
Nearly 100,000 fully trained and equipped 
Iraqi soldiers, police officers, and other secu-
rity personnel are working today, and the 
Iraqi Government is on track to build a force 
of over 200,000 security personnel by the end 
of 2005. 

In Najaf and other important areas, Iraqi 
military forces have performed with skill and 
success. The Government’s strategy is to sur-
round and isolate enemy militias, reach out 
to the local population, and negotiate from 
a position of strength. Serious problems re-
main in several cities. Yet, Prime Minister 
Allawi believes this combination of decisive 
action and outreach to peaceful citizens is 
the most effective way to defeat the killers 
and secure the peace. And America stands 
with him. 

The third step in our plan is to continue 
improving Iraq’s infrastructure. Today, in 
most of Iraq, children are about to go back 
to school, parents are going back to work, 
and new businesses are being opened. Elec-
tricity has been restored above pre-war lev-
els. Telephone service has increased dramati-
cally. In the next several months, more than 
$9 billion will be spent on contracts that will 
help Iraqis rebuild schools, refurbish hos-
pitals and health clinics, repair bridges, up-
grade the electrical grid, and modernize the 
communications system. Prime Minister 
Allawi and I agree that the pace of recon-
struction can and should be accelerated, and 
we’re working toward that goal. 

The fourth step in our plan is to enlist ad-
ditional international support for Iraq’s tran-
sition to democracy. The multinational force 
of some 30 nations continues to help secure 
a free Iraq, and we are grateful for the serv-
ice and sacrifice of all. Our coalition is also 
grateful that the United Nations has reestab-
lished its mission in Baghdad. We are grate-
ful to the G–8 countries and the European 
Union for pledging support to the new Iraqi 
Government. We are grateful to the NATO 
Alliance for help in training Iraqi forces. And 
we are grateful to many of Iraq’s creditors, 
which have agreed to a further reduction of 
Iraq’s debt. 

The fifth and most important step in our 
plan is to help Iraq conduct free national 
elections no later than January. An Iraqi elec-
toral commission has already hired personnel 
and is making key decisions about election 
procedures. Just this week, the commission 
began a public education campaign to inform 
Iraqis about the process and encourage them 
to become voters. United Nations electoral 
advisers are on the ground in Iraq, and Prime 
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Minister Allawi and I have urged the U.N. 
to send more personnel to help ensure the 
success of the Iraqi elections. 

The war for Iraq’s freedom is a fight 
against some of the most ruthless and brutal 
men on Earth. In such a struggle, there will 
be good days, and there will be difficult days. 
But every day, our resolve must remain the 
same: Iraq, America, and our coalition will 
stand firm; and Iraq will be free; the world 
will be more peaceful; and America will be 
more secure. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:45 a.m. on 
September 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
25. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 24 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Prime Min-
ister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Govern-
ment. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Proclamation 7821—Gold Star 
Mother’s Day, 2004
September 25, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans have always answered the call 

to serve our Nation. Many brave American 
men and women have made the ultimate sac-
rifice to defend freedom’s blessings, and no 
one feels their loss more deeply than their 
mothers. On Gold Star Mother’s Day, we re-
member these mothers who have suffered 
the loss of a son or daughter through service 
to our country. We honor their courage and 
perseverance and the memory of their chil-
dren. 

Across our Nation, these compassionate 
and generous women are volunteering to 
serve veterans, helping families of service 
members, supporting educational programs 
that promote patriotism and citizenship, and 
turning their grief into action. They inspire 
all Americans with their compassion and 
service. On this day, people across America 
join together to honor our Gold Star mothers 

and send our gratitude, prayers, and best 
wishes to them and to their families. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895 as 
amended), has designated the last Sunday in 
September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day,’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 26, 
2004, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon 
all Government officials to display the flag 
of the United States over Government build-
ings on this solemn day. I also encourage the 
American people to display the flag and hold 
appropriate meetings in their homes, places 
of worship, or other suitable places as a pub-
lic expression of the sympathy and respect 
that our Nation holds for our Gold Star 
Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand four, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:04 a.m., September 28, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 29.

Remarks in a Discussion on 
Education in Springfield, Ohio 
September 27, 2004

The President. Thank you all for being 
here. Appreciate you being here. Thanks for 
coming. Thank you all. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Okay, thanks. We got to 
get started here. Thank you. Thank you all 
for coming. Please be seated. I’m honored 
so many came out. Thanks for the warm wel-
come here in Springfield. It’s such a pleasure 
to be here. I’m excited to be here. 

I’ve come to let you know that I’ve got 
a reason for seeking the vote again, that I’m 
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not only here to ask for your vote, I’m here 
to explain to you why I want to be President 
for 4 more years. See, I don’t think you can 
just hold the office of President. I think you 
have to have a reason to hold the office. And 
so we’re going to talk about some key issues 
about how to make sure America is a safer 
place, a stronger place, and a better place. 

I’m also here to ask for your help. See, 
I understand you can’t win a race for the 
Presidency alone. It requires the grassroots, 
those people who put up the signs and make 
the phone calls and register the voters. We 
have a—thank you all for doing that. First 
of all, I understand a crowd this big just 
doesn’t happen. Somebody had to work to 
make it happen, so thanks for organizing this 
event. Thank you for coming. 

You notice I’ve been joined by some of 
your fellow citizens here. We’re here to talk 
about education, but before we do so, I’ve 
got some other things on my mind. 

First thing on my mind is for you to get 
out and register friends and neighbors. Don’t 
overlook discerning Democrats like Zell Mil-
ler. I know a lot of Democrats who want 
America to be a safer place. I know a lot 
of Democrats who want our schools to fulfill 
their promise. I know a lot of Democrats who 
are interested in having a health care system 
that works. I know a lot of Democrats who 
are going to vote for us. So when you get 
people going to the polls, make sure you re-
mind your Republican friends, your inde-
pendent friends, and your discerning Demo-
crat friends to vote for Bush-Cheney. 

So I woke up on the ranch this morning, 
and Laura said, ‘‘Tell everybody hello in 
Ohio.’’ So, Laura says hello. She was a public 
school librarian when I met her—again. We 
went to seventh grade at San Jacinto Junior 
High in Midland, Texas. And so, years later, 
my friend O’Neill brought me over to his 
backyard for a barbecue, and there was 
Laura. I fell in love—love at first sight. So 
I said—eventually, I said—eventually, I 
asked her to marry me. She said, ‘‘Fine, just 
so long as I never have to give a political 
speech.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay, you’ve got 
a deal.’’ Fortunately, she didn’t hold me to 
that promise. People of this country got to 
see Laura in New York City give a speech. 
They saw a compassionate, decent, fine 

woman. Really proud of her. I hope you leave 
here realizing that I’m going to give you 
some—well, I know I’m going to give you 
some reasons why you should put me back 
in, but perhaps the most important one of 
all is so that Laura is First Lady for 4 more 
years. 

I’m proud of my runningmate, Dick Che-
ney. He’s a fine man. You know, I admit it, 
he doesn’t have the waviest hair in the race. 
[Laughter] Of course, I didn’t pick him be-
cause of his hair. I picked him because of 
his experience, his judgment. I picked him 
because he can get the job done for the 
American people. 

I want to thank my friend Mike DeWine, 
and Fran for joining us today. He’s a great 
United States Senator. Proud you’re here, 
Mike. He’s on the bus. He said as we pulled 
in here, he said, make sure you remind every-
body that he, Mike DeWine, was born right 
here in Springfield. He’s what we call a home 
boy. [Laughter] 

I want to thank my friend Dave Hobson, 
the Congressman from this district. I appre-
ciate you, Dave. Proud you’re here. Chair-
man John Boehner is with us today. Mr. 
Chairman, the Congressman from the district 
next door, thanks for coming. We’re going 
to talk a little bit about education. I want 
you to understand he is the father of this 
fantastic reform we put in place. He carried 
the legislation in the House of Representa-
tives. It would not have happened without 
his leadership—a great Congressman. 
Thanks for coming. 

Congressman Mike Turner from Dayton, 
Ohio—appreciate you coming, Mike. Real 
proud of you. [Applause] Sounds like they’ve 
heard of you. 

I want to thank Joe Deters, who is with 
us today, the treasurer of the State of Ohio. 
Thanks for coming, Joe. I want to thank all 
the State and local officials. I know the party 
chairman is here. I want to thank Bob Ben-
nett for his leadership for the Ohio party. 
But most of all, I want to thank you all. I 
really do appreciate you coming. I want to 
thank you for giving me a chance to share 
some thoughts with you. 

I like getting out amongst the people. I 
like sharing my philosophy with people. I like 
to tell people what I believe. First of all, I 
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want you to know I understand that we’re 
living in changing times. Now, think about 
this. When our dads were coming up or our 
grandfathers were growing up, a person gen-
erally had one career and one job, with one 
pension plan and one health care system. 
And that person was usually a man. 

Today, we live in a different world, when 
you think about it. The workforce has 
changed dramatically. People tend to change 
jobs and sometimes careers, often. And the 
workforce not only has men in it, but it has 
got women who work both in the house and 
outside the house. We have time—times 
have changed, yet the fundamental systems 
of our Government have not changed. The 
fundamental systems of Government were 
designed for yesterday, not for tomorrow. I’m 
running for 4 more years to help redesign 
the systems of Government so people have 
a chance to realize their dreams. 

The job of Government is to help people 
realize their dreams, not to dictate to people. 
There’s a fundamental philosophical dif-
ference in this campaign about the role for 
Government in people’s lives. We believe 
Government ought to help people. My oppo-
nent believes Government ought to tell peo-
ple how to live their lives. 

And so they said, ‘‘What do you mean?’’ 
Well, I’ll tell you what I mean. I mean, for 
example, labor laws ought to be changed. 
There ought to be flex-time in the labor laws. 
That will allow moms to be able to do their 
work at the workplace and the home. The 
labor laws ought to be family-friendly. They 
ought to change with the times. 

The Tax Code needs to change. The Tax 
Code is a complicated mess. It’s full of spe-
cial interest loopholes. In a new term, I’ll 
bring people from both parties together to 
simplify the U.S. Tax Code, the Federal Tax 
Code, that will reflect the changing times and 
make the code more fair. 

The pension plans—we need to think dif-
ferently about pension plans. Listen, times 
have changed, but the Social Security system 
hasn’t. Now, listen, if you’re on Social Secu-
rity, you’re going to get your check. I remem-
ber the 2000 campaign. They all said, ‘‘Well, 
if George W. gets in, you’re not going to get 
your check.’’ You got your check, didn’t you? 
You’ll probably hear it again. You’ll probably 

hear it again: ‘‘Oh, he’s got some plan to 
take—he’ll take the money away from you.’’ 
It’s just not the case. If you’re a baby boomer, 
we’re in pretty good shape when it comes 
to Social Security. 

But we need to think about our kids and 
our grandkids when it comes to Social Secu-
rity. I think younger workers ought to be al-
lowed to take some of their own tax money 
and set up a personal savings account so So-
cial Security has a chance to meet its prom-
ise, a personal savings account you call your 
own, a personal savings account the Govern-
ment cannot take away. 

The health care system ought to reflect 
changing times. I mean, if you’re changing 
jobs, it makes sense to have a health care 
system that enables you to carry with you 
a health savings account. See, I believe we 
ought to continue to expand health savings 
accounts, which gives people a chance to save 
tax-free, earn money tax-free, spend money 
on health care needs tax-free, that you own. 
It’s a new way of looking at health care, but 
it’s a way to make sure that the decisions 
are made between doctors and patients, not 
between bureaucrats in Washington, DC. 

A couple of other points I want to make 
on health care. It makes sense to take care 
of those who can’t help themselves. We need 
to help the poor and the indigent when it 
comes to health care. That’s why I’m for ex-
panding community health centers to every 
poor county in America. We want people to 
get good primary care and good preventative 
care in places other than the emergency 
rooms of hospitals. So we’ll continue to take 
care of those who need help here in America. 
We’ll make sure the children’s health care 
program for low-income families is expanded 
and families take advantage of that. 

We’ll continue to make sure Medicare ful-
fills its promise. You might remember those 
old Medicare debates. They called them 
‘‘Mediscare.’’ They tried to lure you into talk-
ing about Medicare, then they tried to whip 
you in the political process if you did. I went 
to Washington to solve problems, not to pass 
them on to future Presidents. I saw a prob-
lem in Medicare, and I’ll tell you what it is. 
Medicare would pay, for example, nearly 
$100,000 for heart surgery. It would not pay 
a dime for the prescription drugs that could 
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prevent the heart surgery from being needed 
in the first place. That didn’t make any sense. 
It didn’t make any sense to the senior citi-
zens, and it made no sense to the taxpayers. 
We’ve strengthened Medicare for our sen-
iors, and in 2006, seniors will be able to get 
prescription drug coverage in Medicare. And 
the system is better, and we’re not going to 
turn back to the old days of not making sure 
our seniors have got good health care. 

Now that you got me cranked up, on 
health care, I’ve got a few other things to 
tell you. Most of the uninsured work for small 
businesses. Small businesses have trouble af-
fording health care. One of the reasons why 
is there’s no purchasing power. I think small 
businesses ought to be allowed to join to-
gether so they can purchase insurance at the 
discounts that big companies are able to do. 

No, I got a lot of ideas on how to make 
sure health care works. I understand what’s 
causing some of the cost of health care to 
rise, and these are these frivolous lawsuits. 
You ask your docs what it’s like to try to prac-
tice medicine, ask your ob-gyns what it’s like 
to try to practice medicine when they’re get-
ting sued and sued and sued by frivolous law-
suits. You cannot be pro-doctor and pro-pa-
tient and pro-trial-lawyer at the same time. 
I think you have to make a choice. My oppo-
nent made his choice, and he put a trial law-
yer on the ticket. I made my choice. I’m 
standing with the doctors, the hospitals, and 
the patients. I’m for medical liability re-
form—now. 

As you can tell, I’m ready to go. What I’m 
telling you, there’s a big philosophical dif-
ference in the campaign. There really is, 
when it comes to health care. My opponent 
believes the Government ought to decide for 
you. I don’t. I believe the best health care 
system is when we take care of the poor, 
make sure seniors have got good health care, 
and make sure the decisions in the health 
care are made by patients and doctors, not 
by bureaucrats in the Nation’s Capital. 

See, I believe that we’re recognizing the 
world is changing, and make sure the systems 
of Government change with the world so 
people can realize their dreams. We’ve cre-
ated—will help to create a hopeful society, 
but you can’t be a hopeful society unless this 
economy grows. 

Now, listen, I want you to remind your 
friends and neighbors what we’ve been 
through when it comes to this economy. We 
went through a recession. As a matter of fact, 
the stock market started to go down months 
before Vice President Cheney and I showed 
up in Washington, and then we had a reces-
sion. We started to recover from the reces-
sion, and we found out some of the citizens 
of this country forgot what it meant to be 
a responsible person. In other words, they 
didn’t tell the truth. And those corporate 
scandals shook our confidence, make no mis-
take about it. By working with Members of 
Congress and in the Senate, we passed tough 
laws, and we made it abundantly clear that 
we will not tolerate dishonesty in the board-
rooms of America. And then the enemy hit 
us, and it cost us jobs. 

These were mighty obstacles to overcome. 
But we’ve overcome those obstacles. One, we 
got great workers in America. We got great 
farmers in America. The entrepreneurial 
spirit is strong in America. We also overcame 
it because of well-timed tax cuts. The econ-
omy is strong, and it is getting stronger. The 
national unemployment rate is 5.4 percent. 
That’s lower than the average rate of the 
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. 

I understand you’ve been hit hard in Ohio. 
I know that. That’s why I proposed what’s 
called opportunity zones, a place where 
counties like Clark County can apply to be-
come an opportunity zone and be able to 
have—be able to get—attract business with 
better tax treatment, better regulatory treat-
ment, ways to make sure that in changing 
times economies that need help are able to 
get the help. No, I know there’s people still 
hurting in this State, and that’s why it’s im-
portant to continue to promote pro-growth, 
pro-small-business, pro-farmer economic 
policies. 

It’s one thing to say we’ve overcome the 
obstacles. The real question is how do we 
make sure that this prosperity lasts. So I’ll 
give you some ideas. First, America must be 
the best place in the world to do business. 
If you want jobs to stay right here in America, 
we better make sure this is the best place 
to create jobs. That means less regulations 
on our businessowners and employers. It 
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means we’ve got to do something about frivo-
lous lawsuits that make it hard for people 
to expand their job base. 

If you want to make sure jobs stay here, 
Congress needs to pass my energy plan. Lis-
ten, if you don’t have energy, you’re not 
going to have jobs. We need to make sure 
the electricity system is reliable. You in Ohio 
know what I’m talking about. We’ve got to 
make sure that we use alternative sources of 
energy like ethanol and biodiesel. We’ve got 
to make sure that we continue to enhance 
conservation. We’ve got to make sure we use 
our technology so we can burn coal. We’ve 
got to make sure we use our technology so 
we can continue to explore for natural gas. 
What I’m telling you is if we want jobs to 
be here in America, this country must be-
come less reliant on foreign sources of en-
ergy. 

A couple other points I want to talk about. 
One, in order to make sure jobs are here, 
we need to open up markets for U.S. prod-
ucts. It would be a mistake to adopt the poli-
cies of economic isolationism. Do you realize, 
one in five manufacturing jobs in America 
depend upon exports? If you’re good at 
something, we ought to promote it. If you’re 
good at growing crops, we ought to be selling 
crops all around the world. If you’re good 
at manufacturing things, we ought to make 
sure you have a chance to do so. We’ve 
opened up our markets for foreign goods. 
This is not just the policy of this administra-
tion, it’s the policy of both Republican and 
Democrat Presidents. And I’ll tell you why. 
If you’ve got more products to choose from, 
you’re likely to get the product you want at 
a better price or higher quality. That’s how 
the marketplace works. It makes sense to—
to give you more choices as a consumer. It 
makes economic sense. 

And so what I say to places like China is, 
‘‘You treat us the way we treat you.’’ And 
I say that—and not only that, we’ve used the 
tools at my disposal to make it clear to China 
and other countries we expect to be treated 
fairly. And the reason I say that with cer-
tainty—that it’s good for America—is I know 
we can compete with anybody, anytime, any-
where so long as the rules are fair. 

Finally, to make sure you’ve got jobs here 
in Ohio and all across America, we’ve got 

to be wise about how we spend your money 
and keep your taxes low. Running up the 
taxes—running up taxes on the American 
people would hurt economic growth. So 
the—so taxes are an issue. 

The fellow I’m running against has pro-
posed $2.2 trillion in new Federal spending 
so far. [Laughter] We still got October to 
go—[laughter]—three debates in October. 
So they said, ‘‘How are you going to pay for 
all that money?’’ And by the way, 2.2 trillion 
is a lot, particularly for—or even for a Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. [Laughter] So they 
said, ‘‘How are you going to pay for it?’’ It’s 
a legitimate question, isn’t it? ‘‘In the course 
of a campaign, you made all these promises, 
you’re going to do all this stuff on health care, 
and all this stuff on here, and all that stuff 
on there, how are you going to pay for it?’’ 
He said, ‘‘Oh, that’s easy. We’ll just tax the 
rich.’’

Now, we’ve heard that before. I know 
you’ve heard that before. By the way, most 
small businesses in America are—pay tax at 
the individual income-tax rate. Ninety per-
cent of the small businesses are sole propri-
etorships or limited partnerships. Therefore, 
they pay income tax at the individual rate. 
And so you hear him say, ‘‘Well, we’re going 
to tax the rich. We’re just going to run up 
the top two brackets.’’ The first thing wrong 
with that proposal is you’re starting to tax 
the job creators of America. Seventy percent 
of the new jobs in America are created by 
small businesses. It makes no sense to tax 
the job creators in this country just as this 
economy is being to recover. 

Secondly, you can’t tax the rich enough to 
pay for $2.2 trillion of new spending. So 
there’s a tax gap. Guess who usually fills the 
tax gap when there is one? You do. Yes, I 
know. Thirdly, the rich hire lawyers and ac-
countants for a reason. That’s to stick you 
with the bill. The good news is you’re not 
going to get stuck with the bill, because we’re 
going to carry Ohio again and win in Novem-
ber. [Applause] 

Okay. Let me talk about—thank you for 
coming. Thank you. We got work to do. Save 
your energy. Save your energy. [Laughter] 

I want to talk about education. A hopeful 
America is one in which not one child is left 
behind. I went to Washington, as I told you, 
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to solve problems, not to pass them on to 
future generations. We saw a problem. Con-
gressman Boehner saw a problem too in pub-
lic schools, and the problem was this, that 
people were just being shuffled through 
school grade after grade, year after year with-
out learning the basics. That’s a problem. 

If you want a hopeful America, you better 
make sure every child learns and they learn 
early, before it’s too late. So I worked with 
the Congressman. I said, ‘‘I tell you what 
we’ll do. We’ll increase spending at the Fed-
eral level, but we’re going to start asking 
some important questions, starting with, can 
the children read?’’ Seems like to make 
sense, doesn’t it? If you’re going to increase 
spending, you ought to at least know whether 
or not the system is working. 

So John and I and others drafted some leg-
islation called the No Child Left Behind Act, 
the heart of which says the following things. 
One, we trust local people to make the right 
decisions for the schools. We’re going to talk 
about some school decisionmakers—with 
some school decisionmakers here. 

Secondly, it says we need to measure, not 
the Federal Government doesn’t need to 
measure, the people outside of Washington 
need to measure so we can determine wheth-
er or not we’re meeting goals. And the first 
goal is every child reading by third grade—
at grade level by the third grade. It seems 
to make sense, doesn’t it? That’s a legitimate 
request to ask of the school systems, in return 
for 49-percent increase in K-through-12 
funding since I’ve been in Washington, DC, 
that people learn how to read, write, add, 
and subtract. 

Thirdly, we’re raising the standards. I went 
to Washington to challenge the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. What that means is, 
when you lower the standards, you get lousy 
results. We can’t have a hopeful America un-
less every child has a chance to succeed be-
cause every child has been taught how to 
read and write and add and subtract. As a 
result of the legislation we passed, an 
achievement gap is beginning to close in this 
country. It’s happening. 

I’ll tell you what else we did, which is an 
important part of the accountability system. 
We—I’m going to use a fancy word—
disaggregated results. That means we meas-

ured by race, for example. See, we want to 
know if every child is learning to read and 
write and add and subtract. We don’t want 
any doubt in our mind that the system is 
making sure it’s hopeful for everybody. You 
don’t know whether every child is learning 
to read and write and add and subtract unless 
you measure, unless you show the results, 
unless you say to parents, ‘‘This school is 
great. This school needs help.’’

Some people say, ‘‘You shouldn’t test. 
You’re just punishing the schools.’’ I dis-
agree. By not testing, you’re punishing chil-
dren. By testing, you can determine what 
needs to be cured. You can’t solve a problem 
unless you diagnose the problem. And we’re 
using the accountability system as a diag-
nostic tool to lift the sights and the spirits 
of every child in this country. 

So that’s what we’re here to talk about, 
the No Child Left Behind Act. It’s a vital 
piece of legislation. Someone said, ‘‘Well, you 
know, when you look back, what’s going to 
be important?’’ Well, I’ll tell you, the peace 
is going to be important when I look back 
on my time as your President, but also mak-
ing sure that this education system fulfilled 
its promise, that our teachers had the tools 
necessary to teach. 

One of the things we’ve got in the program 
we’re going to talk about is teacher training, 
that the local folks were able to make the 
right decisions, that moms and dads were 
happy with what they were receiving, that 
the community was involved. No, I’m proud 
of this piece of legislation. We’re not going 
to turn back. We’re not going to allow my 
opponent to weaken it. We’re going to con-
tinue moving forward to make sure every 
child has a chance to realize his or her 
dreams. 

A couple of other things I want to talk 
about. We’re going to make sure that in high 
school, there’s at-risk—programs for at-risk 
kids. Listen, if you’re going to start a job in 
a changing world, you need a college degree. 
Yet, one in four of our students doesn’t get 
there. And since they don’t get there, it 
means we better do something better. So 
we’re going to make sure we intervene in 
high schools on reading and math and 
sciences. We’ll continue to expand reading 
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and sciences. We’re going to continue to ex-
pand Pell grants. We want to make sure that 
everybody has a chance to start their career 
with at least 2 years of college, in order to 
make sure there’s a hopeful tomorrow. In 
other words, we got to plan not only to build 
on No Child Left Behind but to take the 
progress of No Child Left Behind, the suc-
cess of No Child Left Behind to our high 
schools. 

In a changing world, a lot of times people 
need a new set of skills. You know what I’m 
talking about. When you’ve seen jobs leave, 
new jobs come in, and oftentimes, somebody 
needs a little help in making sure they got 
the skills necessary to fill the jobs. That’s why 
I’m such a strong believer in the community 
college system in America. I want to make 
sure workers have a lifetime of learning op-
portunity in this country. 

These are all plans to make sure education 
works from K all the way through lifetime. 

Now, let me talk to some people who know 
what I’m talking about. We got George 
Tombaugh with us. He is the superintendent 
of——

George Tombaugh. Westerville School 
District. 

The President. Good. Where is that? 
Mr. Tombaugh. Northeast side of Colum-

bus, Ohio. 
The President. There you go. How are 

things in Westerville? 
Mr. Tombaugh. Very good, sir. We have 

a great school system and a great staff. 
The President. Good. So tell me what life 

is like under No Child Left Behind. 

[Mr. Tombaugh made brief remarks.] 

The President. Yes, see, one thing that’s 
important about accountability is it lets you 
determine whether the curriculum you’re 
using is working. If you’re using a lousy cur-
riculum, you’re going to get lousy results. 
And it helps schools adjust. It helps teachers 
understand whether or not the systems they 
use work. This is a tool. This is a helpful 
tool. Measurement is good. I’ve heard all the 
excuses. Listen, I was a Governor at one 
time, and you heard them all, ‘‘Oh, all they’re 
doing is teaching the test’’—I’m sure you’ve 
heard that—or ‘‘They’re testing too much.’’

If you use the accountability system prop-
erly, it is a great diagnostic tool to make sure 
children have a chance. You know what I’m 
talking about when I tell you sometimes we 
walk into a classroom and see a classroom 
full of child that are—these so-called ‘‘hard 
to teach.’’ You know what happened with the 
so-called ‘‘hard to teach,’’ don’t you? They 
just moved them through. That’s how you 
handled the so-called ‘‘hard to teach’’ when 
you didn’t have an accountability system—
or a classroom full of children whose moms 
or dads might not speak English as a first 
language. ‘‘Let’s just move them through. No 
one is going catch us.’’ I’m not saying it was 
that conscious, but it happened. It was prac-
ticed. And it wasn’t right, and it wasn’t fair, 
and it wasn’t what America stands for. Every 
child should have a chance. 

You ready to go? Good job. Kathy Rank, 
sitting right here next to—I’m sitting right 
here next to the Ohio Teacher of the Year. 
Thank you. 

First of all, all the teachers out there need 
to know how much I appreciate you being 
a teacher. It is a noble and important profes-
sion. And if youngsters are looking for a great 
way to serve our country, teach. Teach a 
child. Impart knowledge. What a fantastic 
way to make a living. Thanks for coming. 
Where do you teach? 

Kathy Rank. I teach at Bennett Inter-
mediate, which is part of Piqua City School 
System. 

The President. Great, and what grades? 
Mrs. Rank. Fourth grade. 
The President. Fourth grade. That’s good. 

I remember my fourth grade teacher, Augus-
tine B. Crosby. [Laughter] Somebody some-
day is going to sit back and say, ‘‘Gosh, I 
remember my teacher, Kathy Rank.’’ What’s 
the nature of the school, kind of school? 

[Mrs. Rank made further remarks.] 

The President. Yes, good job. That’s 
great. You can see why she’s teacher of the 
year. One of the things I think we need to 
do—and I talked to John about this on the 
bus, although I think people in the White 
House have already talked to him about it—
is to set up about a half-a-billion-dollar fund 
to reward teachers who are helping students 
meet the standards and goals, as an incentive 
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program. I know we need to have loan for-
giveness—student loan forgiveness for teach-
ers who teach in special ed or math or 
science in schools that need special ed, math, 
or science teachers. Matter of fact, the loan 
forgiveness ought to go from 5,000 to 
$17,500 to provide incentives for teachers to 
fill the needs where they’re needed most. I 
still believe we ought to continue to increase 
teacher training funds. These teachers have 
got great hearts, and sometimes they need 
the tools necessary to be able to teach the 
curriculum that works. 

So, thanks for coming. Congratulations. 
See you in Washington——

Mrs. Rank. All right. I’m looking forward 
to it. 

The President. ——Teacher of the Year 
award. 

Tracy Reiner is with us, a mom. Tell us 
about your little guy, Tracy. 

Tracy Reiner. Well, I have three great 
kids. They’re here with me today. I have 
Zach, who’s in sixth grade; Joshua, who’s in 
fourth grade; and Abby, who’s in third grade. 
They attend Hopewell Elementary in the 
Lakota School System in West Chester——

The President. Good. 
Mrs. Reiner. ——where you’ll be speak-

ing later today, I understand. 
The President. Yes, we’re ready to crank 

it up, yes. [Laughter] I’m just warming up 
here. [Laughter] 

Mrs. Reiner. And if I could just add real 
quick, the principal sends his greetings, and 
he wants you to know there is very much 
support in the Lakota School System for you. 

The President. Oh, thank you. I appre-
ciate you saying that. Tell me about Josh, and 
the No Child Left Behind Act. 

[Mrs. Reiner made further remarks, con-
cluding as follows.] 

Mrs. Reiner. And I need to add this, that 
my children know discipline. In fact, they 
were just reminded last night about dis-
cipline. But this is not—[laughter]. 

The President. You probably want to keep 
that one to yourself, Mom, you know. 
[Laughter] She’s turning this into Dr. Phil, 
you know. [Laughter] Don’t worry about it. 
The same thing happened to me a couple 

of times. [Laughter] Listen to your mother, 
though. Still listening to mine. [Laughter] 

[Mrs. Reiner made further remarks.] 

The President. It’s working. Good job. 
Congratulations, Josh. Ninety-nine, brother. 
Let me—Tracy talked about parental in-
volvement; I think there needs to be commu-
nity involvement as well. See, I think we need 
to support our teachers and principals and 
superintendents. You know, a lot of people 
look to Washington. You’re not going to find 
support out of Washington. You’ll find 
money. You’ll find good law, but the truth 
of the matter is, a responsible society is one 
in which people who live close to the school 
systems support the school systems and sup-
port the teachers. 

Nick is with us today, Nick Lashutka. He 
is the—what do you do, Nick? 

Nick Lashutka. I’m the director of gov-
ernment relations at the Ohio Business 
Roundtable. 

The President. Good. And so, therefore, 
why are you sitting here? [Laughter] 

Mr. Lashutka. Because improving Ohio’s 
public schools is the single most important 
priority for our organization. 

The President. There you go. And your 
organization is called the Roundtable. I guess 
you meet at a round table, but why would 
you call it the—what’s it—who sits at the 
table? 

Mr. Lashutka. Our organization consists 
of the CEOs of the State’s largest business 
enterprises, and we focus on issues of com-
petitiveness. And for us, a growing economy 
and the elements of that are primary for our 
mission. And at the center of that, what really 
drives that is talent, and that’s having an edu-
cated citizenry. It’s having a qualified work-
force, and it’s having the kind of individuals 
in our public schools that are capable of 
going on, earning higher degrees and being 
able to be really——

The President. So what are you doing? 
How are you helping? 

[Mr. Lashutka made further remarks.] 

The President. Great. Good job. Thanks 
for coming. Listen, thank you all for being 
here. We’re making progress. We’re achiev-
ing what every American wants, every child 
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receive—being able to realize their dreams 
through a good education. 

I want to talk about keeping the peace. 
I want to talk about the challenges we face 
to secure this country, make the world and 
America a safer place. You know, later on 
this week, I’m going to have a chance to de-
bate my opponent. It’s been a little tough 
to prepare, because he keeps changing posi-
tions on the war on terror. He voted for the 
use of force in Iraq and then didn’t vote to 
fund the troops. He complained that we’re 
not spending enough money to help in the 
reconstruction of Iraq, and now he’s saying 
we’re spending too much. He said it was the 
right decision to go into Iraq; now he calls 
it the wrong war. Probably could spend 90 
minutes debating himself. [Laughter] 

You cannot lead when people don’t know 
where you stand. In order to make sure 
America is a safer place——

Audience member. We need you as a 
leader! [Laughter] 

The President. In order to make sure 
America is safer, the President must speak 
clearly and mean what he says. I’ll share 
some lessons with you about September the 
11th. We face a brutal enemy that has no 
conscience. They are the kind of people that 
you just can’t reason with. It makes no sense 
for anybody to say, ‘‘Oh, all we’ve got to do 
is change our ways because they’ll change 
their visions.’’ It’s just not true. You can’t ne-
gotiate with these people. You cannot ration-
alize with these people. The best way to pro-
tect America is to stay on the offense against 
them around the world so we do not have 
to face them here at home. 

We’re making progress. We’re working 
with our friends and allies to bring Al Qaida 
to justice. Seventy-five percent of their lead-
ership has been brought to justice. Just yes-
terday, if you noticed, that in Pakistan, one 
of the killers of Danny Pearl had been ar-
rested. One by one, we’re finding these peo-
ple. 

It’s a different kind of war. And first of 
all, I wish I wasn’t talking about war. We 
didn’t ask for this war. This war came to our 
shores. And there’s only one way to deal with 
it, and that is to do everything we possibly 
can to protect the American people using all 
our assets, using everything at our disposal. 

And anything short of that will mean this 
Government has not done its duty to the 
American people. Our most solemn duty is 
to protect you. 

Now, we can make sure the Homeland Se-
curity Department works well and do a bet-
ter job on our borders and ports, which we’re 
doing. But the only way to protect America 
in the long term is to—to protect America 
at all is to stay on the offense against these 
killers and to spread liberty and freedom. 
That’s the only way we can protect this coun-
try. 

In a different kind of war, we had to recog-
nize that we’re not facing a nation; we’re fac-
ing a group of people who have adopted an 
ideology of hatred and love to find places 
where they can hide. They’re like parasites. 
They kind of leech on to a host and hope 
the host weakens over time so they can even-
tually become the host. That’s why I said to 
the Taliban in Afghanistan, ‘‘Get rid of Al 
Qaida. See, you’re harboring Al Qaida.’’ Re-
member, this is a place where they trained—
Al Qaida trained thousands of people in Af-
ghanistan. And the Taliban, I guess, just 
didn’t believe me. And as a result of the 
United States military, Taliban no longer is 
in existence and the people of Afghanistan 
are now free. In other words, when you say 
something as President, you better make it 
clear so everybody understands what you’re 
saying and you better mean what you say. 
And I meant what I said. [Applause] Okay, 
hold on for a minute. Thank you all. I meant 
what I said for the sake of peace, because 
I understood that America would become 
more secure by denying Al Qaida safe haven 
and training bases in Afghanistan. 

But I want to tell you something else that’s 
on my mind during the course of my deci-
sionmaking. I understand how powerful free-
dom can be. And I want you to think about 
Afghanistan. It wasn’t all that long ago that 
the Taliban were running that country. Peo-
ple say, ‘‘What were they like?’’ They’re the 
opposite of America. If you had a point of 
view that didn’t coincide with what they 
thought, you were in trouble. They didn’t be-
lieve in the freedom of anything. They have 
a dark vision about the world. We have a 
vision based upon light. We believe in free-
dom. We believe you can worship freely 

VerDate jul 14 2003 22:02 Oct 04, 2004 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P40OCT4.001 P40OCT4



2161Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Sept. 27

any—in this country, any way you want—any 
way you want. It’s your right. You can speak 
your mind. You can participate in the polit-
ical process. You can write any editorial you 
want in this country. That’s freedom. That’s 
not what the Taliban thought. You know that 
young girls weren’t allowed to go to school, 
or many—most young girls weren’t allowed 
to go to school under the Taliban. Imagine 
a society like that. It’s hard for Americans 
to visualize that. 

So not only was Al Qaida being able to 
train there in Afghanistan, but it was a re-
pressive society. Repressive societies breed 
violent people. Repressive societies breed 
those who are willing to strike at those of 
us who love freedom as well. 

Today, in Afghanistan—I want you to hear 
this fact—today, in Afghanistan some—a lit-
tle more than 3 years since we liberated 
them, 10 million people have registered to 
vote, 41 percent of whom are women, in the 
elections that will be held in about the first—
let’s see, I think the 9th of October. Think 
about that, a country that has gone from 
darkness to light because of freedom. Free-
dom is powerful. It’s powerful. Unbelievable 
statistic, I think. And I tell you why it’s im-
portant. One way to defeat the ideologs of 
hate is to spread freedom. Free societies an-
swer to the hopes and needs of the average 
citizens. Free societies do not export terror. 
Afghanistan is an ally now in the war on ter-
ror. In order to make sure America is secure 
in the long run, we must have allies standing 
with us in the broader Middle East. 

Another lesson I learned is that we’ve got 
to deal with threats when we see them. 
We’ve got to take a threat seriously before 
it fully materializes. Prior to September the 
11th, the American President and policy-
makers could say, ‘‘Well, we see a threat, but 
it’s probably not going to come and hurt us.’’ 
That all changed on September the 11th. 
Every time we see a threat now, we must 
take it seriously before it comes to hurt us 
again. 

And so I looked around the world and saw 
a significant threat in Saddam Hussein. I’ll 
tell you why I saw a threat. One, he a was 
a sworn enemy of the United States of Amer-
ica. Secondly, he was firing missiles at U.S. 
pilots who were enforcing the sanctions 

placed upon him by the world. Thirdly, I 
knew exactly how he felt about the demands 
of the free world. As they say down in Texas, 
he could care less. After all, they’d passed 
16 different resolutions, and he ignored them 
all. Fourthly, there was terrorists like Abu 
Abbas, Abu Nidal—Abu Abbas is the guy 
who killed Leon Klinghoffer; Abu Nidal, fa-
mous terrorists. We knew Zarqawi was in and 
out of Baghdad. He had terrorist connec-
tions. He also used weapons of mass destruc-
tion. The lessons of September the 11th were 
we must take these threats seriously. 

I went to the Congress and said, ‘‘We see 
a threat.’’ Members of the United States 
Congress from both political parties looked 
at the same intelligence I looked at, remem-
bered the same history I had just recited to 
you, and concluded that, yes, Saddam Hus-
sein was a threat, and not only that, con-
cluded that they—that force might be nec-
essary, and they authorized the use of force 
for the President, if necessary, to use force 
to deal with the threat. 

My opponent, he looked at the same intel-
ligence I looked at. He remembered the 
same history I remembered. And when it 
came time to vote for the authorization of 
force, he voted ‘‘yes.’’

So I went to the United Nations. Let me 
tell you why I did: Because the President 
must try all means to prevent war. I under-
stand the consequences of putting our troops 
in harm’s way, and before any President puts 
one troop in harm’s way, they best try all 
different means the solve the problem. And 
I was hoping that diplomacy would work. I 
was hoping that finally Saddam Hussein 
would listen to the demands of the free 
world. At the United Nations, I laid out our 
case. They looked at the intelligence. They 
concluded with a 15-to-nothing vote in the 
United Nations Security Council that Sad-
dam Hussein should disclose, disarm, or face 
serious consequences. Fifteen to nothing was 
the vote. As a matter of fact, they also sent 
in inspectors into Iraq. The problem was 
Saddam Hussein systematically deceived the 
inspectors. You can’t inspect unless you get 
cooperation. They got no cooperation. 

It was clear that he wasn’t about to cooper-
ate with the United Nations. It was clear that, 
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once again, he was going to ignore the de-
mands of the free world. Diplomacy wasn’t 
working. So I have a choice to make at this 
point in time: Do I forget the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th and just hope for the best 
when it came to a madman who brutalized 
his own people, or do I take action necessary 
to defend this country? Given that choice, 
I will defend America every time. [Applause] 
Thank you all. 

A couple of other things. I know what you 
know. We’ve got a great military. I want to 
thank those who wear the uniform. I want 
to thank the loved ones of those who wear 
the uniform. And when we put our troops 
in harm’s way, they need to have the full sup-
port of the Federal Government—the full 
support. That’s why I went and asked for $87 
billion of additional spending for impor-
tant—this is an important piece of legislation. 
After all, it’s for ammunition, fuel, spare 
parts, body armor, hazard pay, health bene-
fits, things necessary when you’ve got your 
troops in combat. This money was going to 
go to not only those in Afghanistan but Iraq. 
It was vital. 

Fortunately, Members of Congress here 
knew how vital it was, and they stood up like 
most of the Members of Congress and voted, 
‘‘Yes. We’ll fund the troops.’’ As a matter of 
fact, the support was so strong that only 12 
Members of the United States Senate voted 
against funding our troops, 2 of whom are 
my opponent and his runningmate. Now, 
when you’re out there campaigning, I want 
you to remind the good folks of this statistic. 
There were only four Members of the United 
States Senate who said, ‘‘Yes, we’re going to 
send troops,’’ but, ‘‘No, we’re not going to 
pay for them.’’ In other words, ‘‘Yes, we’re 
going to send troops by authorizing force’’—
they voted to authorize force—but then 
when the troops were in harm’s way, did not 
vote the money to support the troops. Only 
4—there’s 100 Members of the Senate; 4 
voted that way, 2 of whom are my opponent 
and his runningmate. 

So they asked him, they said, ‘‘How could 
you possibly have made that vote?’’ He said, 
‘‘I actually did vote for the $87 billion, before 
I voted against it.’’ You’ve got to be able to 
speak clearly in order to make this world a 
more peaceful place. You cannot expect to 

lead this world if you try to take both sides 
of every position. Finally, they kept pressing 
him. He said, ‘‘The whole thing’s a com-
plicated matter.’’ There’s nothing com-
plicated about supporting our troops in com-
bat. 

We’ll prevail. We will prevail if we’re reso-
lute and determined. We’ll prevail because 
we’ll stay on the hunt, and we’ve got a great 
coalition of nations. There are 40 nations in-
volved in Afghanistan, some 30 in Iraq. Peo-
ple are doing hard work, and I appreciate 
the sacrifice the people of those countries 
are making right alongside our troops. I’ll 
continue to build these coalitions. I’ll con-
tinue to praise the people and not denigrate 
the contributions. But one thing I’ll never 
do is I’ll never turn over national—our coun-
try’s national security decisions to leaders of 
other countries. [Applause] 

Finally, a couple of other things. Thank 
you all very much. I appreciate that. A couple 
of other points I do want to make. They’ll 
be short, you’ll be happy to hear. [Laughter] 

We’ve got hard work in Iraq, no question 
about it. And the reason why is because peo-
ple are trying to stop the march of freedom. 
These terrorists cannot beat our military. 
They cannot beat our military. The only 
thing, the only weapon they have is their will-
ingness to behead a citizen and put it on TV. 
The only weapon they have is the capacity 
to shake our conscience. They understand 
people in America. See, we value human 
rights and human dignity. Our heart breaks 
when a—for the family of those two fellows 
who were beheaded, just as Prime Minister 
Allawi was here. 

This guy, Zarqawi and his crowd, they are 
so coldblooded that they have no conscience. 
Yet, they know we do. And their main tool 
is their capacity to get on our TV screens, 
with horror that the American people just 
cannot stomach it, because we’re civilized 
and we love and we’re compassionate. It’s 
really important for them not to be able to 
shake our will. I’ll tell you why. A free Iraq 
is in our interests. A free Iraq will become 
an ally in the war on terror. A free Iraq will 
be such a hopeful example for other nations. 
A free Iraq will serve as stark contrast to the 
hateful ideology of these people. 
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We’ll stay with the Iraqi people because 
when America gives its word, it must keep 
its word in order to make the world a more 
peaceful place. We’ll stay with the Iraqi peo-
ple because it’s in our interests. We’ll stay 
with the Iraqi people because they long for 
freedom; they desire to be free. 

People say to me, ‘‘Well, maybe certain 
parts of the world don’t want to be free.’’ 
I strongly disagree. I believe people want to 
be free because I believe freedom is the gift 
from the Almighty God to each man and 
woman in this world. 

Schools are being rebuilt. The electricity 
is up to pre-war levels. Hospitals are func-
tioning. Children are being immunized. But 
it’s hard work. It’s hard work. And—but 
amidst this hard work, remember this: Elec-
tions are going to be held in January. This 
country is headed to democracy. I appreciate 
visiting with Prime Minister Allawi. He’s a 
guy who woke up one day in a London flat 
to see two men standing beside his bed with 
axes, sent by Saddam Hussein to kill him. 
He, fortunately, got out of that, got wounded 
severely. He knows firsthand what it means 
to be dealing with a tyrant. He is determined. 
He is strong. He tells me right to my face, 
‘‘Mr. President, we will succeed.’’ And I be-
lieve him. We’ll succeed so long as the 
United States does not grow weary or tired 
and allow these thugs to shake our will. And 
it’s in our interests. 

I want to tell you a story, and then I’ll—
let me tell you a story I like to tell people. 
It’s my—with my dealings—the story is about 
my dealings with Prime Minister Koizumi of 
Japan. I saw him in New York recently. I 
said, ‘‘Do you mind if I tell people about 
you?’’ And he should have said, ‘‘You already 
started.’’ But anyway—[laughter]—he said, 
‘‘Not at all.’’ So I’m going to tell you about 
him. 

First, he likes Elvis—[laughter]—favorite 
movie is ‘‘High Noon.’’ Anyway, I like to tell 
the story about talking to Prime Minister 
Koizumi, because I’m talking to the leader 
of a former enemy. It was 60 years ago or 
so we were fighting the Japanese. My dad 
was there. I’m sure your relatives were there, 
a bloody war. 

And after World War II was over with, 
Harry S. Truman, one of my predecessors, 

said, ‘‘We’ll help Japan become a self-gov-
erning democracy.’’ A lot of people in the 
United States didn’t believe that was capable 
of happening. Some people said, ‘‘Why even 
bother. They’re the enemy.’’ But Harry Tru-
man and others in this country believed that 
liberty has got the capacity to transform en-
emies to allies. That’s what he believed. 

And that’s what I believe. So I sit at the 
table with Prime Minister Koizumi, and 
we’re talking about the peace we all want. 
We’re talking about how to make the world 
a more peaceful place. Think about that for 
a minute. There we were at war with an 
enemy, and today, the leader of Japan and 
the United States are working together in 
concert for peace. Someday, an American 
President will be sitting down with a duly 
elected leader of Iraq talking about the 
peace, talking about how to make sure peace 
comes in a troubled part of the world so our 
children and our grandchildren can grow up 
in a more peaceful, peaceful world. 

We have an obligation, I think—this gen-
eration has an obligation to do the hard work, 
the hard work to defend ourselves from these 
brutal killers, the hard work to spread free-
dom and liberty, the work necessary so that 
someday, people will look back at us and say, 
‘‘Thank goodness they didn’t lose faith. 
Thank goodness they were strong in their be-
liefs that we can overcome this evil and that 
liberty will help change the world for the bet-
ter.’’

I want to thank you all for coming. I’m 
ready to go. God bless you all, and God bless 
our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at the 
Midwest Livestock and Expo Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senator Zell Miller of Geor-
gia, who made the keynote address at the Repub-
lican National Convention; Robert T. Bennett, 
chairman, Ohio Republican Party; television host 
Phillip ‘‘Dr. Phil’’ McGraw; Amjad Hussain 
Farooqi, Pakistani terrorist killed by Pakistani 
military forces in Nawabshah, Pakistan, on Sep-
tember 26, who participated in the 2002 kidnaping 
and later killing of Wall Street Journal journalist 
Daniel Pearl; Eugene Armstrong and Jack 
Hensley, American citizens who were killed in 
Iraq on September 20 and 21, respectively, by 
militants led by senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi 
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of the Iraqi Interim Government; and Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Remarks in Xenia, Ohio 
September 27, 2004

Thank you, Mr. Mayor. There you go. 
Thanks, Mr. Mayor. Listen, thank you all for 
coming out to say hello. As you can see, I’m 
taking a bus trip. [Laughter] It’s a fantastic 
way to see your beautiful State. I get to wave 
to people, shake some hands, and tell people 
that I’m running for a reason. I want this 
country to be a safer country, a stronger 
country, and a better country. 

I’m proud to be with Mike and Fran 
DeWine and Congressman Dave Hobson. I 
want to thank you for coming out to say hello. 
I’m asking for your help. I’m asking for your 
vote. We’ve going to win Ohio again. We’re 
going to win in November. 

God bless you all. Thanks for coming. 
Great to see you all. Thanks for being here. 
Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m. at the 
Greene County Courthouse. In his remarks, he 
referred to Mayor John Saraga of Xenia, OH; and 
Senator Mike DeWine of Ohio and his wife, Fran. 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.

Remarks in West Chester, Ohio 
September 27, 2004

The President. Thanks for coming. Thank 
you all. Thanks for coming. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
That’s what I’m here to tell you: I’m ready 
to lead this Nation for 4 more years. And 
I’m here to ask for your vote. 

I think you’ve got to get out among the 
people and give them a reason. That’s what 
I’m here to do today. I’m here to give you 
a reason why you ought to put me back in 
office for 4 more years. I not only want your 
vote; I want your help. I’d like for you to 
register your friends and neighbors, tell them 
we have a duty in this country to participate 
in democracy. Register your Republican 
friends; register your independent friends; 

register your discerning Democrat friends, 
people like Zell Miller. And then when it’s 
voting time, head them to the polls and tell 
them if they want a safer America, a stronger 
America, and a better America, to put me 
and Dick Cheney back in office. 

Thanks for coming. It’s a good sign when 
this many people come here for a rally. Let 
me tell you what I think. I think we’re going 
to carry Ohio again, and I think we’re going 
to win a great victory in November. 

I wish Laura were here today to see this 
crowd. I’m going to have dinner with her to-
night, and I cannot wait to tell her what I 
saw. As you might remember, she was a pub-
lic school librarian. I asked her to marry me. 
She said, ‘‘Fine, just so long as I don’t ever 
have to give a speech.’’ [Laughter] I said, 
‘‘Okay.’’ [Laughter] Fortunately, she didn’t 
hold me to that promise. The American peo-
ple got to see her in New York City a while 
ago, saw what a strong, compassionate, great 
lady she is. I love her dearly. Perhaps the 
most important reason to put me back into 
office is so that Laura is First Lady for 4 
more years. 

I’m proud of my runningmate. Dick Che-
ney is a fine man. Listen, I admit it, he 
doesn’t have the waviest hair in the race. 
[Laughter] I didn’t pick him for his hair. I 
picked him because of his experience, his 
sound judgment. I picked him because he 
can get the job done for the American peo-
ple. 

I’m proud to be on this stage with John 
Boehner. What a fine man he is and a great 
United States Congressman. I’m proud to 
have worked with him on important legisla-
tion, and I’m proud to call him friend. I’m 
honored that Mike DeWine is with me today, 
the fine United States Senator from the State 
of Ohio. I appreciate you coming, Mike. 
Speaking about Senators, I hope you put 
George Voinovich back in office. He’s a fine 
leader, good man. 

I appreciate Congressman Rob Portman, 
Dave Hobson, who is with us, Mike Turner, 
Steve Chabot. I want to thank you all for 
coming. I’m proud you’re serving the people 
of the great State of Ohio so well. 

I want to thank all the State and local offi-
cials who are here. I know the Lieutenant 
Governor and the State auditor. My friend 
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Joe Deters is here. Write him in. Make sure 
you write him in. He’s a good one. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists. 
I see my friend Anthony Munoz is here. I 
appreciate you. 

Audience members. Munoz! 
The President. Yes. He can still play, I 

agree. [Laughter] Fortunately, he’s on my 
team. I need him, and I appreciate his hard 
work. 

I want to thank Darryl Worley. I’m hon-
ored you’re here, Darryl. I hope you like his 
music as much as I do. 

Lakota East High School and Lakota West 
High School, thank you all for being here. 

Most of all, thank you all for coming. It 
lifts my spirits to see so many people. I’m 
honored you’re here, and I appreciate your 
interest in this campaign. You know, I’m 
looking forward to campaigning. I like it. I 
like to tell people what I believe, where I 
stand, and where I intend to lead this Nation 
for the next 4 years. 

I believe every child can learn and every 
school must teach. I went to Washington to 
challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
I didn’t like a system that had low expecta-
tions and just shuffled kids through school 
year after year, grade after grade without 
teaching the basics. That’s not right. That’s 
not the America we know. So I worked with 
John Boehner to change the laws. We’ve 
raised the standards. We now measure so we 
can solve problems early, before they’re too 
late. We trust the local people to run their 
schools. We’re making progress in America. 
An achievement gap is closing, and we’re not 
going to turn back. 

I believe we have a moral responsibility 
to honor our seniors with good health care. 
I went to Washington to solve problems, not 
to pass them on to future Presidents. I felt 
like we had a problem in Medicare. Medicine 
was modernizing, but Medicare wasn’t. Take, 
for example, the fact that Medicare would 
pay some $100,000 for heart surgery but not 
one dime for the prescription drugs that 
would prevent the heart surgery from being 
needed in the first place. That wasn’t fair to 
our seniors. It’s not fair to the taxpayers. We 
brought people together. We’ve strength-
ened and modernized medicine. Our seniors 
will be getting prescription drugs in Medi-

care in 2006, and we’re not going to turn 
back. 

I believe in the energy and innovative spir-
it of America’s workers and small-business 
owners and farmers and ranchers. And that’s 
why we unleashed that energy with the larg-
est tax relief in a generation. 

Listen, our economy has been through a 
lot. You might remember the stock market 
had been declining for about 5 months prior 
to our arrival in Washington, DC. And then 
when the recession came and hit us, and then 
some of our citizens forgot what it meant to 
be a responsible American. They didn’t tell 
the truth to their shareholders and their em-
ployees. We passed tough laws in the face 
of those corporate scandals. We made it 
abundantly clear, we will not tolerate dishon-
esty in the boardrooms of America. And then 
we got hit on September the 11th, and that 
hurt our economy as well. 

When you’re out there rounding up the 
vote, you remind people what this economy 
has been through. But our economy is strong, 
and it is getting stronger. Our economy has 
been growing at rates as fast as any in nearly 
20 years. The national unemployment rate 
is 5.4 percent, which is lower than the unem-
ployment rate—average unemployment rate 
in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Still, parts 
of our country are lagging behind. You’ve got 
some people who are hurting here in Ohio. 
I know that. I’m not going to rest until every 
American who wants to work can find a job. 
We’ll continue to promote pro-growth, pro-
small-business, pro-farmer economic policy 
so everybody has a chance to be able to make 
a living. 

I believe the most solemn duty of the 
American President is to protect the Amer-
ican people. If America shows uncertainty 
and weakness in this decade, the world will 
drift toward tragedy. This is not going to hap-
pen on my watch. 

I’m running for President with a clear and 
positive plan to build a safer world and a 
more hopeful America. I’m running with a 
compassionate conservative philosophy that 
Government should help people improve 
their lives, not try to run their lives. I believe 
this Nation wants steady, consistent, prin-
cipled leadership, and that is why, with your 
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help, we’ll carry Ohio and win a great victory 
in November. 

I understand the world we live in is chang-
ing. In the generation of our dads and 
granddads, a man generally had one job, one 
career, worked for one company that pro-
vided a pension plan and health care. This 
is a different world we’re living in. Many peo-
ple change jobs and careers during the 
course of a lifetime. Women work inside the 
house and now outside the house as well. 
Yet, the fundamental systems of our Govern-
ment haven’t changed. In a changing world—
think about this—the fundamental systems, 
the Tax Code and health coverage and pen-
sion plans and worker training, were created 
for the world of yesterday, not tomorrow. I’m 
running for 4 more years to help transform 
these systems so that all citizens are 
equipped and prepared and thus truly free 
to make your own choices and pursue your 
own dreams. 

A hopeful society is one that helps people 
realize their dreams. A hopeful society is one 
in which people can find work. I have a plan 
to make sure this recovery is lasting pros-
perity. If we want jobs to stay here in Amer-
ica, America must be the best place in the 
world to do business. If we want jobs here, 
we’ve got to do something about these need-
less regulations that hamper our small-busi-
ness owners. If you want jobs here in Amer-
ica, we must do something about the frivo-
lous lawsuits that make it hard to expand the 
job base. 

Listen, if you want jobs here, Congress 
needs to pass my energy plan. You cannot 
have a growing economy without a good en-
ergy plan. I submitted a plan that encourages 
conservation, a plan that uses renewables like 
ethanol and biodiesel, a plan that says we 
can use our coal in environmentally friendly 
ways by using clean coal technology, a plan 
that says we’ll explore for natural gas in envi-
ronmentally friendly ways using new tech-
nologies, a plan that modernizes our elec-
tricity grid, a plan that recognizes that in 
order to keep jobs here, America must be 
less dependent on foreign sources of energy. 

Listen, to create jobs, we’ve got to reject 
economic isolationism. We don’t want to wall 
ourselves off from the world. One in five jobs 
in the manufacturing sector in this country 

depend on exports. See, we’ve opened up our 
markets—I didn’t open up the markets. Pre-
vious Presidents, both Republicans and 
Democrats, just like me realized it’s to your 
advantage that you’ve got more products to 
choose from. See, when you get more prod-
ucts to choose from, you’re going to find what 
you want at a better price and higher quality. 
That’s how the marketplace works. That’s 
why I’m saying to places like China, ‘‘You 
treat us the way we treat you. You treat us 
fairly just the way we treat you fairly. You 
open up your markets to our people.’’ And 
I say that because I know we can compete 
with anybody, anytime, anywhere if the rules 
are fair. 

To create jobs, to make sure people can 
find work here, we’ve got to be wise about 
how we spend your money and keep your 
taxes low. Taxes are an issue in this campaign. 
I’m running against a fellow who has pro-
posed $2.2 trillion in new Federal spend-
ing—so far. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Imagine what’s going to 

happen when we get to October. [Laughter] 
Two-point-two trillion, that’s a lot of money, 
even for a Senator from Massachusetts. 
[Laughter] So they asked him, ‘‘How are you 
going to pay for it?’’ He said, ‘‘Fine. We’ll 
just tax the rich.’’ You’ve heard that, haven’t 
you? See, you can’t raise enough money to 
pay—by taxing the rich to pay off $2.2 trillion 
worth of new spending. There’s a tax gap. 
You know who fills the tax gap. 

Audience members. We do. 
The President. Yes, you do. I’ll tell you 

something else about that rhetoric, ‘‘tax the 
rich.’’ The rich hire lawyers and accountants 
for a reason, to stick you with the bill. The 
good news is, he’s not going to tax you, be-
cause we’re going to win in November. 

I’ll say something else about the Tax Code. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. I told you, our systems 

need to change. The Tax Code needs to 
change. It is a complicated mess. The Tax 
Code is a million pages long. Our people 
spend 6 billion hours a year filling out taxes. 
It’s full of special interest loopholes. I’m 
going to bring Republicans and Democrats 
together in a new term to simplify this Tax 
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Code, to make it more fair for the people 
of America. 

See, I’ve got a plan to make sure our work-
ers have the skills necessary to fill the jobs 
of the 21st century. These are changing 
times, and the nature of jobs change with 
them. And sometimes people need help in 
order to get the skills necessary to fill the 
jobs for the 21st century. That’s why I’m such 
a strong backer in the community college sys-
tem. I also understand that most new jobs 
in a changing world are filled by people with 
at least 2 years of college, yet only one in 
four of our students gets there. That’s why 
we’ll fund early intervention programs to 
help students at risk in our high schools. 
That’s why we’ll emphasize math and 
science. Over time, we’ll require a rigorous 
exam before graduation. By raising perform-
ance in our high schools and expanding Pell 
grants for low- and middle-income families, 
we will help more Americans start their ca-
reer with a college diploma. 

In a time of change, we need to do some-
thing about our health care system. When 
it comes to health care, I want you to listen 
to this debate now, coming down the pike. 
When it comes to health care, we have a phil-
osophical divide. My opponent wants Gov-
ernment to dictate to you. I want you to de-
cide. I want you to be the decisionmaker. 

More than half of the Americans who are 
currently uninsured work for small busi-
nesses. Small businesses are having trouble 
affording health care. In order to make sure 
these good folks have got health care, in 
order to make sure health care is more avail-
able and affordable for small-business own-
ers, we must allow small businesses to pool 
together so they can buy insurance at the 
same discounts that big companies can. 
Under this plan, small-business owners and 
employees will be the deciders. My opponent 
opposes this kind of plan. He wants Govern-
ment to decide on behalf of people. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We need to expand tax-

free health savings accounts. We’ll give small-
business owners tax credits to encourage 
them to put money in health savings accounts 
for their employees. We want people owning 
a health savings account so they can make 
medical decisions on the advice of a doctor, 

not on somebody working for an HMO. We 
will expand community health centers to 
every poor county in America to help the in-
digent and the poor. We want people to have 
access to health care. We’ll make sure that 
our low-income children’s programs are fully 
enrolled in. We want people to—people who 
can’t afford health care—we want to make 
sure health care is available for them. 

But I’m going to tell you what else we need 
to do. In order to make sure health care is 
available and affordable, we’ve got to stop 
these junk lawsuits that are running good 
doctors out of practice and running up the 
cost of your health care. I’ve talked to too 
many ob-gyns in this country who are getting 
sued and having trouble practicing their 
medicine, and that hurts women. No, we 
need to make sure that we do something dif-
ferent than what we’re doing in lawsuits—
in the legal system today. See, you cannot 
be pro-doctor, pro-patient, pro-hospital, and 
pro-trial-lawyer at the same time. I think you 
have to choose. My opponent made his 
choice, and he put a trial lawyer on the ticket. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I made my choice. I’m for 

medical liability reform—now. Now, in all we 
do to make sure health care is available and 
affordable, we’ll make sure that the decisions 
are made by doctors and patients, not by bu-
reaucrats in Washington, DC. 

Listen, in changing times, it helps people 
to have stability if they own something. The 
homeownership rate in America is at an all-
time high under my administration. More 
and more people are owning their own home. 
We’ve got a plan over the next 4 years to 
continue to expand homeownership to every 
corner of this country. I want more people 
owning the—opening up that door of the 
house they live in and say, ‘‘Welcome to my 
home. Welcome to my piece of property.’’

We’ve got to think differently about retire-
ment systems too. Listen, if you’re on Social 
Security, you don’t have a thing to worry 
about. You might remember the campaign 
4 years ago when they said, ‘‘If George W. 
gets elected, you’re not going to get your 
check.’’ Remember those ads? You got your 
check, didn’t you? Don’t listen to them this 
time, either. Baby boomers are in pretty good 
shape when it comes to Social Security. 
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But we need to worry about our children 
and our grandchildren when it comes to So-
cial Security. We need to think differently 
about retirement. I think younger workers 
ought to be allowed to take some of their 
own money and set up a personal savings ac-
count to make sure Social Security meets its 
promise, a Social Security account you call 
your own, a Social Security account that Gov-
ernment cannot take away. 

We have a difference of philosophy in this 
campaign. My opponent’s programs expand 
Government. My programs expand freedom 
and opportunity for every American. 

Listen, in changing times, things—some 
things won’t change, the values we try to live 
by, courage and compassion, reverence and 
integrity. In changing times, we’ll support the 
institutions that gives our lives direction and 
purpose, our families, our schools, our reli-
gious congregations. We stand for a culture 
of life in which every person matters and 
every being counts. We stand for marriage 
and family, which are the foundations of our 
society. I stand for the appointment of Fed-
eral judges who know the difference between 
personal opinion and the strict interpretation 
of the law. 

And we’ll continue to work to spread the 
responsibility culture in this country. The 
culture of our country is changing from one 
that said, ‘‘If it feels, good do it,’’ and ‘‘If 
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody else,’’ 
to a culture in which each of us understands 
we’re responsible for the decisions we make 
in life. 

This election will also determine how 
America responds to the continuing danger 
of terrorism. Since the terrible morning of 
September the 11th, 2001, we’ve fought the 
terrorists across the Earth, not for pride, not 
for power, but because the lives of our citi-
zens are at stake. Our strategy is clear. We’ll 
defend the homeland. We will transform our 
military. We’ll strengthen our intelligence 
services. We will stay on the offensive. We 
will defeat the terrorists abroad so we do not 
have to face them here at home. We will 
work to advance liberty and freedom 
throughout the world, and we will prevail. 

Our strategy is succeeding. Four years ago, 
Afghanistan was the home base of Al Qaida; 
Pakistan was a transit point for terrorist 

groups; Saudi Arabia was fertile ground for 
terrorist fundraising; Libya was secretly pur-
suing nuclear weapons; Iraq was a gathering 
threat; Al Qaida was largely unchallenged as 
it planned attacks. 

Because we acted, the Government of a 
free Afghanistan is fighting terror; Pakistan 
is capturing terrorist leaders; Saudi is making 
raids and arrests; Libya is dismantling its 
weapons programs; the army of a free Iraq 
is fighting terror; and more than three-quar-
ters of Al Qaida’s key members have been 
brought to justice. We’ve led. Many have 
joined. And America and the world are safer. 

We’ve still got hard work. This progress 
involved careful diplomacy, clear moral pur-
pose, and some hard decisions. The hardest 
came on Iraq. We knew Saddam Hussein’s 
record of aggression. We knew he was a 
sworn enemy of America. We knew of his 
support for terror. After all, he harbored Abu 
Nidal, the leader of a terrorist organization 
that carried out attacks throughout Europe 
and Asia. Abu Abbas was in his country. He’s 
the person that killed Leon Klinghoffer. 
Zarqawi, the beheader, had been in Baghdad 
prior to our arrival. We knew Saddam Hus-
sein’s long history of pursuing and even using 
weapons of mass destruction. We knew that. 
And we know that after September the 11th, 
our country must think differently. We must 
take threats seriously before they fully mate-
rialize. 

In this dangerous world, we must never 
forget the lessons of September the 11th. We 
have a duty to protect the American people. 
We must take each threat seriously. So in 
Saddam Hussein, we saw a threat, and I went 
to the Congress. The Congress looked at the 
intelligence I looked at, remembered the 
same history I remembered, and voted over-
whelmingly to authorize the use of force. My 
opponent looked at the same intelligence I 
looked at, and he voted ‘‘yes’’ when it came 
time to authorize the use of force. 

Before the Commander in Chief commits 
troops into harm’s way, he must try every-
thing possible to prevent war. And so I went 
to the United Nations hoping that diplomacy 
would finally work with Saddam Hussein. 
That’s why I went there. I have a duty to 
the moms and dads and husbands and wives 
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of those who wear the uniform to try every-
thing to protect our country without the use 
of the military. And so I stood in front of 
the United Nations and made the case. They 
looked at the same intelligence I did. They 
remembered the same history, and they 
voted 15 to nothing to say to Saddam Hus-
sein, ‘‘Disclose, disarm, or face serious con-
sequences.’’ I believe when an international 
body speaks, it must mean what it says. 

Saddam Hussein didn’t believe it. He 
didn’t believe it. Why should he? After all, 
for 16 years, he had ignored the United Na-
tions—excuse me, 10 years, 16 resolutions. 
That’s resolution after resolution after resolu-
tion. As a matter of fact, when they sent in-
spectors into his country, he systematically 
deceived them. Diplomacy wasn’t going to 
work. He wasn’t about to listen to our de-
mands. So we gave him a last chance. He 
ignored the last chance. And then I had a 
choice to make: Take the word of a madman, 
forget the lessons of September the 11th, or 
do what’s necessary to defend this country. 
Given that choice, I will defend America 
every time. 

Because we acted to defend our country, 
50 million people in Afghanistan and Iraq 
now live in freedom. Think about what hap-
pened in Afghanistan. That was a country run 
by the Taliban. They were barbarians. They 
think the exact opposite of the American peo-
ple. They do not believe in freedom. Many 
young girls were not allowed to go to school 
in that country. Imagine a society that would 
not allow young girls to go to school, and 
then when their moms stepped out of line, 
they whipped them in the public square, 
sometimes killed them in a sports stadium. 
But today, the free people of Afghanistan are 
now able to register to vote. Ten million citi-
zens, 41 percent of whom are women, have 
registered to vote in the upcoming October 
elections. It’s a powerful statement of free-
dom. 

It’s in our interests that Afghanistan be 
free. There’s no longer training camps there. 
Al Qaida can no longer find safe haven. Af-
ghanistan is now an ally in the war on terror. 
And Afghanistan stands as a bright light, 
stands in contrast to that ideology of hatred 
spread by our enemies. 

In Iraq, despite ongoing violence, they 
now have a strong Prime Minister, a National 
Council, and national elections will be held 
in January. I met with Prime Minister Allawi. 
He’s a strong man. I wanted to make sure 
he was as committed to freedom as we were. 
He is. I looked him in the eye. He told me, 
he said, ‘‘Mr. President, we’ll succeed if you 
don’t let these terrorists shake your will.’’ I 
told him, I said, ‘‘When America gives its 
word, Mr. Prime Minister, America will keep 
its word.’’ A strong man, who knows that they 
can achieve their objective, which is a free 
society. 

It’s in our interest they achieve a free soci-
ety. It’s in our interest that Iraq be free. Iraq 
will be an ally in the war on terror. Iraq will 
be standing with the nations of freedom to 
stop these ideologues of hate from advancing 
their cause. You know, when the Prime Min-
ister was here, he received great accolades, 
except there was one noticeable voice. My 
opponent criticized Prime Minister Allawi 
here in the United States. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. He criticized a brave man 

who’s risking his life for the freedom of his 
country and for our security. You cannot 
lead; you cannot lead a coalition; you cannot 
convince the Iraqi people that we stand with 
them if when their Prime Minister and their 
leader comes to U.S. soil, someone is willing 
to criticize him. He was wrong to question 
his credibility. America must stand with these 
people as they make the hard choices for 
freedom. It’s in our interest. 

The world will be more peaceful when 
Iraq is free, and Iraq will be free. And that’s 
our mission. We will help train Iraqi citizens 
and Afghan citizens so they can do the hard 
work of defending their country against these 
terrorists who want to stop the march of free-
dom. We’ll get them on the path to stability 
and democracy as quickly as possible, and 
then our troops will come home with honor 
they have earned. 

Listen, we’ve got a great United States 
military. I’m proud to be their Commander 
in Chief. And I want to thank the veterans 
who are here today for having set such a great 
example for those who wear the uniform. 
Thank you, sir. 
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And I want to assure the loved ones of 
those who wear the uniform, they’ll have the 
full support of the Government. That’s why 
I went to the Congress and asked for $87 
billion to provide vital equipment and fuel 
and ammunition, body armor for our troops 
in harm’s way in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 
This was an important piece of legislation. 
Matter of fact, it was so important, we got 
great bipartisan support. Only 12 Members 
of the United States Senate voted against the 
funding request, 2 of whom are my opponent 
and his runningmate. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When you’re out rounding 

up the vote, remind people of this fact: Four 
Members of the United States Senate voted 
to authorize force and didn’t vote to fund 
the troops, only four Members, two of whom 
are my opponent and his runningmate. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You might remember, 

they asked him, ‘‘How could you make that 
vote?’’ He said, ‘‘Well, I actually did vote for 
the $87 billion, before I voted against it.’’ 
They kept pressing him. He said he’s proud 
of his vote. And finally, he said, ‘‘The whole 
thing was a complicated matter.’’ [Laughter] 
There’s nothing complicated about sup-
porting our troops in combat. 

I appreciate the contributions our friends 
and allies are making in our cause. They’ve 
been helping. We’ve got some 40 nations in-
volved in Afghanistan, nearly 30 in Iraq, and 
I thank them. I’m not going to denigrate their 
service. I’m going to continue to thank their 
service in the cause of freedom. I believe 
they’re doing useful, important work. Over 
the next 4 years, I’ll continue to work with 
our allies and friends, but I will never turn 
over America’s national security decisions to 
leaders of other countries. 

Later this week, I’m going to have an op-
portunity to debate my opponent. It’s been 
a little tough to prepare for the debates be-
cause he keeps changing his positions—
[laughter]—especially on the war. I mean, 
after all, he voted for the use of force but 
against funding the troops. He said that we’re 
not spending enough money to reconstruct 
Iraq, yet now says we’re spending too much. 
He said it was the right decision to go into 
Iraq, yet now he calls it the wrong war. 

Audience members. Flip-flop! Flip-flop! 
Flip-flop! 

The President. I think he can spend 90 
minutes debating himself. [Laughter] You 
cannot lead if you don’t know where you 
stand. I’m going to continue to speak as clear-
ly as I can and tell the people what I believe. 
And I’m not going to change positions when 
times get tough. 

I believe in the transformational power of 
liberty. I believe the wisest use of American 
strength is to advance freedom. I like to tell 
the people that one of my favorite leaders 
is Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan. I saw 
him in New York. I said, ‘‘Do you mind if 
I talk about you on the campaign trail?’’ He 
said, ‘‘Fine.’’ I said, ‘‘All right. I’m going tell 
them you like Elvis,’’—[laughter]—which he 
does. [Laughter] 

I want you to think about this when you’re 
explaining to people about what I mean by 
the transformational power of liberty. Think 
about this fact, that it wasn’t all that long 
ago that we were fighting Japan as a sworn 
enemy of America. Fifty-eight years ago, it 
seems like a long—if you’re 58 years old, it 
seems like a long time. [Laughter] In the 
march of history, it really wasn’t all that long. 
My dad was in the war. I suspect many peo-
ple’s relatives were in that war against a 
sworn enemy. 

After we won World War II, Harry Tru-
man said, ‘‘Why don’t we help the Japanese 
become a democracy,’’ because he believed 
in the transformational power of liberty. 
There were a lot of skeptics in our country 
then. They said, ‘‘Well, you know, they were 
an enemy. They can’t be a democracy,’’ or, 
‘‘Why worry? They were an enemy. They in-
flicted too much harm on us.’’ But fortu-
nately, the President and others stood their 
line. They believed, and today, because of 
that belief, I sit down with Prime Minister 
Koizumi, talking about how to keep the 
peace we all want. Think about that. And 
that’s what we want. We want our children 
and grandchildren to be able to grow up in 
a peaceful world. 

I believe we have that obligation to work 
for that peaceful world. And when we suc-
ceed in Iraq—you see, Zarqawi has only got 
one weapon. He can’t beat us militarily. The 
only thing he can do is shake our conscience 
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because we value human rights and human 
dignity. We weep when we see the brutality 
he inflicts on TV. It breaks our—that’s the 
only weapon he has. We also understand that 
freedom will whip the Zarqawis of the world 
in the long term. In the long term, free soci-
eties will make this world a peaceful place. 
Someday, an American President will be sit-
ting down with a duly elected leader of Iraq, 
and they’ll be talking about the peace. And 
our children and our grandchildren will be 
able to grow up in a better world. 

I believe the women in the broader Middle 
East yearn to be free. I believe that moms 
in every society want to raise their children 
in a free society. I believe that if given the 
chance, people in the broader Middle East 
will choose the finest government ever de-
vised by man, and that’s democracy. I believe 
all these things not because freedom is 
America’s gift to the world; I believe this be-
cause freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to 
each man and woman in this world. 

This young century will be liberty’s cen-
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
abroad, we’ll build a safer world and a more 
hopeful America. By reforming our systems 
of Government, we’ll help more Americans 
realize their dreams. We’ll spread ownership 
and opportunity to every corner of this coun-
try. We’ll pass the enduring values of our 
country to a new generation. We will con-
tinue to lead the cause of freedom and peace. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. This is a time that requires firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the 
values that makes us a great nation. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. I’ll never forget the day. 
I’ll never forget the sights and sounds of 
standing in that rubble. I remember workers 
in hardhats yelling at me, ‘‘Whatever it 
takes.’’ I remember doing my best to console 
those who had come out of the rubble, and 
a guy looked me right in the eye, and he 
said, ‘‘Don’t let me down.’’ I’ve waken up 
every morning since that day thinking about 
how best to protect America. I will never re-

lent in defending the security of this country, 
whatever it takes. 

Four years ago, as I traveled your great 
State asking for the vote, I said if you—I 
made a pledge that if you gave me a chance 
to serve our great country, I would uphold 
the honor and the dignity of the office to 
which I had been elected. With your help 
and with your hard work, I will do so for 
4 more years. 

God bless. Thanks for coming. Thank you 
all. Thank you, firefighters. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:39 p.m. at Voice 
of America Park. In his remarks, he referred to 
Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the key-
note address at the Republican National Conven-
tion; Lt. Gov. Jennette Bradley and Auditor of 
State Betty Montgomery of Ohio; Ohio State 
Treasurer Joseph T. Deters, write-in candidate for 
county prosecutor, Hamilton County, OH; pro 
football Hall of Famer Anthony Munoz; country 
music entertainer Darryl Worley; senior Al Qaida 
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister 
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; and 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Budget Request To 
Support Comprehensive Response 
and Recovery Efforts After 
Hurricanes Ivan and Jeanne 
September 27, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On September 8th, I signed into law Pub-

lic Law 108–303, the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief 
Act, which provided $2 billion in supple-
mental funds for hurricane-related disaster 
relief. On September 14th, I submitted a 
supplemental request totaling $3.1 billion to 
continue immediate assistance to address the 
impact of Hurricanes Charley and Frances. 

Due to Hurricanes Ivan and Jeanne and 
other hurricane-related needs, I am request-
ing additional emergency funds from the 
Congress. I now ask the Congress to consider 
the enclosed requests, totaling over $7.1 bil-
lion, for additional emergency FY 2004 sup-
plemental resources for the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Homeland 
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Security, the Interior, Justice, Transpor-
tation, and Veterans Affairs; as well as the 
Corps of Engineers, International Assistance 
Programs, and the Small Business Adminis-
tration. 

I hereby designate these specific proposals 
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. These additional re-
quests will support response and recovery ef-
fort to address the critical needs associated 
with the effects of Hurricanes Ivan and 
Jeanne and other storms in southern and 
eastern States and other affected areas. In 
addition to this enacted and requested emer-
gency funding, Federal agencies will con-
tinue to use existing resources and programs 
for response and recovery efforts from all re-
cent hurricanes and storms. 

I urge the Congress to limit this emer-
gency funding to those items directly related 
to the recovery efforts from the impact of 
these recent major disasters and to act expe-
ditiously on this and my September 14th 
emergency supplemental request. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush

Executive Order 13358—Assignment 
of Functions Relating to Certain 
Appointments, Promotions, and 
Commissions in the Armed Forces 
September 28, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Assignment of Functions to the 
Secretary of Defense. The Secretary of De-
fense shall perform, except with respect to 
the Coast Guard during any period in which 
it is not operating as a service in the Navy, 
the functions of the President under the fol-
lowing provisions of title 10, United States 
Code: 

(a) subsection 1521(a); 
(b) the first sentence of subsection 

12203(a); 

(c) the first sentence of subsection 
14111(a), except with respect to re-
ports relating to the grades of briga-
dier general or above, or rear admiral 
(lower half) or above; and 

(d) subsection 14310(a), except with re-
spect to removals relating to a pro-
motion list for grades of brigadier 
general or above, or rear admiral 
(lower half) or above. 

Sec. 2. Assignment of Functions to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. The Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall perform, with re-
spect to the Coast Guard during any period 
in which it is not operating as a service in 
the Navy, the functions assigned to the Presi-
dent by the following provisions of the 
United States Code: 

(a) subsection 1521(a) of title 10; 
(b) the first sentence of subsection 

12203(a) of title 10; 
(c) subsection 729(g) of title 14, except 

with respect to approval of, or re-
moval of a name from, a report relat-
ing to the grades of rear admiral 
(lower half) or above; and 

(d) subsection 738(a) of title 14, except 
with respect to removals relating to 
a promotion list for grades of rear ad-
miral (lower half) or above. 

Sec. 3. Reassignment of Functions As-
signed. The Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may reassign 
the functions assigned to them by this order 
to civilian officers, within their respective de-
partments, who hold a position for which the 
President makes an appointment by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, except 
that the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may not reas-
sign the functions assigned by sections 1(b) 
and 2(b), respectively. The Secretary of De-
fense may not reassign the function assigned 
by section 1(c) of this order except to such 
an officer within the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense (as defined in section 131(b) of 
title 10). 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) This order 
shall take effect on October 1, 2004. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to limit or otherwise affect the 
authority of the President as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
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of the United States, or under the 
Constitution and laws of the United 
States to nominate or to make or ter-
minate appointments. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, entities, officers, em-
ployees or agents, or any other per-
son. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 28, 2004. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:31 a.m., September 29, 2004] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on September 30.

Remarks Following an Inspection of 
Hurricane Damage in Lake Wales, 
Florida 
September 29, 2004

I want to thank the McKenna boys for 
showing us around here, giving us a chance 
to see the devastation that took place here 
from not just one hurricane but three hurri-
canes. I want to thank my brother Jeb for 
his hospitality and his leadership. I want to 
thank Secretary of Agriculture Ann 
Veneman, for being down here. I want to 
thank Charlie Bronson, secretary of agri-
culture. I want to thank Adam Putnam, Con-
gressman from this part of the world. Every 
time I see Adam, all he does is talk about 
oranges. His hair is kind of orange. 

I understand a lot of people in this area, 
like Marty and Pat, were hit hard by Jeanne 
and Charley and Frances. These are storms 
that have taken lives, storms that have cre-
ated severe flooding, storms that caused 
major power outages, and storms that dam-
aged farms and homes and hospitals and 
roads. It’s been a devastating period for the 
State of Florida. It is the first time in nearly 
120 years that four hurricanes have hit the 
same State in a single season. People of Flor-

ida have met historic challenges with extraor-
dinary strength and generosity. 

State emergency response teams have 
saved lives by evacuating people before the 
storm and responding swiftly after the storm 
arrived. Power crews and telephone workers 
are putting in long hours to restore services. 
Despite week after week of strain, faith-
based groups like Southern Baptists and the 
Salvation Army are setting up kitchens to 
feed the hungry. The Red Cross is running 
shelters and providing medical services for 
the injured. The National Guard is distrib-
uting supplies and conducting safety patrols. 
Across the State, people are showing great 
compassion and helping their neighbors 
make it through these storms, and I thank 
them for their care and their decency. 

The Federal Government is continuing 
our active role in the recovery efforts. We’re 
working closely with Governors like Jeb and 
with other State and local officials to make 
sure resources reach the people who need 
it. I’ve asked Congress to provide $12.2 bil-
lion to respond to Hurricanes Charley, 
Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne. My request pro-
vides resources to repair bridges and high-
ways and hospitals. It includes funding for 
the Small Business Administration to make 
loans to homeowners and small businesses. 
It includes more than $8 billion for FEMA, 
the largest amount ever provided in response 
to a natural disaster. FEMA has responded 
rapidly to all four storms, and they continue 
working to make disaster assistance available 
to people in need. 

I want to thank Homeland Security Sec-
retary Tom Ridge and FEMA Director Mike 
Brown for their tremendous work these past 
few weeks. They, and those who work for 
FEMA, have the gratitude of the administra-
tion and the people of this country. 

I know Florida’s agriculture sector has 
been hit especially hard. Marty and Pat al-
most lost half their orange crop. I know a 
lot of other growers have lost a lot of crop 
too. My budget request will provide vital as-
sistance to the citrus growers and to other 
farmers and ranchers who’ve suffered losses. 
Secretary Veneman and I will also ensure 
that Florida farmers are treated fairly on the 
global market and that no country takes ad-
vantage of citrus growers during this time of 
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disaster. My administration will make sure 
that citrus remains a strong part of this State’s 
economy. 

The Federal Government is committed to 
helping people here get back on their feet. 
I call on Congress to pass my supplemental 
request quickly so we can get more people 
in Florida the help they need. These have 
been trying weeks for Americans across the 
Southeast, especially in this State. Once 
again, I want to thank Jeb for his outstanding 
leadership. I thank the citizens of Florida for 
their great courage and their decency. Our 
Nation is praying for the victims of these 
storms. We pray for all who come to their 
aid. 

May God bless you all. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:39 p.m. in an 
orange grove owned by brothers Marty and Pat 
McKenna. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Jeb 
Bush of Florida; Florida Commissioner of Agri-
culture Charles H. Bronson; and Under Secretary 
of Homeland Security for Emergency Prepared-
ness and Response Mike Brown. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Disaster Relief Officials and 
Volunteers in Stuart, Florida 
September 30, 2004

Thank you all very much for being here. 
And I’m really glad to be with my brother 
Jeb, the Governor, who has done such a—
Jeb has shown tremendous leadership and 
compassion during these trying days for this 
great State. I am really proud of him. 

I want to thank Mike Brown of FEMA. 
He has worked really hard as well to help 
relieve the suffering from these storms. 

I want to thank all the State and local offi-
cials for working hard. I had the chance to 
meet some county commissioners from this 
county, people from the sheriff’s office, peo-
ple from the police department, all of whom 
are spending an extraordinary amount of 
time helping the citizens here who hurt. 

I appreciate the strong leadership of the—
of those who represent the armies of compas-

sion. I’m proud to stand with the men and 
women of the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, 
and other faith-based and community groups 
that are providing important relief. Volun-
teers like these behind me have worked long 
hours to help those affected by the storms—
long hours not only in Florida but in other 
States as well. The Red Cross, for example, 
has sheltered over 400,000 people. The Sal-
vation Army, the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, the Convoy of Hope from Springfield, 
Missouri, and other faith-based groups have 
set up kitchens and helped feed the hungry. 

Unions and truckers have transported sup-
plies. Young people have given up free time 
to lend a hand. I just met with some of the 
high school students here from Martin High 
School who are volunteering to help the Red 
Cross. I thank them for their example. I 
thank them for their service. 

See, these volunteers show the true heart 
of America. Because we’re a compassionate 
people, we care when a neighbor hurts; we 
long to help somebody when help is needed. 
They have the gratitude of all they’ve served, 
and they have the admiration for our whole 
country. 

Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan, and 
Jeanne have strained the resources of many 
relief organizations. People across the Nation 
have donated money and supplies to help 
their efforts. I’m grateful for their generosity. 
I hope many more Americans will continue 
to contribute. It’s very important for our fel-
low citizens to understand the strain on the 
resources for the Red Cross, for example, or 
the Salvation Army or other faith-based 
groups. And if you want to help, if you want 
to participate in helping the good folks in 
this part of the country who hurt, contribute. 
You can contact the Red Cross at 1–800–
HELPNOW or the Salvation Army at 1–800–
SALARMY or the Florida Volunteer and Do-
nations Hotline at 1–800–FLHELP1. Or you 
can contact one of the many other organiza-
tions that are providing help. 

The Federal Government is working close-
ly with State and local authorities to help 
people recover. FEMA is working with Flor-
ida’s Emergency Response Team and the 
National Guard to ensure safety. Medical 
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personnel are treating the sick and the in-
jured. Earlier today I visited a FEMA dis-
aster recovery center where hurricane vic-
tims can go to register for disaster assistance. 

I’ve asked Congress to provide $12.2 bil-
lion in Federal funds to respond to these 
storms. I urge the Congress to pass my sup-
plemental request quickly so the people of 
Florida can get the help they need. 

People in Florida and many other States 
are coming through a trying time. I thank 
all those who’ve reached out to help the 
neighbors in need. I thank the leaders who 
have shown strength and composure during 
difficult times. And to our fellow citizens fac-
ing hardship, the prayers of our Nation are 
with you, and America stands with you. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless your 
compassion. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. at the 
American Red Cross, Martin County Chapter. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Flor-
ida; and Under Secretary of Homeland Security 
for Emergency Preparedness and Response Mike 
Brown. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on a 
Constitutional Amendment on 
Marriage 

September 30, 2004

Today a bipartisan majority of U.S. Rep-
resentatives voted in favor of a constitutional 
amendment affirming the sanctity of mar-
riage as a union between a man and a woman. 
I am disappointed that the House failed to 
achieve the necessary two-thirds vote. Be-
cause activist judges and local officials in 
some parts of the country are seeking to re-
define marriage for the rest of the country, 
we must remain vigilant in defending tradi-
tional marriage. I welcome the important de-
bate underway across America on this issue.

Presidential Debate in Coral Gables, 
Florida 
September 30, 2004

Jim Lehrer. Good evening from the Uni-
versity of Miami Convocation Center in 
Coral Gables, Florida. I’m Jim Lehrer of the 
News Hour on PBS. And I welcome you to 
the first of the 2004 Presidential debates be-
tween President George W. Bush, the Re-
publican nominee, and Senator John Kerry, 
the Democratic nominee. 

These debates are sponsored by the Com-
mission on Presidential Debates. Tonight’s 
will last 90 minutes, following detailed rules 
of engagement worked out by representa-
tives of the candidates. I have agreed to en-
force their rules on them. The umbrella topic 
is foreign policy and homeland security. But 
the specific subjects were chosen by me. The 
questions were composed by me. The can-
didates have not been told what they are, 
nor has anyone else. 

For each question, there can only be a 2-
minute response, a 90-second rebuttal, and 
at my discretion, a discussion extension of 
1 minute. A green light will come on when 
30 seconds remain in any given answer, yel-
low at 15, red at 5 seconds, and then flashing 
red means time’s up. There is also a backup 
buzzer system if needed. Candidates may not 
direct a question to each other. There will 
be 2-minute closing statements but no open-
ing statements. 

There is an audience here in the hall, but 
they will remain absolutely silent for the next 
90 minutes, except for now, when they join 
me in welcoming President Bush and Sen-
ator Kerry. [Applause] 

Good evening, Mr. President, Senator 
Kerry. 

As determined by a coin toss, the first 
question goes to you, Senator Kerry. You 
have 2 minutes. 

Preventing Future Terrorist Attacks 
Do you believe you could do a better job 

than President Bush in preventing another 
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9/11-type terrorist attack on the United 
States? 

Senator Kerry. Yes, I do. But before I 
answer further, let me thank you for moder-
ating. I want to thank the University of 
Miami for hosting us. And I know the Presi-
dent will join me in welcoming all of Florida 
to this debate. You’ve been through the 
roughest weeks anybody could imagine. Our 
hearts go out to you, and we admire your 
pluck and perseverance. 

I can make America safer than President 
Bush has made us. And I believe President 
Bush and I both love our country equally, 
but we just have a different set of convictions 
about how you make America safe. I believe 
America is safest and strongest when we are 
leading the world and when we are leading 
strong alliances. 

I’ll never give a veto to any country over 
our security, but I also know how to lead 
those alliances. This President has left them 
in shatters across the globe, and we’re now 
90 percent of the casualties in Iraq and 90 
percent of the costs. I think that’s wrong, and 
I think we can do better. 

I have a better plan for homeland security. 
I have a better plan to be able to fight the 
war on terror: by strengthening our military; 
strengthening our intelligence; by going after 
the financing more authoritatively; by doing 
what we need to do to rebuild the alliances; 
by reaching out to the Muslim world, which 
the President has almost not done; and be-
ginning to isolate the radical Islamic Mus-
lims, not have them isolate the United States 
of America. 

I know I can do a better job in Iraq, where 
I have a plan to have a summit with all of 
the allies, something this President has not 
yet achieved, not yet been able to do to bring 
people to the table. We can do a better job 
of training the Iraqi forces to defend them-
selves. And I know that we can do a better 
job of preparing for elections. All of these, 
and especially homeland security, which we’ll 
talk about a little bit later. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, you have a 90-
second rebut. 

President Bush. I too thank the Univer-
sity of Miami and say our prayers are with 
the good people of this State who’ve suffered 
a lot. 

September the 11th changed how America 
must look at the world. And since that day, 
our Nation has been on a multipronged strat-
egy to keep our country safer. We’ve pursued 
Al Qaida wherever Al Qaida tries to hide; 
75 percent of known Al Qaida leaders have 
been brought to justice. The rest of them 
know we’re after them. 

We’ve upheld the doctrine that said, ‘‘If 
you harbor a terrorist, you’re equally as guilty 
as the terrorist.’’ And the Taliban, no longer 
in power; 10 million people have registered 
to vote in Afghanistan in the upcoming Presi-
dential election. 

In Iraq, we saw a threat, and we realized 
that after September the 11th, we must take 
threats seriously before they fully materialize. 
Saddam Hussein now sits in a prison cell. 
America and the world are safer for it. 

We continue to pursue our policy of dis-
rupting those who proliferate weapons of 
mass destruction. Libya has disarmed. The 
A.Q. Khan network has been brought to jus-
tice. And as well, we’re pursuing a strategy 
of—of freedom around the world, because 
I understand free nations will reject terror; 
free nations will answer the hopes and aspira-
tions of their people; free nations will help 
us achieve the peace we all want. 

Likelihood of Future Terrorist Attack 

Mr. Lehrer. New question, Mr. President, 
2 minutes. Do you believe the election of 
Senator Kerry on November the 2d would 
increase the chances of the U.S. being hit 
by another 9/11-type terrorist attack? 

President Bush. I don’t believe it’s going 
to happen. I believe I’m going to win because 
the American people know I know how to 
lead. I’ve shown the American people I know 
how to lead. I have—I understand everybody 
in this country doesn’t agree with the deci-
sions that I’ve made, and I made some tough 
decisions. But people know where I stand. 
People out there listening know what I be-
lieve, and that’s how best it is to keep the 
peace. 

This Nation of ours has got a solemn duty 
to defeat this ideology of hate, and that’s 
what they are. This is a group of killers who 
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will not only kill here but kill children in Rus-
sia, that will attack unmercifully in Iraq hop-
ing to shake our will. We have a duty to de-
feat this enemy. We have a duty to protect 
our children and grandchildren. The best 
way to defeat them is to never waver, to be 
strong, to use every asset at our disposal, is 
to constantly stay on the offensive, and at 
the same time, spread liberty. 

And that’s what people are seeing now is 
happening in Afghanistan. Ten million citi-
zens have registered to vote. It’s a phe-
nomenal statistic, that if given a chance to 
be free, they will show up at the polls. Forty-
one percent of those 10 million are women. 

In Iraq, no doubt about it, it’s tough. It’s 
hard work. It’s incredibly hard. You know 
why? Because an enemy realizes the stakes. 
The enemy understands a free Iraq will be 
a major defeat in their ideology of hatred. 
That’s why they’re fighting so vociferously. 
They showed up in Afghanistan when they 
were there because they tried to beat us, and 
they didn’t. And they’re showing up in Iraq 
for the same reason. They’re trying to defeat 
us. And if we lose our will, we lose. But if 
we remain strong and resolute, we will defeat 
this enemy. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety-second response, 
Senator Kerry. 

Senator Kerry. I believe in being strong 
and resolute and determined, and I will hunt 
down and kill the terrorists, wherever they 
are. But we also have to be smart, Jim, and 
smart means not diverting your attention 
from the real war on terror in Afghanistan 
against Usama bin Laden and taking it off 
to Iraq, where the 9/11 Commission confirms 
there was no connection to 9/11 itself and 
Saddam Hussein, and where the reason for 
going to war was weapons of mass destruc-
tion, not the removal of Saddam Hussein. 

This President has made, I regret to say, 
a colossal error of judgment. And judgment 
is what we look for in the President of the 
United States of America. 

I’m proud that important military figures 
are supporting me in this race: former Chair-
man of Joint Chiefs of Staff John 
Shalikashvili; just yesterday General Eisen-
hower’s son, General John Eisenhower, en-
dorsed me; General—Admiral William 
Crowe; General Tony McPeak, who ran the 

Air Force war so effectively for his father. 
All believe I would make a stronger Com-
mander in Chief. And they believe it because 
they know I would not take my eye off of 
the goal, Usama bin Laden. Unfortunately, 
he escaped in the mountains of Tora Bora. 
We had him surrounded. But we didn’t use 
American forces, the best trained in the 
world, to go kill him. The President relied 
on Afghan warlords that he outsourced that 
job to. That’s wrong. 

President’s Judgment on Foreign Policy 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, 2 minutes, 

Senator Kerry. ‘‘Colossal’’ misjudgments—
what colossal misjudgments, in your opinion, 
has President Bush made in these areas? 

Senator Kerry. Well, where do you want 
me to begin? [Laughter] First of all, he made 
the misjudgment of saying to America that 
he was going to build a true alliance, that 
he would exhaust the remedies of the United 
Nations and go through the inspections. In 
fact, he first didn’t even want to do that, and 
it wasn’t until former Secretary of State Jim 
Baker and General Scowcroft and others 
pushed publicly and said, ‘‘You’ve got to go 
to the U.N.,’’ that the President finally 
changed his mind—his campaign has a word 
for that—and went to the United Nations. 

Now, once there, we could have continued 
those inspections. We had Saddam Hussein 
trapped. 

He also promised America that he would 
go to war as a last resort. Those words mean 
something to me, as somebody who has been 
in combat, ‘‘last resort.’’ You’ve got to be able 
to look in the eyes of families and say to those 
parents, ‘‘I tried to do everything in my 
power to prevent the loss of your son and 
daughter.’’ I don’t believe the United States 
did that, and we pushed our allies aside. 

And so today, we are 90 percent of the 
casualties and 90 percent of the cost, $200 
billion—$200 billion that could have been 
used for health care, for schools, for con-
struction, for prescription drugs for seniors, 
and it’s in Iraq. And Iraq is not even the 
center of the focus of the war on terror. The 
center is Afghanistan where, incidentally, 
there were more Americans killed last year 
than the year before, where the opium pro-
duction is 75 percent of the world’s opium 
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production, where 40 to 60 percent of the 
economy of Afghanistan is based on opium, 
where the elections have been postponed 3 
times. The President moved the troops, so 
he’s got 10 times the number of troops in 
Iraq than he has in Afghanistan, where 
Usama bin Laden is. Does that mean that 
Saddam Hussein was 10 times more impor-
tant than Usama bin Laden—excuse me—
Saddam Hussein more important than 
Usama bin Laden? I don’t think so. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety-second response, Mr. 
President. 

President Bush. My opponent looked at 
the same intelligence I looked at and de-
clared, in 2002, that Saddam Hussein was a 
grave threat. He also said, in December of 
2003, that anyone who doubts that the world 
is safer without Saddam Hussein does not 
have the judgment to be President. I agree 
with him. The world is better off without 
Saddam Hussein. 

I was hoping diplomacy would work. I un-
derstand the serious consequences of com-
mitting our troops into harm’s way. It’s the 
hardest decision a President makes. So I 
went to the United Nations. I didn’t need 
anybody to tell me to go to the United Na-
tions; I decided to go there myself. And I 
went there hoping that, once and for all, the 
free world would act in concert to get Sad-
dam Hussein to listen to our demands. And 
they passed a resolution that said, ‘‘Disclose, 
disarm, or face serious consequences.’’ I be-
lieve when an international body speaks, it 
must mean what it says. 

But Saddam Hussein had no intention of 
disarming. Why should he? He had 16 other 
resolutions, and nothing took place. As a mat-
ter of fact—my opponent talks about inspec-
tors—the facts are that he was systematically 
deceiving the inspectors. That wasn’t going 
to work. That’s kind of a pre-September-10th 
mentality, to hope that somehow resolutions 
and failed inspections would make this world 
a more peaceful place. He was hoping we’d 
turn away. But there was, fortunately, others 
beside myself who believed that we ought 
to take action, and we did. The world is safer 
without Saddam Hussein. 

Priorities in the War on Terror 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, Mr. President, 

2 minutes. What about Senator Kerry’s point, 
the comparison he drew between the prior-
ities of going after Usama bin Laden and 
going after Saddam Hussein? 

President Bush. Jim, we’ve got the capa-
bility of doing both. As a matter of fact, this 
is a global effort. We’re facing a—a group 
of folks who have such hatred in their heart, 
they’ll strike anywhere with any means. And 
that’s why it’s essential that we have strong 
alliances, and we do. That’s why it’s essential 
that we make sure that we keep weapons of 
mass destruction out of the hands of people 
like Al Qaida, which we are. But to say that 
there’s only one focus on the war on terror 
doesn’t really understand the nature of the 
war on terror. 

Of course we’re after Saddam Hussein—
I mean, bin Laden. He’s—he’s isolated. Sev-
enty-five percent of his people have been 
brought to justice. The killer in—the master-
mind of the September the 11th attacks, 
Khalid Sheik Mohammad, is in prison. We’re 
making progress, but the front on this war 
is more than just one place. The Phil-
ippines—we’ve got help—we’re helping 
them there to bring—to bring Al Qaida affili-
ates to justice there. And of course Iraq is 
a central part of the war on terror. That’s 
why Zarqawi and his people are trying to 
fight us. Their hope is that we grow weary 
and we leave. The biggest disaster that could 
happen is that we not succeed in Iraq. We 
will succeed. We’ve got a plan to do so, and 
the main reason we’ll succeed is because the 
Iraqis want to be free. 

I had the honor of visiting with Prime Min-
ister Allawi. He’s a strong, courageous leader. 
He believes in the freedom of the Iraqi peo-
ple. He doesn’t want U.S. leadership, how-
ever, to send mixed signals, to not stand with 
the Iraqi people. He believes, like I believe, 
that the Iraqis are ready to fight for their 
own freedom. They just need the help to be 
trained. There will be elections in January. 
We’re spending reconstruction money. And 
our alliance is strong. That’s the plan for vic-
tory. And when Iraq is free, America will be 
more secure. 

Mr. Lehrer. Senator Kerry, 90 seconds. 
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Senator Kerry. The President just talked 
about Iraq as a center of the war on terror. 
Iraq was not even close to the center of the 
war on terror before the President invaded 
it. The President made the judgment to di-
vert forces from under General Tommy 
Franks from Afghanistan before the Con-
gress even approved it, to begin to prepare 
to go to war in Iraq. And he rushed to war 
in Iraq without a plan to win the peace. 

Now, that is not the judgment that a Presi-
dent of the United States ought to make. You 
don’t take America to war unless you have 
a plan to win the peace. You don’t send 
troops to war without the body armor that 
they need. I’ve met kids in Ohio, parents in 
Wisconsin, places—Iowa, where they’re 
going out on the Internet to get the state-
of-the-art body gear to send to their kids—
some of them have got them for a birthday 
present. I think that’s wrong. Humvees—
10,000 out of 12,000 Humvees that are over 
there aren’t armored. And you go visit some 
of those kids in the hospitals today who were 
maimed because they don’t have the arma-
ment. 

This President just—I don’t know if he 
sees what’s really happening out there, but 
it’s getting worse by the day—more soldiers 
killed in June than before, more in July than 
June, more in August than July, more in Sep-
tember than in August. And now we see be-
headings, and we’ve got weapons of mass de-
struction crossing the border every single 
day, and they’re blowing people up. And we 
don’t have enough troops there. 

President Bush. Can I respond? 
Mr. Lehrer. Let’s do a—one of these one-

minute extensions. You have 30 seconds. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
First of all, what my opponent wants you 

to forget is that he voted to authorize the 
use of force and now says, ‘‘It’s the wrong 
war at the wrong time at the wrong place.’’ 
I don’t see how you can lead this country 
to succeed in Iraq if you say ‘‘wrong war, 
wrong time, wrong place.’’ What message 
does that send our troops? What message 
does that send our allies? What message does 
that send the Iraqis? 

No, the way to win this is to be steadfast 
and resolved and to follow through on the 
plan that I’ve just outlined. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds, Senator. 
Senator Kerry. Yes, we have to be stead-

fast and resolved, and I am. And I will suc-
ceed for those troops, now that we’re there. 
We have to succeed. We can’t leave a failed 
Iraq. But that doesn’t mean it wasn’t a mis-
take of judgment to go there and take the 
focus off of Usama bin Laden. It was. Now, 
we can succeed, but I don’t believe this 
President can. I think we need a President 
who has the credibility to bring the allies 
back to the table and to do what’s necessary 
to make it so America isn’t doing this alone. 

Homeland Security 
Mr. Lehrer. We’ll come back to Iraq in 

a moment, but I want to come back to where 
I began, on homeland security. This is a 2-
minute new question. Senator Kerry, as 
President, what would you do specifically, in 
addition to or differently, to increase the 
homeland security of the United States, than 
what President Bush is doing? 

Senator Kerry. Jim, let me tell you exactly 
what I’ll do, and there are a long list of things. 
First of all, what kind of mixed message does 
it send when you’ve got $500 million going 
over to Iraq to put police officers in the 
streets of Iraq and the President is cutting 
the COPS program in America? What kind 
of message does it send to be sending money 
to open firehouses in Iraq, but we’re shutting 
firehouses, who are the first-responders, here 
in America? 

The President hasn’t put one nickel—not 
one nickel—into the effort to fix some of our 
tunnels and bridges and most exposed sub-
way systems. That’s why they had to close 
down the subway in New York when the Re-
publican Convention was there. We hadn’t 
done the work that ought to be done. The 
President—95 percent of the containers that 
come into the ports, right here in Florida, 
are not inspected. Civilians get onto aircraft, 
and their—their luggage is X-rayed, but the 
cargo hold is not X-rayed. Does that make 
you feel safer in America? 

This President thought it was more impor-
tant to give the wealthiest people in America 
a tax cut rather than invest in homeland secu-
rity. Those aren’t my values. I believe in pro-
tecting America first. And long before Presi-
dent Bush and I get a tax cut—and that’s 

VerDate jul 14 2003 22:02 Oct 04, 2004 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P40OCT4.001 P40OCT4



2180 Sept. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

who gets it—long before we do, I’m going 
to invest in homeland security, and I’m going 
to make sure we’re not cutting COPS pro-
grams in America, and we’re fully staffed at 
our firehouses and that we protect the nu-
clear and chemical plants. The President 
also, unfortunately, gave in to the chemical 
industry, which didn’t want to do some of 
the things necessary to strengthen our chem-
ical plant exposure. 

And there’s an enormous undone job to 
protect the loose nuclear materials in the 
world that are able to get to terrorists. That’s 
a whole other subject, but—I see we still 
have a little bit more time. Let me just quick-
ly say, at the current pace the President will 
not secure the loose material in the Soviet 
Union—former Soviet Union for 13 years. 
I’m going to do it in 4 years. And we’re going 
to keep it out of the hands of terrorists. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety-second response, Mr. 
President. 

President Bush. I don’t think we want to 
get to how he’s going to pay for all these 
promises. It’s like a huge tax gap and—any-
way, that’s for another debate. 

My administration has tripled the amount 
of money we’re spending on homeland secu-
rity, to $30 billion a year. My administration 
worked with the Congress to create the De-
partment of Homeland Security so we could 
better coordinate our borders and ports. 
We’ve got 1,000 extra Border Patrol on the 
southern border, more than 1,000 on the 
northern border. We’re modernizing our 
borders. We’ve spent $3.1 billion for fire and 
police—$3.1 billion. We’re doing our duty 
to provide the funding. 

But the best way to protect this homeland 
is to stay on the offense. We have to be right 
100 percent of the time, and the enemy only 
has to be right once to hurt us. There’s a 
lot of good people working hard. And by the 
way, we’ve also changed the culture of the 
FBI to have counterterrorism as its number 
one priority. We’re communicating better. 
We’re going to reform our intelligence serv-
ices to make sure that we get the best intel-
ligence possible. The PATRIOT Act is vital. 
It’s vital that the Congress renew the PA-
TRIOT Act, which enables our law enforce-
ment to disrupt terror cells. 

But again, I repeat to my fellow citizens, 
the best way to protect you is to stay on the 
offense. 

Mr. Lehrer. Yes, let’s do a little—yes, 30 
seconds. 

Senator Kerry. The President just said 
the FBI had changed its culture. We just 
read on the front pages of America’s papers 
that there are over 100,000 hours of tapes 
unlistened to. On one of those tapes may be 
the enemy being right the next time. And 
the test is not whether you’re spending more 
money. The test is, are you doing everything 
possible to make America safe? We didn’t 
need that tax cut. America needed to be safe. 

President Bush. Of course we’re doing 
everything we can to protect America. I wake 
up every day thinking about how best to pro-
tect America. That’s my job. I work with Di-
rector Mueller of the FBI. He comes into 
my office, when I’m in Washington, every 
morning talking about how to protect us. 
There’s a lot of really good people working 
hard to do so. It’s hard work. 

But again, I want to tell the American peo-
ple, we’re doing everything we can at home, 
but you better have a President who chases 
these terrorists down and bring them to jus-
tice before they hurt us again. 

Criteria for Withdrawal of U.S. Troops 
From Iraq 

Mr. Lehrer. New question, Mr. President, 
2 minutes. What criteria would you use to 
determine when to start bringing U.S. troops 
home from Iraq? 

President Bush. Let me first tell you that 
the best way for Iraq to be safe and secure 
is for Iraqi citizens to be trained to do the 
job. And that’s what we’re doing. We got 
100,000 trained now, 125,000 by the end of 
this year, over 200,000 by the end of next 
year. That is the best way. We’ll never suc-
ceed in Iraq if the Iraqi citizens do not want 
to take matter into their own hands and pro-
tect themselves. I believe they want to. Prime 
Minister Allawi believes they want to. 

And so the best indication about when we 
can bring our troops home—which I really 
want to do, but I don’t want to do so for 
the sake of bringing them home; I want to 
do so because we’ve achieved an objective—
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is to see the Iraqis perform, is to see the 
Iraqis step up and take responsibility. 

And so the answer to your question is, 
when our generals on the ground and Am-
bassador Negroponte tells me that Iraq is 
ready to defend herself from these terrorists, 
that elections will have been held by then, 
that there’s stability, and that they’re on their 
way to—you know, a nation of—that’s free. 
That’s when. And I hope it’s as soon as pos-
sible. But I know putting artificial deadlines 
won’t work. My opponent one time said, 
‘‘Well, get me elected, I’ll have them out of 
there in 6 months.’’ That’s—you can’t do that 
and expect to win the war on terror. 

My message to our troops is: Thank you 
for what you’re doing; we’re standing with 
you strong; we’ll give you all the equipment 
you need; and we’ll get you home as soon 
as the mission’s done, because this is a vital 
mission. A free Iraq will be a ally in the war 
on terror, and that’s essential. A free Iraq 
will set a powerful example in the part of 
the world that is desperate for freedom. A 
free Iraq will help secure Israel. A free Iraq 
will enforce the hopes and aspirations of the 
reformers in places like Iran. A free Iraq is 
essential for the security of this country. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds, Senator 
Kerry. 

Senator Kerry. Thank you, Jim. My mes-
sage to the troops is also ‘‘Thank you’’ for 
what they’re doing, but it’s also, ‘‘Help is on 
the way.’’ I believe those troops deserve bet-
ter than what they are getting today. You 
know, it’s interesting, when I was in the 
ropeline just the other day coming out here 
from Wisconsin, a couple of young returnees 
were in the line, one active duty, one from 
the Guard. And they both looked at me and 
said, ‘‘We need you. You’ve got to help us 
over there.’’

Now, I believe there’s a better way to do 
this. You know, the President’s father did not 
go into Iraq—into Baghdad, beyond Basra. 
And the reason he didn’t is, he said—he 
wrote in his book, because there was no via-
ble exit strategy. And he said our troops 
would be occupiers in a bitterly hostile land. 
That’s exactly where we find ourselves today. 
There’s a sense of American occupation. 

The only building that was guarded when 
the troops went into Baghdad was the oil 

ministry. We didn’t guard the nuclear facili-
ties. We didn’t guard the foreign office, 
where you might have found information 
about weapons of mass destruction. We 
didn’t guard the borders. Almost every step 
of the way, our troops have been left on these 
extraordinarily difficult missions. I know 
what it’s like to go out on one of those mis-
sions where you don’t know what’s around 
the corner. And I believe our troops need 
other allies helping. I’m going to hold that 
summit. I will bring fresh credibility, a new 
start, and we will get the job done right.

Mr. Lehrer. New——
President Bush. Jim——
Mr. Lehrer. All right, go ahead. Yes, sir.
President Bush. I think it’s worthy for a 

followup——
Mr. Lehrer. Sure.
President Bush. ——if you don’t mind.
Senator Kerry. Let’s change the rules. 

We can add a whole—[inaudible].
Mr. Lehrer. We can do 30 seconds each 

here.
President Bush. All right. My opponent 

says, ‘‘Help is on the way,’’ but what kind 
of message does it say to our troops in harm’s 
way, ‘‘wrong war, wrong place, wrong time’’? 
That’s not a message a Commander in Chief 
gives—or ‘‘This is a great diversion.’’ As well, 
help is on the way, but it’s certainly hard to 
tell it when he voted against the $87 billion 
supplemental to provide equipment for our 
troops and then said he actually did vote for 
it before he voted against it. That’s not what 
Commander in Chiefs does when you’re try-
ing to lead troops.

Mr. Lehrer. Senator Kerry, 30 seconds.
Senator Kerry. Well, you know, when I 

talked about the $87 billion, I made a mistake 
in how I talk about the war. But the President 
made a mistake in invading Iraq. Which is 
worse? I believe that when you know some-
thing’s going wrong, you make it right. That’s 
what I learned in Vietnam. When I came 
back from that war, I saw that it was wrong. 
Some people don’t like the fact that I stood 
up to say no, but I did. And that’s what I 
did with that vote. And I’m going to lead 
those troops to victory. 
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Planning and International Cooperation 
in Iraq 

Mr. Lehrer. All right, new question, 2 
minutes, Senator Kerry. Speaking of Viet-
nam, you spoke to Congress in 1971, after 
you came back from Vietnam, and you said, 
quote, ‘‘How do you ask a man to be the 
last man to die for a mistake?’’ Are Americans 
now dying in Iraq for a mistake? 

Senator Kerry. No, and they don’t have 
to, providing we have the leadership that we 
put—that I’m offering. I believe that we have 
to win this. The President and I have always 
agreed on that. And from the beginning, I 
did vote to give the authority because I 
thought Saddam Hussein was a threat. And 
I did accept that—that intelligence. But I 
also laid out a very strict series of things we 
needed to do in order to proceed from the 
position of strength, and the President, in 
fact, promised them. He went to Cincinnati, 
and he gave a speech in which he said, ‘‘We 
will plan carefully. We will proceed cau-
tiously. We will not make war inevitable. We 
will go with our allies.’’ He didn’t do any of 
those things. 

They didn’t do the planning. They left the 
planning of the State Department on the 
State Department desks. They avoided even 
the advice of their own general. General 
Shinseki, the Army Chief of Staff, said, 
‘‘You’re going to need several hundred thou-
sand troops.’’ Instead of listening to him, they 
retired him. The terrorism czar, who has 
worked for every President since Ronald 
Reagan, said, ‘‘Invading Iraq in response to 
9/11 would be like Franklin Roosevelt invad-
ing Mexico in response to Pearl Harbor.’’ 
That’s what we have here. 

And what we need now is a President who 
understands how to bring these other coun-
tries together to recognize their stakes in this. 
They do have stakes in it. They’ve always had 
stakes in it. The Arab countries have a stake 
in not having a civil war. The European coun-
tries have a stake in not having total disorder 
on their doorstep. But this President hasn’t 
even held the kind of statesmanlike summits 
that pull people together and get them to 
invest in those stakes. In fact, he’s done the 
opposite; he pushed them away. When the 
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, offered the 

United Nations, he said, ‘‘No, no, we’ll go 
do this alone.’’

To save for Halliburton the spoils of the 
war, they actually issued a memorandum 
from the Defense Department saying, ‘‘If 
you weren’t with us in the war, don’t bother 
applying for any construction.’’ That’s not a 
way to invite people. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds. 
President Bush. That’s totally absurd. Of 

course the U.N. was invited in, and we sup-
port the U.N. efforts there. They pulled out 
after Sergio de Mello got killed, but they’re 
now back in, helping with elections. My op-
ponent says we didn’t have any allies in this 
war? What’s he say to Tony Blair? What’s 
he say to Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland? 
I mean, you can’t expect to build an alliance 
when you denigrate the contributions of 
those who are serving side by side with 
American troops in Iraq. 

Plus, he says the cornerstone of his plan 
to succeed in Iraq is to call upon nations to 
serve. So what’s the message going to be? 
‘‘Please join us in Iraq for a grand diversion’’? 
‘‘Join us for a war that is a wrong war at the 
wrong place at the wrong time’’? I know how 
these people think. I deal with them all the 
time. I sit down with the world leaders fre-
quently and talk to them on the phone fre-
quently. They’re not going to follow some-
body who says this is ‘‘the wrong war at the 
wrong place at the wrong time.’’ They’re not 
going to follow somebody whose core convic-
tions keep changing because of politics in 
America. 

And finally, he says we ought to have a 
summit. Well, there are summits being held. 
Japan is going to have a summit for the do-
nors. There’s $14 billion pledged, and Prime 
Minister Koizumi is going to call countries 
to account to get them to contribute. And 
there’s going to be an Arab summit of the 
neighborhood countries, and Colin Powell 
helped set—helped set up that summit. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds, Senator. 
Senator Kerry. The United Nations’ Kofi 

Annan offered help after Baghdad fell. And 
we never picked him up on that and did what 
was necessary to transfer authority and to 
transfer reconstruction. It was always Amer-
ican-run. 
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Secondly, when we went in, there were 
three countries, Great Britain, Australia, and 
the United States. That’s not a grand coali-
tion. We can do better. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

President Bush. Well, actually, he forgot 
Poland. And now, there are 30 nations in-
volved, standing side by side with our Amer-
ican troops, and I honor their sacrifices. And 
I don’t appreciate it when a candidate for 
President denigrates the contributions of 
these brave—brave soldiers. It’s—you cannot 
lead the world if you do not honor the con-
tributions of those who are with us. He called 
them the ‘‘coerced and the bribed.’’ That’s 
not how you bring people together. 

Our coalition is strong. It will remain 
strong, for my—so long as I’m the President. 

Postwar Iraq 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, Mr. President, 

2 minutes. You have said there was a, quote, 
‘‘miscalculation of what the conditions would 
be in postwar Iraq.’’ What was the mis-
calculation, and how did it happen? 

President Bush. No, what I said was that 
because we achieved such a rapid victory, 
more of the Saddam loyalists were around. 
In other words, we thought we’d whip more 
of them going in. But because Tommy 
Franks did such a great job in planning the 
operations, we moved rapidly, and a lot of 
the Ba’athists and Saddam loyalists laid down 
their arms and disappeared. I thought we 
would—they would stay and fight, but they 
didn’t. And now we’re fighting them now. 

It’s—and it’s hard work. I understand how 
hard it is. I get the casualty reports every 
day. I see on the TV screens how hard it 
is, but it’s necessary work. And I’m opti-
mistic. See, I think you can be realistic and 
optimistic at the same time. I’m optimistic 
we’ll achieve—I know we won’t achieve if 
we send mixed signals. I know we’re not 
going to achieve our objective if we send 
mixed signals to our troops, our friends, the 
Iraqi citizens. 

We’ve got a plan in place. The plan says 
there’ll be elections in January, and there will 
be. The plan says we’ll train Iraqi soldiers 
so they can do the hard work, and we are. 
And it’s not only just America, but NATO 

is now helping. Jordan is helping train police. 
The UAE is helping train police. We’ve allo-
cated $7 billion over the next months for re-
construction efforts, and we’re making 
progress there. And our alliance is strong. 
Now, I just told you, there’s going to be a 
summit of the Arab nations. Japan will be 
hosting a summit. We’re making progress. 

It is hard work. It is hard work to go from 
a tyranny to a democracy. It’s hard work to 
go from a place where people get their hands 
cut off or executed, to a place where people 
are free. But it’s necessary work, and a free 
Iraq is going to make this world a more 
peaceful place. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds, Senator 
Kerry. 

Senator Kerry. What I think troubles a 
lot of people in our country is that the Presi-
dent has just sort of described one kind of 
mistake, but what he has said is that even 
knowing there were no weapons of mass de-
struction, even knowing there was no immi-
nent threat, even knowing there was no con-
nection of Al Qaida, he would still have done 
everything the same way. Those are his 
words. Now, I would not. 

So what I’m trying to do is just talk the 
truth to the American people and to the 
world. Truth is what good policy is based on. 
It’s what leadership is based on. 

The President says that I’m denigrating 
these troops. I have nothing but respect for 
the British and for Tony Blair and for what 
they’ve been willing to do. But you can’t tell 
me that when the most troops any other 
country has on the ground is Great Britain 
with 8,300, and below that, the 4 others are 
below 4,000, and below that, there isn’t any-
body out of the hundreds, that we have a 
genuine coalition to get this job done. You 
can’t tell me that on the day that we went 
into that war and it started, it was principally 
the United States, the—America and Great 
Britain and one or two others; that’s it. And 
today we are 90 percent of the casualties and 
90 percent of the costs. 

And meanwhile, North Korea has gotten 
nuclear weapons. Talk about mixed mes-
sages, the President is the one who said we 
can’t allow countries to get nuclear weapons. 
They have. I’ll change that. 
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Candidates’ Candor and Consistency 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, Senator Kerry, 

2 minutes. You’ve just—you’ve repeatedly ac-
cused President Bush, not here tonight but 
elsewhere before, of not telling the truth 
about Iraq, essentially of lying to the Amer-
ican people about Iraq. Give us some exam-
ples of what you consider to be his not telling 
the truth. 

Senator Kerry. Well, I’ve never, ever 
used the harshest word, as you did just then, 
and I try not to. I’ve been—but I’ll, neverthe-
less, tell you that I think he has not been 
candid with the American people, and I’ll tell 
you exactly how. 

First of all, we all know that in his State 
of the Union Message he told Congress 
about nuclear materials that didn’t exist. We 
know that he promised America that he was 
going to build this coalition. I just described 
the coalition. It is not the kind of coalition 
we were described when we were talking 
about voting for this. The President said he 
would exhaust the remedies of the United 
Nation and go through that full process. He 
didn’t. He cut it off, sort of arbitrarily. And 
we know that there were further 
diplomatics—efforts underway. They just de-
cided the time for diplomacy is over and 
rushed to war without planning for what hap-
pens afterwards. Now, he misled the Amer-
ican people in his speech when he said, ‘‘We 
will plan carefully.’’ They obviously didn’t. 
He misled the American people when he 
said, ‘‘We’d go to war as a last resort.’’ We 
did not go as a last resort. And most Ameri-
cans know the difference. 

Now, this has cost us deeply in the world. 
I believe that it is important to tell the truth 
to the American people. I’ve worked with 
those leaders the President talks about. I’ve 
worked with them for 20 years, for longer 
than this President, and I know what many 
of them say today, and I know how to bring 
them back to the table. 

And I believe that fresh start, new credi-
bility, a President who can understand what 
we have to do to reach out to the Muslim 
world, to make it clear that this is not—you 
know, Usama bin Laden uses the invasion 
of Iraq in order to go out to people and say 
the—America has declared war on Islam. We 
need to be smarter about how we wage a 

war on terror. We need to deny them the 
recruits. We need to deny them the safe ha-
vens. We need to rebuild our alliances. I be-
lieve that Ronald Reagan, John Kennedy, and 
others did that more effectively, and I’m 
going to try to follow in their footsteps. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

President Bush. My opponent just said 
something amazing. He said Usama bin 
Laden uses the invasion of Iraq as an excuse 
to spread hatred for America. Usama bin 
Laden isn’t going to determine how we de-
fend ourselves. Usama bin Laden doesn’t get 
to decide. The American people decide. I de-
cided. The right action was in Iraq. 

My opponent calls it a mistake. It wasn’t 
a mistake. He said I misled on Iraq. I don’t 
think he was misleading when he called Iraq 
a grave threat in the fall of 2002. I don’t think 
he was misleading when he said that it was 
right to disarm Iraq in the spring of 2003. 
I don’t think he misled you when he said 
that if—anyone who doubted whether the 
world was better off without Saddam Hus-
sein in power didn’t have the judgment to 
be President. I don’t think he was misleading. 
I think what is misleading is to say you can 
lead and succeed in Iraq if you keep changing 
your positions on this war, and he has. As 
the politics change, his positions change, and 
that’s not how a Commander in Chief acts. 

I—let me finish. The intelligence I looked 
at was the same intelligence my opponent 
looked at, the very same intelligence. And 
when I stood up there and spoke to the Con-
gress, I was speaking off the same intel-
ligence he looked at to make his decisions 
to support the authorization of force. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds—we’ll do a 
30-second here. 

Senator Kerry. I wasn’t misleading when 
I said he was a threat. Nor was I misleading 
on the day that the President decided to go 
to war when I said that he had made a mis-
take in not building strong alliances and that 
I would have preferred that he did more di-
plomacy. I’ve had one position, one con-
sistent position, that Saddam Hussein was a 
threat; there was a right way to disarm him 
and a wrong way. And the President chose 
the wrong way. 
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Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

President Bush. The only thing consistent 
about my opponent’s position is that he’s 
been inconsistent. He changes positions. And 
you cannot change positions in this war on 
terror if you expect to win. And I expect to 
win. It’s necessary we win. We’re being chal-
lenged like never before, and we have a duty 
to our country and to future generations of 
America to achieve a free Iraq, a free Afghan-
istan, and to rid the world of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Hard Decisions/Support for the Military 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, Mr. President, 

2 minutes. Has the war in Iraq been worth 
the cost in American lives? Ten thousand 
fifty two—I mean, 1,052 as of today. 

President Bush. No, every life is precious. 
Every life matters. You know, my hardest—
the hardest part of the job is to know that 
I committed the troops in harm’s way and 
then do the best I can to provide comfort 
for the loved ones who lost a son or a daugh-
ter or a husband and wife. 

And you know, I think about Missy John-
son, who is a fantastic young lady I met in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, she and her son, 
Bryan. They came to see me. Her husband, 
P.J., got killed. He’d been in Afghanistan, 
went to Iraq. You know, it’s hard work to 
try to love her as best as I can, knowing full 
well that the decision I made caused her 
loved one to be in harm’s way. I told her, 
after we prayed and teared up and laughed 
some, that I thought her husband’s sacrifice 
was noble and worthy, because I understand 
the stakes of this war on terror. I understand 
that we must find Al Qaida wherever they 
hide. We must deal with threats before they 
fully materialize—and Saddam Hussein was 
a threat—and that we must spread liberty, 
because in the long run, the way to defeat 
hatred and tyranny and oppression is to 
spread freedom. Missy understood that. 
That’s what she told me her husband under-
stood. 

So you say, was it worth it? Every life is 
precious. That’s what distinguishes us from 
the enemy. Everybody matters. But I think 
it’s worth it, Jim. I think it’s worth it because 
I think—I know in the long term, a free Iraq, 

a free Afghanistan will set such a powerful 
example in the part of the world that’s des-
perate for freedom—it will help change the 
world—that we can look back and say, ‘‘We 
did our duty.’’

Mr. Lehrer. Senator, 90 seconds. 
Senator Kerry. I understand what the 

President is talking about, because I know 
what it means to lose people in combat. And 
the question, is it worth the cost, reminds 
me of my own thinking when I came back 
from fighting in that war, and it reminds me 
that it is vital for us not to confuse the war, 
ever, with the warriors. That happened be-
fore. 

And that’s one of the reasons why I believe 
I can get this job done, because I am deter-
mined, for those soldiers and for those fami-
lies, for those kids who put their lives on the 
line—that is noble. That’s the most noble 
thing that anybody can do. And I want to 
make sure the outcome honors that nobility. 

Now, we have a choice here. I’ve laid out 
a plan by which I think we can be successful 
in Iraq, with a summit, by doing better train-
ing faster, by cutting—by doing what we 
need to do with respect to the U.N. and the 
elections. There’s only 25 percent of the peo-
ple in there. They can’t have an election right 
now. The President is not getting the job 
done. 

So the choice for America is, you can have 
a plan that I’ve laid out in four points, each 
of which I can tell you more about, or you 
can go to johnkerry.com and see more of it, 
or you have the President’s plan, which is 
four words, ‘‘More of the same.’’ I think my 
plan is better. And my plan has a better 
chance of standing up and fighting for those 
troops. I will never let those troops down and 
will hunt and kill the terrorists, wherever 
they are. 

Mr. Lehrer. New—all right, sir, go ahead. 
Thirty seconds. 

President Bush. I understand what it 
means to be the Commander in Chief, and 
if I were to ever say this is the wrong war 
at the wrong time at the right—wrong place, 
the troops would wonder, ‘‘How can I follow 
this guy?’’ You cannot lead the war on terror 
if you keep changing positions on the war 
on terror and say things like, ‘‘Well, this is 
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just a grand diversion.’’ It’s not a grand diver-
sion. This is an essential, that we get it right. 
And so I—the plan he talks about simply 
won’t work. 

Mr. Lehrer. Senator Kerry, you have 30 
seconds, right. 

Senator Kerry. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell told this President the Pottery Barn 
rule: If you break it, you fix it. Now, if you 
break it, you made a mistake. It’s the wrong 
thing to do, but you own it. And then you’ve 
got to fix it and do something with it. Now, 
that’s what we have to do. There’s no incon-
sistency. 

Soldiers know, over there, that this isn’t 
being done right yet. I’m going to get it right 
for those soldiers, because it’s important to 
Israel. It’s important to America. It’s impor-
tant to the world. It’s important to the fight 
on terror. But I have a plan to do it. He 
doesn’t. 

Timeline for Withdrawal From Iraq/
Conditions in Iraq 

Mr. Lehrer. Speaking of your plan, new 
question, Senator Kerry, 2 minutes. Can you 
give us specifics—in terms of a scenario, 
timelines, et cetera—for ending U.S.—major 
U.S. military involvement in Iraq? 

Senator Kerry. The timeline that I’ve set 
out—and again, I want to correct the Presi-
dent, because he’s misled again this evening 
on what I’ve said. I didn’t say I would bring 
troops out in 6 months. I said, ‘‘If we do 
the things that I’ve set out, and we are suc-
cessful, we could begin to draw the troops 
down in 6 months.’’ And I think a critical 
component of success in Iraq is being able 
to convince the Iraqis and the Arab world 
that the United States doesn’t have long-term 
designs on it. 

As I understand it, we’re building some 
14 military bases there now, and some people 
say they’ve got a rather permanent concept 
to them. When you—when you guard the oil 
ministry but you don’t guard the nuclear fa-
cilities, the message to a lot of people is, 
‘‘Maybe—well, maybe they’re interested in 
our oil.’’ Now, the problem is that they didn’t 
think these things through properly, and 
these are the things you have to think 
through. 

What I want to do is change the dynamics 
on the ground. And you have to do that by 
beginning to not back off of Fallujahs and 
other places and send the wrong message to 
the terrorists. You have to close the borders. 
You’ve got to show you’re serious in that re-
gard. But you’ve also got to show that you’re 
prepared to bring the rest of the world in 
and share the stakes. 

I will make a flat statement: The United 
States of America has no long-term designs 
on staying in Iraq. And our goal, in my ad-
ministration, would be to get all of the troops 
out of there, with the minimal amount you 
need for training and logistics as we do in 
some other countries in the world after a war 
to be able to sustain the peace. But that’s 
how we’re going to win the peace, by rapidly 
training the Iraqis themselves. 

Even the administration has admitted they 
haven’t done the training, because they came 
to Congress a few weeks ago and asked for 
a complete reprogramming of the money. 
Now, what greater admission is there, 16 
months afterwards, ‘‘Oops, we haven’t done 
the job. We’ve got to start to spend the 
money now. Will you guys give us permission 
to shift it over into training?’’

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds. 
President Bush. There’s 100,000 troops 

trained, police, guard, special units, border 
patrol. There’s going to be 125,000 trained 
by the end of this year. Yes, we’re getting 
the job done. It’s hard work. Everybody 
knows it’s hard work because there’s a deter-
mined enemy that’s trying to defeat us. 

Now, my opponent says he’s going to try 
to change the dynamics on the ground. Well, 
Prime Minister Allawi was here. He is the 
leader of that country. He’s a brave, brave 
man. When he came, after giving a speech 
to the Congress, my opponent questioned his 
credibility. You can’t change the dynamics on 
the ground if you’ve criticized the brave lead-
er of Iraq. One of his campaign people al-
leged that Prime Minister Allawi was like a 
puppet. That’s no way to treat somebody 
who’s courageous and brave, that is trying 
to lead his country forward. 

The way to make sure that we succeed is 
to send consistent, sound messages to the 
Iraqi people that when we give our word, 
we will keep our word; that we stand with 
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you; that we believe you want to be free. And 
I do. I believe that the 25 million people, 
the vast majority, long to have elections. I 
reject this notion—and I’m not suggesting 
that my opponent says it, but I reject the 
notion that some say that if you’re Muslim 
you can’t be free; you don’t desire freedom. 
I disagree, strongly disagree with that. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds. 
Senator Kerry. I couldn’t agree more that 

the Iraqis want to be free and that they could 
be free. But I think the President, again, still 
hasn’t shown how he’s going to go about it 
the right way. He has more of the same. 

Now, Prime Minister Allawi came here, 
and he said the terrorists are pouring over 
the border. That’s Allawi’s assessment. The 
national intelligence assessment that was 
given to the President in July said: Best case 
scenario, more of the same of what we see 
today; worst case scenario, civil war. I can 
do better. 

President Bush. Yes, let me——
Mr. Lehrer. Yes, 30 seconds. 
President Bush. The reason why Prime 

Minister Allawi said they’re coming across 
the border is because he recognizes that this 
is a central part of the war on terror. They’re 
fighting us because they’re fighting freedom. 
They understand that a free Afghanistan or 
a free Iraq will be a major defeat for them, 
and those are the stakes. And that’s why it 
is essential we not leave. That’s why it’s es-
sential we hold the line. That’s why it’s essen-
tial we win, and we will. Under my leader-
ship, we’re going to win this war in Iraq. 

Future U.S. Military Action 
Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, a new ques-

tion, 2 minutes. Does the Iraq experience 
make it more likely or less likely that you 
would take the United States into another 
preemptive military action? 

President Bush. I would hope I never 
have to. I understand how hard it is to com-
mit troops. I never wanted to commit troops. 
I never—when I was running—when we had 
the debate in 2000, I never dreamt I would 
be doing that. But the enemy attacked us, 
Jim, and I have a solemn duty to protect the 
American people, to do everything I can to 
protect us. 

I think that by speaking clearly and doing 
what we say and not sending mixed messages, 
it is less likely we’ll ever have to use troops. 
But a President must always be willing to 
use troops. It must—as a last resort. 

The—I was hopeful diplomacy would work 
in Iraq. It was falling apart. There was no 
doubt in my mind that Saddam Hussein was 
hoping that the world would turn a blind eye. 
And if he had been in power—in other 
words, we had said, ‘‘Let’s let the inspectors 
work,’’ or ‘‘Let’s hope to talk him out; maybe 
an 18th resolution would work,’’ he’d have 
been stronger and tougher, and the world 
would have been a lot worse off. There’s just 
no doubt in my mind. We would rue the day 
if Saddam Hussein had been in power. 

So we use diplomacy every chance we get, 
believe me. And I—I would hope never to 
have to use force. But by speaking clearly 
and sending messages that we mean what we 
say, we’ve affected the world in a positive 
way. Look at Libya. Libya was a threat. Libya 
is now peacefully dismantling its weapons 
programs. Libya understood that America 
and others will enforce doctrine, and the 
world is better for it. 

So to answer your question, I would hope 
we’d never have to. I think by acting firmly 
and decisively, it will mean it’s less likely to—
less likely we have to use force. 

Mr. Lehrer. Senator Kerry, 90 seconds. 
Senator Kerry. Jim, the President just 

said something extraordinarily revealing and, 
frankly, very important in this debate. In an-
swer to your question about Iraq and sending 
people into Iraq, he just said, ‘‘The enemy 
attacked us.’’ Saddam Hussein didn’t attack 
us. Usama bin Laden attacked us. Al Qaida 
attacked us. 

And when we had Usama bin Laden cor-
nered in the mountains of Tora Bora, 1,000 
of his cohorts with him in those mountains, 
with the American military forces nearby and 
in the field, we didn’t use the best trained 
troops in the world to go kill the world’s num-
ber one criminal and terrorist. They 
outsourced the job to Afghan warlords who 
only a week earlier had been on the other 
side fighting against us, neither of whom 
trusted each other. That’s the enemy that at-
tacked us. That’s the enemy that was allowed 
to walk out of those mountains. That’s the 
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enemy that is now in 60 countries with 
stronger recruits. 

He also said Saddam Hussein would have 
been stronger. That is just factually incorrect. 
Two-thirds of the country was a no-fly zone 
when we started this war. We would have 
had sanctions. We would have had the U.N. 
inspectors. Saddam Hussein would have 
been continually weakening. If the President 
had shown the patience to go through an-
other round of resolution, to sit down with 
those leaders and say, ‘‘What do you need? 
What do you need now? How much more 
will it take to get you to join us,’’ we would 
be in a stronger place today. 

President Bush. First, listen——
Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds. 
President Bush. ——of course I know 

Usama bin Laden attacked us. I know that. 
And secondly, to think that another round 
of resolutions would have caused Saddam 
Hussein to disarm, disclose is ludicrous, in 
my judgment. It just shows a significant dif-
ference of opinion. We tried diplomacy. We 
did our best. He was hoping to turn a blind 
eye, and, yes, he would have been stronger 
had we not dealt with him. He had the capa-
bility of making weapons, and he would have 
made weapons. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds, Senator. 
Senator Kerry. Thirty-five to forty coun-

tries in the world had a greater capability of 
making weapons at the moment the Presi-
dent invaded than Saddam Hussein. And 
while he has been diverted with 9 out of 10 
active duty divisions of our Army either going 
to Iraq, coming back from Iraq, or getting 
ready to go, North Korea’s got nuclear weap-
ons, and the world is more dangerous. Iran 
is moving towards nuclear weapons, and the 
world is more dangerous. Darfur has a geno-
cide. The world is more dangerous. I’d have 
made a better choice. 

Preemptive Action/International 
Cooperation 

Mr. Lehrer. New question, 2 minutes, 
Senator Kerry. What is your position on the 
whole concept of preemptive war? 

Senator Kerry. The President always has 
the right and always has had the right for 
preemptive strike. That was a great doctrine 
throughout the cold war, and it was always 

one of the things we argued about with re-
spect to arms control. No President, through 
all of American history, has ever ceded, and 
nor would I, the right to preempt in any way 
necessary to protect the United States of 
America. But if and when you do it, Jim, 
you’ve got to do in a way that passes the test, 
that passes the global test, where your coun-
trymen, your people, understand fully why 
you’re doing what you’re doing and you can 
prove to the world that you did it for legiti-
mate reasons. 

Here we have our own Secretary of State 
who’s had to apologize to the world for the 
presentation he made to the United Nations. 
I mean, we can remember when President 
Kennedy, in the Cuban missile crisis, sent 
his Secretary of State to Paris to meet with 
de Gaulle, and in the middle of the discus-
sion to tell them about the missiles in Cuba, 
he said, ‘‘Here, let me show you the photos.’’ 
And de Gaulle waved them off and said, ‘‘No, 
no, no, no. The word of the President of the 
United States is good enough for me.’’ How 
many leaders in the world today would re-
spond to us, as a result of what we’ve done, 
in that way? 

So what is at test here is the credibility 
of the United States of America and how we 
lead the world. Iran and Iraq are now more—
Iran and North Korea are now more dan-
gerous. Now, whether preemption is ulti-
mately what has to happen or not, I don’t 
know yet. But I’ll tell you this, as President, 
I’ll never take my eye off that ball. I’ve been 
fighting for proliferation the entire time—
antiproliferation the entire time I’ve been in 
the Congress. And we’ve watched this Presi-
dent actually turn away from some of the 
treaties that were on the table. You don’t 
help yourself with other nations when you 
turn away from the global warming treaty, 
for instance, or when you refuse to deal at 
length with the United Nations. You have to 
earn that respect. And I think we have a lot 
of earning back to do. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds. 
President Bush. Let me—I’m not exactly 

sure what you mean, ‘‘passes the global test.’’ 
You take preemptive action if you pass a 
global test? My attitude is you take preemp-
tive action in order to protect the American 
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people, that you act in order to make this 
country secure. 

My opponent talks about me not signing 
certain treaties. But let me tell you one thing 
I didn’t sign—and I think it shows a dif-
ference of our opinion, the difference of 
opinions—and that is that I wouldn’t join the 
International Criminal Court. This is a body 
based in The Hague where unaccountable 
judges and prosecutors could pull our troops, 
our diplomats up for trial. And I wouldn’t 
join it. And I understand that in certain cap-
itals around the world that that wasn’t a pop-
ular move. But it’s the right move, not to 
join a foreign court that could—where our 
people could be prosecuted. My opponent 
is for joining the International Criminal 
Court. I just think trying to be popular kind 
of in the global sense, if it’s not in our best 
interest, makes no sense. I’m interested in 
working with other nations and do a lot of 
it. But I’m not going to make decisions that 
I think are wrong for America. 

North Korea and Iran 
Mr. Lehrer. New question. Mr. President, 

do you believe that diplomacy and sanctions 
can resolve the nuclear problems with North 
Korea and Iran? Taking them in any order 
you would like. 

President Bush. North Korea, first—I do. 
Let me say I certainly hope so. Before I was 
sworn in, the policy of this Government was 
to have bilateral negotiations with North 
Korea. And we signed an agreement with 
North Korea that my administration found 
out that was not being honored by the North 
Koreans. And so I decided that a better way 
to approach the issue was to get other nations 
involved, just—besides us. 

And in Crawford, Texas, Jiang Zemin and 
I agreed that the nuclear-weapons-free 
north—peninsula—Korean Peninsula was in 
his interest and our interest and the world’s 
interest. And so we began a new dialog with 
North Korea, one that included not only the 
United States but now China. And China has 
got a lot of influence over North Korea, in 
some ways more than we do. 

As well we included South Korea, Japan, 
and Russia. So now there are five voices 
speaking to Kim Chong-il, not just one. And 
so if Kim Chong-il decides again to not honor 

an agreement, he’s not only doing injustice 
to America, he’d be doing injustice to China 
as well. And I think this will work. It’s not 
going to work if we open up a dialog with 
Kim Chong-il. That’s what he wants. He 
wants to unravel the six-party talks—or the 
five—the five-nation coalition that’s sending 
him a clear message. 

On Iran, I hope we can do the same thing, 
continue to work with the world to convince 
the Iranian mullahs to abandon their nuclear 
ambitions. We’ve worked very closely with 
the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany, 
and Great Britain, who have been the folks 
delivering the message to the mullahs that 
if you expect to be part of the world of na-
tions, get rid of your nuclear programs. The 
IAEA is involved. There’s a special protocol 
recently been passed that allows for instant 
inspections. I hope we can do it, and we’ve 
got a good strategy. 

Mr. Lehrer. Senator Kerry, 90 seconds. 
Senator Kerry. With respect to Iran, the 

British, French, and Germans were the ones 
who initiated an effort—without the United 
States, regrettably—to begin to try to move 
to deter the nuclear possibilities in Iran. 

I believe we could have done better. I 
think the United States should have offered 
the opportunity to provide the nuclear fuel, 
test them to see whether or not they were 
actually looking for it for peaceful purposes. 
If they weren’t willing to work a deal, then 
we could have put sanctions together. The 
President did nothing. 

With respect to North Korea, the real 
story, we had inspectors and television cam-
eras in the nuclear reactor in North Korea. 
Secretary Bill Perry negotiated that under 
President Clinton. And we knew where the 
fuel rods were, and we knew the limits on 
their nuclear power. Colin Powell, our Sec-
retary of State, announced one day that we 
were going to continue the dialog and work 
with the North Koreans. The President re-
versed him publicly, while the President of 
South Korea was here. And the President of 
South Korea went back to South Korea be-
wildered and embarrassed because it went 
against his policy. And for 2 years, this ad-
ministration didn’t talk at all to North Korea. 

While they didn’t talk at all, the fuel rods 
came out. The inspectors were kicked out. 
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The television cameras were kicked out. And, 
today, there are four to seven nuclear weap-
ons in the hands of North Korea. That hap-
pened on this President’s watch. Now, that, 
I think, is one of the most serious sort of 
reversals or mixed messages that you could 
possibly send. 

Mr. Lehrer. I want to make sure—yes, 
sir—but in this one minute, I want to make 
sure that we understand—the people—the 
people watching you understand the dif-
ferences between the two of you on this. You 
want to continue the multinational talks, cor-
rect? 

President Bush. Right. 
Mr. Lehrer. And you want—you’re want-

ing to do it——
Senator Kerry. Both. I want bilateral talks 

which put all of the issues from the Armistice 
of 1952, the economic issues, the human 
rights issues, the artillery disposal issues, the 
DMZ issues, and the nuclear issues on the 
table. 

Mr. Lehrer. And you’re opposed to that, 
right? 

President Bush. The minute we have bi-
lateral talks, the six-party talks will unwind. 
It’s exactly what Kim Chong-il wants. And 
by the way, the breach on the agreement was 
not to plutonium. The breach on the agree-
ment is highly enriched uranium. That’s what 
we caught him doing. That’s where he was 
breaking the agreement. 

Secondly, you said—my opponent said that 
he’d work to put sanctions on Iran. We’ve 
already sanctioned Iran. We can’t sanction 
them anymore. There are sanctions in place 
on Iran. And finally, we were a party to the 
convincing—to working with Germany, 
France, and Great Britain to send their For-
eign Ministers into Iran. 

Iran/Sudan 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, 2 minutes, 

Senator Kerry. You mentioned Darfur, the 
Darfur region of Sudan. Fifty thousand peo-
ple have already died in that area, more than 
a million are homeless, and it’s been labeled 
an act of ongoing genocide. Yet, neither one 
of you or anyone else connected with your 
campaigns or your administration that I can 
find has discussed the possibility of sending 
in troops. Why not? 

Senator Kerry. Well, I’ll tell you exactly 
why not, but I first want to say something 
about those sanctions on Iran. Only the 
United States put the sanctions on, alone, 
and that’s exactly what I’m talking about. In 
order for the sanctions to be effective we 
should have been working with the British, 
French, and Germans and other countries. 
And that’s the difference between the Presi-
dent and me. And there again, he sort of slid 
by the question. 

Now, with respect to Darfur, yes, it is a 
genocide. And months ago, many of us were 
pressing for action. I think the reason that 
we’re not saying send American troops in at 
this point is several-fold. Number one, we 
can do this through the African Union, pro-
viding we give them the logistical support. 
Right now, all the President is providing is 
humanitarian support. We need to do more 
than that. They’ve got to have the logistical 
capacity to go in and stop the killing, and 
that’s going to require more than is on the 
table today. 

I also believe that it is—one of the reasons 
we can’t do it is we’re overextended. Ask the 
people in the Armed Forces today. We’ve 
got Guards and Reserves who are doing dou-
ble duties. We’ve got a backdoor draft taking 
place in America today, people with stop-loss 
programs where they’re told, ‘‘You can’t get 
out of the military,’’ 9 out of our 10 active 
duty divisions committed to Iraq one way or 
the other, either going, coming, or preparing. 
So this is the way the President has over-
extended the United States. 

That’s why, in my plan, I add two active 
duty divisions to the United States Army, not 
for Iraq but for our general demands across 
the globe. I also intend to double the number 
of Special Forces so that we can do the job 
we need to do with respect to fighting the 
terrorists around the world. And if we do 
that, then we have the ability to be able to 
respond more rapidly. But I’ll tell you this, 
as President, if it took American forces, to 
some degree, to coalesce the African Union, 
I’d be prepared to do it, because we could 
never allow another Rwanda. It’s a moral re-
sponsibility for us in the world. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds. 
President Bush. Back to Iran, just for a 

second. It was not my administration that put 
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the sanctions on Iran. That happened long 
before I arrived in Washington, DC. 

In terms of Darfur, I agree, it’s genocide, 
and Colin Powell so stated. We have com-
mitted $200 million worth of aid. We’re the 
leading donor in the world to help the suf-
fering people there. We will commit more, 
over time, to help. 

We were very much involved at the U.N. 
on the sanction policy of the Bashir Govern-
ment in the Sudan. Prior to Darfur, Ambas-
sador Jack Danforth had been negotiating a 
north-south agreement that we would hope 
would have brought peace to the Sudan. I 
agree with my opponent that we shouldn’t 
be committing troops, that we ought to be 
working with the African Union to do so—
precisely what we did in Liberia. We helped 
stabilize the situation with some troops, and 
when the African Union came, we moved 
them out. My hope is that the African Union 
moves rapidly to help save lives. Fortunately, 
the rainy season will be ending shortly, which 
will make it easier to get aid there and help 
the long-suffering people there. 

Character of the Candidates 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, President 

Bush. There are clearly, as we have heard, 
major policy differences between the two of 
you. Are there also underlying character 
issues that you believe—that you believe—
are serious enough to deny Senator Kerry the 
job as Commander in Chief of the United 
States? 

President Bush. Whew, that’s a loaded 
question. [Laughter] 

First of all, I admire Senator Kerry’s serv-
ice to our country. I admire the fact that he 
is a great dad. I appreciate the fact that his 
daughters have been so kind to my daughters 
in what has been a pretty hard experience 
for, I guess, young girls seeing their dads out 
there campaigning. I admire the fact that he’s 
served for 20 years in the Senate, although 
I’m not so sure I admire the record. I won’t 
hold it against him that he went to Yale. 
Nothing wrong with that. 

I—my concerns about the Senator is that 
in the course of this campaign I’ve been lis-
tening very carefully to what he says, and he 
changed his positions on the war in Iraq, 
changed his positions on something as funda-

mental as what you believe in your core, in 
your heart of hearts, is right in Iraq. You can-
not lead if you send mixed messages. Mixed 
messages send the wrong signals to our 
troops. Mixed messages send the wrong sig-
nals to our allies. Mixed messages send the 
wrong signals to the Iraqi citizens. 

And that’s my biggest concern about my 
opponent. I admire his service. But I just 
know how this world works and that in the 
councils of government, there must be cer-
tainty from the U.S. President. Of course, 
we change tactics when need to, but we 
never change our beliefs, the strategic beliefs 
that are necessary to protect this country in 
the world. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety-second response, 
Senator. 

Senator Kerry. Well, first of all, I appre-
ciate enormously the personal comments the 
President just made, and I share them with 
him. I think only if you’ve—if you’re doing 
this, and he’s done it more than I have in 
terms of the Presidency, can you begin to 
get a sense of what it means to your families. 
And it’s tough. And so I acknowledge his 
daughters. I’ve watched them. I’ve chuckled 
a few times at some of their comments. 
[Laughter] And——

President Bush. I’m trying to put a leash 
on them. [Laughter] 

Senator Kerry. Well, I know, I’ve learned 
not to do that. [Laughter] And I have great 
respect and admiration for his wife. I think 
she’s a terrific person——

President Bush. Thank you. 
Senator Kerry. ——and a great First 

Lady. But we do have differences. I’m not 
going to talk about a difference of character. 
I don’t think that’s my job or my business. 
But let me talk about something that the 
President just sort of finished up with—
maybe someone would call it a character 
trait; maybe somebody wouldn’t—but this 
issue of certainty. It’s one thing to be certain, 
but you can be certain and be wrong. It’s 
another to be certain and be right, or be cer-
tain and be moving in the right direction, 
or be certain about a principle and then learn 
new facts and take those new facts and put 
them to use in order to change and get your 
policy right. 
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What I worry about with the President is 
that he’s not acknowledging what’s on the 
ground. He’s not acknowledging the realities 
of North Korea. He’s not acknowledging the 
truth of the science of stem cell research or 
of global warming and other issues. And cer-
tainty sometimes can get you in trouble. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds. 
President Bush. Well, I think—listen, I 

fully agree that one should shift tactics, and 
we will in Iraq. Our commanders have got 
all the flexibility to do what is necessary to 
succeed. But what I won’t do is change my 
core values because of politics or because of 
pressure. And it is—one of the things I’ve 
learned in the White House is that there’s 
enormous pressure on the President, and you 
cannot wilt under that pressure. Otherwise 
the world won’t be better off. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds. 
Senator Kerry. I have no intention of 

wilting. I’ve never wilted in my life, and I’ve 
never wavered in my life. I know exactly what 
we need to do in Iraq and my position has 
been consistent. Saddam Hussein is a threat. 
He needed to be disarmed. We needed to 
go to the U.N. The President needed the au-
thority to use force in order to be able to 
get him to do something because he never 
did it without the threat of force, but we 
didn’t need to rush to war without a plan 
to win the peace. 

Nuclear Proliferation 
Mr. Lehrer. New question, 2 minutes, 

Senator Kerry. If you are elected President, 
what will you take to that office thinking is 
the single most serious threat to the national 
security of the United States? 

Senator Kerry. Nuclear proliferation—
nuclear proliferation. There are some 600-
plus tons of unsecured material still in the 
former Soviet Union, in Russia. At the rate 
that the President is currently securing that, 
it will take 13 years to get it. 

I did a lot of work on this. I wrote a book 
about it several years ago—maybe 6 or 7 
years ago, called ‘‘The New War,’’ which saw 
the difficulties of this international criminal 
network. And back then, we intercepted a 
suitcase in a Middle Eastern country with nu-
clear materials in it, and the black market 
sale price was about $250 million. Now, there 

are terrorists trying to get their hands on that 
stuff today. 

And this President, I regret to say, has se-
cured less nuclear material in the last 2 years 
since 9/11 than we did in the 2 years pre-
ceding 9/11. We have to do this job. And 
to do the job, you can’t cut the money for 
it. The President actually cut the money for 
it. You have to put the money into it and 
the funding and the leadership. 

And part of that leadership is sending the 
right message to places like North Korea. 
Right now the President is spending hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to research bunk-
er-busting nuclear weapons. The United 
States is pursuing a new set of nuclear weap-
ons. It doesn’t make sense. You talk about 
mixed messages. We’re telling other people, 
‘‘You can’t have nuclear weapons,’’ but we’re 
pursuing a new nuclear weapon that we 
might even contemplate using. 

Not this President. I’m going to shut that 
program down, and we’re going to make it 
clear to the world we’re serious about con-
taining nuclear proliferation. And we’re 
going to get the job of containing all of that 
nuclear material in Russia done in 4 years. 
And we’re going to build the strongest inter-
national network to prevent nuclear pro-
liferation. This is the scale of what President 
Kennedy set out to do with the Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty. It’s our generation’s equivalent, 
and I intend to get it done. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

President Bush. Actually, we’ve increased 
funding for dealing with nuclear proliferation 
about 35 percent since I’ve been the Presi-
dent. 

Secondly, we’ve set up what’s called the—
well, first of all, I agree with my opponent 
that the biggest threat facing this country is 
weapons of mass destruction in the hands of 
a terrorist network. And that’s why we’ve put 
proliferation as the—one of the centerpieces 
of a multipronged strategy to make the coun-
try safer. 

My administration started what is called 
the Proliferation Security Initiative, over 60 
nations involved with disrupting the trans-
shipment of information and/or weapons of 
mass destruction materials. And we’re—been 
effective. We busted the A.Q. Khan network. 
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This was a proliferator out of Pakistan that 
was selling secrets to places like North Korea 
and Libya. We convinced Libya to disarm. 
It was an essential part of dealing with weap-
ons of mass destruction and proliferation. 

I’ll tell you another way to help protect 
America in the long—in the long run is con-
tinue with missile defenses, and we’ve got 
a robust research and development program 
that has been ongoing during my administra-
tion. We’ll be implementing a missile defense 
system relatively quickly. And that is another 
way to help deal with the threats that we 
face in the 21st century. My opponent is op-
posed to the missile defenses. 

Mr. Lehrer. Just for this one-minute dis-
cussion here, is it just—for whatever seconds 
it takes—so it’s correct to say that if some-
body is listening to this, that both of you 
agree—if you’re reelected, Mr. President, 
and if you are elected—the single most seri-
ous threat you believe—both of you believe 
is nuclear proliferation? 

President Bush. In the hands of a ter-
rorist enemy. 

Senator Kerry. Weapons of mass destruc-
tion, nuclear proliferation. But again, the test 
of the difference between us—the President 
has had 4 years to try to do something about 
it, and North Korea has got more weapons. 
Iran is moving towards weapons. And at his 
pace, it will take 13 years to secure those 
weapons in Russia. I’m going to do it in 4 
years, and I’m going to immediately set out 
to have bilateral talks with North Korea. 

Mr. Lehrer. Your response to that. 
President Bush. Again, I can’t tell you 

how big a mistake I think that is, to have 
bilateral talks with North Korea. It’s precisely 
what Kim Chong-il wants. It will cause the 
six-party talks to evaporate. It means that 
China no longer is involved in convincing, 
along with us, for Kim Chong-il to get rid 
of his weapons. It’s a big mistake to do that. 
We must have China’s leverage on Kim 
Chong-il, besides ourselves. And if you enter 
bilateral talks, they’ll be happy to walk away 
from the table. I don’t think that will work. 

President Vladimir Putin of Russia 
Mr. Lehrer. All right, Mr. President, this 

is—this is the last question, and 2 minutes. 
It’s a new—new subject, new question. And 

it has to do with President Putin and Russia. 
Did you misjudge him, or are you—do you 
feel that what he is doing in the name of 
antiterrorism by changing some democratic 
processes is okay? 

President Bush. No, I don’t think it’s okay 
and said so publicly. I think that there needs 
to be checks and balances in a democracy 
and made that very clear—that by consoli-
dating power in a central government, he’s 
sending a signal to the Western world and 
the United States that—that perhaps he 
doesn’t believe in checks and balances. And 
I’ve told him that. 

He’s also a strong ally in the war on terror. 
He is—listen, they went through a horrible 
situation in Beslan where these terrorists 
gunned down young school kids. But it’s the 
nature of the enemy, by the way. That’s why 
we need to be firm and resolved in bringing 
them to justice. It’s precisely what Vladimir 
Putin understands as well. 

I’ve got a good relation with Vladimir, and 
it’s important that we do have a good relation 
because that enables me to better comment 
to him and to—better to discuss with him 
some of the decisions he makes. I found that 
in this world that it’s important to establish 
good personal relationships with people so 
that when you have disagreements, you’re 
able to disagree in a way that is effective. 

And so I’ve told him my opinion. I look 
forward to discussing it more with him as 
time goes on. Russia is a country in transition. 
Vladimir is going to have to make some hard 
choices, and I think it’s very important for 
the American President as well as other 
Western leaders to remind him of the great 
benefits of democracy, that democracy will 
best help the people realize their hopes and 
aspirations and dreams. And I will continue 
working with him over the next 4 years. 

Mr. Lehrer. Ninety seconds, Senator 
Kerry. 

Senator Kerry. Well, let me just say 
quickly that I’ve had an extraordinary experi-
ence of watching up close and personal that 
transition in Russia, because I was there right 
after the transformation, and I was probably 
one of the first Senators, along with Senator 
Bob Smith of New Hampshire, a former Sen-
ator, to go down into the KGB underneath 
Treblinka Square and see reams of files with 
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names in them. And it sort of brought home 
the transition to democracy that Russia was 
trying to make. 

I regret what’s happened in these past 
months, and I think it goes beyond just the 
response to terror. Mr. Putin now controls 
all the television stations. His political oppo-
sition is being put in jail. And I think it’s 
very important for the United States, obvi-
ously, to have a working relationship that is 
good. This is a very important country to us, 
and we want a partnership. But we always 
have to stand up for democracy. As George 
Will said the other day, ‘‘Freedom on the 
march, not in Russia right now.’’

Now, I’d like to come back for a quick 
moment, if I can, to that issue about China 
and the talks, because that’s one of the most 
critical issues here, North Korea. Just be-
cause the President says it can’t be done, that 
you’d lose China, doesn’t mean it can’t be 
done. I mean, this is the President who said 
there were weapons of mass destruction, said 
‘‘mission accomplished,’’ said we could fight 
the war on the cheap, none of which were 
true. We can have bilateral talks with Kim 
Chong-il, and we can get those weapons at 
the same time as we get China, because 
China has an interest in the outcome too. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thirty seconds, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

President Bush. You know my opinion on 
North Korea. I can’t say it any more plainly. 

Mr. Lehrer. Right. Well, but what—he 
used the word ‘‘truth’’ again. 

President Bush. Pardon me? 
Mr. Lehrer. Talking about the truth of the 

matter. He used the word ‘‘truth’’ again. Did 
that raise any hackles that you—with you? 

President Bush. Oh, I’m a pretty calm 
guy. [Laughter] I mean, I don’t take it per-
sonally. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. Yes. 
President Bush. But you know, look, we 

looked at the same intelligence. We came to 
the same conclusion, that Saddam Hussein 
was a grave threat. And I don’t hold it against 
him that he said ‘‘grave threat.’’ I’m not going 
to go around the country saying he didn’t 
tell the truth, when he looked at the same 
intelligence I did. 

Senator Kerry. It was a threat. That’s not 
the issue. The issue is what you do about 

it. The President said he was going to build 
a true coalition, exhaust the remedies of the 
U.N., and go to war as a last resort. Those 
words really have to mean something. And 
unfortunately, he didn’t go to war as a last 
resort. Now we have this incredible mess in 
Iraq, $200 billion—it’s—it’s not what the 
American people thought they were getting 
when they voted. 

Closing Statements 
Mr. Lehrer. All right, that brings us to 

closing statements. And again, as determined 
by a coin toss, Senator Kerry, you go first, 
and you have 2 minutes. 

Senator Kerry. Thank you, Jim, very 
much. Thank you very much to the university 
again. Thank you, Mr. President. 

My fellow Americans, as I said at the very 
beginning of this debate, both President 
Bush and I love this country very much. 
There is no doubt, I think, about that. But 
we have a different set of convictions about 
how we make our country stronger here at 
home and respected again in the world. 

I know that for many of you sitting at 
home, parents of kids in Iraq, you want to 
know, who is the person who could be a 
Commander in Chief who can get your kids 
home and get the job done and win the 
peace? And for all the rest of the parents 
in America who are wondering about their 
kids going to a school or anywhere else in 
the world, what kind of world they’re going 
to grow up in, let me look you in the eye 
and say to you: I’ve defended this country 
as a young man in war, and I will defend 
it as President of the United States. But I 
have a difference with this President. I be-
lieve we’re strongest when we reach out and 
lead the world and build strong alliances. I 
have a plan for Iraq. I believe we can be 
successful. I’m not talking about leaving. I’m 
talking about winning. And we need a fresh 
start, a new credibility, a President who can 
bring allies to our side. 

I also have a plan to win the war on terror, 
funding homeland security, strengthening 
our military, cutting off finances, reaching 
out to the world—again, building strong alli-
ances. 

I believe America’s best days are ahead of 
us because I believe that the future belongs 
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to freedom, not to fear. That’s the country 
that I’m going to fight for, and I ask you to 
give me the opportunity to make you proud. 
I ask you to give me the opportunity to lead 
this great Nation so that we can be stronger 
here at home, respected again in the world, 
and have responsible leadership that we de-
serve. 

Thank you, and God bless America. 
Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, 2 minutes. 
President Bush. Thank you very much, 

tonight, Jim. Thank you, Senator. 
If America shows uncertainty or weakness 

in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. That’s not going to happen so long 
as I’m your President. In the next 4 years, 
we will continue to strengthen our homeland 
defenses. We will strengthen our intel-
ligence-gathering services. We will reform 
our military. The military will be an all-volun-
teer army. We will continue to stay on the 
offense. We will fight the terrorists around 
the world so we do not have to face them 
here at home. 

We’ll continue to build our alliances. I’ll 
never turn over America’s national security 
needs to leaders of other countries as we con-
tinue to build those alliances. And we’ll con-
tinue to spread freedom. I believe in the 
transformational power of liberty. I believe 
that a free Iraq is in this Nation’s interests. 
I believe a free Afghanistan is in this Nation’s 
interests, and I believe both a free Afghani-
stan and a free Iraq will serve as a powerful 
example for millions who plead in silence for 
liberty in the broader Middle East. 

We’ve done a lot of hard work together 
over the last 31⁄2 years. We’ve been chal-
lenged, and we’ve risen to those challenges. 
We’ve climbed the mighty mountain. I see 
the valley below, and it’s a valley of peace. 
By being steadfast and resolute and strong, 
by keeping our word, by supporting our 
troops, we can achieve the peace we all want. 

I appreciate your listening tonight. I ask 
for your vote. And may God continue to bless 
our great land. 

Mr. Lehrer. And that ends tonight’s de-
bate. A reminder, the second Presidential de-
bate will be a week from tomorrow, October 
8th, from Washington University in St. Louis. 
Charles Gibson of ABC News will moderate 
a townhall-type event. Then, on October 
13th, from Arizona State University in 

Tempe, Bob Schieffer of CBS News will 
moderate an exchange on domestic policy 
that will be similar in format to tonight’s. 
Also, this coming Tuesday, at Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, the Vice 
Presidential candidates, Vice President Che-
ney and Senator Edwards, will debate with 
my PBS colleague, Gwen Ifill, moderating. 

For now, thank you, Senator Kerry, Presi-
dent Bush. From Coral Gables, Florida, I’m 
Jim Lehrer. Thank you, and good night. 

NOTE: The debate began at 9:02 p.m. in the Con-
vocation Center at the University of Miami. In 
his remarks, the President referred to former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; A.Q. Khan, 
former head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist network; Khalid Sheik Mohammed, sen-
ior Al Qaida leader responsible for planning the 
September 11 attack, who was captured in Paki-
stan on March 1, 2003; senior Al Qaida associate 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad 
Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; Gen. 
Tommy R. Franks, USA, (Ret.), former combatant 
commander, U.S. Central Command; U.S. Am-
bassador to Iraq John D. Negroponte; Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland; Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; former President 
Jiang Zemin of China; Chairman Kim Chong-il 
of North Korea; President Umar Hassan Ahmad 
al-Bashir of Sudan; and former Senator John C. 
Danforth, Special Envoy for Peace in the Sudan. 
Senator Kerry referred to Gen. John M. 
Shalikashvili, USA, (Ret.), former Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; Adm. William J. Crowe, Jr., USN, 
(Ret.), former Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
Gen. Merrill A. ‘‘Tony’’ McPeak, USAF, (Ret.), 
former Air Force Chief of Staff; Lt. Gen. Brent 
Scowcroft, USAF, (Ret.), former National Secu-
rity Adviser; Gen. Eric K. Shinseki, USA, (Ret.), 
former Army Chief of Staff; former Secretary of 
Defense William Perry; and President Roh Moo-
hyun of South Korea. Senator Kerry also referred 
to the National Intelligence Estimate and the 
Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change.

Remarks at a Debate Watch Party in 
Coral Gables, Florida 
September 30, 2004

The President. Thank you all for being 
here. Anything worthwhile on TV tonight? 
[Laughter] I enjoyed it. I had a good time 
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up there talking about what I believe. No, 
it’s not hard to debate if you know what’s 
in your heart, know where you want to lead 
this country. 

Listen, I too want to thank the people of 
this State for their courage, compassion, and 
decency in the face of incredible suffering. 
These four hurricanes came to this State, and 
the people of this State have risen up. And 
when they found a neighbor in need, they 
provided compassion and help. When they 
found somebody who’s hurting, they pro-
vided succor needed. And I thank the people 
of this State so very much for setting such 
a great example for the rest of our country. 

There I was, standing there on the stage, 
and guess who I was looking at the whole 
time? Laura. If you could see a smile occa-
sionally come across my face, that’s because 
I was looking at a lady I love. Then occasion-
ally I’d glance over and see Barbara and 
Jenna. I love them too. Oh, yes. I want to 
thank Jenna and Barbara for working so hard 
in this campaign. I want to thank Laura for 
her great compassion and composure. 

I want to thank my brother Jeb for being 
such a great Governor for Florida. I mean, 
when this State needed him, needed his lead-
ership, he showed up. He’d been every—he’s 
been all over this State, working hard to 
make sure that those who have suffered real-
ize that help is around the corner, that we’re 
doing everything we can to protect people. 

Listen, I’m honored to be here with the 
next United States Senator, Mel Martinez. 
This man needs to be in the United States 
Senate. He not only had a fantastic past—
as a matter of fact, he’s a member of Pedro 
Pan—but he’s got a great future, and the 
people of Florida will benefit by having Mel 
Martinez in the U.S. Senate. We love Kitty, 
Kitty Martinez. She’s one of our favorites. 

I want to thank—before I went out there 
to debate, I saw two of the preprogram par-
ticipants—it’s kind of hard for a Texan to 
say—[laughter]—preprogram participants. 
That would be Rudy Giuliani. I want to thank 
him for being here. 

Audience members. Rudy! Rudy! Rudy! 
The President. And I want to thank my 

friend General Tommy Franks for being here 
as well. 

Now, we’ve got two more campaigns to 
go—I mean, two more debates to go. No 
more campaigns except this one, two more 
debates to go and a lot of hard work. There’s 
no doubt in my mind, with your help, we’re 
going to carry Florida again. 

I was only disappointed in one thing about 
the debate tonight: There was not one ques-
tion on Cuba. Let me tell you my question: 
Cuba libre. [Applause] Quatro mas años. No, 
people know where I stand. People know 
what I believe. I’ve got a plan to fight these 
terrorists, to keep this country secure. I’ve 
got a plan to spread freedom, not only in 
the greater Middle East but in our own hemi-
sphere, in places like Cuba. I’ve got a plan 
to make this world more peaceful. 

I’m looking forward to the debate on do-
mestic policy too. There’s some big dif-
ferences. He’s going to run up your taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I’m going to keep them 

low. We’ve got a plan to continue growing 
this economy, a plan to make sure our chil-
dren get a good education, a plan to make 
sure health care works, but a plan that recog-
nizes this: The role of Government is to help 
people realize their dreams, not to tell people 
how to live their lives. 

Now, I’m honored you all came out. As 
you know, I’m kind of getting older, so I need 
to get my sleep. [Laughter] We have come 
to thank you for your steadfast support. To-
morrow morning, first thing, I’m getting up 
and heading to Pennsylvania, and then I’m 
going to New Hampshire. What I’m telling 
you is, I’m going to keep campaigning as hard 
as I possibly can, carrying our message of 
a better tomorrow, and we’re going to win 
in November. 

God bless. God bless America. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 p.m. at the 
Coconut Grove Expo Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Kitty Mar-
tinez, wife of Florida Senatorial candidate Mel R. 
Martinez; Rudolph W. Giuliani, former mayor of 
New York City; and Gen. Tommy R. Franks, USA, 
(Ret.), former combatant commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command.
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Presidential Determination on FY 
2005 Refugee Admissions Numbers 
and Authorizations of In-Country 
Refugee Status Pursuant to Sections 
207 and 101(a)(42), Respectively, of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
and Determination Pursuant to 
Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended 
September 30, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–53

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY 
2005 Refugee Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status 
Pursuant to Sections 207 and 101(a)(42), 
respectively, of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, and Determination Pursuant 
to Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (8 
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I 
hereby make the following determinations 
and authorize the following actions: 

The admission of up to 70,000 refugees 
to the United States during FY 2005 is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest; provided, however, 
that this number shall be understood as in-
cluding persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2005 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under the Amerasian 
immigrant admissions program, as provided 
below. 

The 70,000 admissions numbers shall be 
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations; 
provided, however, that the number allo-
cated to the East Asia region shall include 
persons admitted to the United States during 
FY 2005 with Federal refugee resettlement 
assistance under section 584 of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act of 1988, as con-
tained in section 101(e) of Public Law 100–
202 (Amerasian immigrants and their family 

members); provided further that the number 
allocated to the former Soviet Union shall 
include persons admitted who were nationals 
of the former Soviet Union, or in the case 
of persons having no nationality, who were 
habitual residents of the former Soviet 
Union, prior to September 2, 1991:

Africa ................................................ 20,000
East Asia ........................................... 13,000 
Europe and Central Asia ................ 9,500
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 5,000
Near East/South Asia ...................... 2,500
Unallocated Reserve ........................ 20,000

The 20,000 unallocated refugee numbers 
shall be allocated to regional ceilings as need-
ed. Upon providing notification to the Judici-
ary Committees of the Congress, you are 
hereby authorized to use unallocated num-
bers in regions where the need for additional 
numbers arises. 

Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, you are 
further authorized to transfer unused num-
bers allocated to a particular region to one 
or more other regions, if there is a need for 
greater numbers for the region or regions to 
which the numbers are being transferred. 
Consistent with section 2(b)(2) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended, I hereby determine that assistance 
to or on behalf of persons applying for admis-
sion to the United States as part of the over-
seas refugee admissions program will con-
tribute to the foreign policy interests of the 
United States and designate such persons for 
this purpose. 

An additional 10,000 refugee admissions 
numbers shall be made available during FY 
2005 for the adjustment to permanent resi-
dent status under section 209(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1159(b)) of aliens who have been granted 
asylum in the United States under section 
208 of the Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), as this is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest. 

In accordance with section 101(a)(42) of 
the Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after ap-
propriate consultation with the Congress, I 
also specify that, for FY 2005, the following 
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persons may, if otherwise qualified, be con-
sidered refugees for the purpose of admis-
sion to the United States within their coun-
tries of nationality or habitual residence: 

a. Persons in Vietnam 
b. Persons in Cuba 
c. Persons in the former Soviet Union 
d. In exceptional circumstances, persons 

identified by a U.S. Embassy in any 
location 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Memorandum on Transfer of Funds 
Under Section 610 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act 
September 30, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–54

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Transfer of Funds under Section 610 
of the Foreign Assistance Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 610 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the 
‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine it necessary for 
the purposes of the Act that $24,852,500 
made available under Chapter 3 of Part I of 
the Act for Fiscal Year 2004 be transferred 
to, and consolidated with, funds made avail-
able under Chapter 4 of Part II of the Act, 
and such funds are hereby transferred and 
consolidated. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
report this determination to the Congress 
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 1.

Remarks in Allentown, Pennsylvania 

October 1, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all for coming. It is great——

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
It’s—what a beautiful day to be here in the 
Lehigh Valley. It’s great to be back in Allen-
town. It’s a wonderful place to come after 
a debate. 

I’m so honored John McCain is traveling 
with me today. I’m proud of his friendship. 
I appreciate his leadership. I appreciate his 
courage, and I’m really grateful he’s for me 
for President. 

We had a great debate last night. It high-
lighted some of the fundamental differences 
between my opponent and me, differences 
I believe are crucial for our national security. 
It’s a big difference when it comes to sup-
porting our troops. When America puts our 
troops in harm’s way, I believe they deserve 
the best training, the best equipment, and 
the wholehearted support of our Govern-
ment. 

My opponent last night said our troops de-
serve better. They certainly deserve better 
than they got from Senator Kerry when he 
voted to send them to war and then voted 
against funding our troops in combat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You may remember his fa-

mous quote about the supplemental funding 
that I sent up to Congress. He said, ‘‘I actu-
ally did vote for the $87 billion, right before 
I voted against it.’’ [Laughter] I understand. 

Last night——
Audience members. Flip-flop! Flip-flop! 

Flip-flop! 
The President. Last night, he said he 

made a mistake in how he talked about that 
vote, but the mistake wasn’t what Senator 
Kerry said. The mistake was what Senator 
Kerry did. 

He voted against supplying our troops 
after voting for putting them in harm’s way. 
He then went on to say—after saying the 87 
billion line, they kept pressing him. He said 
he was proud of his vote. And finally, he said, 
‘‘The whole thing was a complicated matter.’’ 
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Then he had a new wrinkle, a new expla-
nation. During an interview this week, he de-
scribed it as a protest vote. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When we put American 

troops in harm’s way, they certainly deserve 
better than to have a candidate for President 
use them as a protest. 

Last night, Senator Kerry only continued 
his pattern of confusing contradictions. After 
voting for the war, after saying my decision 
to remove Saddam Hussein from power was 
the right decision, he now says it was all a 
mistake. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. But I asked a logical ques-

tion, does that mean our troops our dying 
for a mistake? 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. That’s what he said, ‘‘No.’’ 

You can’t have it both ways. You can’t say 
it’s a mistake and not a mistake. You can’t 
be for getting rid of Saddam Hussein when 
things look good and against it when times 
are hard. You can’t claim terrorists are pour-
ing across the border into Iraq yet, at the 
same time, try to claim that Iraq is somehow 
a diversion for war against terrorism. The 
President cannot keep changing his mind. 
The President must speak clearly, and the 
President must mean what he says. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. A crucial difference be-
tween my opponent and me is the most im-
portant question for voters this election: Who 
can lead this war against terror to victory? 
Which candidate can best protect America’s 
families and our national security? And here 
my opponent has a fundamental misunder-
standing of the nature of the war against ter-
ror, and he has no plan to win in Iraq. The 
cornerstone of Senator Kerry’s plan for Iraq 
is that he would convene a summit. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I’ve been to a lot of sum-

mits. [Laughter] I’ve never seen a meeting 
that would depose a tyrant or bring a terrorist 
to justice. Senator Kerry claims that he can 
work with our allies, yet he said those who 
are standing with us are not a part of a gen-
uine coalition. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. He earlier called them ‘‘a 
coalition of the coerced and the bribed,’’ dis-
missed their sacrifices as window dressing. 
You cannot lead by pushing away the allies 
who are already with us or expect any support 
for a cause you’ve called a ‘‘mistake’’ or a 
‘‘grand diversion’’ or ‘‘the wrong war at the 
wrong place at the wrong time.’’ The way 
to lead this coalition is not be disdainful or 
dismissive. The way to lead this coalition to 
victory is to be clear in our thinking, grateful 
for the sacrifices, and resolute in our deter-
mination to defeat the enemy. 

One other point I want to make about the 
debate last night. Senator Kerry last night 
said that America has to pass some sort of 
‘‘global test’’——

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. ——before we can use 

American troops to defend ourselves. He 
wants our national security decisions subject 
to the approval of a foreign government. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Listen, I’ll continue to 

work with our allies and the international 
community, but I will never submit Amer-
ica’s national security to an international test. 
The use of troops to defend America must 
never be subject to a veto by countries like 
France. The President’s job is not to take 
an international poll. The President’s job is 
to defend America. 

I’m grateful you all are here today, because 
I’m here to ask for your vote. That’s what 
I’m doing. Not only am I here to ask for your 
vote; I’m here to ask for your help. Listen, 
I know a lot of people worked hard to put 
this great crowd together, and I thank you 
for working hard to do so. I know there’s 
a lot of people working hard to register peo-
ple to vote, and I want to thank you for doing 
that too. 

And as you register people to vote, make 
sure you don’t overlook discerning Demo-
crats like Zell Miller. And after you get them 
registered to vote, I encourage you to turn 
out that vote. Get them headed to the polls. 
And remind them if they want a safer Amer-
ica, a stronger America, a better America, to 
put me and Dick Cheney back in office. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 
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The President. Listen, I like traveling 
with John McCain a lot. My only regret is 
that Laura is not here instead of him. 
[Laughter] I kissed her goodbye this morning 
in Miami, and she said, tell everybody hello 
in the Lehigh Valley. She was a public school 
librarian, and when I asked her to marry me, 
she said, ‘‘Fine, I’ll marry you, just so long 
as I never have to give a political speech.’’ 
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘You’ve got a deal.’’ 
[Laughter] Fortunately, she didn’t hold me 
to the promise. She’s my best advocate. She’s 
a great First Lady. 

Audience members. Laura! Laura! Laura! 
The President. Listen, I agree with you. 

I’m going to give you some reasons to put 
me back in, but perhaps the most important 
one is so that Laura will be First Lady for 
4 more years. 

I’m proud of my runningmate. I’m running 
with a good man in Dick Cheney. He doesn’t 
have the waviest hair in the race. I didn’t 
pick him for his hair. I picked him because 
of his judgment, his experience. I picked him 
because he can get the job done for the 
American people. 

I’m proud of the—Tom Ridge. He’s done 
a fabulous job. I want to thank you for pre-
paring him for an incredibly important as-
signment that he’s doing. 

I know Arlen Specter is here. I want to—
I urge you to put Arlen back in the United 
States Senate. I want to thank Congressman 
Pat Toomey. He’s a classy guy. He really is. 
I’m honored to call him friend. 

I urge you to put Charlie Dent in the 
United States Congress. I want to thank all 
the candidates who are here. I want to thank 
the local officials who are here. I want to 
thank the Wil Gravatt Band, who is here. I 
want to thank the high school band that is 
here. But most of all, thank you all for com-
ing. It’s great to be with so many people. 

I’m really looking forward to this cam-
paign. I’m going to tell the people what—
where I stand, what I believe, and where I’ll 
lead this Nation for the next 4 years. 

I believe every child can learn and every 
school must teach. I went to Washington to 
challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
I believe we’ve got to raise the bar. I believe 
we must measure early to solve problems be-
fore it’s too late. I know we’ve got to trust 

the local people to make the right decisions 
for your schools. We’re making progress in 
America. We’re closing the achievement gap, 
and we’re not going to turn back to the old 
days. 

I believe we have a moral responsibility 
to honor our seniors with good health care. 
Medicare was not modernizing the way med-
icine was. See, I think the seniors got to have 
the best when it comes to health care. We 
used to pay—we’d pay $100,000 when it 
comes to heart surgery but not one dime for 
prescription drugs to prevent the heart sur-
gery from being needed in the first place. 
That didn’t make any sense for our seniors. 
It didn’t make any sense for the taxpayers. 
We’re modernizing Medicare for seniors to 
get prescription drug coverage in 2006, and 
we’re not going to turn back. 

I believe in the energy, innovation, and the 
entrepreneurial spirit of our workers and 
small-business owners and farmers and 
ranchers. That’s why we unleashed that en-
ergy with the largest tax relief in a genera-
tion. 

When you’re out gathering up the vote, 
remind people what this economy has been 
through. The stock market started going 
down about 5 or 6 months before Dick Che-
ney and I showed up in Washington. Then 
we had a recession. Then we had some cor-
porate scandals. By the way, we passed new 
laws. It’s abundantly clear to people of this 
country we’re not going to tolerate dishon-
esty in the boardrooms of this country. And 
then we got attacked, and that attack hurt 
our economy. 

But this economy is strong, and it’s getting 
stronger, growing at rates as fast as any in 
nearly 20 years. It’s strong because our spirit 
is strong, and it’s strong because of well-
timed tax cuts. 

We’ve added about 1.7 million new jobs 
since last summer. The national unemploy-
ment rate is 5.4 percent. That is lower than 
the average rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s. The unemployment rate here in Penn-
sylvania is 5.6 percent. So long as anybody 
is looking for a job, we’ll continue to expand 
with pro-growth, pro-small-business, pro-en-
trepreneur economic policies. 
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I believe the most solemn duty of the 
American President is to protect the Amer-
ican people. If America shows uncertainty 
and weakness in this decade, the world will 
drift toward tragedy. This is not going to hap-
pen on my watch. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. I am running for President 
with a clear and positive plan to build a safer 
world and a more hopeful America. I’m run-
ning with a compassionate conservative phi-
losophy that Government should help people 
improve their lives, not try to run their lives. 
I believe this Nation wants steady, consistent, 
principled leadership, and that is why, with 
your help, we’ll carry Pennsylvania and win 
a great victory in November. 

The world in which we live is changing, 
and I understand that. Think about the work-
place a couple of decades ago. A person 
would generally have one job, one career, 
one pension plan, one health care plan, and 
that person was usually a male. Today, the 
workforce has changed a lot. People change 
careers. They change jobs. Women are work-
ing inside the house and outside the house. 
It’s a changing world we live in, and yet, the 
fundamental institutions of our Government, 
the fundamental systems, the Tax Code, 
health coverage, pension plans, worker train-
ing, were created for the world of yesterday, 
not tomorrow. In a new term, we’ll transform 
these systems so that all citizens are 
equipped, prepared, and thus truly free to 
make your own choices so you can pursue 
the great dreams of America. 

A hopeful society is one in which this econ-
omy continues to grow. To create more jobs 
in America, America must be the best place 
in the world to do business. If you want jobs 
here, this has got to be the best place in the 
world for people to employ people. That 
means less regulations on our small busi-
nesses. That means legal reform so frivolous 
lawsuits don’t make it hard for expanding the 
job base. 

In order to keep jobs here, Congress needs 
to pass my energy plan that encourages con-
servation, spends money on research so we 
can better use renewable sources of energy, 
promotes clean coal technology, uses tech-
nology to explore for natural gas in environ-

mentally friendly ways. We want jobs here; 
this country must become less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy. 

To keep jobs here, we’ve got to reject eco-
nomic isolationism and open up markets for 
U.S. products. We’ve opened up our mar-
kets, and it’s good for you. The more prod-
ucts you have to choose from, the more likely 
it is you’re going to get what you want at 
a better price or a higher quality. That’s how 
the marketplace works. So I’m saying to 
places like China, ‘‘You treat us the way we 
treat you.’’ See, we can compete with any-
body, anytime, anywhere if the rules are fair. 

Finally, to make sure we got jobs here and 
this economy stays strong, we’ve got to be 
wise about how we spend your money in 
Washington and we’ve got to keep your taxes 
low. Taxes are an issue in this campaign. I’m 
running against a fellow who has promised 
at least $2.2 trillion in new spending——

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. ——so far. [Laughter] 

Just getting into October. [Laughter] Two-
point-two trillion is a lot, even for a Senator 
from Massachusetts. [Laughter] So they said, 
‘‘How are you going to pay for it?’’ He said, 
‘‘That’s easy. We’ll just tax the rich.’’ Yes, 
we’ve heard that before, haven’t we? [Laugh-
ter] You can’t raise enough money by taxing 
the rich to pay for $2.2 trillion of new spend-
ing. There’s a tax gap. Guess who fills the 
tax gap? 

Audience members. [Inaudible] 
The President. Yes. You’ve heard ‘‘tax the 

rich’’ before, but the rich hire lawyers and 
accountants for a reason—to stick you with 
the bill. The good news is, we’re not going 
to let him tax you because we’re going to 
win in November. 

When it comes to taxes, we’ve got to do 
something about the Tax Code. It’s a com-
plicated mess, full of special interest loop-
holes. In a new term, I’ll bring Republicans 
and Democrats together to make this Tax 
Code more fair for you. We’ll make sure our 
workers have the skills they need. We’ll make 
sure these training programs work and make 
sure they’ve got the opportunity to go to 
community colleges to be able to match their 
desire to work with the skills necessary to 
fill the jobs of the 21st century. 
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I’ll tell you what also I understand in a 
changing world, most new jobs are filled by 
people with at least 2 years of college, yet, 
that’s why I’m for—yet, only one in four of 
our students gets there. That’s why I’m for 
early intervention programs in our high 
schools to help our at-risk kids. That’s why 
I’m for emphasizing math and science in the 
classrooms. That’s why, over time, we should 
require a rigorous examination before grad-
uation. By raising performance in our high 
schools and by expanding Pell grants for low- 
and middle-income families, we will help 
more Americans start their career with a col-
lege diploma. 

In a time of change, we’ve got to do some-
thing about the health care system. The costs 
are rising rapidly. They burden our economy, 
and too many people are uninsured. I have 
a commonsense, practical plan to make high 
quality health care more available and more 
affordable. And we have a difference in this 
campaign when it comes to health care. If 
you listen carefully to what my opponent pro-
poses, he wants Government to dictate. He 
wants Government to tell you how to pur-
chase your health care. He wants the Federal 
Government to run health care. I want you 
to decide. I want you to be the decisionmaker 
when it comes to health care. 

More than half of Americans who are cur-
rently uninsured work for small businesses. 
Small businesses are having trouble affording 
health care. We’ve got to change the law to 
allow small businesses to join together so 
they can purchase insurance at the same dis-
counts big businesses get to do. 

We’ll expand tax-free health savings ac-
counts. We’ll give small businesses tax credits 
to pay into health savings accounts for their 
employees. We want more workers to have 
their own health accounts so they can base 
medical decisions on advice from their doc-
tor, not in negotiations with an HMO. It 
makes sense for people to own their own 
health account. If you’re changing jobs or ca-
reers, you want to be able to carry your 
health account with you. You want to be able 
to manage it yourself. 

Listen, I understand we need to take care 
of the poor and the indigent in this country, 
and we will by expanding community health 
centers to every poor county in America. 

But let me tell you what else we need to 
do to make sure health care is available and 
affordable. We need to do something about 
these frivolous lawsuits that are running good 
docs out of business. You cannot be pro-doc-
tor, pro-patient, and pro-trial-lawyer at the 
same time. You have to choose. My opponent 
made his choice, and he put a trial lawyer 
on the ticket. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I made my choice. I’m for 

medical liability reform—now. In all we do 
to make sure we reform health care, I will 
make sure that the medical decisions are 
made by patients and doctors, not by bureau-
crats in Washington, DC. 

We’ll continue to promote an ownership 
society in America—in changing times, pro-
vide stability in somebody’s life if they own 
their own home. Homeownership rates are 
at an alltime high in America. Over the next 
4 years, we’ll continue to expand owner-
ship—homeownership to every corner of 
America. I want more and more people 
opening the door where they live saying, 
‘‘Welcome to my house. Welcome to my 
piece of property.’’

Let me talk about Social Security right 
quick. You remember what happened in the 
campaign in 2000. They said, ‘‘If George W. 
gets elected, they’re going to take away the 
checks of the seniors on Social Security.’’ You 
remember that, don’t you? Yes, it didn’t hap-
pen. So when they try and say it again in 
2004, don’t believe them. You’ll get your 
checks. If you’re a baby boomer like me, 
we’re okay; we’ll get our checks. 

But we need to worry about our children 
or grandchildren when it comes to Social Se-
curity. I believe younger workers ought to 
be able to take some of their own tax money 
and set up a personal savings account to 
make sure Social Security fulfills its promise, 
a personal savings account they call their 
own, a personal savings account that Govern-
ment cannot take away. 

In this world of change, some things do 
not change, the values we try to live by, cour-
age and compassion, reverence and integrity. 
In times of change, we’ll support the institu-
tions that give our lives direction and pur-
pose, our families, our schools, our religious 
congregations. We stand for a culture of life 
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in which every person counts and every being 
matters. We stand for marriage and family, 
which are the foundations of our society. We 
stand for the appointment of Federal judges 
who know the difference between personal 
opinion and the strict interpretation of the 
law. 

This election will also determine how 
America responds to the continuing danger 
of terrorism. Since that terrible morning of 
September the 11th, 2001, we have fought 
the terrorists across the Earth, not for pride, 
not for power, but because the lives of our 
citizens are at stake. Our strategy is clear. 
We’re defending the homeland. We’re trans-
forming our volunteer army. We will keep 
it an All-Volunteer Army. We’re reforming 
and strengthening our intelligence services. 
We’re staying on the offensive. We’ll strike 
the terrorists abroad so we do not have to 
face them here at home. We will work to 
advance liberty in the broader Middle East 
and around the world, and we will prevail. 

Our strategy is succeeding. Think about 
this. Four years ago, Afghanistan was the 
home base of Al Qaida; Pakistan was a transit 
point for terrorist groups; Saudi Arabia was 
fertile ground for terrorist fundraising; Libya 
was secretly pursuing nuclear weapons; Iraq 
was a gathering threat; and Al Qaida was 
largely unchallenged as it planned attacks. 

Because America led, Afghanistan is free 
and is fighting terror; Pakistan is capturing 
terrorist leaders; Saudi Arabia is making raids 
and arrests; Libya is dismantling its weapons 
programs; the army of a free Iraq is fighting 
for freedom; and more than three-quarters 
of Al Qaida’s key members have been 
brought to justice. 

This progress involved careful diplomacy, 
clear moral purpose, and some tough deci-
sions. And the toughest came on Iraq. We 
knew Saddam Hussein’s record of aggres-
sion. We knew his support for terror. Re-
member, Saddam harbored Abu Nidal, the 
leader of a terrorist organization that carried 
out attacks in Europe and Asia. We knew 
he harbored Abu Abbas, who took refuge in 
Baghdad after he killed an American, Leon 
Klinghoffer, because he was Jewish. We 
knew Zarqawi was in and out of Baghdad. 
We knew Saddam Hussein’s long history of 

pursuing and even using weapons of mass 
destruction. He was a threat. 

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. And we understand that 

after September the 11th, we must take 
threats seriously before they fully materialize. 
That’s a lesson we must never forget. I’ll 
never forget it. I went to the Congress. Mem-
bers of both political parties, including my 
opponent, looked at the same intelligence I 
looked at and came to the same conclusion 
as my administration came to, that Saddam 
Hussein was a threat. They authorized the 
use of force. 

Before the Commander in Chief ever 
commits troops into harm’s way, we must try 
everything possible to deal with threats—ev-
erything possible. So I went to the United 
Nations in the hopes that diplomacy would 
work. I hoped that Saddam Hussein would 
listen to the demands of the free world. The 
United Nations debated the issue. They 
voted 15 to nothing to say to Saddam Hus-
sein, ‘‘Disclose, disarm, or face serious con-
sequences.’’ I believe when an international 
body speaks, it must mean what it says in 
order to keep this world peaceful. When you 
say something, you better mean it. 

But Saddam Hussein didn’t believe the 
United Nations. After all, he’d ignored 16 
other resolutions. Last night, my opponent 
said something about, ‘‘Well, maybe another 
resolution would have helped.’’ I just don’t 
think it’s realistic. As a matter of fact, the 
U.N. sent inspectors into Iraq, and as David 
Kay’s report showed, Saddam Hussein was 
systematically deceiving the inspectors. 
Somehow thinking inspectors would have 
caused Saddam Hussein to change is not very 
clear thinking. 

And so at this point in time, I realized di-
plomacy wasn’t working. And so I had a 
choice to make: Do I take the word of a mad-
man and forget the lessons of September the 
11th, or take action to defend this country? 
Given that choice, I will defend America 
every time. 

We didn’t find the stockpiles everybody 
thought was there. But knowing what I know 
today, I would have taken the same action. 
And the reason why is because Saddam Hus-
sein had the capability of making weapons 
of mass destruction. And had the world 
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turned its head, he would have made those 
weapons. Had we hoped that a resolution 
would have worked, he would have been able 
to realize his dreams. He could have passed 
that capability or those weapons on to terror-
ists that hate us. After September the 11th, 
that was a chance we could not afford to take. 
The world is better off with Saddam Hussein 
sitting in a prison cell. 

By protecting ourselves, 50 million people 
now live in freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
And that’s in our national interest. Just think 
about what’s happened in Afghanistan. It 
used to be run by this barbaric group called 
the Taliban. Many young girls were not al-
lowed even to go to school. Their mothers 
were taken in the public square and whipped 
because they refused to toe the line of their 
dark ideology of hatred. Because we acted, 
10 million citizens, 41 percent of whom are 
women, have registered to vote in the up-
coming Presidential election. In 3 short 
years, those people have gone from darkness 
to light because of liberty. And now Afghani-
stan is an ally in the war on terror, and they 
serve as a bright example for others who 
wonder whether or not they can live in a free 
society. 

In Iraq, it’s hard work. You know it’s hard 
work, and so do I. But Iraq now has a strong 
Prime Minister, a National Council, and na-
tional elections are scheduled for January. 
We’ll succeed in Iraq if we don’t send the 
wrong messages. We’ll succeed in Iraq be-
cause we’ve got a plan. And here’s the plan. 
We’ll train Iraqis so they can do the hard 
work in defending themselves; 100,000 
troops are trained today, 125,000 by the end 
of the year. We’ll continue to work with 
them, to give them the equipment, the train-
ing they need to defend themselves against 
the attacks of these terrorists. We’ll help 
them to get the stability, help them on the 
road to democracy. And then our troops will 
come home with the honor they have earned. 

We’ve got a great United States military, 
and I want to thank the veterans who are 
here today for having set such a great exam-
ple for those who wear the uniform. 

I believe in the transformational power of 
liberty. I’ve talked to Prime Minister 
Koizumi quite a bit since I’ve been your 
President. He’s the Prime Minister of Japan. 

I like to tell this story because I want people 
to understand exactly what I mean by the 
transformational power of liberty. It’s gen-
erally a little longer word than I use—[laugh-
ter]—transformational. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Koizumi is the head of a 
country that was our sworn enemy some 60 
years ago. Think about that. My dad fought 
against the Japanese. John’s dad, grandfather, 
many of your dads and grandfathers did the 
same thing. Japan was the sworn enemy of 
America. Harry Truman, after World War II, 
believed that liberty could transform an 
enemy into an ally. So after we won that war, 
despite skepticism of some, he worked to 
help Japan become a democracy. And as a 
result of the belief that liberty can change 
societies, today, I sit down at the table, talk-
ing about the peace we all long for, with the 
head of Japan. Someday, when we succeed 
in Iraq, an American President will be sitting 
down with a duly elected leader of Iraq talk-
ing about the peace, and the world our chil-
dren and grandchildren will grow up in will 
be better for it. 

I believe people long to live in a free soci-
ety. I believe women in the greater Middle 
East long to live in freedom. I believe that 
if given the chance, the people of that trou-
bled part of the world will embrace the most 
honorable form of Government ever devised 
by man. I believe all these things because 
freedom is not America’s gift to the world; 
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to each 
man and woman in this world. 

This young century will be liberty’s cen-
tury. By promoting freedom at home and 
abroad, we will build a safer world and a 
more hopeful America. By reforming our sys-
tems of Government, we’ll help more Ameri-
cans realize their dreams. We’ll spread own-
ership and opportunity to every corner of this 
country. We’ll pass the enduring values of 
our country to a new generation. We will 
continue to make the world more peaceful 
and more free. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of our Nation when little 
is expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of 
those times. This is a time when we need 
firm resolve, clear vision, and a deep faith 
in the values that makes this a great nation. 
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None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It’s a day that I’ll never 
forget. There were workers in hardhats 
yelling at me at the top of their lungs, ‘‘What-
ever it takes.’’ I remember trying to console 
people as best I could, and a guy grabbed 
me by the arm, and he said, ‘‘Do not let me 
down.’’ Every day since that day, I wake up 
trying to figure out how better to protect our 
country. I will never relent in defending 
America, whatever it takes. 

Four years ago, as I traveled your great 
State asking for the vote, I made a pledge 
that if you gave me a chance to serve, I would 
uphold the dignity and the honor of the office 
to which I had been elected. With your help, 
with your hard work, I will do so for 4 more 
years. 

Thanks for coming. God bless. I appreciate 
you all. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. at Le-
high Parkway. In his remarks, he referred to Sen-
ator Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the keynote 
address at the Republican National Convention; 
Charles W. Dent, candidate for Congress in Penn-
sylvania’s 15th Congressional District; senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; David 
Kay, former CIA Special Advisor for Strategy Re-
garding Iraqi Weapons of Mass Destruction Pro-
grams; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi 
Interim Government; and Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 25
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the evening, the President participated 
in a debate preparation session. 

September 26
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Under Secretary of 
Homeland Security for Emergency Pre-
paredness and Response Mike Brown to dis-
cuss recovery efforts in Florida in response 
to Hurricane Jeanne. He also had a tele-
phone conversation with Gov. Jeb Bush of 
Florida to discuss recovery efforts. 

Also during the day, the President partici-
pated in a debate preparation session. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Hurricane Jeanne beginning 
on September 24 and continuing. 

September 27
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and a briefing on Tropical 
Storm Jeanne. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Springfield, OH. Upon his arrival in 
the afternoon, he began a bus tour. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Xenia, OH, and then to West Chester, 
OH, where he concluded his bus tour. Later, 
he traveled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, arriving in the evening. 

September 28
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
During the day, the President participated 

in a debate preparation session. 

September 29
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
Later in the morning, the President trav-

eled to Lake Wales, FL, arriving in the after-
noon. In Lake Wales, he and Gov. Jeb Bush 
of Florida toured an orange grove damaged 
by the recent hurricanes. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Miami, FL. 

September 30
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then traveled to Stuart, 
FL. Later, he returned to Miami, FL. 
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In the evening, the President traveled to 
Coral Gables, FL. Later, he returned to 
Miami, FL. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, flooding, and 
tornadoes on August 27–30. 

October 1
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Allen-
town, PA, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Cheryl 
Hornung. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Manchester, NH, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Paul Freeman. At the McIntyre Ski Area in 
Manchester, he participated in a Victory 
2004 rally. 

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ronald Rosenfeld to be a Director 
on the Board of Directors of the Federal 
Housing Finance Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael Butler to be a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Morris K. 
Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National 
Environmental Policy Foundation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Robin Cook, Charles L. Glazer, and 
Peter S. Watson to be members of the Board 
of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint David Wayne Anderson, Cynthia R. 
Church, and Soyna E. Medina as members 
of the Board of Trustees of the American 
Folklife Center. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Commission on the Abraham Lincoln 
Study Abroad Fellowship Program: John K. 
Andrews, Jr.; Jim Edgar; Lynette Boggs 
McDonald; and Lyn Bracewell Phillips. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Scott Wallace (Chairman), C. Martin 
Harris, and William W. Stead as members 
of the Commission on Systemic Interoper-
ability.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released September 26

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Florida 

Released September 27

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: Responding to Hurricanes Ivan 
and Jeanne 

Released September 28

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released September 29

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released September 30

Statement by the Press Secretary on the sign-
ing of the Joint Verification Mechanism and 
the Memorandum of Intent on Regional Se-
curity in the Great Lakes of Africa 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation’s designa-
tion of seven countries eligible for the 2004 
Threshold Program 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Kansas 
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Released October 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that on September 30 the President signed 
H.J. Res. 107, H.R. 5149, and H.R. 5183

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved September 30

H.R. 5149 / Public Law 108–308
Welform Reform Extension Act, Part VIII 

H.J. Res. 107 / Public Law 108–309
Making continuing appropriations for the fis-
cal year 2005, and for other purposes 

H.R. 5183 / Public Law 108–310
Surface Transportation Extension Act of 
2004, Part V 
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