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God has blessed America in many ways.
God has blessed us because we have neigh-
bors like you. And today I ask that God con-
tinues to bless the people of Canada.

Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at noon at Pier 21.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Paul
Martin of Canada and his wife, Sheila; Premier
John Frederick Hamm of Nova Scotia, Canada;
Premier Bernard Lord of New Brunswick, Can-
ada; Premier George Binns of Prince Edward Is-
land, Canada; and Premier Danny Williams of
Newfoundland, Canada.

Proclamation 7850—World AIDS
Day, 2004

December 1, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

HIV/AIDS is the greatest health crisis of
our time. Its defeat requires the cooperation
of the entire global community. On World
AIDS Day, people around the world unite
to demonstrate our commitment to fighting
HIV/AIDS and to offer prayers and support
for those living with HIV/AIDS and for their
families and caregivers.

America and many nations have great op-
portunities to improve health, expand pros-
perity, and extend freedom in our time. My
Administration has made turning the tide
against HIV/AIDS a priority. In my 2003
State of the Union Address, I was proud to
announce the Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief. This plan commits $15 billion over 5
years to fight the HIV/AIDS pandemic in
over 100 countries throughout the world, fo-
cusing on 15 of the hardest-hit countries in
Africa, the Caribbean, and Asia. These funds
are already at work and will help prevent 7
million new infections, treat 2 million in-
fected individuals, and care for 10 million in-
dividuals, including orphans and vulnerable
children infected or affected by this disease.

This year, we also recognize the challenges
HIV/AIDS poses to women. Through the
Emergency Plan, the United States supports
drug therapy and counseling to prevent
mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS.
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In addition, we are working to prevent girls
from becoming infected through sexual coer-
cion or exploitation and to increase support
and services to help reduce the burden on
women who are called upon to care for a
sick loved one.

In order to defeat this pandemic, we also
must discover new treatments and cures.
America joined with other countries at the
G-8 Summit in June to announce the Global
HIV Vaccine Enterprise, a major commit-
ment from the world’s leading scientists to
find ways to combat this devastating disease.
My Administration also supports efforts to
encourage testing because in the United
States alone, one-quarter of those infected
with HIV each year do not know that they
are infected. And, because abstinence is the
only sure way to avoid sexually transmitted
diseases, my Administration has more than
tripled funding for abstinence-only programs
since taking office.

Our country and other nations around the
world are working to bring new hope to those
suffering with HIV/AIDS and contribute to
a healthier future for people around the
world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
2004, as World AIDS Day. I urge the Gov-
ernors of the States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other terri-
tories subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States, and the American people to
join me in remembering those who have lost
their lives to this disease and to comfort and
support those living with and affected by
HIV/AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of December, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 3, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 6.
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Olusegun Obasanjo of
Nigeria and an Exchange With
Reporters

December 2, 2004

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome
back. It is great to see you. I'm looking for-
ward to working with you over the next years
to strengthen our relationship, to work on
a prosperous continent of Africa, to work
with you on implementing our strategy to
help defeat the pandemic of HIV/AIDS. I
look forward to our discussion today.

I particularly want to thank the President
for his contributions to the peacekeeping
forces of the African Union. We have worked
together on issues such as Liberia, Sudan,
and other important parts of the continent
of Africa. I look forward to a fruitful relation-
ship, and I'm glad you're here. I want to wel-
come you, and thank you for coming, sir.

President Obasanjo. Thank you very
much, sir. Mr. President, let me start by con-
gratulating you once again. And let me ex-
press our appreciation for receiving me and
my delegation so very early in your prepara-
tion for the second term. Of course, you are
receiving me not only in my capacity as Presi-
dent of Nigeria but also in my capacity as
the Chairman of AU, continuing that organi-
zation.

I'm looking forward to this meeting to con-
solidate what we have been able to do to-
gether, like you have rightly said, in the area
of peace and security and conflict resolution
in Africa, in the area of trade and resource
flow for Africa, and in the area of fight
against terrorism by making the world, par-
ticularly Africa, a more peaceful and a more
conducive continent to live in, and of course
in the area of security, stability, and avail-
ability of some of the essential resources for
the development of the world, but the—[in-
audible]—in the Gulf region of our con-
tinent. I'm looking forward to being able to
work with you.

President Bush. It's good to see you
again, sir.

Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press], a
couple of questions.
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Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Do you
think questions of fraud in the U.N.’s Oil for
Food Programme have hurt Kofi Annan, and
do you think he should resign, as Senator
Coleman has urged?

President Bush. Yesterday I spoke about
the United Nations. I said the United States
participates in multilateral organizations, and
we expect those organizations to be effective.
You know, when an organization says there’s
going to be serious consequences if some-
thing doesn’t happen, it better mean what
it says.

And on this issue, it’s very important for
the United Nations to understand that there
ought to be a full and fair and open account-
ing of the Oil for Food Programme. In order
for the taxpayers of the United States to feel
comfortable about supporting the United
Nations, there has to be an open accounting,
and I look forward to that process going for-
ward.

Q. Should he resign, sir?

President Bush. 1 look forward to the full
disclosure of the facts, a good, honest ap-
praisal of that which went on. And it’s impor-
tant for the integrity of the organization to
have a full and open disclosure of all that
took place with the Oil for Food Programme.

Yes, Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Ukraine

Q. Sir, should there be a new election in
Ukraine, and should it be free of Russian in-
fluence?

President Bush. Well, 1 think any elec-
tion, if there is one, ought to be free from
any foreign influence. These elections ought
to be open and fair. I appreciate the progress
that is being made. I particularly want to
again thank my friend the President of Po-
land, the President of Lithuania, and the EU
for its involvement in helping to resolve the
Ukrainian election crisis.

The position of our Government is that the
will of the people must be known and heard.
And therefore, I will—we will continue to
monitor and be involved in a process that
encourages there to be a peaceful resolution
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