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and the desire to self-govern. And these elec-
tions will be a very important moment in the
advance of democracy.

The American people must understand
that democracy just doesn’t happen over-
night. It is a process. It is an evolution. After
all, look at our own history. We had great
principles enunciated in our Declarations of
Independence and our Constitution, yet we
had slavery for a hundred years. It takes a
while for democracy to take hold. And this
is a major first step in a society which enables
people to express their beliefs and their opin-
ions.

I also believe that success in Iraq will
breed success elsewhere. I believe it is very
possible for there to be a Palestinian state
with the institutions of democracy in place
that will allow for leadership to emerge that
listens to the demands of the Palestinian peo-
ple. And when such a state takes place, it
will make peace much more possible with
the Israelis. And so in a second term, not
only will I work with our Iraqi friends to help
them achieve democracy that the President
has just said is the overwhelming desire of
most people, but I'll also spend time and ef-
forts to help the Palestinian people grow
their own state and own democracy so we
can achieve peace.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Intelligence Reform Legislation

Q. Senator Warner has raised some con-
cerns about the chain of command issue in
the intelligence reform bill. Is this bill going
to have to wait until next year?

President Bush. 1 certainly hope the bill
gets to my desk soon. I believe we have ad-
dressed the concerns of, by far, the majority
of Members of both the House and the Sen-
ate. As we speak, we're working with the key
Members to address concerns. I call upon
the Congress to pass the intelligence bill. It
is a good piece of legislation. It is a necessary
piece of legislation. It’s a piece of legislation
that is important for the security of our coun-
try.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Ambassador to Iraq John D.
Negroponte.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
King Abdullah II of Jordan
December 6, 2004

President Bush. Your Majesty, welcome
back to the Oval Office. It is my honor to
receive you here again. And every time you
come, I enjoy our conversations, and I'm im-
pressed by the progress that your good coun-
try is making.

Today we had a chance to talk about the
Jordanian economy and the growth of the
economy. And the amount of trade between
our countries is growing, which is to the ben-
efit of the Jordanian people as well as to the
American people. And I appreciate your
leadership.

We also talked about, of course, Iraq. I
expressed my strong belief that the Iraqi
elections must go forward on time. And I
appreciate His Majesty listening to my be-
liefs. And T assured His Majesty that the
United States and my Government will be
involved with Middle Eastern peace and that
I believe that two states living side by side
in peace, a Palestinian state and an Israeli
state, is necessary for there to be peace and
that we have a moment, a window of oppor-
tunity, and I intend to work very closely with
His Majesty to seize that moment for the
good of the Palestinian people and for the
good of the Israelis, so that we can achieve
peace that I know is on your mind.

So welcome, sir. I'm really glad to have
you back.

King Abdullah. Thank you. Thank you,
Mr. President. We're delighted to be back
here and to thank you, Mr. President, for,
really, the outstanding support that you are
giving our part of the world, and the Presi-
dent’s dedication to bring hope and peace,
hopefully, to Israelis and Palestinians. I know
that you have been committed in the past
4 years in identifying a future for the Israelis
and the Palestinians and the Israelis and the
Arabs. And again, the President today
brought home to me how important that is.
And I'm very delighted with that strong stand
that you've always taken for a better Middle
East.

As you mentioned, sir, we talked about the
future of Iraq, and we work very closely to-
gether to bring a transition in Iraq as quickly
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as possible and a future for the Iraqi people.
And T tremendously appreciate the effort
that you've given all of us and your vision
for a better world for all of us in our part
of the world.

Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Wel-
come. Appreciate you. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 7852—National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2004

December 6, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On a quiet Sunday morning, December 7,
1941, more than 2,400 Americans were killed
in the attack on Pearl Harbor. On that day,
life changed in America, and the course of
history was altered forever.

Our citizens reacted to the attack with firm
determination to defeat tyranny and secure
our Nation. This enterprise required the
commitment and effort of our entire country.
At the height of the conflict, the United
States had ships on every ocean and troops
on five continents. In all, more than 16 mil-
lion Americans wore the uniform of our Na-
tion. They came from all walks of life. They
served honorably and fought fiercely. At
home, millions more contributed to the war
effort, laboring for victory in our factories,
on farms, and across America.

Today, we honor those who fought and
died at Pearl Harbor, and we pay special trib-
ute to the veterans of World War II. These
heroes hold a cherished place in our history.
Through their courage, sacrifice, and selfless
dedication, they saved our country and pre-
served freedom. As we fight the war on ter-
ror, their patriotism continues to inspire a
new generation of Americans who have been
called to defend the blessings of liberty. Like
those who have gone before them through-
out our history, our troops fighting the war
on terror are defending America from danger
and liberating the oppressed.

Dec. 6 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

The Congress, by Public Law 103-308, as
amended, has designated December 7 of
each year as “National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2004, as
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-
emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, in-
terested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those
who died as a result of their service at Pearl
Harbor.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of December, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:21 a.m., December 8, 2004 ]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 9.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Proposed “Intelligence Reform
and Terrorism Prevention Act of
2004

December 6, 2004

Dear Leaders and Conferees:

My most solemn duty is protecting the
American people, and reforming and
strengthening our Nation’s intelligence capa-
bilities will help ensure the safety of our
country. I call on Congress to pass an intel-
ligence reform bill this week. An overarching
principle for these needed reforms has been
to create a strong Director of National Intel-
ligence with full budget authority while pre-
serving the chain of command within depart-
ments and agencies. We are very close to a
significant achievement that will better pro-
tect our country for generations to come, and
now is the time to finish the job for the good
of our national security. Therefore, I want
to reiterate my views on some issues of con-
cern to Members.
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