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Week Ending Friday, December 31, 2004

The President’s Radio Address
December 25, 2004

Good morning. On this Christmas Day, as
families across the Nation gather in our
homes to celebrate, Laura and I extend to
all Americans our best wishes for the holi-
days. We hope this Christmas is a time of
joy and peace for each of you, and we hope
it offers you a chance for rest and reflection
as you look forward to the new year ahead.

The Christmas season fills our hearts with
gratitude for the many blessings in our lives,
and with those blessings comes a responsi-
bility to reach out to others. Many of our
fellow Americans still suffer from the effects
of illness or poverty. Others fight cruel addic-
tions or cope with division in their families
or grieve the loss of a loved one.

Christmastime reminds each of us that we
have a duty to our fellow citizens, that we
are called to love our neighbor just as we
would like to be loved ourselves. By volun-
teering our time and talents where they are
needed most, we help heal the sick, comfort
those who suffer, and bring hope to those
who despair, one heart and one soul at a
time.

During the holidays, we also keep in our
thoughts and prayers the men and women
of our Armed Forces, especially those far
from home, separated from family and
friends by the call of duty. In Afghanistan,
Iraq, and elsewhere, these skilled and coura-
geous Americans are fighting the enemies of
freedom and protecting our country from
danger. By bringing liberty to the oppressed,
our troops are helping to win the war on ter-
ror, and they are defending the freedom and
security of us all. They and their families are
making many sacrifices for our Nation, and
for that, all Americans are deeply grateful.

The times we live in have brought many
challenges to our country. And in such times,
the story of Christmas brings special comfort
and confidence. For 2,000 years, Christmas

has proclaimed a message of hope, the pa-
tient hope of men and women across cen-
turies who listened to the words of prophets
and lived in joyful expectation, the hope of
Mary who welcomed God’s plan with great
faith, and the hope of Wise Men who set
out on a long journey, guided only by a prom-
ise traced in the stars.

Christmas reminds us that the grandest
purposes of God can be found in the hum-
blest places, and it gives us hope that all the
love and gifts that come to us in this life are
the signs and symbols of an even greater love
and gift that came on a holy night.

Thank you for listening, and Merry Christ-
mas.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
December 23 at Camp David, MD, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on December 25. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 23 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks on the Earthquake and
Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean and an
Exchange With Reporters in
Crawford, Texas

December 29, 2004

The President. Good morning. Laura and
I and the American people are shocked and
we are saddened by the terrible loss of life
from the recent earthquake and the tsunamis
in the Indian Ocean. Our prayers go out to
the people who have lost so much to this
series of disasters. Our hearts are also with
the Americans who have lost loved ones in
this tragedy. Our embassies are working with
host governments to locate American citizens
who are still missing and to assist those who
have been injured or displaced.

This morning I spoke with the leaders of
India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Indonesia. I

3017



3018

expressed my condolences and our country’s
condolences. I told them of our support. I
praised their steadfast leadership during
these difficult time. We're grateful to the
American and international organizations
that are working courageously to save lives
and to provide assistance, and I assured those
leaders this is only the beginning of our help.

We are committed to helping the affected
countries in the difficult weeks and months
that lie ahead. We pledged an initial $35 mil-
lion in relief assistance. We have deployed
disaster experts to the region. All leaders ex-
pressed their appreciation for the hard work
of our Ambassadors and their embassy staffs
to help the countries in need. As well we're
dispatching a Marine expeditionary unit, the
aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, and the
maritime preposition squadron from Guam
to the area to help with relief efforts.

Secretary Powell is working hard. He has
spoken with his counterparts in Japan, India,
Australia, as well as other nations who are
helping with the response in order to begin
building an international coalition for imme-
diate humanitarian relief and long-term re-
covery and reconstruction efforts. Based on
these discussions, we’ve established a re-
gional core group with India, Japan, and Aus-
tralia to help coordinate relief efforts. I'm
confident more nations will join this core
group in short order. Under Secretary of
State Marc Grossman will lead a U.S. task
force to work with these partners to help co-
ordinate interagency response in our own
Government and to encourage other nations
to participate in the relief efforts.

These past few days have brought loss and
grief to the world that is beyond our com-
prehension. The United States will continue
to stand with the affected governments as
they care for the victims. We will stand with
them as they start to rebuild their commu-
nities. And together the world will cope with
their loss; we will prevail over this destruc-
tion.

Let me answer some questions. Deb [Deb
Riechmann, Associated Press].

Iraqi Elections

Q. Mr. President, more than 50 people
died yesterday alone in the Sunni Triangle
area. And with the Sunnis backing out of the
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election, how concerned are you that the
world and the Iragis will view this election
as credible?

The President. Well, you said “with the
Sunnis backing out”; you mean a Sunni party
has backed out, yes. I talked to President
Yawr yesterday, who happens to be a Sunni,
who on the one hand expressed concern
about the security situation in Mosul and on
the other hand reminded me that most peo-
ple in Iraq, Sunni or Shi'a, want to vote. And
so the task at hand is to provide as much
security as possible for the election officials
as well as for the people inside cities like
Mosul, to encourage them to express their
will.

Now, Usama bin Laden issued a state-
ment, as you know, which made the stakes
of this pretty clear to me. His vision of the
world is where people don’t participate in
democracy. His vision of the world is where
people kill innocent lives in order to affect
their behavior and affect their way of living.
His vision of the world is one in which there
is no freedom of expression, freedom of reli-
gion, and/or freedom of conscience. And that
vision stands in stark contrast to the vision
of, by far, the vast majority of Iragis and lead-
ers like Prime Minister Allawi and President
Yawr, whose vision includes the freedom of
expression, the freedom of the right to vote.

And so the stakes are clear in this upcom-
ing election. It’s the difference between the
ability for individuals to express themselves
and the willingness of an individual to try
and impose his dark vision on the world, on
the people of Iraq and elsewhere. And it’s
very important that these elections proceed.

We just got off a conference call with
our acting—not  “acting”—Ambassador
Negroponte is not in Baghdad, but Ambas-
sador Jeffrey, his number two man, as well
as General Casey, talking about how best to
provide the security necessary for people to
feel comfortable in voting.

Yes, ma’am.

United Nations/International Disaster
Assistance

Q. Mr. President, were you offended by
the suggestion that rich nations have been
stingy in the aid over the tsunami? And is
this a sign of another rift with the U.N.?
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The President. Well, I felt like the person
who made that statement was very misguided
and ill-informed. The—take, for example, in
the year 2004, our Government provided
$2.4 billion in food, in cash, in humanitarian
relief to cover the disasters for last year.
That’s $2.4 billion. That's 40 percent of all
the relief aid given in the world last year,
was provided by the United States Govern-
ment. No, were a very generous, kind-
hearted nation.

You know, the—what you're beginning to
see is a typical response from America. First
of all, we provide immediate cash relief, to
the tune of about $35 million. * And then
there will be an assessment of the damage,
so that the relief is—the next tranche of relief
will be spent wisely. That's what's happening
now. I just got off the phone with the Presi-
dent of Sri Lanka. She asked for help to as-
sess the damage. In other words, not only
did they want immediate help, but they want-
ed help to assess damage so that we can bet-
ter direct resources. And so our Government
is fully prepared to continue to provide assist-
ance and help.

It takes money, by the way, to move a ex-
peditionary force into the region. In other
words, we're diverting assets, which is part
of our overall aid package. We'll continue to
provide assets. Plus, the American people
will be very generous, themselves. I mean,
the 2.4 billion was public money—of course,
provided by the taxpayers—but there’s also
a lot of individual giving in America. In this
case, I think it’s very important for Americans
who want to give to provide cash to organiza-
tions that will be able to focus resources and
assets to meet specific needs. In other words,
a lot of times Americans, in their desire to
help, will send blankets or clothes. That may
be necessary, but to me it makes more sense
to send cash to organizations that could then
use that cash to make sure we match re-
sources with specific needs on the ground.
There are many NGOs now involved that un-
derstand what is specifically needed to meet
the needs of these countries.

This has been a terrible disaster. I mean,
it’s just beyond our comprehension to think
about how many lives have been lost. I know

* White House correction.
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that our fellow citizens are particularly trou-
bled to learn that many of the deaths were
young children, and we grieve for their fami-
lies, their moms and dads who are just, you
know, heartsick during this—during these
times.

Yes, Holly [Holly Rosenkrantz, Bloomberg
News].

Debt Moratorium for Somalia and
Indonesia

Q. Sir, Schroeder this morning said that
the Paris Club nations should put a morato-
rium on the debt of Somalia and Indonesia.
Is that something that people think the U.S.
and other Paris Club nations should do, put
a moratorium on these countries” debt?

The President. Well, we’ll look at all re-
quests. Right now we’re assessing the short-
term needs. We are—there are two issues
that are involved, obviously, in these disas-
ters: One, what can we do immediately to
help; and then, what needs to happen in the
long term to help these countries rebuild?
And we're still at the stage of immediate
help. But slowly but surely, the size of the
problem will become known, particularly
when it comes to rebuilding infrastructure
and community, to help these affected parts
of the world get back up on their feet.

Tsunami Early Warning Systems

Q. Mr. President, are you confident that
the U.S. west coast residents, Hawaiian resi-
dents, Alaska residents, are well enough pro-
tected with early warning systems for pos-
sible tsunamis affecting this country in coast-
al waters?

The President. No, I appreciate that
question. It's a—TI think that part of the long-
term strategy in how to deal with natural dis-
aster is to make sure we have—“we,” the
world, has a proper tsunami warning system.
As a matter of fact, the President of Sri Lanka
also mentioned that to me. She said that one
of the things that she and the Prime Minister
of India have discussed—I'm not sure if they
discussed it, but they're both thinking the
same way, let me put it to you that way—
is the development of a proper warning sys-
tem. And I think it’s going to be very—I can’t
answer your question specifically, do we have
enough of a warning system for the west
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coast. I am going to—I am now asking that
to our agencies in Government, to let us
know. I mean, that’s a very legitimate ques-
tion. Clearly, there wasn’t a proper warning
system in place for that part of the world,
and it seems like to me it makes sense for
the world to come together to develop a
warning system that will help all nations.

Q. And seeing that as we have, does it con-
cern you that we may not have that mecha-
nism in place? Or is this something we can
use through our civil defense air raid siren
system?

The President. Yes, I just have to look
into it. That’s a very legitimate question. I
am on the—I presume that we are in pretty
good shape. I think our location in the world
is such that we may be less vulnerable than
other parts, but I am not a geologist, as you
know. But I think it’s a very legitimate ques-
tion.

I've so far focused on the international ap-
proach towards tsunami warning systems,
and it seems like to me it’s a—it makes sense
for governments to come together and figure
out how best to provide a warning system
that will help all nations be prepared for such
a disaster. Obviously, such a warning system
was not in place.

Yes, Richard [Richard Benedetto, USA
Today].

Armored Humvees for U.S. Troops

Q. Mr. President, there continues to be
criticism of the speed with which American
troops are being armed in Iraq. Are you satis-
fied with the way the

The President. In which the Iraqi troops
are being armed?

Q. No, the U.S. troops.

The President. Oh, 1 beg your pardon.

Q. Are you satisfied with the pace with
which the U.S. troops are being armed in
Iraq?

The President. Are you talking about the
armored vehicle issue, for example?

Q. That and others.
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The President. Well, I have looked at the
statistics on that, and we have stepped up
the production of armored Humvees signifi-
cantly. And the other issue is the rearmament
of existing—of vehicles that are now in the-
ater, vehicles that require a different arma-
ment structure than that which they initially
were manufactured with. And I am told that
those vehicles will be armed up by mid-sum-
mer of 2005. And what I know is, is that the
Defense Department is working expedi-
tiously with private contractors and with our
military to get these vehicles armed up.

Well, listen, thank you all for coming by.
I'm sorry to disrupt your day, but I felt like
it was important to talk about what is going
to be one of the major natural disasters in
world history. And it’s important for the
world to know that our Government is fo-
cused and will continue to respond to help
those who suffer.

Thank you.

New Year’s Eve

Q. Any plans for New Year’s Eve?

The President. Early to bed.

Q. New Year’s resolutions?

The President. I'll let you know. Already
gave you a hint on one, which is my waistline.
I'm trying to set an example.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:38 am. at the
Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Ghazi al-Ujayl al-Yawr and Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government;
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
network; U.S. Ambassador to Iraq John D.
Negroponte; Deputy Chief of Mission James
Franklin Jeffrey, U.S. Embassy Baghdad, Iraq;
Gen. George W. Casey, USA, commanding gen-
eral, Multi-National Force—Iraq; President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga of Sri
Lanka; and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of
India. A reporter referred to Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany. A portion of these re-
marks could not be verified because the tape was
incomplete.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 24

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

During the day, the President had tele-
phone conversations with members of the
U.S. Armed Forces. He also had a telephone
conversation with King Juan Carlos I of Spain
to exchange best wishes and holiday greet-
ings.

December 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

December 26

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX.

December 27

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and a briefing on the De-
cember 26 earthquake and tsunamis in the
Indian Ocean. He also had a telephone con-
versation with Secretary of State Colin L.
Powell to discuss the earthquake and
tsunamis in the Indian Ocean and the elec-
tions in Ukraine.

The White House announced that the
President sent letters of condolence to the
leaders of Bangladesh, Thailand, Sri Lanka,
Indonesia, India, Maldives, and Malaysia,
which were affected by the December 26
earthquake and tsunamis in the Indian
Ocean.

December 28

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and a briefing on the earth-
quake and tsunamis in the Indian Ocean.

December 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.
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December 30

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NotE: The Congress having adjourned sine die
on Wednesday, December 8, 2004, no nomina-
tions were submitted to the Senate during the pe-
riod covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 24

Announcement: List of President Bush’s
Christmas Eve Telephone Calls to Members
of the Armed Forces

Released December 26

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Earthquake and Tidal Waves in the Bay of
Bengal

Released December 27

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Trent Duffy

Released December 28

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Trent Duffy

Released December 30

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Trent Duffy
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved December 21 *

H.R. 480 / Public Law 108—-459

To redesignate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 747 Broad-
way in Albany, New York, as the “United
States Postal Service Henry Johnson Annex”

H.R. 2119 / Public Law 108—460

To provide for the conveyance of Federal
lands, improvements, equipment, and re-
source materials at the Oxford Research Sta-
tion in Granville County, North Carolina, to
the State of North Carolina

H.R. 2523 / Public Law 108—-461

To designate the United States courthouse
located at 125 Bull Street in Savannah, Geor-
gia, as the “Tomochichi United States Court-
house”

H.R. 3124 / Public Law 108-462

To designate the facility of the United States
Geological Survey and the United States Bu-
reau of Reclamation located at 230 Collins
Road, Boise, Idaho, as the “F.H. Newell
Building”

H.R. 3147 / Public Law 108-463

To designate the Federal building located at
324 Twenty-Fifth Street in Ogden, Utah, as
the “James V. Hansen Federal Building”

H.R. 3204 / Public Law 108-464
Benjamin Franklin Commemorative Coin
Act

H.R. 3242 / Public Law 108-465
Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004

H.R. 3734 / Public Law 108-466

To designate the Federal building located at
Fifth and Richardson Avenues in Roswell,
New Mexico, as the “Joe Skeen Federal
Building”

H.R. 3884 / Public Law 108-467

To designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse located at 615 East
Houston Street in San Antonio, Texas, as the

* These Public Laws were not received in time
for inclusion in the appropriate issue.
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“Hipolito F. Garcia Federal Building and
United States Courthouse”

H.R. 4232 / Public Law 108-468
To redesignate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 4025 Feather
Lakes Way in Kingwood, Texas, as the “Con-
gressman Jack Fields Post Office”

H.R. 4324 / Public Law 108-469
Thrift Savings Plan Open Elections Act of
2004

H.R. 4620 / Public Law 108—-470

To confirm the authority of the Secretary of
Agriculture to collect approved State com-
modity assessments on behalf of the State
from the proceeds of marketing assistance
loans

H.R. 4807 / Public Law 108-471

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 140 Sacramento
Street in Rio Vista, California, as the “Adam
G. Kinser Post Office Building”

H.R. 4847 / Public Law 108-472

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 560 Bay Isles Road
in Longboat Key, Florida, as the “Lieutenant
General James V. Edmundson Post Office
Building”

H.R. 4968 / Public Law 108-473

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 25 McHenry Street
in Rosine, Kentucky, as the “Bill Monroe
Post Office”

H.R. 5360 / Public Law 108-474
American History and Civics Education Act
of 2004

H.R. 5364 / Public Law 108-475

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 5505 Stevens Way
in San Diego, California, as the “Earl B.
Gilliam/Imperial Avenue Post Office Build-
ing

H.R. 5365 / Public Law 108-476

To treat certain arrangements maintained by
the YMCA Retirement Fund as church plans
for the purposes of certain provisions of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and for
other purposes
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H.R.5370 / Public Law 108-477

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 4985 Moorhead Av-
enue in Boulder, Colorado, as the “Donald
G. Brotzman Post Office Building”

H.R. 4829 / Public Law 108-478

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 103 East Kleberg
in Kingsville, Texas, as the “Irma Rangel Post
Office Building”

H.]J. Res. 102 / Public Law 108479
Recognizing the 60th anniversary of the Bat-
tle of Peleliu and the end of Imperial Japa-
nese control of Palau during World War II
and urging the Secretary of the Interior to
work to protect the historic sites of the
Peleliu Battlefield National Historic Land-
mark and to establish commemorative pro-
grams honoring the Americans who fought
there

Approved December 23 *

H.R. 2457 / Public Law 108-480

To authorize funds for an educational center
for the Castillo de San Marcos National
Monument, and for other purposes

H.R. 2619 / Public Law 108—481
Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge Ex-
pansion Act of 2004

H.R. 3632 / Public Law 108-482
Intellectual Property Protection and Courts
Amendments Act of 2004

H.R. 3785 / Public Law 108-483
To authorize the exchange of certain land in
Everglades National Park

H.R. 3818 / Public Law 108-484
Microenterprise Results and Accountability
Act of 2004

H.R. 4027 / Public Law 108-485

To authorize the Secretary of Commerce to
make available to the University of Miami
property under the administrative jurisdic-
tion of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration on Virginia Key, Flor-

*These Public Laws were not received in time
for inclusion in the appropriate issue.
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ida, for use by the University for a Marine
Life Science Center

H.R. 4116 / Public Law 108-486
American Bald Eagle Recovery and National
Emblem Commemorative Coin Act

H.R. 4548 / Public Law 108—487

To authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2005 for intelligence and intelligence-related
activities of the United States Government,
the Community Management Account, and
the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement
and Disability System, and for other pur-
poses

H.R. 4569 / Public Law 108-488
To provide for the development of a national
plan for the control and management of Sud-
den Oak Death, a tree disease caused by
the fungus-like pathogen Phytophthora
ramorum, and for other purposes

H.R. 4657 / Public Law 108-489
District of Columbia Retirement Protection
Improvement Act of 2004

H.R. 5204 / Public Law 108-490

To amend section 340E of the Public Health
Service Act (relating to children’s hospitals)
to modify provisions regarding the deter-
mination of the amount of payments for indi-
rect expenses associated with operating ap-
proved graduate medical residency training
programs

H.R. 5363 / Public Law 108-491

To authorize salary adjustments for Justices
and judges of the United States for fiscal year
2005

H.R. 5382 / Public Law 108-492
Commercial Space Launch Amendments Act
of 2004

H.R.5394 / Public Law 108-493

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to modify the taxation of arrow compo-
nents

H.R.5419 / Public Law 108-494

To amend the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration Organiza-
tion Act to facilitate the reallocation of spec-
trum from governmental to commercial
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users; to improve, enhance, and promote the
Nation’s homeland security, public safety,
and citizen activated emergency response ca-
pabilities through the use of enhanced 911
services, to further upgrade Public Safety An-
swering Point capabilities and related func-
tions in receiving E-911 calls, and to support
in the construction and operation of a ubig-
uitous and reliable citizen activated system;
and to provide that funds received as uni-
versal service contributions under section
254 of the Communications Act of 1934 and
the universal service support programs estab-
lished pursuant thereto are not subject to
certain provisions of title 31, United States
Code, commonly  known as the
Antideficiency Act, for a period of time

Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

S. 1301 / Public Law 108—495
Video Voyeurism Prevention Act of 2004

S. 2657 / Public Law 108—496
Federal Employee Dental and Vision Bene-
fits Enhancement Act of 2004

S. 2781 / Public Law 108—497
Comprehensive Peace in Sudan Act of 2004

S. 2856 / Public Law 108—498

To limit the transfer of certain Commodity
Credit Corporation funds between conserva-
tion programs for technical assistance for the
programs
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