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Statement on the Earthquake and
Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean

December 30, 2004

All Americans are shocked and saddened
by the tragic loss of life and the destruction
around the Indian Ocean. In this hour of crit-
ical need, America is joining with other na-
tions and international organizations to do
everything possible to provide assistance and
relief to the victims and their families.

Already cargo aircraft, support personnel,
naval units, and aid shipments have been dis-
patched. To coordinate this massive relief ef-
fort, firsthand assessments are needed by in-
dividuals on the ground. On Sunday, January
2, I will send a delegation of experts to the
affected areas to meet with regional leaders
and international organizations to assess what
additional aid can be provided by the United
States. The delegation will be led by Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell and Governor
Jeb Bush, who has extensive experience in
the State of Florida with relief, rehabilitation,
and reconstruction efforts following natural
disasters. I look forward to receiving the del-
egation’s assessment of the relief efforts so
that our Government can best help those in
need.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 13368—
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay

December 30, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the laws
cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)),
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set

forth on the schedules attached hereto and
made a part hereof:

(a) The General Schedule
5332(a)) at Schedule 1;

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health
Administration of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section
301(a) of Public Law 102—40) at Schedule
3.

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The
ranges of rates of basic pay for senior execu-
tives in the Senior Executive Service, as es-
tablished pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5382, are set
forth on Schedule 4 attached hereto and
made a part hereof.

Sec. 3. Certain Executive, Legislative and
Judicial Salaries. The rates of basic pay or
salaries for the following offices and positions
are set forth on the schedules attached here-
to and made a part hereof:

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5312-5318) at Schedule 5;

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6;
and

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d),
135, 252, and 461(a), section 140 of Public
Law 97-92, and section 306 of Division B
of Public Law 108—447) at Schedule 7.

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to
section 601(a)—~(b) of Public Law 108-375,
the rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C.
203(a)) for members of the uniformed serv-
ices, as adjusted under 37 U.S.C. 1009, and
the rate of monthly cadet or midshipman pay
(37 U.S.C. 203(c)) are set forth on Schedule
8 attached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay-
ments. (a) Pursuant to section 5304 of title
5, United States Code, and section 640 of
Division H of Public Law 108-447, locality-
based comparability payments shall be paid
in accordance with Schedule 9 attached here-
to and made a part hereof.

(5 US.C.
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