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The President. I’m going to let Josh an-
swer the degree-of-difficulty question be-
cause we’ve—we’re asking for Congress to 
cut and/or reduce 150 different programs. 
The important question that needs to be 
asked for all constituencies is whether or not 
the programs achieve a certain result. Have 
we set goals, and are those goals being met? 
And the poor and disadvantaged absolutely 
ought to be asking that question too. In other 
words, what is the goal of a particular pro-
gram? And if that goal isn’t being met, the 
question ought to be asked, why isn’t the goal 
being met? 

And that’s the questions we’ve been ask-
ing. And after a while, we get tired of asking 
that question. So, finally, it is to take re-
sources and direct them to programs that are 
working. And that’s what you’ll find in the 
education budgets and the health budgets, 
for example. And those are very legitimate 
questions, and the people deserve to have 
them answered, which this administration 
will answer in a forthright fashion. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. A re-
porter referred to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Proclamation 7868—National 
African American History Month, 
2005 
February 7, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout our Nation’s history, the con-

tributions of African Americans have stirred 
our Nation’s conscience and helped shape 
our character. During National African 
American History Month, we honor the de-
termination and commitment of generations 
of African Americans in pursuing the prom-
ises of America. 

The theme of National African American 
History Month this year, ‘‘The Niagara 
Movement: Black Protest Reborn, 1905– 
2005,’’ honors the grassroots movement of 
1905 to 1910 that was organized to fight ra-
cial discrimination in America. Led by 
W.E.B. DuBois, the movement called for 
voting rights for African Americans, opposed 
school segregation, and worked to elect offi-
cials committed to fighting racial prejudice. 
Americans today carry on this movement as 
our Nation strives to live up to our founding 
principle that all of God’s children are cre-
ated equal. 

It is important to teach our children about 
the heroes of the civil rights movement who, 
with courage and dignity, forced America to 
confront the central defect of our founding. 
Every American should know about the men 
and women whose determination and per-
sistent eloquence forced people of all races 
to examine their hearts and revise our Na-
tion’s Constitution and laws. As we celebrate 
African American History Month, we re-
member how great the struggle for racial jus-
tice has been. And we renew our efforts to 
fight for equal rights for all Americans. We 
have made great progress, but our work is 
not done. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim February 2005 as 
National African American History Month. 
I call upon public officials, educators, librar-
ians, and all the people of the United States 
to observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams and activities that honor the history, 
accomplishments, and contributions of Afri-
can Americans. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of February, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 9, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on February 10. 
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Proclamation 7869—National 
Consumer Protection Week, 2005 
February 7, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
This year’s National Consumer Protection 

Week focuses on the impact and problems 
caused by identity theft and on the steps 
Government is taking to safeguard personal 
information. Today, many Americans reveal 
personal information when making pur-
chases, borrowing money, or opening a bank 
or credit card account. This information 
makes it convenient to conduct routine trans-
actions, but consumers must take precautions 
to protect their names, addresses, phone 
numbers, Social Security numbers, and ac-
count numbers against fraud and theft. 

As one of the highest impact financial 
crimes in our Nation, identity theft can un-
dermine the basic trust on which our econ-
omy depends. Millions of Americans have 
had their identity stolen, costing them and 
our country’s businesses billions of dollars. 
Identity theft can shake consumers’ con-
fidence, destroy a person’s financial reputa-
tion, and damage lifelong efforts to build and 
maintain a good credit rating. 

We are acting to protect citizens from 
these crimes and the grief and problems they 
cause. During the last 2 years, I have signed 
the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions 
Act of 2003, which makes it easier for con-
sumers to detect and protect themselves 
from fraud, and the Identity Theft Penalty 
Enhancement Act, which strengthens the 
penalties for identity theft. The U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and the United States Secret 
Service are working with State and local offi-
cials to stop the criminal networks respon-
sible for much of the identity theft in Amer-
ica. The Federal Trade Commission also 
trains local law enforcement in detecting and 
investigating identity theft, and they have set 
up the Identity Theft Data Clearinghouse, 
which tracks complaints across the country 
and provides these records to prosecutors 
seeking to shut down those who steal our citi-
zens’ good names. 

Consumers can learn to prevent identity 
theft by visiting the National Consumer Pro-
tection Week website, www.consumer.gov/ 
ncpw. Working together, we can reduce this 
growing problem and protect the financial 
security of our citizens and our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim February 6 
through February 12, 2005, as National Con-
sumer Protection Week. I call upon govern-
ment officials, industry leaders, and con-
sumer advocates to provide citizens with in-
formation about identity theft and how they 
can be responsible consumers, and I encour-
age all citizens to take an active role in pro-
tecting their personal information. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of February, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 9, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on February 10. 

Remarks to the Detroit Economic 
Club in Detroit, Michigan 
February 8, 2005 

Thank you all. Please be seated. I’ve seen 
head tables before—[laughter]—I’ve never 
seen one quite so long. [Laughter] Thanks 
for having me. It’s great to be back in De-
troit. You know, we’re only a few weeks into 
the New Year, but at the White House we’ve 
already had a lot of excitement. There was 
the Inauguration. Then we had Iraqi elec-
tions and then a visit from a group of very 
tall men—[laughter]—the mighty Pistons of 
Detroit. 

I appreciate you having me. I appreciate 
you giving me a chance to come and share 
some thoughts with you. Dieter, thank you 
very much for that fine introduction. Never 
mind about the English language thing. 
[Laughter] Beth, thank you very much for 
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