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while respecting the cultures and traditions 
of other nations. 

Karen Hughes has been one of my most 
trusted and closest advisers, and she has the 
experience, expertise, and judgment to lead 
this critical effort. Her return to public serv-
ice in this important position signifies my 
personal commitment to the international di-
plomacy that is needed in these historic 
times. I value her counsel and friendship, as 
does Secretary Rice. 

Executive Order 13374— 
Amendments to Executive Order 
12293—The Foreign Service of the 
United States 

March 14, 2005 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
402 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 3962), and in order to 
adjust the basic salary rates for each class of 
the Senior Foreign Service, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Section 4 of Executive Order 
12293 of February 23, 1981, as amended, is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘Sec. 4. Pursuant to section 402 of the 
Foreign Service Act (22 U.S.C. 3962), and 
subject to any restrictions therein, there are 
established the following salary classes with 
titles for the Senior Foreign Service, at the 
following ranges of basic rates of pay: 

(a) Career Minister 
Range from 100 percent of the min-
imum rate of basic pay for senior- 
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376 
to 100 percent of the rate payable for 
level II of the Executive Schedule. 

(b) Minister-Counselor 
Range from 100 percent of the min-
imum rate of basic pay for senior- 
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376 
to 107 percent of the rate payable for 
level III of the Executive Schedule. 

(c) Counselor 
Range from 100 percent of the min-
imum rate of basic pay for senior- 
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376 

to 102 percent of the rate payable for 
level III of the Executive Schedule.’’ 

Sec. 2. Section 2 of Executive Order 
12293, as amended, is amended by striking 
‘‘the Director of the International Commu-
nication Agency, the Director of the United 
States International Development Coopera-
tion Agency’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
‘‘the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development’’. 

Sec. 3. Executive Order 13325 of January 
23, 2004, is revoked. 

Sec. 4. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable by any 
party at law or in equity against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, entities, of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 14, 2005. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., March 16, 2005] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on March 17. 

Memorandum on Delegation of 
Reporting Function Related to the 
Sudan Peace Act 

March 14, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Delegation of Reporting Function 
Related to the Sudan Peace Act 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby dele-
gate to you the reporting function conferred 
upon the President by section 6(e) of the 
Sudan Peace Act (Public Law 107–245). 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
King Abdullah II of Jordan and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
March 15, 2005 

President Bush. It’s my real pleasure to 
welcome His Majesty back to the Oval Of-
fice. Your Majesty, every time you come, I 
really enjoy our conversation. His Majesty 
leads a great country in the midst of a part 
of the world that is changing, changing for 
the better. And I want to thank His Majesty 
for his leadership, his understanding about 
the need for reform, his strong alliance, his 
clear vision that the world needs to jointly 
fight terror. And I really appreciate you com-
ing. 

King Abdullah. Thank you. 
President Bush. Welcome. 
King Abdullah. I’d like to thank the Presi-

dent for welcoming me back to Washington. 
As always, our discussions have been very 
fruitful, to try and make the Middle East a 
better place. We had the chance to discuss 
the issues of the peace process, how we can 
move that forward, and obviously our com-
mitment to regional reform. And as always, 
we’ve come away with some very good ideas 
and a decent way of being able to look at 
the future. 

President Bush. We’ll answer a couple of 
questions. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associ-
ated Press]. 

President’s Upcoming Meeting With the 
Lebanese Maronite Patriarch/Hezbollah 

Q. Yes, sir. Thank you. The Lebanese 
Maronite Patriarch you’re meeting with to-
morrow supports integrating Hezbollah into 
the political mainstream. 

President Bush. A little louder, excuse 
me. 

Q. The Lebanese Maronite Patriarch 
you’re meeting with tomorrow supports inte-
grating Hezbollah into the political main-
stream in his country. Are you willing to con-
sider that kind of role for Hezbollah? 

President Bush. Well, first, I look forward 
to listening to the Patriarch. It’s going to be 
a very interesting discussion. One of the mes-
sages I want to say is that my meeting with 
the Patriarch is in no way embracing any reli-
gion for Lebanon; it is a way for me to speak 

to people that believe the Lebanese society 
ought to be free. 

We view Hezbollah as a terrorist organiza-
tion, and I would hope that Hezbollah would 
prove that they’re not by laying down arms 
and not threatening peace. One of our con-
cerns The Majesty and I discussed is that 
Hezbollah may try to derail the peace process 
between Israel and the Palestinians. And it’s 
very important that this peace process go for-
ward, for the sake of the Palestinians, for the 
sake of the Israelis, and for the sake of all 
the people in the region. But Hezbollah has 
been declared a terrorist organization by the 
United States because of terrorist activities 
in the past. 

Peace and Progress in the Middle East 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Yes. 
Q. ——the Arab peace initiative in Beirut 

has defined the ground for resolving the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, which would be also re- 
articulated in the coming Algeria summit. 
What would be the role of the United States 
in the coming stage to push forward that ini-
tiative? And when it comes to reforms, how 
would the United States help the Arab world, 
and Jordan in particular, in pushing forward? 

President Bush. Well, I appreciate that 
question. First, let’s start with Jordan. One 
of the things we’ve done is entered into trade 
negotiations with Jordan, so that commerce 
between our countries can flow better. It’s 
much easier to reform when there’s pros-
perity, when people are able to see His Maj-
esty’s vision about a prosperous future. And 
I—the other way to encourage reform is to 
herald examples of reformers, people who 
are willing to put mechanisms in place that 
respond to the voice of the people, and His 
Majesty has done that. 

We look forward to hearing the results of 
the conference in Algeria. The Foreign Min-
ister briefed us on His Majesty’s plans and 
the Jordanian Government’s plans to have ac-
countability measures in place, so as to help 
measure as to whether or not reforms are 
going forward. 

As for the Palestinian-Israeli issue, the role 
of the United States will be to continue to 
urge both parties to make the sacrifices nec-
essary—sacrifice meaning that Israel must 
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