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budget. These funds will help scientists learn 
more about this devastating disease and offer 
new hope for countless Americans and their 
families. 

As we observe this month, we honor can-
cer survivors for their inspiring examples of 
courage, steadfast strength, and willingness 
to share their stories and experiences with 
others. We recognize the families, friends, 
and loved ones who support and encourage 
those living with cancer. And we remain 
grateful to our scientists and medical profes-
sionals, who make America’s health care sys-
tem the best in the world. Together, we can 
help all our citizens live healthier, longer 
lives. 

In 1938, the Congress of the United States 
passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148; 36 
U.S.C. 103) as amended, requesting the 
President to issue an annual proclamation 
declaring April as ‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim April 2005 as Cancer 
Control Month. I encourage citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, nonprofit 
organizations, and other interested groups to 
join in activities that raise awareness about 
how all Americans can prevent and control 
cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 7, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 6, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 8.

Statement on the Election of the 
Presidency Council of the Iraqi 
Transitional Government 
April 6, 2005

Iraq’s Transitional National Assembly took 
a momentous step forward in Iraq’s transition 
to democracy today, voting by an over-
whelming majority to elect the Presidency 

Council of the Iraqi Transitional Govern-
ment. 

I congratulate Iraq’s next President, Jalal 
Talabani, and its next Deputy Presidents, 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi and Ghazi al-Ujayl al-
Yawr, on this historic occasion. These indi-
viduals will be formally sworn in tomorrow 
and will move quickly to name a Prime Min-
ister who will work during the coming days 
to select a Council of Ministers. The new 
Iraqi Government will then begin its impor-
tant work of writing a new constitution, con-
tinuing to train Iraqi security forces, deliv-
ering basic services, and advancing Iraq’s 
transformation from dictatorship to democ-
racy. 

The Iraqi people have shown their com-
mitment to democracy, and we, in turn, are 
committed to Iraq. We look forward to work-
ing with this new Government, and we con-
gratulate all Iraqis on this historic day.

Statement on the Death of Prince 
Rainier III of Monaco 
April 6, 2005

Laura and I join Americans across the 
country in mourning the loss of His Serene 
Highness Prince Rainier III of Monaco. He 
will be remembered as a respected leader 
who secured the prosperity of Monaco’s peo-
ple. Monaco and the United States have long 
had a special bond of friendship. We extend 
our deepest condolences to His Serene High-
ness Prince Albert, to the Grimaldi family, 
and to all the people of Monaco.

Interview With Reporters Aboard 
Air Force One 
April 8, 2005

Pope John Paul II’s Funeral 
The President. Listen, were you there in 

person? 
Q. Yes. 
The President. One, I’m really glad I 

came. There was never any question I would 
come. Last night we hosted a reception at 
the Embassy for many of the leaders of the 
Catholic Church at home, and they were very 
grateful that I came and Laura came and 
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