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your life putting your money into a system
that’s going broke—a little discouraging.

We have an obligation and a duty to fix
this. I'm going to continue traveling the
country, DeLois, talking about the problem.
People in America are beginning to under-
stand we’ve got a problem. People are begin-
ning to figure it out. A lot of younger Ameri-
cans are now beginning to pay attention to
this issue. If I were you, I'd be paying atten-
tion to it too. You got a payroll tax, putting
your payroll tax in the system that’s going
broke. I'd be out there wondering what the
heck is going to happen in Washington, DC,
to make sure the money I'm putting in is
worthwhile.

I'm going to continue assuring our seniors
that they're going to receive their checks.
You tell your grandma and granddads and
your mother and dads, this Government of
yours will keep its promise. And I'm going
to continue talking to the younger people of
America and say that we're going to be wise
about how we fix the system. We're going
to fix the safety net, and as we do, we’re going
to make it a better deal for you. As we do,
we're going to let you take some of your own
money and watch it grow so you can build
your own asset base, so you can pass it on
to whomever you chose.

We've got a great opportunity here to show
the American people that Washington isn’t
all politics, that Washington has got the ca-
pacity to rise above partisan bickering and
solve an important problem once and for all.
And when we do, when we do, and when
we get it done, we'll all be able to say we
have done our duty.

I want to thank you all for giving me a
chance to come by. God bless you all, and
God bless our families. God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. at the
Nissan North America Manufacturing Plant. In
his remarks, he referred to Daniel A. Gaudette,
senior vice president for North American Manu-
facturing and Quality Assurance, James C. Mor-
ton, senior vice president for Administration and
Finance, Greg Daniels, senior vice president for
U.S. Manufacturing, and Dave Boyer, vice presi-
dent of Manufacturing in Canton, Nissan North
America, Inc.; Gov. Haley Barbour and Lt. Gov.
Amy Tuck of Mississippi; and Travis Lane Little,
president pro tempore, Mississippi State senate.
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Proclamation 7893—National
Observance of the 60th Anniversary
of the End of World War 11, 2005

May 3, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Sixty years ago, the flags of freedom un-
furled across Europe and Asia as victorious
American and Allied troops brought World
War II to an end. Freedom prevailed when
millions were liberated from oppression and
tyranny was replaced by democracy.

The years of World War II were a hard,
heroic, and gallant time in the life of our
country. When it mattered most, a genera-
tion of Americans showed the finest qualities
of our Nation and of humanity. More than
16 million Americans served during World
War II, putting on the uniform of the Soldier,
the Sailor, the Airman, the Marine, the Coast
Guardsman, or the Merchant Mariner. They
were the sons and daughters of a peaceful
country, who gave the best years of their lives
to the greatest mission our country ever ac-
cepted. They earned 464 Medals of Honor,
and over 400,000 made the ultimate sacrifice
for freedom. Millions more supported the
war effort at home—caring for the injured
and working in factories to provide supplies
to those fighting in distant places like Mid-
way, Normandy, Iwo Jima, and Bastogne.

As the war drew to a close, Americans re-
mained united in support of the vital cause
of restoring the liberty of mankind. When
the end of the war in Europe was announced
on May 8, 1945, hundreds of people rushed
to the White House to celebrate the triumph
of freedom. President Harry Truman ad-
dressed the American people from the White
House and said, “For this victory, we join
in offering our thanks to the Providence
which has guided and sustained us through
the dark days of adversity.” In the following
months, the war in the Pacific was won and
a grateful Nation began welcoming home lib-
erty’s heroes. Many who had left America’s
farms and cities as young men and women
returned as seasoned veterans ready to finish
their education, start families, and assume
leadership roles in their communities.
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Today, as we wage the war on terror and
work to extend peace and freedom around
the world, our service men and women fol-
low in the footsteps of our World War II vet-
erans by upholding the noble tradition of
duty, honor, and love of country. Like gen-
erations before them, America’s Armed
Forces are among the world’s greatest forces
for good, answering today’s dangers and chal-
lenges with firm resolve. Their vital mission
will help secure our Nation in a new century,
and all Americans are grateful for their cour-
age, devotion to duty, and sacrifice.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim 2005 as the Na-
tional Observance of the 60th Anniversary of
the End of World War II. T urge all Ameri-
cans to mark this observance with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities
in honor of the Americans who served in
World War II and all those who supported
and contributed their efforts from the home
front during this extraordinary time in his-
tory

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:15 a.m., May 4, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5.

Proclamation 7894—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 2005

May 3, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Millions of Americans proudly trace their
ancestry to the many nations that make up
Asia and the Pacific islands. For generations,
Americans of Asian/Pacific heritage have
strengthened our Nation through their
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achievements in all walks of life, including
business, politics, education, community
service, the arts, and science.

This month we honor Asian/Pacific Ameri-
cans for their contributions to our Nation’s
growth and development and to the spread
of freedom around the world. This year’s
theme, “Liberty and Freedom for All,” hon-
ors the sacrifices of Asian/Pacific Americans
in the defense of freedom and democracy.
We remember the bravery of soldiers of
Asian/Pacific descent who have served in our
military. These proud patriots stepped for-
ward and fought for the security of our coun-
try and the peace of the world, and they will
always hold a cherished place in our history.
As we confront the challenges of the 21st
century and fight the war on terror, Ameri-
cans of Asian/Pacific descent continue to
serve in the Armed Forces and are working
to secure our homeland and promote peace
and liberty around the world. Their dedica-
tion and patriotism uphold the highest ideals
of our country.

To honor the achievements and contribu-
tions of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Con-
gress by Public Law 102-450 as amended,
has designated the month of May each year
as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 2005 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to learn more
about the history of Asian/Pacific Americans
and their many contributions to our Nation
and to observe this month with appropriate
programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:15 a.m., May 4, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5.
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