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* White House correction. 

dignity and determination. You have taken 
tough steps to reform your economy and to 
crack down on corruption. You are building 
a democratic society where the rights of mi-
norities are respected, where a free press 
flourishes, a vigorous opposition is welcome, 
and unity is achieved through peace. In this 
new Georgia, the rule of law will prevail and 
freedom will be the birthright of every cit-
izen. 

This was the dream of your late Prime 
Minister Zhvania, who once said, ‘‘It is not 
by mere chance that we have adopted two 
very important ideas as our watchwords, free-
dom and responsibility.’’ Today we pay trib-
ute to this Georgian patriot who became a 
great leader of the global democratic revolu-
tion. In building a free and responsible soci-
ety, you honor his memory and you carry on 
his legacy. 

As you build free institutions at home, the 
ties that bind our nations will grow deeper 
as well. We respect Georgia’s desire to join 
the institutions of Europe. We encourage 
your closer cooperation with NATO. Geor-
gia’s leaders know that the peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts is essential to your integra-
tion into the transatlantic community. At the 
same time, the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Georgia must be respected—the 
territorial [territory] * and sovereignty of 
Georgia must be respected by all nations. 

We are living in historic times when free-
dom is advancing from the Black Sea to the 
Caspian to the Persian Gulf and beyond. As 
you watch free people gathering in squares 
like this across the world, waving their na-
tions’ flags and demanding their God-given 
rights, you can take pride in this fact: They 
have been inspired by your example, and 
they take hope in your success. 

As you build freedom in this country, you 
must know that the seeds of liberty you are 
planting in Georgian soil are flowering across 
the globe. I have come here to thank you 
for your courage. The American people value 
your friendship and admire your determina-
tion. On behalf of all Americans, thank you; 
God bless you; Sakartvelos gaumarjos. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Mikheil 
Saakashvili of Georgia. 

Statement on Congressional Action 
on the Proposed ‘‘Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror, 
and Tsunami Relief, 2005’’ 
May 10, 2005 

I applaud the Congress for its strong bipar-
tisan support for our troops and our contin-
ued effort to win the war on terror. New de-
mocracies are taking root in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, and America is proud to stand with 
them. This legislation will help America con-
tinue to promote freedom and democracy. 
It also will assist in the continuing tsunami 
recovery efforts. I appreciate the leadership 
in the House and Senate for working to-
gether to reach a final agreement that focuses 
taxpayer dollars on providing our troops and 
diplomats with the tools they need. I look 
forward to signing the bill into law. 

Proclamation 7899—National 
Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2005 
May 10, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Each year from June through November, 

Americans living on the Eastern seaboard 
and along the Gulf of Mexico face an in-
creased threat of hurricanes. These powerful 
storms can create severe flooding, cause 
power outages, and damage homes and busi-
nesses with their high winds, tornadoes, 
storm surges, and heavy rainfall. The effects 
of these storms can be devastating to families 
and cause lasting economic distress. During 
National Hurricane Preparedness Week, we 
call attention to the importance of planning 
ahead and securing our homes and property 
in advance of storms. 

Last year, six hurricanes and three tropical 
storms hit the United States, causing the loss 
of dozens of lives and billions of dollars in 
damage. Across the United States, Americans 
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responded to these natural disasters with ex-
traordinary strength, compassion, and gen-
erosity. Many volunteers donated their time 
and talents to help with the cleanup, recov-
ery, and rebuilding of communities dev-
astated by the hurricanes and tropical storms. 

To prepare for the 2005 hurricane season, 
I urge all our citizens to become aware of 
the dangers of hurricanes and tropical storms 
and to learn how to minimize their destruc-
tive effects. Our Nation’s weather research-
ers and forecasters continue to improve the 
accuracy of hurricane warnings, enabling 
residents and visitors to prepare for storms. 
By working together, Federal, State, and 
local agencies, first responders, the news 
media, and private citizens can help save lives 
and diminish the damage caused by these 
natural disasters. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through 
May 21, 2005, as National Hurricane Pre-
paredness Week. I call upon government 
agencies, private organizations, schools, and 
the news media to share information about 
hurricane preparedness and response to help 
save lives and prevent property damage. I 
also call upon Americans living in hurricane- 
prone areas of our Nation to use this oppor-
tunity to learn more about protecting them-
selves against the effects of hurricanes and 
tropical storms. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 13. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
May 11, 2005 

I thank the Members of the Congress for 
coming down to give me and the Secretary 
of State a chance to talk about our recent 
trip to Europe. It was a great trip, and it’s 
such an honor to represent the United States. 

Sitting in Red Square honoring the vet-
erans of World War II was an amazing event. 
I remember as a kid watching the missiles 
parade through Red Square, and here I sat 
as the President of the United States in Red 
Square, paying homage to people who died 
to defeat nazism. And I was sitting beside 
a friend. Russia is not an enemy. Russia is 
our friend. And it’s important that we work 
together to achieve peace. Obviously, we 
have a difference of opinion on certain issues, 
but we don’t have a difference of opinion 
on working together for peace. 

I went to the Baltics, had a great trip to 
Latvia. It’s such an inspiring experience to 
be in countries that are newly minted democ-
racies that love freedom. And I met with civil 
society advocates. I look forward to briefing 
you on the situation that this young democ-
racy faces in making sure that all people are 
participating in the democracy. 

Went to the Netherlands. Her Majesty 
kindly came and visited—paid a visit with us. 
I laid a wreath with Her Majesty honoring 
the U.S. soldiers who died at the end of 
World War II. Interestingly enough, some of 
my father-in-law’s unit were there, and it was 
neat for Laura to be able to hug them and 
to remember her dad as she paid tribute to 
the veterans. 

Then I went to Georgia. It was—standing 
in front of 150,000 people that love freedom 
was a fantastic experience. 

The lessons of World War II is to honor 
the sacrifice of those who helped us keep 
the peace and to remember that the United 
States is always the beacon of freedom and 
that when we find people living under tyr-
anny, we’ve got to work to free them in order 
to make the world more peaceful. 

And so I want to thank you all for coming. 
I look forward to briefing you in specific on 
some of the conversations I had, and I’m 
looking forward to your comments as well. 
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