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And this is a direction in which we’re try-
ing to encourage them to move, so that they 
create this political basis where everybody is 
comfortable that you’ve got a stable, demo-
cratic system in the country, which is criti-
cally fundamental to addressing these other 
major challenges of ensuring the recovery of 
the economy of Zimbabwe and really improv-
ing the lives of the people. So that’s the direc-
tion we’re taking. 

President Bush. Well, thank you all for 
coming. I owe the President a lunch. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Paul Martin of Can-
ada; W. Mark Felt, Deputy Director of the FBI 
during the Nixon administration whose identity 
as the informer known as ‘‘Deep Throat’’ during 
the Watergate scandal was revealed on May 31; 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; and President Hosni Mubarak and Attorney 
General Maher Abdel Wahed of Egypt. The Presi-
dent also referred to the African Union (AU) and 
the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD). 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert 
‘‘Jaap’’ de Hoop Scheffer of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
June 1, 2005 

President Bush. Mr. Secretary General, 
welcome. Thank you for coming. 

It’s been my pleasure to work with this 
good man. The Secretary General is a vision-
ary leader of a very important Alliance, and 
that is NATO. America is a proud member 
of NATO. We view NATO as our link—our 
transatlantic link to Europe. NATO is a place 
where not only do we work to—work on de-
fensive measures to protect our respective 
people, but it’s a place where we are proud 
to strategize as to how to promote values of— 
universal values of democracy and freedom 
and human rights and human dignity. 

Under the Secretary General’s leadership, 
NATO has been active in places like Afghani-
stan and training the troops in NATO. And 
today we discussed the NATO mission in 
Darfur, to help deal with human suffering 
in that part of the world. 

So, Mr. Secretary General, I am proud to 
call you friend and proud to work with you 
as the President of a contributing member 
of NATO. Welcome. 

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. 
Mr. President, thank you very much, indeed. 
I can echo the words you said. NATO has 
always been and still is a value-driven organi-
zation; it’s about values. The same values we 
have defended in the cold war, we are now 
defending in Afghanistan, at the Hindu Kush 
mountains. We are training the Iraqi security 
forces so that that country can stand on its 
own feet as soon as possible. We are staying 
the course in Kosovo. We’ll have, as the 
President mentioned, support for the African 
Union in Darfur. We’re having an 
antiterrorist operation in the Mediterranean. 
We’ll stay the course—we’ll stay the course. 
We do that with the 26 NATO Allies—of 
course first and foremost with the United 
States of America—and we do it with our 
partners as well with important partner coun-
tries of NATO, like the Ukraine, like our 
partners in the Balkans. 

So we’ll stay the course, and I’m sure that 
NATO will also, in the coming time, will be 
an important political, military organization. 
Enhancing political dialog within NATO, 
that’s what it’s all about—staying the course 
militarily and staying the course politically. 

Mr. President, thank you very much. 
President Bush. Welcome. Thank you for 

coming. I appreciate it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on the Resignation of 
William H. Donaldson as Chairman 
of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission 

June 1, 2005 

Bill Donaldson took on a tough job at a 
tough time, and he delivered for the Amer-
ican people. He vigorously and fairly en-
forced our Nation’s securities laws and 
helped rebuild the public trust in corporate 
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America that has been important to our eco-
nomic recovery. I am grateful for his dedi-
cated service, and Laura and I wish him and 
Jane all the best. 

Proclamation 7907—Black Music 
Month, 2005 
June 1, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During Black Music Month, we pay trib-

ute to a rich musical tradition and honor the 
many contributions African-American musi-
cians, singers, and composers have made to 
the culture of our Nation and to the world. 
This powerful, moving, and soulful music 
speaks to every heart, lifting us in times of 
sorrow and helping us celebrate in times of 
joy. 

Black music’s origins are found in the work 
songs and spirituals that bore witness to the 
cruelty of bondage and the strength of faith. 
In the strains of those songs, we hear the 
voice of hope in the face of injustice. From 
those roots, black music has grown into a di-
verse collection of styles, and it continues to 
evolve today. Black music captures a part of 
the American spirit and continues to have 
a profound impact on our country. 

This month is an opportunity to reflect 
upon the achievements of African-American 
artists and to look forward to the future. We 
remember Robert Johnson, Bessie Smith, 
Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, Ray 
Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, and 
countless others for their love of music and 
their pioneering and passionate spirit. We 
celebrate today’s musicians who continue to 
build upon the rich and vital heritage of black 
music. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2005 as 
Black Music Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions 
of African-American musicians. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:46 a.m., June 3, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 2, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on June 6. 

Proclamation 7908—Great Outdoors 
Month, 2005 
June 1, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During Great Outdoors Month, we cele-

brate our Nation’s natural heritage, reaffirm 
our commitment to conserve our environ-
ment, and recognize the many volunteers 
who help maintain our natural spaces. 

Americans are blessed by our country’s ex-
pansive landscapes, diverse wildlife, and 
beautiful public lands. Outdoor recreation 
provides an opportunity to enjoy the splen-
dor of our Nation’s remarkable natural treas-
ures and reminds us of our responsibility to 
be good stewards of the environment. 

Across our great Nation, Americans are 
taking that responsibility seriously and volun-
teering to help keep our natural areas beau-
tiful for future generations. I commend these 
citizens for helping to protect our public 
lands, and I encourage all Americans to do 
their part. The Department of the Interior’s 
Take Pride in America website and the USA 
Freedom Corps website offer examples of 
ways to participate in environmental steward-
ship projects. 

We have an obligation to protect the 
Earth, and my Administration is pursuing re-
sponsible initiatives to make our air cleaner, 
our water purer, and our land better pro-
tected. In doing so, we are demonstrating the 
important principle that environmental pro-
tection and economic prosperity are both 
vital parts of being good stewards in the land 
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