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is important for America’s national security
and for reducing illegal immigration.

Letter to Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Appropriation
Request

June 30, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider expedi-
tiously the enclosed request in the amount
of $975 million for a supplemental appropria-
tion for the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA).

I am requesting these resources to cover
the increased costs in FY 2005 that the VA
is experiencing in its medical care system.

As Secretary Nicholson informed the Con-
gress on June 28th, additional needs in the
VA medical care system have also been iden-
tified for FY 2006. Details on specific FY
2006 requirements are under review and will
be transmitted separately. My Administration
is committed to ensuring that our Nation’s
veterans continue to receive timely and high-
quality health care.

The details of the FY 2005 request are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks on the Resignation of
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor From
the Supreme Court of the United
States

July 1, 2005

Good morning. A short time ago I had a
warm conversation with Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor, who has decided to retire from
the Supreme Court of the United States.
America is proud of Justice O’Connor’s dis-
tinguished service, and I'm proud to know
her. Today, she has the gratitude of her fel-
low citizens, and she and John and their fam-
ily have our respect and good wishes.

June 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

Sandra Day O’Connor joined the Nation’s
highest court in 1981 as the first woman ever
appointed to that position. Throughout her
tenure she has been a discerning and con-
scientious judge and a public servant of com-
plete integrity. Justice O’Connor’s great in-
tellect, wisdom, and personal decency have
won her the esteem of her colleagues and
our country.

Under the Constitution, I am responsible
for nominating a successor to Justice O’Con-
nor. I take this responsibility seriously. T will
be deliberate and thorough in this process.
I have directed my staff, in cooperation with
the Department of Justice, to compile infor-
mation and recommend for my review poten-
tial nominees who meet a high standard of
legal ability, judgment, and integrity and who
will faithfully interpret the Constitution and
laws of our country.

As well T will continue to consult, as will
my advisers, with Members of the United
States Senate. The Nation deserves and I will
select a Supreme Court Justice that Ameri-
cans can be proud of. The Nation also de-
serves a dignified process of confirmation in
the United States Senate, characterized by
fair treatment, a fair hearing, and a fair vote.
I will choose a nominee in a timely manner
so that the hearing and the vote can be com-
pleted before the new Supreme Court term
begins.

Today, however, is a day to honor the con-
tributions of a fine citizen and a great patriot.
Many years ago, Sandra Day O’Connor chose
the path of public service, and she served
with distinction as a legislator and a judge
in Arizona before joining the Supreme Court.
When President Ronald Reagan appointed
Justice O’Connor 24 years ago, Americans
had high expectations of her, and she has sur-
passed those expectations in the performance
of her duties.

This great lady, born in El Paso, Texas,
rose above the obstacles of an earlier time
and became one of the most admired Ameri-
cans of our time. She leaves an outstanding
record of service to the United States, and
our Nation is deeply grateful.

Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T08:15:17-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




