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Good morning. Laura and I wish all Amer-
icans a happy Fourth of July weekend. I look
forward to celebrating Independence Day
with the people of Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia. On the Fourth of July, we remember
the vision and conviction of America’s
Founders. We remember the ideals of liberty
that led men from 13 colonies to gather in
Philadelphia and pen a declaration of self-
evident truths. And we remember the ex-
traordinary personal courage that made their
efforts a success. Doctor Benjamin Rush said
that signing the Declaration of Independ-
ence was “like signing your own death war-
rant.” He signed it anyway—right above his
fellow Pennsylvania delegate, Benjamin
Franklin.

On Independence Day, we are also mind-
ful that the promises of the Declaration have
been secured by the service and sacrifice of
every generation. America’s first defenders
were mostly farmers, artisans, and shop-
keepers who waged a desperate fight for
independence. Our Union was preserved
through the costly battles of the Civil War,
including one at Vicksburg that ended on
Independence Day, 1863. And we live in
freedom because Americans prevailed in the
hard-fought struggles of the 20th century
from the Marne and Normandy to Iwo Jima
and Inchon Bay. America is home to 25 mil-
lion military veterans, and we will always be
grateful for their unselfish courage.

Today, a new generation of Americans is
defending our freedom against determined
enemies. At posts in Afghanistan, Iraq, and
around the world, our men and women in
uniform are taking the fight to the terrorists
overseas, so that we do not have to face the
terrorists here at home. And by freeing mil-
lions from oppression, our Armed Forces are
redeeming a universal principle of the Dec-
laration that all are created equal, and all are

meant to be free. Those who serve today are
taking their rightful place among the greatest
generations that have worn our Nation’s uni-
form.

The burden of war falls especially hard on
military families, and I thank them for the
support they give our troops in their vital
work. Some of America’s finest men and
women have given their lives in the war on
terror, and we remember them on Independ-
ence Day. We pray for the families who have
lost a loved one in freedom’s cause. And we
know that the best way to honor the lives
that have been given in this struggle is to
complete the mission, so we will stay in the
fight until the fight is won.

In this time of testing, all our troops and
their families can know that the American
people are behind them. On this Fourth of
July weekend, I ask every American to find
a way to thank men and women defending
our freedom by flying the flag, sending letters
to our troops in the field, and helping the
military family down the street. The Depart-
ment of Defense has set up a web site,
americasupportsyou.mil. You can go there to
learn about private efforts in your own com-
munity. At this time when we celebrate our
freedom, we will stand with the men and
women who defend us all.

In the summer of 1776, John Adams called
the American Revolution “the most com-
plete, unexpected, and remarkable of any in
the history of nations.” And 229 years later,
history has proved him right. The Fourth of
July is a day to be proud of our heritage as
freedom’s home and defender. It is a day to
be confident in the future, because the spirit
of our Founders still shapes the conscience
of our country. Above all, it is a day to give
thanks to God for His many blessings on
America and for the privilege to call our-
selves citizens of this special land. T hope all
Americans enjoy a memorable and safe Inde-
pendence Day celebration.

Thank you for listening.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
July 1 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 2. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 1 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Interview With Foreign Print
Journalists

June 30, 2005

The President. Just a couple of com-
ments. One, I'm looking forward to going to
the G-8. It’s always a good opportunity to
talk about common values, common inter-
ests, ways we can work together to improve
the world. I'm looking forward to seeing the
leaders. I've got a good personal relationship
with the leaders. It's a good chance to visit.

Agenda items are—important agenda
items: Africa, I just gave a speech on the con-
tinent of Africa; global climate change, it’s
important to move the debate beyond the
Kyoto era and talk about what we can do
together to improve the environment. I'm
looking forward to that. One of the things
there hasn’t been much focus on is, there
will be time to discuss progress in the Middle
East—the Middle East peace process. Jim
Wolfensohn is coming to discuss a way for-
ward, how we can all help the Palestinians
improve their security, enhance the entre-
preneurial spirit so people can see their lives
improve. We're looking forward to that.

Anyway, it’s going to be a good trip. I'm
looking forward to going to Denmark. The
Prime Minister is a friend. He’s a good man.
He’s got a good, strong backbone. When he
says he’s going to do something, he means
it. I'm looking forward to seeing Her Majesty
the Queen. It's going to be a good experi-
ence. I've never been to Denmark, so I'm
looking forward to going.

Charlie, we’ll start with you and then we’ll
do a couple of rounds, and I'll let you all
go get some lunch.

Aid to Africa

Q. All right. My first question really is an
aid question, with respect to Africa. Mr. Blair
has really been pressing this issue of dramati-
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cally increased aid to Africa. You have sub-
stantially increased U.S. assistance to Africa,
but on the other hand, it falls way short of
what Mr. Blair has been asking for. You've
been really, I think, fairly cool to both the
$25 billion that he’s asked and the commit-
ment for, what is it, seven-tenths of a percent
of GDP for foreign assistance.

The President. A couple of comments on
that. One is that our aid increase has been
dramatic. We've tripled our aid since I've
been President, and I just announced today
that I'll ask Congress to double it by 2010,
which is a significant increase.

Secondly, though, you've got to look at Af-
rica as more than just aid. Aid is one aspect
of participating on the continent in a compas-
sionate way. Trade is a vital part of lifting
people out of poverty.

The other thing is, you know, there’s all
kinds of ways to calculate generosity. I hap-
pen to think that the formula that some peo-
ple try to use is not an effective way to judge
America’s generosity or a fair way. For exam-
ple, we've got a Tax Code structure to en-
courage private citizens to contribute. And
so I will remind our G-8 friends that aid to
developing countries is more than just grants
from Government. It is grants from Govern-
ment. It is generous contributions by private
individuals, and we contribute billions on an
annual basis.

I'm also going to tell people that a compas-
sionate policy is one that focuses less on for-
mulas and more on improving people’s lives.
And so today I talked about the malaria initia-
tive, for example. There’s a great place where
the G-8 countries can come together and
help nations on the continent of Africa eradi-
cate malaria.

So I'm going to the G-8 with an agenda
where we’ve been the leader. The HIV/AIDS
initiative was a powerful statement of our
compassion and our willingness to take the
lead on a lot of issues.

Klaus.

Iraq/War on Terror

Q. Another subject which will be in some
way at the G-8 meeting also, Iraq. Denmark
is contributing a substantial proportion of the
amount of troops to the conflict. Your most
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