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U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the 
week beginning on the third Sunday in Octo-
ber of each year as ‘‘National Forest Products 
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 16 through Oc-
tober 22, 2005, as National Forest Products 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 19. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 7949—White Cane 
Safety Day, 2005 
October 14, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans who are blind or visually im-

paired are valuable and contributing mem-
bers of our society, and many use a white 
cane to help them succeed at school, home, 
or work. White canes give these individuals 
greater mobility and enable them to partici-
pate in more aspects of community life. On 
White Cane Safety Day, we celebrate the 
progress that has been made for those who 
are blind or visually impaired, and we reaf-
firm our commitment to ensuring that these 
citizens can live and work with greater free-
dom and independence. 

One of our Nation’s defining values is 
compassion, and we must make certain that 
all our citizens are able to harness their tal-
ents, engage in productive work, and partici-

pate fully in society. My Administration is 
working to fulfill this goal for individuals with 
disabilities through the New Freedom Initia-
tive. This comprehensive program helps in-
crease the development and use of assistive 
and universally designed technologies, ex-
pand educational and employment opportu-
nities, and improve access into daily commu-
nity life. By working to reduce barriers and 
change old ways of thinking, we can help en-
sure that our Nation’s opportunities are more 
accessible to all. 

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public 
Law 88–628) approved on October 6, 1964, 
as amended, has designated October 15 of 
each year as ‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 15, 2005, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon public 
officials, business leaders, educators, librar-
ians, and all the people of the United States 
to observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 19. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 15, 2004 

Good morning. This weekend is a momen-
tous time in the history of the Middle East. 
After choosing their leaders in free elections 
in January, the Iraqi people have gone to the 
polls to vote on a democratic constitution. 
This constitution is the result of months of 
debate and compromise by representatives 
of Iraq’s diverse ethnic and religious commu-
nities. These leaders came together to 
produce a document that protects funda-
mental freedoms and lays the foundation for 
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a lasting democracy. Earlier this week, the 
Iraqi people embraced changes to the text 
that have led to its endorsement by some 
Sunni leaders as well as Kurdish and Shi’a 
leaders. Now the people of Iraq will have 
the final say. 

By casting their ballots, the Iraqi people 
deal a severe blow to the terrorists and send 
a clear message to the world: Iraqis will de-
cide the future of their country through 
peaceful elections, not violent insurgency. 
And by their courageous example, they’re 
charting a new course for the entire Middle 
East. 

This weekend’s election is a critical step 
forward in Iraq’s march toward democracy, 
and with each step the Iraqi people take, Al 
Qaida’s vision for the region becomes more 
remote. As Iraqis prepared for this election, 
the world learned of a letter written by a 
leading terrorist explaining why Iraq is the 
central front in their war on civilization. Al 
Qaida’s number two leader, a man named 
Zawahiri, wrote to his chief deputy in Iraq, 
the terrorist Zarqawi. We intercepted this 
letter, and we have released it to the public. 
In it, Zawahiri lays out why Al Qaida views 
Iraq as ‘‘the place for the greatest battle’’ of 
our day. 

He says that establishing Al Qaida’s do-
minion over Iraq is the first step towards 
their larger goal of imposing Islamic radi-
calism across the broader Middle East. 
Zawahiri writes, and I quote, ‘‘The jihad in 
Iraq requires several incremental goals. The 
first stage: Expel the Americans from Iraq. 
The second stage: Establish an Islamic au-
thority over as much territory as you can, to 
spread its power in Iraq. The third stage: Ex-
tend the jihad wave to the secular countries 
neighboring Iraq.’’ End quote. 

This letter shows that Al Qaida intends to 
make Iraq a terrorist haven and a staging 
ground for attacks against other nations, in-
cluding the United States. The letter makes 
equally clear that the terrorists have a prob-
lem: Their campaign of murder and mayhem 
is turning the people against them. The letter 
warns Zarqawi that, quote, ‘‘many of your 
Muslim admirers amongst the common folk 
are wondering about your attacks on the 
Shi’a.’’ End quote. Even Al Qaida recognizes 
that with every random bombing and every 

funeral of a child, the Muslim world sees the 
terrorists for what they really are, murderers 
at war with the Iraqi people. 

These terrorists are driven by an ideology 
that exploits Islam to serve a violent political 
vision: the establishment of a totalitarian em-
pire that denies political and religious free-
dom. This is why the terrorists have fought 
to prevent and disrupt this weekend’s elec-
tions. They understand that the act of voting 
is a rejection of them and their distorted vi-
sion of Islam. Simply by coming out to vote, 
the Iraqi people have shown that they want 
to live in freedom, and they will not accept 
a return to tyranny and terror. 

The terrorists know their only chance for 
success is to break our will and force us to 
retreat. The Al Qaida letter points to Vietnam 
as a model. Zawahiri says, quote, ‘‘The after-
math of the collapse of American power in 
Vietnam and how they ran and left their 
agents is noteworthy.’’ End quote. Al Qaida 
believes that America can be made to run 
again. They are gravely mistaken. America 
will not run, and we will not forget our re-
sponsibilities. 

In Iraq, we have brought down a mur-
derous regime. We have stood by the Iraqi 
people through two elections, and we will 
stand by them until they have established a 
free nation that can govern itself, sustain 
itself, and defend itself. When we do, Iraq 
will be an ally in the war on terror and a 
partner for peace and moderation in the 
Muslim world. And because America stood 
firm in this important fight, our children and 
grandchildren will be safer and more se-
cure.Q02 

Thank you for listening.Q02 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
October 14 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 15. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 14 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Ayman Al- 
Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad 
and senior Al Qaida associate; and senior Al Qaida 
associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 
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Remarks on the Vote Approving the 
Iraqi Constitution 

October 16, 2005 

On behalf of the American people, I’d like 
to congratulate the people of Iraq for the suc-
cessful completion of a vote on their draft 
constitution. By all indications, the turnout 
was greater than the turnout from the last 
January election, which is good news. By all 
indications, the Sunnis participated in greater 
numbers in this election than last time. And 
that’s good news. After all, the purpose of 
a democracy is to make sure everybody is— 
participates in the process. 

I’m also pleased, from the initial indica-
tions, that the level of violence was consider-
ably less than the last election. That’s a trib-
ute to the Iraqis—forces who we’ve trained 
as well as coalition forces that worked hard 
to make sure that democracy could move for-
ward in Iraq. 

This is a very positive day for the Iraqis 
and as well for world peace. Democracies are 
peaceful countries. The vote today in Iraq 
stands in stark contrast to the attitudes and 
philosophy and strategy of Al Qaida and its 
terrorist friends and killers. We believe and 
the Iraqis believe the best way forward is 
through the democratic process. Al Qaida 
wants to use their violent ways to stop the 
march of democracy because democracy is 
the exact opposite of what they believe is 
right. 

We’re making progress toward peace. 
We’re making progress toward an ally that 
will join us in the war on terror, that will 
prevent Al Qaida from establishing safe 
haven in Iraq, and a country that will serve 
as an example for others who aspire to live 
in freedom. 

So, again, I congratulate the Iraqi people. 
I thank you for meeting this milestone. 
Thank you for doing what is right, to set the 
foundation for peace for future generations 
to come. 

Appreciate it. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. on the 
South Grounds at the White House. 

Memorandum on Provision of United 
States Drug Interdiction Assistance 
to the Government of Brazil 
October 16, 2005 

Presidential Determination No. 2006–02 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense 

Subject: Provision of U.S. Drug Interdiction 
Assistance to the Government of Brazil 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. § 2291–4), I hereby cer-
tify, with respect to Brazil, that (1) interdic-
tion of aircraft reasonably suspected to be 
primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking 
in that country’s airspace is necessary be-
cause of the extraordinary threat posed by 
illicit drug trafficking to the national security 
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect 
against innocent loss of life in the air and 
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include 
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed 
against the aircraft. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to publish this determination in the 
Federal Register and to notify Congress of 
this determination. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 17. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Georgi Purvanov of 
Bulgaria and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
October 17, 2005 

President Bush. We’ll have opening state-
ments, two questions a side. Welcome, Mr. 
President. 

Mr. President, your country is a strategic 
ally. It’s been my honor to welcome you to 
the Oval Office, and thank you for a wide- 
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