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serve a violent political vision, the establish-
ment of a totalitarian empire that denies all 
political and religious freedom. These ex-
tremists distort the idea of jihad into a call 
for terrorist murder against Christians and 
Jews and Hindus and against Muslims from 
other traditions, who they regard as heretics. 

Like the ideology of communism, our new 
enemy is elitist, led by a self-appointed van-
guard of Islamic militants that presume to 
speak for the Muslim masses. Like the ide-
ology of communism, our new enemy teaches 
that the innocent can be murdered to serve 
a political vision. Like the ideology of com-
munism, our new enemy pursues totalitarian 
aims. Like the ideology of communism, our 
new enemy is dismissive of free peoples, 
claiming that men and women who live in 
liberty are weak and decadent. And like the 
ideology of communism, Islamic radicalism 
is doomed to fail. 

It will fail because it undermines the free-
dom and creativity that makes human 
progress possible and human societies suc-
cessful. The only thing modern about our en-
emy’s vision is the weapons they want to use 
against us. The rest of their grim vision is 
defined by a warped image of the past, a dec-
laration of war on the idea of progress itself. 
And whatever lies ahead in the war against 
this ideology, the outcome is not in doubt: 
Those who despise freedom and progress 
have condemned themselves to isolation, de-
cline, and collapse. Because free peoples be-
lieve in the future, free peoples will own the 
future. 

We didn’t ask for this global struggle, but 
we are answering history’s call with con-
fidence and a comprehensive strategy. We’re 
working to prevent the attacks of terrorist 
networks before they occur. We’re deter-
mined to deny weapons of mass destruction 
to outlaw regimes and to their terrorist allies 
who would use them without hesitation. 
We’re depriving radical groups of support 
and sanctuary from outlaw regimes. We’re 
stopping the militants from gaining control 
of any nation which they would use as a home 
base and a launching pad for terror. And 
we’re draining the militants of future recruits 
by replacing hatred and resentment with de-
mocracy and hope and freedom across the 
broader Middle East. 

We will prevail in the war on terror, be-
cause this generation is determined to meet 
the threats of our time. We understand our 
duty. We understand our responsibility to the 
American people. There will be tough mo-
ments ahead on this path to victory. Yet, we 
have confidence in our cause because we 
have seen America face down brutal enemies 
before. We have confidence in our cause be-
cause we have seen the power of freedom 
to overcome the dark ideologies of tyranny 
and terror. And we have confidence in our 
cause because we believe, as President Ron-
ald Reagan did, that freedom is ‘‘one of the 
deepest and noblest aspirations of the human 
spirit.’’ 

Thank you all for having us. May God bless 
Ronald Reagan, and may God continue to 
bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert Zucca, exhibits spe-
cialist, Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration; 
Gayle Wilson, wife of former Gov. Pete Wilson 
of California; Ursula Meese, wife of former Attor-
ney General Edwin Meese III; and Mayor Paul 
Miller of Simi Valley, CA. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Remarks to Reporters in Simi Valley 
October 21, 2005 

Mehlis Report on Lebanese Assassination 
Today the United Nations issued what is 

called the Mehlis Report. It’s a report into 
the death of Prime Minister Hariri of Leb-
anon, and the report is deeply disturbing. 
The report suggests that it is—strongly sug-
gests that the politically motivated assassina-
tion could not have taken place without Syr-
ian involvement. 

I called Secretary Rice this morning and 
instructed her to call upon the United Na-
tions to convene a session as quickly as pos-
sible to deal with this very serious matter. 
We have made it clear that the position of 
the United States is that there be no foreign 
involvement in Lebanon. The United Na-
tions made that clear through Resolution 
1559. And today a serious report came out 
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that requires the world to look at it very care-
fully and respond accordingly. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. This item was not received in time 
for inclusion in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 22, 2004 

Good morning. This week I signed into law 
a bill that supports our ongoing efforts to de-
fend our homeland. 

To defend this country, we have to enforce 
our borders. When our borders are not se-
cure, terrorists, drug dealers, and criminals 
find it easier to sneak into America. My ad-
ministration has a clear strategy for dealing 
with this problem: We want to stop people 
from crossing into America illegally and to 
quickly return the illegal immigrants we 
catch back to their home countries. 

For the past 4 years, we’ve been imple-
menting this strategy. To stop illegal immi-
grants from coming across our borders, we’ve 
added manpower, upgraded our technology, 
and taken the final steps necessary to com-
plete a 14-mile barrier running along the San 
Diego border with Mexico. To enforce our 
immigration laws within our borders, we’ve 
hired more immigration agents, gone after 
criminal gangs, and targeted smugglers and 
‘‘coyotes’’ who traffic in human beings. We 
are getting results: Since 2001, we have re-
moved more than 4.8 million illegal immi-
grants from the United States, including 
more than 300,000 with criminal records. 

Our border patrol and immigration agents 
are doing a fine job, but we still have a prob-
lem. Too many illegal immigrants are coming 
in, and we’re capturing many more non- 
Mexican illegal immigrants than we can send 
home. And one of the biggest reasons we 
cannot send them back is that we lack space 
in our detention facilities to hold them until 
they are removed. When there’s no bed avail-
able, non-Mexicans who are caught entering 
our country illegally are given a slip that tells 
them to come back for a court appearance. 
Most never show up, and then they disappear 

back into the shadows of our communities. 
This is called ‘‘catch-and-release,’’ and it is 
unacceptable. 

The bill I signed includes $7.5 billion that 
will help us address the problem of illegal 
immigration in two important ways. First, it 
provides more than $2.3 billion for the Bor-
der Patrol so we can keep more illegal immi-
grants from getting into the country in the 
first place. These funds will help us hire a 
thousand new border patrol agents, improve 
our technology and intelligence, expand and 
improve Border Patrol stations, and install 
and improve fencing, lighting, vehicle bar-
riers, and roads along our border areas. I ap-
preciate the help Congress has given us for 
our common goal of creating more secure 
borders. 

Second, this bill also provides $3.7 billion 
for Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
so we can find and return the illegal immi-
grants who are entering our country. With 
these funds, we can expand the holding ca-
pacity of our detention facilities by 10 per-
cent. This will allow us to hold more non- 
Mexican illegal immigrants while we process 
them through a program we call ‘‘expedited 
removal.’’ This will make the process faster 
and more efficient. Putting more non-Mexi-
can illegal immigrants through expedited re-
moval is crucial to sending back people who 
have come here illegally. As Secretary 
Chertoff told the Senate this week, our goal 
is to return every single illegal entrant, with 
no exceptions. And this bill puts us on the 
path to do that. 

For Mexicans who cross into America ille-
gally, we have a different plan but the same 
goal. Now, most of the 900,000 illegal immi-
grants from Mexico who are caught each year 
are immediately escorted back across the 
border. The problem is that these illegal im-
migrants are able to connect with another 
smuggler or ‘‘coyote’’ and come right back 
in. So one part of the solution is a program 
called ‘‘interior repatriation’’ where we fly or 
bus these illegal immigrants all the way back 
to their hometowns in the interior of Mexico. 
By returning illegal Mexican immigrants to 
their homes, far away from desert crossings, 
we’re saving lives and making it more dif-
ficult for them to turn right around and cross 
back into America. 
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