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to maintain fiscal responsibility as we con-
tinue our assistance to hurricane-affected re-
gions.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 29, 2004

Good morning. This week marked another
important milestone in carrying out our strat-
egy in Iraq. On Tuesday, the Iraqi election
commission formally certified the passage of
the new Iraqi constitution, after nearly 10
million Iraqis turned out to vote on it 2 weeks
ago. This is a moment of tremendous signifi-
cance for Iraq, the region, and the world.
Three years ago, when Saddam Hussein
ruled with an iron grip, the prospect of Iraqis
voting on a democratic constitution would
have been unthinkable. Now, the Iraqi peo-
ple have shown that individual rights and rule
by the people are universal principles and
that these principles can become the basis
for free and decent governments throughout
the Middle East.

The new Iraqi constitution received sup-
port from Iraqis of all ethnic and religious
backgrounds. Iraq’s largest Sunni political
party endorsed the constitution and urged its
followers to approve the draft. Many more
Sunnis participated in this vote than in Janu-
ary’s historic elections, and the level of vio-
lence was also dramatically lower. Even those
who voted against the constitution are now
organizing and preparing for elections in De-
cember.

Just 30 months removed from the rule of
a dictator and 9 months after they first elect-
ed their own leaders, the Iraqi people are
resolving tough issues through an inclusive
political process. And this process is isolating
the extremists who wish to derail democracy
through violence and murder.

The terrorists were also watching the Iraqi
vote. These brutal killers follow a radical ide-
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ology that exploits Islam to serve a violent
political vision. They hope to establish a to-
talitarian state in Iraq that denies all political
and religious freedom, and they hope to use
that country as a base for attacks on all peo-
ple, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, who dis-
agree with their twisted perversion of the
Muslim faith.

The terrorists” goals leave no room for in-
dividual conscience or democratic participa-
tion, so they threatened to kill any Iragi who
went to the polls, including women and the
elderly and even those who opposed the con-
stitution. And they continue to use random
bombings to try to break the will of the Iraqi
people and of coalition forces, as we saw
again this week when the terrorists bombed
two Baghdad hotels.

Instead of surrendering to intimidation,
the Iraqi people once again risked their lives
for their liberty. Instead of turning against
one another, the Iraqi people turned out to
express their will at the polls. And instead
of allowing their nation to become a haven
for terrorists, the Iragis are choosing democ-
racy and freedom for their country.

The political process in Irag now moves
forward. Iraqis will return to the polls in De-
cember to elect a new Government under
their new constitution. This Government will
be our ally in the war on terror, a partner
in the struggle for peace and moderation in
the Muslim world, and an inspiration for peo-
ple across the Middle East to claim their lib-
erty as well.

Our security at home is directly linked to
a Middle East that grows in freedom and
peace. The success of the new Iraqi Govern-
ment is critical to winning the war on terror
and protecting the American people. Ensur-
ing that success will require more sacrifice,
more time, and more resolve, and it will in-
volve more risk for Iraqis and for American
and coalition forces.

The progress we have made so far has in-
volved great sacrifice. The greatest burden
has fallen on our military families. We've lost
some of our Nation’s finest men and women
in the war on terror. Each of them has left
grieving families and loved ones back home.
Each loss of life is heartbreaking. Yet these
patriots have also left a legacy that will allow
generations of their fellow Americans and
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millions of others who have only known op-
pression to enjoy the blessings of liberty.

The best way to honor the sacrifice of our
fallen troops is to complete the mission and
win the war on terror. We will train Iragi
security forces and help a newly elected Gov-
ernment meet the needs of the Iraqi people.
In doing so, we will lay the foundation of
peace for our children and grandchildren.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:52 a.m. on
October 28 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 29.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 28 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Proclamation 7951—Death of Rosa
Parks

October 30, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of
Rosa Parks, I hereby order, by the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws
of the United States of America, that on the
day of her interment, the flag of the United
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White
House and upon all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal
Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions until sunset on such
day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown
at half-staff for the same period at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:51 a.m., November 1, 2005]

NotTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 2.

Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of Samuel A. Alito, Jr.,
To Be an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States
October 31, 2005

Good morning. I'm pleased to announce
my nomination of Judge Samuel A. Alito, Jr.,
as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States. Judge Alito is one of
the most accomplished and respected judges
in America, and his long career in public
service has given him an extraordinary
breadth of experience.

As a Justice Department official, Federal
prosecutor, and judge on the United States
Court of Appeals, Sam Alito has shown a
mastery of the law, a deep commitment of
justice, and a—and he is a man of enormous
character. He’s scholarly, fair-minded, and
principled, and these qualities will serve our
Nation well on the highest Court of the land.

Judge Alito showed great promise from the
beginning in studies at Princeton and Yale
Law School, as editor of the Yale Law Jour-
nal, as a clerk for a Federal court of appeals
judge. He served in the Army Reserves and
was honorably discharged as a captain. Early
in his career, Sam Alito worked as a Federal
prosecutor and handled criminal and civil
matters for the United States. As assistant
to the Solicitor General, he argued 12 cases
before the Supreme Court and has argued
dozens of others before the Federal courts
of appeals.

He served in the Justice Department’s Of-
fice of Legal Counsel, providing constitu-
tional advice for the President and the execu-
tive branch. In 1987, President Ronald
Reagan named him the United States Attor-
ney for the District of New Jersey, the top
prosecutor in one of the Nation’s largest Fed-
eral districts, and he was confirmed by unani-
mous consent by the Senate. He moved ag-
gressively against white-collar and environ-
mental crimes and drug trafficking and orga-
nized crime and violation of civil rights.
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