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wanted to serve our Nation. He was a val-
edictorian of his high school class. He grad-
uated from William & Mary with near-per-
fect grade averages, and he was on a full 
scholarship at Stanford where he was work-
ing toward a doctorate in chemistry. 

Two years after the attacks of September 
the 11th, the young man who had the world 
at his feet came home from Stanford for a 
visit. He told his dad, ‘‘I just don’t feel like 
I’m doing something that matters. I want to 
serve my country. I want to protect our lands 
from terrorists, so I joined the Marines.’’ 
When his father asked him if there was some 
other way to serve, Ryan replied that he felt 
a special obligation to step up because he 
had been given so much. Ryan didn’t support 
me in the last election, but he supported our 
mission in Iraq, and he supported his fellow 
Marines. 

Ryan was killed last month fighting the ter-
rorists near the—Iraq’s Syrian border. In his 
pocket was a poem that Ryan had read at 
his high school graduation, and it rep-
resented the spirit of this fine Marine. The 
poem was called ‘‘Don’t Quit.’’ 

In our fight to keep America free, we’ll 
never quit. We’ve lost wonderful Americans 
like Ryan McGlothlin. We cherish the mem-
ory of each one. We pray the loved ones— 
pray for the loved ones they’ve left behind, 
and we count it a privilege to be citizens of 
a country they served. We also honor them 
by acknowledging that their sacrifice has 
brought us to this moment, the birth of a 
free and sovereign Iraqi nation that will be 
a friend of the United States and a force for 
good in a troubled region of the world. 

The story of freedom has just begun in 
the Middle East. And when the history of 
these days is written, it will tell how America 
once again defended its own freedom by 
using liberty to transform nations from bitter 
foes to strong allies. And history will say that 
this generation, like generations before, laid 
the foundation of peace for generations to 
come. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Joseph 
Gildenhorn, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Scholars; 

former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of the Egyp-
tian Islamic Jihad and senior Al Qaida associate. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on the ‘‘USA 
PATRIOT and Terrorism Prevention 
Reauthorization Act of 2005’’ 
December 14, 2005 

The PATRIOT Act is essential to fighting 
the war on terror and preventing our en-
emies from striking America again. I com-
mend the House for voting today on a bipar-
tisan basis to reauthorize the PATRIOT Act. 

The legislation reauthorizes the 16 
sunsetting provisions and makes all but two 
permanent. It bolsters the law’s significant 
protection of privacy and civil liberties. The 
legislation includes important provisions re-
garding seaport security, mass transportation 
security, and terrorist financing. It creates a 
new National Security Division at the De-
partment of Justice, which was an important 
recommendation of the WMD Commission 
that I support. It includes important provi-
sions to strengthen Federal efforts to combat 
the dangerous proliferation of methamphet-
amine, which has affected communities 
across the Nation. 

The PATRIOT Act is scheduled to expire 
at the end of the month, but the terrorist 
threat will not expire on that schedule. In 
the war on terror, we cannot afford to be 
without this law for a single moment. I urge 
the Senate to pass this legislation promptly 
and reauthorize the PATRIOT Act. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3199. 

Executive Order 13392—Improving 
Agency Disclosure of Information 
December 14, 2005 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to ensure ap-
propriate agency disclosure of information, 
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