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This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 18, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:47 a.m., January 19, 2006] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on January 20. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
January 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to foreign 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process is to continue in effect 
beyond January 23, 2006. The most recent 
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 21, 
2005 (70 FR 3277). 

The crisis with respect to the grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign terrorists 
who disrupt the Middle East peace process 
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, as expanded on 
August 20, 1998, has not been resolved. Ter-
rorist groups continue to engage in activities 
that have the purpose or effect of threatening 
the Middle East peace process and that are 
hostile to United States interests in the re-
gion. Such actions constitute an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 

States. For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to foreign 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process and to maintain in force 
the economic sanctions against them to re-
spond to this threat. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Remarks on the National Economy 
and a Question-and-Answer Session 
in Sterling, Virginia 
January 19, 2006 

The President. Thanks for having me. 
Please be seated. Thanks for coming to say 
hello. What I thought I’d do is share some 
thoughts with you and then answer questions 
for a while. Before I do, I want to thank 
Randy and the Loudoun County Chamber 
of Commerce for setting this up. I appreciate 
you all coming. 

I’ve got something to say, and I hope you 
do as well, as we have a conversation about 
how to make sure this economy of ours con-
tinues to stay robust and strong—so people 
can find work and realize their dreams. 

Before I talk about the economy, I do want 
to say Laura sends her regrets. She came 
home last night about 12:45. She just came 
back from Africa, where she and my daughter 
Barbara and Condi Rice went to witness the 
swearing-in of the first elected woman Presi-
dent on the continent of Africa. They had 
a great trip. She said it was an inspiring inau-
guration. I just wish she’d have tiptoed in 
a little quieter. [Laughter] 

She’s doing great. You know, one of the 
best things about the Presidency is how close 
our family has remained and how wonderful 
a wife and mother she is. And the American 
people are getting to see that. 

Speaking about families, Chuck Kuhn’s 
family is pretty remarkable—turns out his 
mother works for him. [Laughter] That’s the 
opposite in my family. [Laughter] I need a 
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