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First of all, it’s such an honor to be here
at this school. Thank you all for coming.
Every good school requires a couple of
things: one, a good principal—thank you for
doing that—and great teachers and good
support. That’s a super tie; thanks for being
here.

Laura and I are here because we believe
it’s important to spread AP classes all around
the country. This is a unique place. The stu-
dents here are really impressive people. They
have decided to focus on the sciences and
math and engineering. And this school helps
lift their sights—and one way it does so is
to encourage them to take AP.

We want more AP students because we
want more engineers and scientists that are
able to compete with other students around
the world. And so one thing the Government
can do is help train 70,000 teachers all
around the country so that they can teach
students Advanced Placement.

We also want to encourage scientists and
chemists and physicists to come into the
classrooms all around the country to excite
students about the possibilities of science and
engineering. And the reason why is, in order
for America to be a competitive nation in
the years to come, we have got to have a
workforce that is strong in engineering and
science and physics. You know, some would
hope that the competition around the world
will go away—it’s not going to. And so we
have a choice to make: Do we want to retreat,
become protectionist, or do we want to seize
the moment and shape our future?

And so the American Competitiveness Ini-
tiative I've outlined says that America will
continue to lead; we’ll shape our future; and
we’ll make sure our kids are well-versed in
science and math and engineering.

Again, I want to thank you all for letting
us come to your school. It’s a fantastic school.
It really does brighten my hopes about the
future of the country to see you all and see
your enthusiasm for the subjects and to listen
to your very articulate explanations of the dif-
ferent courses you're studying. Thanks a lot.
Appreciate it.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:13 p.m. at Yvonne
A. Ewell Townview Magnet Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Richard White, principal,
the School of Science and Engineering. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks. This item was not received in
time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7979—National
Consumer Protection Week, 2006

February 3, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Consumer Protection
Week, we highlight the importance of con-
sumer education in the ongoing fight against
fraud and encourage consumers to make wise
decisions.

Each year, nearly 25 million adults are vic-
tims of consumer fraud. These crimes dam-
age lives and shake consumer confidence.
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and
other organizations recommend several steps
that Americans can take to help protect
themselves against fraud. First, consumers
should be cautious about giving out personal
information such as Social Security and ac-
count numbers. Second, they should be
aware of the credentials of an organization
before making a transaction, especially
through the mail, over the phone, or on the
Internet. Third, before finalizing a purchase
or agreement, the FTC suggests considering
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offers with care, avoiding immediate deci-
sions, and requesting to have information in
writing. In addition, when using the Internet,
the FTC recommends that consumers exer-
cise caution in responding to solicitations and
that consumers use and regularly update
their anti-virus software and firewall.

My Administration is committed to vig-
orous enforcement of the consumer protec-
tion statutes, and the Department of Justice’s
Office of Consumer Litigation and other
Federal agencies are working diligently to
that end. The FTC is working to fight unso-
licited e-mail under the Controlling the As-
sault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Mar-
keting Act and is establishing new rules
under the Fair and Accurate Credit Trans-
actions Act to further protect against identity
theft. We are protecting American con-
sumers through the National Do-Not-Call
Registry. Millions of Americans have reg-
istered already, and individuals may call 1-
888-382-1222 or visit the Do-Not-Call
website at www.donotcall.gov to have their
number added to the list. Citizens can learn
more about ways to fight fraud from the Na-
tional Consumer Protection Week website at
www.consumer.gov/ncpw. By actively guard-
ing against fraud, consumers can protect
themselves and enhance the strength and in-
tegrity of our Nation’s economy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 5
through February 11, 2006, as National Con-
sumer Protection Week. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, industry leaders, and con-
sumer advocates to provide citizens with in-
formation about how they can be responsible
consumers, and I encourage all citizens to
take an active role in protecting their per-
sonal information.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 7, 2006]
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NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 8. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Certain Reporting Function

February 3, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Labor

Subject: Assignment of Certain Reporting
Function

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, I hereby assign to you the func-
tion of the President contained within section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1641(c)), to provide the specified final
report to the Congress in relation to Procla-
mation 7959 of November 3, 2005.

This function may be further delegated to
the Deputy Secretary of Labor.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 7, 2006]

NoTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on February 8. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 4, 2006

Good morning. This week in the State of
the Union Address, I set forth my American
Competitiveness Initiative. This plan will
help our Nation to compete with confidence,
raise the standard of living for our families,
and generate new jobs for our citizens.

Generations of risk-takers, inventors, and
visionaries have made America the world’s
most prosperous and innovative nation. Just
25 years ago, most Americans used type-
writers instead of computers, rotary phones
instead of cell phones, and bank tellers in-
stead of ATMs. Today, America is at the
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