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We live in extraordinary times. These are 
exciting times. They are times that require 
a firm conviction in our beliefs that all people 
are created equal. We’ve seen the fall of bru-
tal tyrants and the rise of democracy. We’re 
also seeing women take their rightful place 
in societies that were once closed and op-
pressive. And the United States welcomes 
the arrival of women into these oppressive 
societies. There’s no doubt in my mind, em-
powering women in new democracies will 
make those democracies better countries and 
help lay the foundation of peace for genera-
tions to come. 

So Laura and I welcome you to the White 
House. We’re really glad you’re here. We’re 
so glad you’re here, we’re about to throw a 
reception on your behalf. [Laughter] And we 
wish you to enjoy it. 

May God bless everybody here. May God 
bless your families, and may God bless our 
respective nations. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan; former Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor; President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf of Liberia; Chancellor Angela Merkel of 
Germany; President-elect Michelle Bachelet of 
Chile; President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the 
Philippines; Irina Krasovskaya and Svyatlana 
Zavadskaya, widows of prodemocracy advocates 
who disappeared in Belarus; and Aung San Suu 
Kyi, leader of the National League for Democracy 
in Burma. The transcript released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary also included the remarks 
of the First Lady, who introduced the President. 

Remarks on Election Day in 
Crawford, Texas 

March 7, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. 
Q. Was it worth coming? 
The President. Yes, you bet. It’s always 

good to come home to vote. And I urge all 
people to vote when given a chance. It’s also 
good to be home in Texas—get a little rest 
here in my homestead and then heading over 
to New Orleans tomorrow and Mississippi. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:43 p.m. at the 
Crawford Fire Department. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks. 

Executive Order 13397— 
Responsibilities of the Department 
of Homeland Security With Respect 
to Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives 

March 7, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
help the Federal Government coordinate a 
national effort to expand opportunities for 
faith-based and other community organiza-
tions and to strengthen their capacity to bet-
ter meet America’s social and community 
needs, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of a Center for 
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives at 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

(a) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
(Secretary) shall establish within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (Department) a 
Center for Faith-Based and Community Ini-
tiatives (Center). 

(b) The Center shall be supervised by a 
Director appointed by Secretary. The Sec-
retary shall consult with the Director of the 
White House Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives (WHOFBCI Direc-
tor) prior to making such appointment. 

(c) The Department shall provide the Cen-
ter with appropriate staff, administrative sup-
port, and other resources to meet its respon-
sibilities under this order. 

(d) The Center shall begin operations no 
later than 45 days from the date of this order. 

Sec. 2. Purpose of Center. The purpose 
of the Center shall be to coordinate agency 
efforts to eliminate regulatory, contracting, 
and other programmatic obstacles to the par-
ticipation of faith-based and other commu-
nity organizations in the provision of social 
and community services. 

Sec. 3. Responsibilities of the Center for 
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives. In 
carrying out the purpose set forth in section 
2 of this order, the Center shall: 
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