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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 31, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 3.

Proclamation 7994—National
Donate Life Month, 2006

March 29, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Donate Life Month is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the tremendous gen-
erosity of those who have saved lives by be-
coming organ, tissue, marrow, and blood do-
nors and to encourage more Americans to
follow their fine example.

Last year, more than 28,000 organ trans-
plants took place in the United States—more
than at any other time in history. Despite
this progress, more than 90,000 of our fellow
citizens remain on a waiting list for a dona-
tion, and many lives are lost each year while
waiting for organ transplants. Through pro-
grams like the Workplace Partnership for
Life, sponsored by the Department of Health
and Human Services, my Administration re-
mains committed to supporting organ, mar-
row, tissue, and blood donations. As public
and private organizations work together, we
will educate more Americans about the im-
portance of giving life.

During National Donate Life Month, I
urge more Americans to make the decision
to donate the gift of life. Individuals can learn
more about becoming an organ and tissue
donor at www.organdonor.gov. By saying yes
to organ and tissue donation on their driver’s
licenses, adding their name to donor reg-
istries, or talking about their decision with
family and friends, citizens help save lives
and contribute to a more compassionate and
hopeful society.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2006 as Na-
tional Donate Life Month. I call upon health
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care professionals, volunteers, educators,
government agencies, faith-based and com-
munity groups, and private organizations to
help raise awareness about the urgent need
for organ and tissue donors throughout our
Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 31, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 3.

Exchange With Reporters in Cancun,
Mexico

March 30, 2006

Jill Carroll

Q. Mr. President, do you have a reaction
to Jill Carroll's release?

The President. Thank God.

Q. What is your reaction?

The President. I'm really grateful she was
released and thank those who worked hard
for her release, and we’re glad she’s alive.

It’s good to see you all. And I'd like to
make sure you work more than you play.

Trade With Canada

Q. Are you optimistic you can resolve the
softwood dispute today?
The President. I'm always optimistic.

NoTE: The exchange began at 8:07 a.m. at the
LeBlanc Spa and Resort. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to American journalist Jill Carroll,
who was taken hostage in Baghdad, Iraq, on Janu-
ary 7 and released on March 30. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Remarks Following a Tour of the
Chichen-Itza Archaeological Ruins
With President Vicente Fox of
Mexico and Prime Minister Stephen
Harper of Canada in Chichen-Itza,
Mexico

March 30, 2006

[At this point, President Fox spoke in Span-
ish, and no translation was provided.]

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much for your hospitality. This is a good
start to a very important series of discussions.
It is an honor to be here with the Prime Min-
ister of Canada as well. We’ve got vital rela-
tions that will matter to the future of our
people. And I look forward to the discus-
sions.

And I want to thank you for letting us
begin our very important meetings at this
very significant historical site. And I con-
gratulate our guide, and I want to thank those
who have worked hard to make sure this im-
portant part of history is accessible and is
available for people to understand the past,
so we can better understand the future.

So Mr. President, thank you for having us.

[Prime Minister Harper spoke in French, and
no translation was provided. He then contin-
ued in English.]

Prime Minister Harper. And I can repeat
the same thing quickly, if you don’t mind.
Forgive us; that's how we speak Spanish in
the north. [Laughter] Wonderful to be here.
Thank you for the welcome, President Fox.
I think we stand here in a historic site, a
symbol here of our determination to build
a new future for all inhabitants of North
America. And I am honored to be with Presi-
dent Bush and President Fox and look for-
ward to our discussions.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
President Vicente Fox of Mexico in
Cancun, Mexico

March 30, 2006

President Fox. We are ready. Good after-
noon. I would like to welcome President
Bush to Quintana Roo, to Cancun, and to
Mexico. It is a great honor to have him here,
particularly in this place in Cancun, which
is all set and receiving many visitors. But the
best visitors are President Bush and Prime
Minister Harper, with our working agenda
that will be fruitful and positive for the three
countries in Latin America.

Some words from Mr. Bush.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much. First of all, thanks for inviting
us to Cancun. It's such a beautiful part of
the world. The hospitality is magnificent. I
know you were hit hard by hurricanes, which
reminds me that I need to thank you and
the Mexican people for your strong support
and help after Hurricane Katrina.

I will never forget being on the—in the
gulf coast area of my country, helping peo-
ple—lift people’s spirits. And we went to a
school that had been destroyed by Katrina,
a little elementary school. And there was the
Navy construction team working side by side
with members of the Mexican Navy. It was
a great sign of cooperation, and it reflects
the spirit of friendship that defines the rela-
tionship between our two countries and de-
fines our personal relationship.

When you were speaking, I thought about
the first time I went to visit you. I was newly-
elected and flew down to your fantastic
ranch. And that started a very important rela-
tionship. And I think it’s important for the
people of our countries to know that while
we haven’t agreed on every single issue, that
nevertheless, we work in the spirit of friend-
ship and cooperation.

Today we had a very important discussion.
We discussed border security. The President
understands, and I understand, we have an
obligation to secure our borders. And I want
to thank your Government for sending out
such a strong statement about the need for—
that the shared responsibility we have. In
other words, border security is not just one
country’s prerogative; it’s the prerogative and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T07:47:41-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




