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Murder Investigation in Cancun 
Q. My question is to President Fox, and 

I wonder if we could prevail upon you, sir, 
to answer it in English. A few weeks ago, 
there was a very bloody murder here with 
the Ianiero family in Cancun. Two young Ca-
nadian mothers are very concerned, back in 
Canada, that Mexican authorities have mis-
takenly made them suspects amidst concerns, 
also in Canada, the Mexicans may have bun-
gled this investigation. Can you tell us where 
this investigation is going, and can you assure 
those two young women, indeed, they are not 
suspects? 

President Fox. Well, we are absolutely 
sorry, and we have our, well, feelings that 
a crime has been carried out here in a hotel 
in Cancun. The attorneyship office is work-
ing, both the Federal one and the local one— 
they’re working on the investigation. When 
the data is ready and when they finally de-
cide, we can claim which are the guilty peo-
ple. As of now, that is the only information 
we have at hand. We’re working closely. We 
are reporting to the Government and the au-
thorities of Canada. Investigation is being 
carried out. So far we cannot make any fur-
ther comments. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Harper. ——say that we 
do appreciate the full cooperation of the 
Mexican Government, Mexican police at all 
levels. There has been consultation with our 
officials, and I’ve spoken to the RCMP, and 
they assure me that that has been the case, 
particularly since the commitments made by 
Secretary Derbez in Ottawa. So we are work-
ing together in this; we’re fully apprised of 
the situation. I can just add one small thing, 
which is that we’re told once again, and I 
think we’ve been saying this repeatedly for 
some time, there is no extradition pending— 
extradition demand pending, nor is there one 
anticipated in the near future. And that’s 
probably about all I can say. 

President Fox. Muchas gracias. 

NOTE: The news conference began at 10:45 a.m. 
in the Fiesta Americana Condesa Cancun Hotel. 
President Fox spoke in Spanish, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. Portions of 
Prime Minister Harper’s remarks were in French, 
and an English translation was provided. Prime 
Minister Harper referred to Minister of Public 
Safety Stockwell Day of Canada; and Secretary 

of Foreign Affairs Luis Ernesto Derbez Bautista 
of Mexico. President Fox referred to Secretary of 
Government Jose Carlos Maria Abascal Carranza 
of Mexico. 
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Canada, Mexico and the United States 
share a continued commitment to enhance 
the security, prosperity and quality of life of 
our citizens within North America. We rec-
ognize that the success of our countries is 
enhanced by working cooperatively. The Se-
curity and Prosperity Partnership of North 
America, which celebrates its first anniver-
sary this month, provides a framework for 
us to advance collaboration in areas as di-
verse as security, transportation, the environ-
ment and public health. 

This Partnership has increased our institu-
tional contacts to respond to our vision of 
a stronger, more secure, and more pros-
perous region. In June 2005, our three gov-
ernments released detailed work-plans iden-
tifying key initiatives that form an ambitious 
agenda of collaboration. Since June, we have 
worked to implement these initiatives. Many 
will take months or years to be completed, 
but we already note significant results. We 
ask our Ministers to build on this momen-
tum. 

We have discussed how we can ensure 
North America is the most economically dy-
namic region in the world and a secure home 
for our citizens. Today, we exchanged views 
with private sector leaders on how to en-
hance the competitiveness of North America. 

Building on existing commitments, we 
agree that priority initiatives warrant special 
attention in the coming year: 

Strengthening Competitiveness in North 
America. We are pleased to announce the 
creation of a North American Competitive-
ness Council (NACC). The Council will com-
prise members of the private sector from 
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each country and will provide us rec-
ommendations on North American competi-
tiveness, including, among others, areas such 
as automotive and transportation, steel, man-
ufacturing, and services. The Council will 
meet annually with security and prosperity 
Ministers and will engage with senior govern-
ment officials on an ongoing basis. 

We are convinced that regulatory coopera-
tion advances the productivity and competi-
tiveness of our nations and helps to protect 
our health, safety and environment. For in-
stance, cooperation on food safety will help 
protect the public while at the same time 
facilitate the flow of goods. We affirm our 
commitment to strengthen regulatory co-
operation in this and other key sectors and 
to have our central regulatory agencies com-
plete a trilateral regulatory cooperation 
framework by 2007. 

North American Emergency Manage-
ment. A disaster—whether natural or man- 
made—in one of our countries can have con-
sequences across national borders. Our vision 
for a North American response, relief and 
recovery strategy would ensure that critical 
equipment, supplies and personnel can be 
deployed expeditiously throughout North 
America. We commit to develop a common 
approach to critical infrastructure protection, 
coordinated responses to cross border inci-
dents, and coordinated training and exer-
cises, with the participation of all levels of 
government in our countries. 

Avian and Human Pandemic Influenza. 
Given the highly integrated nature of our 
economies, an outbreak of pathogenic avian 
flu or human pandemic influenza in any one 
of our countries would affect us all. Today, 
we have agreed to develop a comprehensive, 
science-based and coordinated approach 
within North America to avian influenza and 
human pandemic influenza management. 
We have endorsed a set of shared principles 
to underpin cooperative activities by our 
Governments in all stages of avian influenza 
and human pandemic influenza manage-
ment: prevention; preparedness; response; 
and recovery. Pursuant to these principles, 
officials will develop, as an immediate pri-
ority, incident management protocols to en-
sure that we are well prepared in advance 
of an outbreak in North America. For in-

stance, we have agreed to work together to 
accelerate research, development, produc-
tion, and availability of human pandemic in-
fluenza vaccines, and develop a strategy to 
best facilitate the sharing of information to 
enhance the availability of vaccines to the re-
gion. We will also establish a small Coordi-
nating Body of senior officials to ensure fol-
low-up on these commitments. 

North American Energy Security. A sus-
tainable, secure and affordable supply of en-
ergy is key to fueling the North American 
economy. Collaboration in the areas of inno-
vation, energy efficiency, and technology de-
velopment, including moving these tech-
nologies to market, promotes energy secu-
rity. Our governments renew their commit-
ment to trilateral cooperation on clean en-
ergy technologies, conservation, and market 
facilitation as a means to meeting our shared 
goals of energy security and sustainable de-
velopment. Officials will also examine how 
this cooperation can be expanded to further 
our climate efforts. 

North American Smart, Secure Borders. 
Our vision is to have a border strategy that 
results in the fast, efficient and secure move-
ment of low-risk trade and travelers to and 
within North America, while protecting us 
from threats including terrorism. In imple-
menting this strategy, we will encourage in-
novative risk-based approaches to improving 
security and facilitating trade and travel. 
These include close coordination on infra-
structure investments and vulnerability as-
sessments, screening and processing of trav-
elers, baggage and cargo, a single integrated 
North American trusted traveler program, 
and swift law enforcement responses to 
threats posed by criminals or terrorists, in-
cluding advancing a trilateral network for the 
protection of judges and officers. 

The Security and Prosperity Partnership of 
North America represents a broad and ambi-
tious agenda. We instruct our Ministers to 
develop options to strengthen the SPP and 
present them next June as part of the second 
report on progress of the SPP. 

President Fox and President Bush were 
pleased to accept, on behalf of their coun-
tries, Prime Minister Harper’s invitation to 
host the next trilateral leaders meeting in 
Canada in 2007. 
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NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 
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Vicente Fox of Mexico—The Security 
and Prosperity Partnership of North 
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March 31, 2006 

The three leaders of North America 
agreed to advance the agenda of the Security 
and Prosperity Partnership of North America 
(SPP) by focusing on five high priority initia-
tives: 

The North American Competitiveness 
Council. Increasing private sector engage-
ment in the SPP by adding high-level busi-
ness input will assist governments in enhanc-
ing North America’s competitive position and 
engage the private sector as partners in find-
ing solutions. The Council will: 

• Consider issues that could be addressed 
trilaterally or bilaterally, as improve-
ments in our bilateral relationships en-
hance North American competitiveness. 

• Address issues of immediate importance 
and provide strategic medium and long- 
term advice. 

• Provide input on the compatibility of 
our security and prosperity agendas, 
given the linkages between security and 
prosperity in a global marketplace. 

• Offer ideas on the private sector’s role 
in promoting North American competi-
tiveness. 

Advancing Cooperation on Avian and 
Pandemic Influenza. Leaders agreed to the 
following principles to guide collaboration on 
all stages of avian or pandemic influenza 
management: 

• Share information among our govern-
ments in an open, timely and trans-
parent manner. 

• Adopt an integrated and comprehensive 
approach that incorporates animal and 
public health aspects in managing avian 
influenza and influenza pandemics. 

• Ensure coordination within our respec-
tive national governments on all aspects 
of emergency management for an avian 

influenza outbreak or a human influ-
enza pandemic, by building on existing 
mechanisms of cooperation and 
strengthening them as required. 

• Coordinate our actions and leverage our 
respective capacities to ensure rapid 
and effective steps are taken to deal 
with avian influenza outbreaks or a 
human influenza pandemic in North 
America. 

• Advise one another in advance of mak-
ing any decision that could seriously af-
fect the other countries. 

• Base our actions on the best available 
science and evidence-based decision- 
making. 

• Agree that the imposition and removal 
of veterinary or public health measures 
on the movement of people, animals, 
and goods, under our national laws and 
international obligations, will not be 
more restrictive or maintained longer 
than necessary to achieve the veterinary 
or public health objective so as to avoid 
unnecessary interference with the 
movement of people and goods within 
North America. 

• Ensure that the business continuity 
plans of our respective governments 
consider the highly interconnected na-
ture of our economies. 

• Strive to utilize clear and consistent 
messaging to the public and inter-
national organizations that is proactive, 
timely and accurate. 

North American Energy Security Ini-
tiative. A secure and sustainable energy sup-
ply is essential for our economic prosperity 
in North America. To advance our energy 
agenda we have agreed to: 

• Enhance the development of a diverse 
energy resource base in North America 
by increasing collaboration on research, 
development and commercialization of 
clean energy-related technologies, and 

• Strengthen the North American energy 
market by improving transparency and 
regulatory compatibility, promoting the 
development of resources and infra-
structure, increasing cooperation on en-
ergy efficiency standards, and sup-
porting other efforts aimed at address-
ing challenges on the demand side. 
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