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Thanks for your time. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at Cen-
tral Piedmont Community College. In his re-
marks, he referred to Firoz Peera, chair, World
Affairs Council of Charlotte; P. Anthony Zeiss,
president, Central Piedmont Community College,
and his wife, Beth; Mayor Patrick McCrory of
Charlotte, NC; Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, senior
Al Qaida leader responsible for planning the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attack, who was cap-
tured in Pakistan on March 1, 2003; Ramzi bin
al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of help-
ing to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tack, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan, Sep-
tember 11, 2002; Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization; Ayman Al-
Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad
and senior Al Qaida associate; President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan; President Hamid Karzai
of Afghanistan; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al
Zarqawi; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq;
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and
former Secretary of State Colin L. Powell.

Remarks on Immigration Reform
Legislation in Charlotte, North
Carolina

April 6, 2006

I'm pleased that Republicans and Demo-
crats in the United States Senate are working
together to get a bipartisan comprehensive
energy bill—let me start over. I'm pleased
that Republicans and Democrats in the
United States Senate are working together
to get a comprehensive immigration bill.

I want to thank the efforts of those in-
volved in the process. I appreciate their un-
derstanding there needs to be a comprehen-
sive immigration bill. T recognize there are
still details to be worked out. I would encour-
age the Members to work hard to get the
bill done prior to the upcoming break.

Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. at the
North Carolina Air National Guard base at Char-
lotte-Douglas International Airport.
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Remarks Honoring NCAA
Championship Teams
April 6, 2006

Thank you all. Welcome. Please sit down.
Thanks for coming. It’s an honor to welcome
outstanding athletes to the White House. I
welcome the athletes and their coaches. We
offer our congratulations, and we're thrilled
to call you national champs.

I'd like to say, Champions Day is also Na-
tional Student Athlete Day. It’s a chance for
us to honor those who excel on the field as
well as those in the classroom. I'm especially
pleased to welcome the Members of the
United States Congress here, Senators and
Congressmen from the States that we’re hon-
oring. Thank you all for coming. Proud you're
here. I know you'll want to congratulate the
coaches and the team members after these
brief remarks. We want to welcome the
school officials who are here.

Today is the day we recognize that millions
have competed in the NCAA, but only a few
become champs. And the first champs we
honor are the mighty Florida Gators, ably
coached by Billy Donovan. People are mak-
ing hand gestures back there.

I want you all to recognize that the Gators
started the season with 17 wins in a row, and
they ended with 11 in a row—the most im-
portant 11 wins of the season. They have a
following all over the country, including my
brother. [Laughter] I'm pleased to welcome
you here. I'm also pleased to remind the
Gator fans the captain of your team, Adrian
Moss, was from Humble, Texas. [Laughter]

We have three teams today from the great
State of Maryland. Perhaps one theme of
Champion’s Day is: Fear the Turtle.

I want to welcome Brenda Frese and the
University of Maryland women’s basketball
team. They are the NCAA’s newest national
champions. Less than 48 hours ago, they
were cutting down the nets in Boston. Here
they are soaking up the sun in the White
House. We welcome you here. We marvel
at your dramatic overtime win, and we thank
you for being such fantastic athletes.

We also welcome the University of Mary-
land field hockey team. Missy Meharg is with
us as well. These women were the number
one seed in the NCAA tournament, and they
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