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Proclamation 7999—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 2006

April 7, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Pan American Day and Pan Amer-
ican Week, we honor the commitment to lib-
erty and common values we share with our
Pan American neighbors.

The love of freedom has deep roots in the
Pan American community. Not long after the
United States won independence from Brit-
ain, patriots throughout the Americas were
inspired to take their own stand. Today, there
are more than 30 democratic countries in the
region, and through the Organization of
American States, leaders in the Western
Hemisphere have an opportunity to discuss
shared goals, promote prosperity, and
strengthen democratic governance and insti-
tutions.

One of the surest ways to make oppor-
tunity real for all our citizens is through free
and fair trade. In August 2005, I signed legis-
lation to implement the Dominican Repub-
lic-Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR). Our invest-
ment and trade through the CAFTA-DR will
help build a better life for our citizens, and
by reducing trade barriers, we can make our
region more competitive in the global econ-
omy. Strong economic ties with democracies
in our hemisphere foster stability and secu-
rity and help lay the foundation for peace
for generations to come.

The people of the Western Hemisphere
are united by history, geography, and shared
ideals. We will continue our important work
to build a region that lives in liberty and
grows in prosperity.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by

the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2006,
as Pan American Day and April 9 through
April 15, 2006, as Pan American Week. I
urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the officials of other areas under the flag
of the United States of America to honor
these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:50 a.m., April 10, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 8000—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 2006

April 7, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On National D.A.R.E. Day, we honor the
dedicated police officers and all those in-
volved in the Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (D.A.R.E.) program and underscore
our commitment to helping young people say
no to drugs and violence. By promoting posi-
tive youth development, D.A.R.E. programs
across our country are helping our children
make the right choices and build lives of pur-
pose.
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Since 1983, D.A.R.E. has taught young
people how to recognize and resist the pres-
sure to be involved in drugs, gangs, and vio-
lent activities. The D.A.R.E. program brings
police officers into the classroom to answer
tough questions about drugs and crime,
teaches students how to avoid temptation,
and encourages communication between
young people and law enforcement. This pro-
gram strengthens our communities and pro-
vides our children with a strong foundation
for success.

My Administration remains committed to
helping our young people overcome the dan-
gers of violence and the use of illegal sub-
stances. The Helping America’s Youth initia-
tive, led by First Lady Laura Bush, encour-
ages local partnerships that empower fami-
lies, schools, and communities to help young
people reach their full potential. We are also
strengthening youth drug prevention efforts
on the State and local levels with the Stra-
tegic Prevention Framework and the Drug
Free Communities program. These initia-
tives tailor prevention strategies to local
needs and give community organizations the
power to identify challenges and take actions
to overcome them.

In 2005, the National Youth Anti-Drug
Media Campaign and the Partnership for a
Drug-Free America launched Above the In-
fluence, an advertising and online campaign
to encourage teens to reject drug use and
other negative pressures. My Administration
has also hosted a series of summits to educate
community leaders and school officials on
successful student drug testing.

The struggle against alcohol abuse, drugs,
and violence is a national, state, and local ef-
fort. Parents, teachers, volunteers, D.A.R.E.
officers, and all those who help our young
people grow into responsible, successful
adults are strengthening our country and
contributing to a future of hope for everyone.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 11, 2006,
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon young
people and all Americans to fight drug use
and violence in our communities. I also urge
our citizens to support the law enforcement

Apr. 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

officials, volunteers, teachers, health care
professionals, and all those who work to help
our children avoid drug use and violence.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:50 a.m., April 10, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 8, 2006

Good morning. This week, Members of
the United States Senate reached a prom-
ising bipartisan compromise on comprehen—
sive immigration reform. Unfortunately, this
compromise is being blocked by the Senate
Democratic leader, who has refused to allow
Senators to move forward and vote on
amendments to this bill. I call on the Senate
Minority Leader to end his blocking tactics
and allow the Senate to do its work and pass
a fair, effective immigration reform bill.

Immigration is an emotional issue and a
vitally important one. At its core, immigra-
tion is the sign of a confident and successful
nation. It says something about our country
that people around the world are willing to
leave their homes, leave their families, and
risk everything to come to America. Their
talent, hard work, and love of freedom have
helped make America a vibrant, strong na-
tion. And by reforming our immigration laws
to meet the realities of the 21st century, we
will ensure that America remains a beacon
of liberty for generations to come.

I made clear that a comprehensive immi-
gration reform bill must include three ele-
ments. First, comprehensive immigration re-
form must secure our borders. Since I took
office, we've increased funding for border se-
curity by 66 percent, and Federal agents have
apprehended and sent home more than 6
million people entering this country illegally,
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