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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:36 a.m. on 
April 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 15. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on April 14 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Taxes and the National Economy in 
Sterling, Virginia 
April 17, 2006 

I want to thank Carlos and Owen and 
Adam for inviting us to their business. I also 
want to thank the other folks that we had 
a discussion with for coming over. We’ve got 
folks that have benefited from the tax relief, 
both as a small-business owner and/or an em-
ployee—except for Mike; he’s a firefighter. 
And it’s been a good discussion. 

Here’s what I come away with: One, the 
tax relief helped small businesses a lot. And 
since small businesses create two-thirds of 
the new jobs of America, it is no wonder that 
our job base is expanding. When you help 
the small-business owner with tax relief, 
you’re helping to create employment. And 
that’s what we’re seeing across the country. 
We’ve added 5.1 million new jobs in the last 
21⁄2 years. A lot of it has to do with the fact 
that our small-business owners are confident, 
and they’re investing, and they’re expanding 
the job base. 

I talked to Shannon Bennett. She’s a single 
mom with one young son who saved about 
$1,200 or $1,300 on her taxes this past year. 
And it’s important for her family that she has 
got some additional money. Owen—I mean, 
Mike has got three children. He’s a fire-
fighter. The tax relief helped. In other words, 
tax relief helped the small-business owner; 
it’s helped our families. 

And what’s interesting is, the tax relief is 
set to expire. Actually, there’s some Demo-
crats in Congress who would like to raise 
taxes now. And if that happens, it will be a 
tax increase no one expects, no one wants. 
It will be like getting hit by one of these gran-
ite rocks. 

And so I strongly urge the United States 
Congress to understand the positive effects 

of the tax relief and to keep the taxes low— 
keep the taxes low on the working people, 
keep the taxes low on these small-business 
owners, so that we continue—so that we can 
continue to be the—an economy that leads 
the world. 

And I want to thank you for your time, 
letting us come by. It’s tax day, and it’s a 
day to recommit ourselves to low taxes. It’s 
a day that understands that when these peo-
ple filing out their forms and writing checks 
to the Government, that it’s the people’s 
money that’s coming to Washington, DC. 
And we intend to let people keep more of 
their own money, for the sake of the econ-
omy and for the sake of our families. 

So thanks for letting us come by. Appre-
ciate your hard work. I love the fact that 
you’re living the American Dream. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at Eu-
ropa Stone Distributors, Inc. In his remarks, he 
referred to Carlos Varela, co-owner and president, 
Owen Werthmann, co-owner and vice president, 
and Adam Mahmud, co-owner and vice president, 
Europa Stone Distributors, Inc.; and Miguel 
‘‘Mike’’ Obleas, firefighter, Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department. 

Memorandum on Designation of 
Officers of the Social Security 
Administration 
April 17, 2006 

Memorandum for the Commissioner of Social 
Security 

Subject: Designation of Officers of the Social 
Security Administration 

By the authority vested in me as President 
under the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 
3345 et seq., I hereby order that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. 
During any period when both the Com-

missioner of Social Security (Commissioner) 
and the Deputy Commissioner of Social Se-
curity (Deputy Commissioner) have died, re-
signed, or otherwise become unable to per-
form the functions and duties of the office 
of Commissioner, the following officers of 
the Social Security Administration, in the 
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order listed, shall perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Commissioner, if they 
are eligible to act as Commissioner under the 
provisions of the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, until such time as the Commis-
sioner or Deputy Commissioner is able to 
perform the functions and duties of the office 
of Commissioner: 

Chief of Staff; 
Deputy Commissioner for Operations; 
Regional Commissioner, Philadelphia; and 
Regional Commissioner, Dallas. 
Sec. 2. Exceptions. 
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 1 in an acting capacity, 
by virtue of so serving, shall act as Commis-
sioner pursuant to this memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains discre-
tion, to the extent permitted by the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 
et seq., to depart from this memorandum in 
designating an acting Commissioner. 

Sec. 3. Prior Memorandum Superseded. 
This memorandum supersedes the Presi-

dential Memorandum of May 9, 2002, enti-
tled ‘‘Designation of Officers of the Social 
Security Administration.’’ 

Sec. 4. Publication. 
You are authorized and directed to publish 

this memorandum in the Federal Register. 
George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 10:42 a.m., April 18, 2006] 

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on April 19. 

Remarks on the Nomination of Rob 
Portman To Be Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget and 
Susan C. Schwab To Be United States 
Trade Representative and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
April 18, 2006 

The President. Good morning. Today I’m 
announcing my nomination of two out-
standing individuals to serve in my Cabinet 
and on my economic team. 

First, I will nominate Rob Portman to be 
the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget. Rob will replace Josh Bolten, 
who this week started in his new role as my 
Chief of Staff. The Office of Management 
and Budget is one of the most essential agen-
cies of our Government. The OMB has a 
central responsibility of implementing the 
full range of my administration’s agenda, 
from defense programs that will keep our 
people secure, to energy initiatives that will 
break our dependence on oil, to tax policies 
that keep our economy growing and creating 
jobs. 

In these and other areas, the job of the 
OMB Director is to ensure that the Govern-
ment spends the taxpayers’ money wisely or 
not at all. He is the person in charge of meet-
ing our goal to cutting the budget deficit in 
half by 2009. And he is responsible for man-
aging Federal programs efficiently. The 
American people deserve results for every 
hard-earned dollar they send to Washington. 

The job of OMB Director is really an im-
portant post, and Rob Portman is the right 
man to take it on. Rob’s talent, expertise, and 
record of success are well known within my 
administration and on Capitol Hill. For the 
past 11 months, Rob has served as United 
States Trade Representative. When he took 
the job, I told him to focus on opening new 
markets for American exports to ensure that 
our producers and farmers are treated fairly 
and to get Congress to pass the Central 
American-Dominican Republic Free Trade 
Agreement. He’s accomplished those goals. 

I signed CAFTA into law last summer, and 
Rob Portman and his staff completed trade 
agreements with Bahrain, Oman, Peru, and 
Colombia. He also re-energized the Doha 
trade talks at the World Trade Organization. 
Before joining my Cabinet, Rob represented 
the 2d District of Ohio in the United States 
Congress for more than a decade. He was 
a key part of the House leadership. He was 
an influential member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, and he served as vice 
chairman of the Budget Committee. 

His legislative achievements range from 
reforming the Internal Revenue Service, pro-
viding tax relief for working families, to en-
couraging retirement savings. Rob’s leader-
ship in Congress was also marked by an abil-
ity to work across the aisle and bring people 
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