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Naval Academy football team; and Vice Adm. 
Rodney P. Rempt, USN, superintendent, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Members of the Senate 

April 25, 2006 

I want to thank the Members of the 
United States Senate for joining on a very 
important discussion, and the discussion was 
how to get a comprehensive immigration bill 
out of the United States Senate. 

I will report to the American people that 
there is a common desire to have a bill that 
enforces the border, a bill that has interior 
enforcement—in other words, a bill that will 
hold people to account for hiring somebody 
who is here illegally but a bill that also recog-
nizes we must have a temporary-worker pro-
gram, a bill that does not grant automatic 
amnesty to people but a bill that says, some-
body who is working here on a legal basis 
has the right to get in line to become a cit-
izen. 

I thank the Members, both Republicans 
and Democrats, for taking on this really hard, 
hard assignment. It’s important that we re-
form a system that is not working. It’s impor-
tant that we uphold the values of the United 
States of America. It’s important that we 
treat people with dignity. 

And I strongly believe that we have a 
chance to get an immigration bill that is com-
prehensive in nature to my desk before the 
end of this year. 

And again, I want to thank both the Re-
publicans and Democrats for the spirit of 
hard work. I particularly want to thank Sen-
ator Kennedy and Senator McCain for taking 
the lead on this important bill on the floor 
of the United States Senate. And I assured 
the Members that I look forward to working 
with them as they try to get a bill out of 
the Senate by Memorial Day and into con-
ference. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Additional Funds To 
Support Recovery Efforts in the Gulf 
Coast 
April 25, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
To provide additional resources to assist 

the greater New Orleans region to continue 
its recovery from the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I ask the Congress to consider 
the enclosed requests for an additional $2.2 
billion for the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps), which is in addition to amounts re-
quested on February 16th. This additional 
amount is offset by a $2.2 billion reduction 
in the amount requested on February 16th 
for the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund. 

The revised Corps request, which now to-
tals $3.7 billion, replaces the previous supple-
mental request for the Corps that was sub-
mitted on February 16th. This revised re-
quest supports the Administration’s commit-
ment to further enhance the levee system in 
parts of the New Orleans area to meet Fed-
eral 100-year standards of protection. 

I designate these proposals in the amounts 
requested herein as an emergency require-
ment. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Acting Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Executive Order 13399—Blocking 
Property of Additional Persons in 
Connection With the National 
Emergency With Respect to Syria 
April 25, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c) 
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