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days of discussions, it is clear these dif-
ferences will require more time to be worked 
out. 

So today I am directing the Department 
of Justice to seal all the materials recovered 
from Congressman Jefferson’s office for the 
next 45 days and not to allow access to any-
one involved in the investigation. I am also 
ordering the sealed materials to remain 
under the custody of the Solicitor General— 
who heads a separate office within the Justice 
Department and is not involved in the inves-
tigation. 

This period will provide both parties more 
time to resolve the issues in a way that en-
sures that materials relevant to the ongoing 
criminal investigation are made available to 
prosecutors in a manner that respects the in-
terests of a coequal branch of Government. 
The Justice Department and the House of 
Representatives should continue their dis-
cussions and resolve this matter as quickly 
as possible. 

Let me be clear: Investigating and pros-
ecuting crime is a crucial executive responsi-
bility that I take seriously. Those who violate 
the law—including a Member of Congress— 
should and will be held to account. This in-
vestigation will go forward, and justice will 
be served. 

Memorandum on Handling of 
Materials Held by the Department of 
Justice Following Execution of a 
Search Warrant 
May 25, 2006 

Memorandum for the Attorney General and 
the Solicitor General of the United States 

Subject: Handling of Materials Held by the 
Department of Justice Following Execution 
of a Search Warrant 

After taking appropriate account of the re-
spective constitutional functions of the 
House of Representatives and of the execu-
tive branch, including important law enforce-
ment interests, the protections afforded 
those functions under the Constitution, and 
the need for comity between the executive 
and legislative branches in the service of the 
American people, I direct that, with respect 

to the materials taken pursuant to the war-
rant dated May 18, 2006, and captioned ‘‘In 
the Matter of the Search of Rayburn House 
Office Building Room Number 2113,’’ in-
cluding any copies thereof or items derived 
in whole or in part therefrom: 

(1) The Attorney General, acting through 
the Solicitor General of the United States 
who shall for this purpose be subject to no 
supervision by any officer of the Department 
of Justice other than the Attorney General, 
shall (a) preserve and seal the materials, (b) 
ensure that no use is made of the materials, 
and (c) ensure that no person has access to 
the materials, except that Office of the Solic-
itor General personnel under the direct su-
pervision of the Solicitor General may have 
the minimum physical access to the materials 
essential to the preservation of the materials. 

(2) The Attorney General shall endeavor, 
and the House of Representatives is respect-
fully encouraged to endeavor, to resolve any 
issues relating to the materials through dis-
cussions between them in good faith and with 
mutual institutional respect and, if it should 
prove necessary after exhaustion of such dis-
cussions, through appropriate proceedings in 
the courts of the United States. 

The Attorney General shall keep me in-
formed of discussions to which this memo-
randum refers and proceedings relating to 
the materials. This memorandum shall expire 
on July 9, 2006. 

George W. Bush 

cc: The Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memorandum. 

Statement on Senate Passage of 
Immigration Reform Legislation 
May 25, 2006 

I commend the Senate for passing bipar-
tisan comprehensive immigration reform be-
fore the Memorial Day deadline set by its 
leaders. I appreciate the hard work of the 
leadership and Senators on both sides of the 
aisle. An effective immigration reform bill 
will protect our borders, hold employers to 
account for the workers they hire, create a 
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