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Nuri al-Maliki and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May 26 
but was embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Earthquake in 
Indonesia 
May 27, 2006 

On behalf of the American people, Laura 
and I send our deepest sympathies to the 
families and friends of those who lost their 
lives in the devastating earthquake in Indo-
nesia. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
Indonesian people as they comfort all those 
affected by this terrible disaster. 

Through financial and material support, 
the United States is assisting with recovery 
efforts in coordination with Indonesian au-
thorities, and we stand prepared to provide 
additional assistance as needed. 

Remarks at a Memorial Day 
Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia 
May 29, 2006 

Thank you all. Laura and I are honored 
to join you today. Thank you for coming. Mr. 
Secretary, thank you for your kind words. 
Members of my Cabinet, General Pace, 
Members of Congress, members of the 
United States military, veterans, honored 
guests, and the loved ones of the fallen: A 
few moments ago, I placed a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns. I was honored to 
do so on behalf of the American people, as 
a sign of our solemn gratitude and our deep 
respect. The names of those buried there are 
known only to God, yet their souls have en-
tered into the spirit of America, and they will 
never be forgotten by our Nation. 

In this place where valor sleeps, we ac-
knowledge our responsibility as Americans to 
preserve the memory of the fallen. On this 
Memorial Day, we look out on quiet hills and 
rows of white headstones, and we know that 
we are in the presence of greatness. The 
markers here record the names of more than 
296,000 men and women. Each of the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines buried 

here answered the call to serve and stepped 
forward to protect the nation they loved. 

All who are buried here understood their 
duty. They saw a dark shadow on the horizon 
and went to meet it. They understood that 
tyranny must be met with resolve and that 
liberty is always the achievement of courage. 
Here, in the presence of veterans they fought 
with and loved ones whose pictures they car-
ried, the fallen give silent witness to the price 
of our liberty, and our Nation honors them 
this day and every day. 

In this place where valor sleeps, we are 
reminded why America has always gone to 
war reluctantly—because we know the costs 
of war. We have seen those costs in the war 
on terror we fight today. These grounds are 
the final resting place for more than 270 men 
and women who have given their lives in 
freedom’s cause since the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. With us here are vet-
erans who fought alongside them and who 
have come today to pay their respects. They 
are joined by veterans of World War II, 
Korea, Vietnam, and other conflicts across 
the globe, whose friends and comrades also 
lie in this sacred ground. As we pray for their 
fallen friends, we also remember those who 
went to war and are still missing, and we are 
determined to account for them all. 

In this place where valor sleeps, we find 
strength in knowing that those serving free-
dom’s cause have acted with principle and 
steadfast faith. Second Lieutenant Jack 
Lundberg was killed 2 weeks after D-day. 
At the end of World War II, he wrote his 
Mom and Dad a letter to be opened in the 
event he did not come home. He wrote, ‘‘I 
am sorry to add to your grief, but we of the 
United States have something to fight for— 
never more fully have I realized that. The 
United States of America is worth the sac-
rifice.’’ 

That same feeling moves those who are 
now fighting the war on terror. First Lieuten-
ant Mark Dooley was killed by a terrorist 
bomb last September in the Iraqi city of 
Ramadi. Before he left for his tour, he gave 
his parents a last letter, just in case. He 
wrote, ‘‘Remember that my leaving was in 
the service of something that we loved, and 
be proud. The best way to pay respect is to 
value why a sacrifice was made.’’ 
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Last week, the family of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Joseph Fenty, Junior, gathered here at 
Arlington to pay their last respects to the hus-
band, son, and father they loved. Colonel 
Fenty was killed with nine of his fellow sol-
diers in a helicopter crash in Afghanistan ear-
lier this month. Hours before that crash, he 
had spoken to his wife, Kristen, about their 
newborn daughter he was waiting to meet. 
Someday, she will learn about her dad from 
the men with whom she served—he served. 
And one of them said this about her father, 
‘‘We all wanted to be more like Joe Fenty. 
We were all in awe of him.’’ I am in awe 
of the men and women who sacrifice for the 
freedom of the United States of America. 

Our Nation is free because of brave Amer-
icans like these, who volunteer to confront 
our adversaries abroad, so we do not have 
to face them here at home. Our Nation 
mourns the loss of our men and women in 
uniform; we will honor them by completing 
the mission for which they gave their lives— 
by defeating the terrorists, by advancing the 
cause of liberty, and by laying the foundation 
of peace for a generation of young Ameri-
cans. Today we pray that those who lie here 
have found peace with their Creator, and we 
resolve that their sacrifice will always be re-
membered by a grateful nation. 

May God bless the Untied States of Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. in the 
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In 
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of Defense 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, who introduced him; and 
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

Remarks Announcing the 
Nomination of Henry M. Paulson, Jr., 
To Be Secretary of the Treasury 
May 30, 2006 

Good morning. Welcome to the White 
House. I’m pleased to announce that I will 
nominate Henry Paulson to be the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

For the past 8 years, Hank has served as 
chairman and chief executive officer of the 
Goldman Sachs Group. It’s one of the most 
respected firms on Wall Street. He has a life-

time of business experience. He has an inti-
mate knowledge of financial markets and an 
ability to explain economic issues in clear 
terms. He’s earned a reputation for candor 
and integrity. And when he is confirmed by 
the Senate, he’ll be a superb addition to my 
Cabinet. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has one of 
the most important jobs in the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Treasury Secretary is respon-
sible for recommending and implementing 
policies dealing with taxes, financial markets, 
Federal spending, trade, and other issues af-
fecting the health and competitiveness of the 
American economy. The Treasury Secretary 
oversees the minting of U.S. currency, the 
management of public finances, and the en-
forcement of important laws, including our 
efforts to crack down on terrorist financing. 
The Treasury Secretary is the leading force 
on my economic team and the chief spokes-
man for my economic policies. 

For the past 3 years, Secretary John Snow 
has shown strong leadership in carrying out 
these responsibilities. John answered the call 
to public service in a time of uncertainty for 
our economy, and under his leadership, we 
have seen a broad and vigorous economic re-
surgence. He’s been a steady advocate for 
small-business entrepreneurs and working 
families, and he’s helped deliver jobs and op-
portunity for the American people. I appre-
ciate his years of service to our country. I 
wish you, John, and your family all the very 
best. 

When he’s confirmed by the Senate, Hank 
will build on John’s fine work. He takes this 
new post at a hopeful time for American 
businesses and workers. In the first quarter 
of 2006, the U.S. economy grew at an annual 
rate of 5.3 percent, the fastest growth in 21⁄2 
years. We added 5.2 million new jobs since 
August of 2003. The national unemployment 
rate is down to 4.7 percent. Productivity is 
high, and that’s leading to higher wages and 
a higher standard of living for the American 
people. Hourly compensation grew at an an-
nual rate of 5.7 percent in the first quarter 
this year. 

The American economy is powerful, pro-
ductive, and prosperous, and I look forward 
to working with Hank Paulson to keep it that 
way. As Treasury Secretary, Hank will be my 
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