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a citizen, and they need to get at the back 
of the line, not at the front of the line. And 
that’s how I think we can have an orderly 
system. That’s not amnesty. 

Amnesty is, ‘‘Okay, everybody who is here, 
you’re a citizen.’’ That’s amnesty, and I’m not 
for that. I think it would be a mistake. And 
the reason I’m not for—and I recognize some 
people are for that. The reason I think it’s 
a mistake is that, one, there are people who 
played by the rules here in America, law 
abiding citizens who’ve applied for citizen-
ship, who are in line to become a citizen. 
They’ve adhered to all our laws. They’re here 
legally, and they’re in line, and they ought 
to be at the head of the line. And if you say 
to somebody who has been here illegally, 
‘‘You’re an automatic citizen,’’ then that 
means they’re not the head of the line—it 
means somebody jumped in front of them 
who had broken our laws. 

Secondly, if people are granted amnesty— 
in other words, the Government would say, 
‘‘You’re automatically a citizen’’—there’s 
going to be another 8 million people trying 
to get in this country, because a lot of people 
want to be citizens of the United States. It’s 
a great honor to be a citizen of this country. 
It’s a great tribute to our country, by the way, 
that people are willing to come here to work 
and to live. We’re the land of the free; we’re 
the land of the opportunity. And yet we’ve 
got to control our border. And so therefore, 
to say to some group of people, ‘‘You’re an 
automatic citizen,’’ would increase the likeli-
hood of a lot of other people trying to come 
back in here so they can become a citizen 
automatically. And therefore, I’m against am-
nesty. 

And I understand words in politics and 
words trying to frighten people. But the com-
prehensive approach I’ve outlined, when 
people think about it, makes a lot of sense 
and you can’t—all five need to go together 
in order to be able to do the job of enforcing 
the border. 

I’ve enjoyed this, and I hope you have. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; 
Secretary General Javier Solana of the Council of 
the European Union; and President Vicente Fox 
of Mexico. 

Proclamation 8029—Flag Day and 
National Flag Week, 2006 
June 6, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
From our Nation’s earliest days, Old Glory 

has stood for America’s strength, unity, and 
liberty. During Flag Day and National Flag 
Week, we honor this enduring American 
symbol and celebrate the hope and ideals 
that it embodies. 

In 1777, the Second Continental Congress 
established the flag of a young Nation, whose 
13 original states were represented in the 
flag’s 13 stars and 13 alternating red and 
white stripes. Today, the Stars and Stripes 
commemorate the revolutionary truths of our 
Declaration of Independence and Constitu-
tion. As Americans, we revere freedom and 
equality, the rights and dignity of every indi-
vidual, and the supremacy of the rule of law. 
These fundamental beliefs have guided our 
country and lifted the fortunes of all Ameri-
cans, and we have seen their power to trans-
form other nations and deliver hope to peo-
ple around the world. 

During Flag Day and National Flag Week, 
we also honor the men and women who carry 
our flag into battle. Through their bravery 
and sacrifice, they help keep America safe 
and advance peace and freedom around the 
globe. By flying the flag, we express our grati-
tude to these heroes and all those who help 
ensure that the many blessings of our great 
country continue for generations to come. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, 
the Congress, by joint resolution approved 
August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), 
designated June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag 
Day’’ and requested that the President issue 
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the flag of the 
United States on all Federal Government 
buildings. The Congress also requested, by 
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as 
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President 
issue annually a proclamation designating the 
week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘National 
Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of 
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the United States to display the flag during 
that week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim June 14, 2006, as Flag 
Day and the week beginning June 11, 2006, 
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during that week, 
and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day 
and National Flag Week by flying the Stars 
and Stripes from their homes and other suit-
able places. I also call upon the people of 
the United States to observe with pride and 
all due ceremony those days from Flag Day 
through Independence Day, also set aside by 
the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to 
honor America, to celebrate our heritage in 
public gatherings and activities, and to pub-
licly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:47 a.m., June 8, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 9. 

Proclamation 8030—Father’s Day, 
2006 
June 6, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
By offering guidance, support, and uncon-

ditional love, a father is one of the most im-
portant influences in a child’s life. On Fa-
ther’s Day, we honor our fathers and cele-
brate the special bond between a father and 
a child. 

Fathers play a significant role in shaping 
the character of their children and the future 
of our country. By spending time with their 
sons and daughters and listening to their ex-
periences, fathers can have a profound im-

pact on their children’s lives. As advisors, role 
models, and friends, fathers help their chil-
dren to understand the difference between 
right and wrong and to recognize how the 
decisions they make today can affect the rest 
of their lives. Fathers instill important values 
and prepare young people for the challenges 
and opportunities ahead. Through their daily 
sacrifices, fathers provide a loving and secure 
home in which their children can grow to 
become successful adults and good citizens. 
Their love and dedication inspire the next 
generation of Americans to achieve their 
dreams and demonstrate the true spirit of 
our Nation. 

Father’s Day also gives us an opportunity 
to remember the fathers who are currently 
serving in our Armed Forces. Our Nation is 
grateful for the courage and sacrifice of the 
many proud fathers wearing our country’s 
uniform. By advancing freedom and pro-
tecting our way of life, these brave individ-
uals are helping to lay the foundation of 
peace for our children and grandchildren. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
in accordance with a joint resolution of the 
Congress approved April 24, 1972, as amend-
ed (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 
18, 2006, as Father’s Day. I encourage all 
Americans to express admiration and appre-
ciation to fathers for their many contributions 
to our Nation’s children. I direct the appro-
priate officials of the Government to display 
the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on this day. I also call upon 
State and local governments and citizens to 
observe this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:47 a.m., June 8, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 9. 
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