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1117 

Week Ending Friday, June 16, 2006 

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Chile 
June 8, 2006 

Presidents George W. Bush and Michelle 
Bachelet underscored the increasingly strong 
and close ties that Chile and the United 
States enjoy, based on common values and 
objectives, including the promotion of de-
mocracy, development, economic growth, 
hemispheric integration, trade liberalization, 
international security, and combating ter-
rorism. They recognized the link among de-
velopment, peace, security, human rights, 
and social justice. They reaffirmed their com-
mitment to further strengthen the bilateral 
relationship based on these principles and to 
deepen the two nations’ ongoing strategic 
dialogue on democracy and regional develop-
ment, and other key shared priorities. 

They agreed that Chile and the United 
States, like all the peoples of the Americas, 
are united by ties, and by common aspira-
tions, expressed in the founding Charter of 
the Organization of American States, which 
says: ‘‘The historic mission of America is to 
offer man a land of liberty and a favorable 
environment for the development of his per-
sonality and the realization of his just aspira-
tions.’’ 

They agreed that the important measure 
of governments is whether they are com-
mitted in principle and in practice to the core 
conditions of democracy: to govern justly, to 
advance economic freedom, and to invest in 
their people. They agreed that a consensus 
in support of democratic governance unites 
our hemisphere and is enshrined in the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter, which 
declares that the people of our hemisphere 
have a right to democracy and that their gov-
ernments have a responsibility to protect and 
promote that right, and that democracy is es-
sential for the social, political, and economic 
development of the people of the Americas. 

They agreed that the success of democracy 
in the Americas has produced increased ex-
pectations, and that in free societies citizens 
rightly insist that people should not go hun-
gry, that every child deserves the opportunity 
for a decent education, and that hard work 
and initiative should be rewarded. The Presi-
dents agreed that if democracy is to answer 
popular demands for development, if it is to 
help reduce poverty and inequality, then 
democratic institutions must be effective and 
responsive; that institutions like political par-
ties, the police, and an independent judiciary 
must be representative of and accountable 
to the people; that institutions must be re-
formed to fight corruption and to function 
transparently; and that every democracy 
must have the strength to create opportuni-
ties for improved health and education for 
all of its citizens. For men and women who 
are committed to freedom, who work hard 
and play by the rules, democratic govern-
ments must eliminate policies and practices 
that interfere with opportunities to rise as 
high as their talents will take them. That is 
how we define social justice. 

The Presidents recognized that the de-
mocracies of the Americas have now forged 
a consensus on the vital link between security 
and prosperity as well as democracy and 
prosperity. They agreed that in a hemisphere 
that is becoming more democratic, the cen-
tral security issue in the Americas is no 
longer one of state-to-state or military-to- 
military security, but how we face nontradi-
tional threats such as organized crime, ter-
rorism, delinquency, gangs, natural disasters, 
pandemics, weapons proliferation, and drug 
trafficking. 

The Presidents agreed to work to make 
democracy a force for inclusion and em-
powerment, for effective institutions that will 
better people’s lives in real ways, especially 
for the most disadvantaged and marginalized, 
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while also recognizing that political and eco-
nomic freedoms are not quick fixes, but are 
in fact lasting fixes. 

They agreed to partner globally through 
the U.N. Democracy Fund and the Commu-
nity of Democracies to support specific de-
mocracy promotion initiatives, particularly 
those aimed at improving democratic govern-
ance and strengthening institutions, pro-
moting civil society participation, and sharing 
regional and trans-regional best practices and 
experiences. They further agreed to work to-
gether to support efforts to strengthen the 
capacity of the OAS and the Secretary-Gen-
eral to respond effectively to threats to de-
mocracy in the region and to help countries 
implement the provisions of the Charter. 

The Presidents also reaffirmed their com-
mitment to working to ensure a successful 
and ambitious conclusion of the Doha Round 
in the near future. In this context, President 
Bachelet welcomed President Bush’s reaffir-
mation that the United States is ready to 
eliminate all tariffs, subsidies, and other bar-
riers to the free flow of goods and services 
as other nations do the same. 

Reaffirming the WTO Agreement on 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights (TRIPS), they acknowledged that 
the protection and enforcement of intellec-
tual property rights should contribute to the 
promotion of technological innovation to the 
mutual advantage of producers and users of 
technological knowledge and in a manner 
conducive to social and economic welfare. 
The leaders agreed to promote innovation 
and technological advancement by providing 
strong intellectual property protection and 
effective enforcement of intellectual prop-
erty rights. 

The Presidents acknowledged that eco-
nomic growth and job creation are vital to 
reducing poverty and inequality and advanc-
ing human development, and that free trade 
is the key and their vision remains a Free 
Trade Area of the Americas, in the world’s 
largest free trade community. The Presidents 
noted the importance of continuing efforts 
to promote trade liberalization and re-
affirmed their commitment to the FTAA. 
They also observed that efforts toward eco-
nomic and trade integration in the Americas 
are important tools for the promotion of 

prosperity, stability, and democracy in the re-
gion. They welcomed agreement by the IMF 
and World Bank to provide 100 percent debt 
relief for the poorest countries in our hemi-
sphere. In addition, they agreed that the 
Inter-American Development Bank also 
should act to reduce the debt burden on the 
poorest countries. Collectively, these actions 
will ensure that more resources are available 
to invest in health and education. 

The Presidents expressed their commit-
ment to ensure that political stability, democ-
racy, and development take firm root in 
Haiti. They welcomed, as hemispheric part-
ners in this effort to support democracy, the 
successful outcome of presidential and legis-
lative elections held in February and April 
and expressed support for the new Govern-
ment’s efforts to respond to urgent social 
needs while aiming to achieve sustainable 
growth and poverty reduction. 

The Presidents noted with satisfaction the 
activities of our continuing cooperation in the 
areas of economic growth, trade, cultural, 
people-to-people, and military exchanges. 
The Presidents agreed to intensively explore 
opportunities for people-to-people ex-
changes, including graduate doctoral edu-
cation and English language education. 

The Presidents reaffirmed their friendship 
and their commitment to further strength-
ening ties between the two nations to foster 
freedom, democracy, security, and pros-
perity. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 
The transcript was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 9. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
June 10, 2006 

Good morning. This was a good week for 
the cause of freedom. On Wednesday night 
in Iraq, U.S. military forces killed the ter-
rorist Zarqawi. 

The killing of Zarqawi is an important vic-
tory in the global war on terror. This Jor-
danian-born terrorist was the operational 
commander of Al Qaida in Iraq. He led a 
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campaign of car bombings and kidnappings 
and suicide attacks that has taken the lives 
of many American forces, international aid 
workers, and thousands of innocent Iraqis. 
Zarqawi had a long history of murder and 
bloodshed. Before September the 11th, 
2001, he ran a camp in Afghanistan that 
trained terrorists—until coalition forces de-
stroyed that camp. He fled to Iraq, where 
he received medical care and set up oper-
ations with terrorist associates. 

After the fall of Saddam, Zarqawi went un-
derground and declared his allegiance to 
Usama bin Laden, who called him the 
‘‘Prince of Al Qaida in Iraq’’ and instructed 
terrorists around the world to ‘‘listen to him 
and obey him.’’ Zarqawi personally beheaded 
American hostages and other civilians in Iraq. 
He masterminded the destruction of the 
United Nations headquarters in Baghdad, 
and he was responsible for the assassination 
of an American diplomat in Jordan and the 
bombing of hotels in Amman. His goals in 
Iraq were clear: He wanted to stop the rise 
of democracy, drive coalition forces out, in-
cite a civil war, and turn that country into 
a safe haven from which Al Qaida could 
launch new attacks on America and other 
free nations. Instead, Zarqawi died in the 
free and democratic Iraq that he fought so 
hard to prevent, and the world is better off 
because this violent man will never kill again. 

Iraqis can be justly proud of their new 
Government and its early steps to improve 
their security. And Americans can be enor-
mously proud of the men and women of our 
Armed Forces and the intelligence officers 
who support them. In the past 3 years, our 
troops have overthrown a cruel dictator, 
fought the terrorists and insurgents house to 
house, and trained Iraqi forces to defend 
their new democracy. All the while, they 
stayed on the trail of this brutal terrorist, per-
severing through years of near misses and 
false leads and never giving up hope. This 
week, they got their man. And all Americans 
are grateful for their remarkable achieve-
ment. 

Zarqawi is dead, but the difficult and nec-
essary mission in Iraq continues. In the 
weeks ahead, violence in Iraq may escalate. 
The terrorists and insurgents will seek to 
prove that they can carry on without Zarqawi. 

And coalition and Iraqi forces are seizing this 
moment to strike the enemies of freedom in 
Iraq at this time of uncertainty for their 
cause. The work ahead will require more sac-
rifice and the continued patience of the 
American people. 

I’m encouraged by Prime Minister Maliki’s 
determination to defeat our common en-
emies and bring security and rule of law to 
all Iraqis. This week, he took another major 
step toward this objective when he com-
pleted the formation of his Cabinet—naming 
a new Minister of Defense, a new Minister 
of the Interior, and a new Minister of State 
for National Security. These new leaders will 
help the Government address its top prior-
ities: reconciliation, reconstruction, and put-
ting an end to the kidnappings, beheadings, 
and suicide bombings. 

As they pursue these goals, they will have 
America’s full support. On Monday, I will 
convene my national security team and other 
key members of my Cabinet at Camp David 
to discuss the way ahead in Iraq. On Tuesday, 
Iraq’s new Ambassador to the United States 
will join us, and we will have a teleconference 
discussion with Prime Minister Maliki and 
members of his Cabinet. Together we will 
determine how to best deploy America’s re-
sources in Iraq and achieve our shared goal 
of an Iraq that can govern itself, sustain itself, 
and defend itself. 

There’s still difficult work ahead in Iraq. 
Yet this week, the ideology of terror has suf-
fered a severe blow: Al Qaida has lost its 
leader in Iraq; the Iraqi people have com-
pleted a democratic government that is de-
termined to defend them; and freedom has 
achieved a great victory in the heart of the 
Middle East. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:45 p.m. on 
June 8 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 10. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 9 but was embargoed for 
release until the broadcast. In his address, the 
President referred to senior Al Qaida associate 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who was killed in Baquba, 
Iraq, on June 7; Usama bin Laden, leader of the 
Al Qaida terrorist organization; former President 
Saddam Hussein, Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, 
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Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir al-Mufriji, Min-
ister of Interior Jawad al-Bulani, and Minister of 
State for National Security Shirwan al-Waili of 
Iraq; and Iraq’s Ambassador to the U.S. Samir 
Shakir al-Sumaydi. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Interagency Team on Iraq in 
Camp David, Maryland 

June 12, 2006 

I want to thank Generals Abizaid and 
Casey, as well as Ambassador Khalilzad for 
the last—for the briefing for the last 3 hours. 
I thought your assessment of the situation 
in Iraq was very realistic. I think your rec-
ommendations to us on how to win in Iraq, 
to have an Iraq that can govern itself, sustain 
itself, and defend itself are—your rec-
ommendations are valid. 

I look forward to continuing to visit with 
you later on this afternoon about how we can 
help this new Government succeed. Zal, 
you’ve been—I just want to thank you all very 
much for remaining in theater and working 
as hard as you are. You’re making a signifi-
cant difference. 

And again, please give my best congratula-
tions to the troops on the ground for bringing 
Zarqawi to justice. I fully recognize that’s not 
going to end the war. On the other hand, 
it was a major blow to Al Qaida and the killers 
and terrorists that are trying to spread vio-
lence and suffering, and stop the emergence 
of a new democracy. 

Zal, we left off where you were talking 
about the way forward in Iraq and your per-
ception of this new Government. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid, 
USA, combatant commander, U.S. Central Com-
mand; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; 
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; and 
senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, 
who was killed in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 

Remarks Following Meetings on Iraq 
and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Camp David 
June 12, 2006 

The President. We just had a meaningful 
day. We have spent a lot of time talking to 
our team in Baghdad about the way forward 
in Iraq. We’ve spent time talking about the 
security situation in Iraq and what we intend 
to do to help the Iraqi Government bring 
security to neighborhoods in Baghdad and 
Basra. We talked about the economic situa-
tion in Iraq. We talked about the energy situ-
ation in Iraq. We talked about a variety of 
matters with Ambassador Khalilzad and Gen-
eral Casey and General Abizaid. 

As you can see, I not only have my national 
security team here, I’ve got members of my 
Cabinet as well. We all agree that we have 
got to continue to help this new Government 
move forward. Success in Iraq will depend 
upon the capacity of the new Government 
to provide for its people. We recognize that. 
We’re encouraged by the formation of a unity 
government, and we recognize our respon-
sibilities to help that new Government. 

And tomorrow we’ll be meeting with the 
new Government via SVTS, and that will be 
a very interesting experience for all of us, 
to be able to talk to our respective counter-
parts. 

The message to the Iraqi Government is, 
is that we stand with you; that what you’re 
doing is important; that democracy in Iraq 
is not only important to the 12 million people 
that went to the polls and their families, but 
democracy in Iraq is important in the war 
on terror. It’s important that we succeed in 
Iraq in order to make America more secure 
and the world a better place. 

So I want to thank my Cabinet Secretaries 
for being with me today, and other members 
of my team, to really have this very vital and 
important discussion. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. 

U.S. Troop Levels in Iraq 
Q. You said that you were going to listen 

to your U.S. commanders on the ground 
about the troops. And, you know, General 
Casey has said now that he thinks that grad-
ual U.S. troop reductions could be made in 
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the coming months. So do you agree with 
this? 

The President. Well, as I also said the 
last time you asked me this question—which 
was a couple of days ago—that we were going 
to make sure that we fully understand the 
Iraqi capability to be able to take the fight 
to the enemy and secure its country. And 
the Iraqi Defense Minister is just in office. 
And General Casey, of course, will be making 
those assessments, as he told us today via the 
teleconference—that he will make the prop-
er assessments and come back to us and 
make recommendations to us. 

Whatever we do will be based upon the 
conditions on the ground. And whatever we 
do will be toward a strategy of victory. And 
so this is a process of getting to know the— 
understand the Iraqi capabilities, particularly 
the command and control structure, and 
what we need to do to help them achieve 
victory. 

Abu Musab Al Zarqawi/War on Terror 
Q. Mr. President, what do you think of 

the successor to Zarqawi that was named by 
Al Qaida? And how do you stop an insur-
gency that is still able to recruit people and 
continue to threaten attacks? 

The President. I think the successor to 
Zarqawi is going to be on our list to bring 
to justice. 

What was the second part of your ques-
tion? 

Q. How do you stop an insurgency that 
continues to be able to recruit people and 
continues to threaten attacks and carry them 
out? 

The President. The best way to win this 
war against an insurgency is to stand up a 
unity government which is capable of de-
fending itself but also providing tangible ben-
efits to the people. The Iraqis have got some 
wonderful assets: They’ve got energy, which 
they can use to benefit their people; they’re 
entrepreneurial; they’ve got a stable cur-
rency; they’ve got a small-business sector 
that’s growing. And, ultimately, the Iraqi 
people are going to have to make up their 
mind: Do they want to live in terror, or do 
they want to live in peace? And the United 
States and our coalition will help them realize 

their ambitions if they choose to live in peace 
and hope, which we believe they will. 

Remember, it wasn’t all that long ago that 
12 million people went to the polls and said, 
‘‘We want to live in a free society.’’ No ques-
tion, the fighting is tough. No question, the 
enemy is violent and mean. But the enemy 
doesn’t stand for anything. They have no 
message of hope. They have no positive phi-
losophy. All they can do is kill, and hope that 
the Government splits up or that the Amer-
ican people lose their will. And I keep re-
minding the American people that the stakes 
are worth it. It is worth it to help Iraq suc-
ceed. It is worth it to have a democracy in 
the Middle East. It is worth it to show other 
reformers and people who want to live in a 
free society what is possible. 

Yes. 

International Support for Iraq 

Q. Are you satisfied with what Iraq’s 
neighbors and the international community 
are doing to help this new Government, or 
would you like to see them do more, and 
what should it be? 

The President. Iraq’s neighbors ought to 
do more to help them. And we’re constantly 
working with our friends in the neighbor-
hood to encourage them to support this new 
democracy. And I recognize that there’s 
some concerns about a Shi’a Prime Minister 
and a—from different countries where 
there’s Sunni representation, Sunni leader-
ship. But our message is, is that Iraq will 
show that it’s possible for people of all faiths 
to live together. After all, they’ve got the 
most modern Constitution in the history of 
the Middle East. 

We expect our friends who have made 
commitments, $13 billion, to honor those 
commitments. Many of those countries are 
outside of the Middle East. And so we’ll con-
tinue—we discussed that today, as to how 
to continue to rally not only the neighbor-
hood, Iraq’s neighbors, to the cause of the 
new democracy, but how to help others who 
have made a pledge to honor their pledge. 

Yes. 
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Energy/Foreign Sources of Oil 
Q. Mr. President, did you talk about oil 

production and maybe getting it back to pre-
war levels, or anything? 

The President. We did. We spent a lot 
of time in talking about energy and oil. The 
oil belongs to the Iraqi people. It’s their 
asset. It is one of the—the capacity to gen-
erate wealth from the ground distinguishes 
Iraq from Afghanistan, for example. It’s 
something that I view as a very positive part 
of Iraqi future. And we talked about how to 
advise the Government to best use that 
money for the benefit of the people. 

Secondly, obviously, we spent time fig-
uring out how to help strategize with the new 
ministries as to how to get oil production up. 
And recently, they’ve had oil production as 
high as a little over 2 million barrels a day, 
which is extremely positive. The oil sector 
is very much like the rest of the infrastruc-
ture of Iraq: Saddam Hussein let it deterio-
rate. There wasn’t much reinvestment or not 
much modernization. After all, he was using 
the money for his own personal gain, and 
he wasn’t spending the people’s money on 
enhancing the infrastructure. And the oil in-
frastructure collapsed and deteriorated. And 
as a result, there’s a lot of work that needs 
to be done on, for example, work-overs—that 
is, to help oil wells become revitalized, just 
a standard maintenance procedure. So 
there’s a maintenance program on to help 
the Iraqi people get their production up. 

There’s some unbelievably interesting ex-
ploration opportunities. And the new Gov-
ernment is going to have to figure out how 
best to lease the people’s lands in a fair way. 
My own view is, is that the Government 
ought to use the oil as a way to unite the 
country and ought to think about having a 
tangible fund for the people, so the people 
have faith in central government. 

Listen, thank you all for coming today. And 
tomorrow is going to be a fascinating day, 
and I’m looking forward to having discussions 
with our counterparts via SVTS. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador to Iraq 
Zalmay Khalilzad; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., 
USA, commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, combat-
ant commander, U.S. Central Command; Minister 

of Defense Abd al-Qadir al-Mufriji, Prime Min-
ister Nuri al-Maliki, and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi, who was killed in Baquba, 
Iraq, on June 7. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq 
in Baghdad, Iraq 
June 13, 2006 

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for this op-
portunity to visit with your Cabinet. I have 
expressed our country’s desire to work with 
you, but I appreciate you recognizing the fact 
that the future of this country is in your 
hands. The decisions you and your Cabinet 
make will be determinate as to whether or 
not a country succeeds that can govern itself, 
sustain itself, and defend itself. I’m im-
pressed by the Cabinet that you’ve assem-
bled. You’ve assembled people from all parts 
of your country, representing the different 
religions and the different histories and tradi-
tions. 

And yet the Cabinet here represents the 
entire Iraqi people, and I appreciate your 
commitment to representing the people of 
Iraq. I’m impressed by the strength of your 
character and your desire to succeed. And 
I’m impressed by your strategy. We’ve dis-
cussed—I discussed earlier with the Prime 
Minister and here with his Cabinet and with 
members of my Cabinet the strategy nec-
essary to have a country that is capable of 
answering to the needs of the people. 

We discussed the security strategy. We dis-
cussed an economic strategy, a reconstruc-
tion strategy. And all of it makes sense to 
me. And so I’ve come to not only look you 
in the eye, I’ve also come to tell you that 
when America gives its word, it will keep its 
word; that it’s in our interests that Iraq suc-
ceed. It’s not only in the interests of the Iraqi 
people; it’s in the interests of the American 
people and for people who love freedom. 

Iraq is a part of the war on terror. Iraq 
is a central front on that war, and when Iraq 
succeeds in having a government of and by 
and for the people of Iraq, you will have dealt 
a serious blow to those who have a vision 
of darkness, who don’t believe in liberty, who 
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are willing to kill the innocent in order to 
achieve a political objective. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, I want to 
thank you for giving me and my Cabinet a 
chance to hear from you personally and a 
chance to meet the members of this team 
you’ve assembled. It’s an impressive group 
of men and women, and if given the right 
help, I’m convinced you will succeed, and 
so will the world. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 6:36 
p.m. at the U.S. Embassy. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks to United States Military 
Personnel in Baghdad 
June 13, 2006 

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. Thought I’d stop in to say hello. 
[Laughter] I bring greetings from a grateful 
nation. I thank you for your sacrifice; I thank 
you for your service; I thank you for making 
history. 

You know, one of the things I try to do 
is put good people in place who accomplish 
hard jobs. And I can’t think of two better 
leaders than Zal Khalilzad and General Casey 
to lead this important effort. I thank you all 
very much for your service to our country. 
Your sacrifice is noble, and your sacrifice is 
important. 

I understand long deployments are 
tough—they’re tough on you, and they’re 
tough on your families. And so the first thing 
I want to tell you is, the American people 
are incredibly grateful for what you do, and 
I bring their greetings and their thanks for 
the sacrifices you and your family make. 

These are historic times. The mission that 
you’re accomplishing here in Iraq will go 
down in the history books as an incredibly 
important moment in the history of freedom 
and peace, an incredibly important moment 
of doing our duty to secure our homeland. 

You know, right after September the 11th, 
I knew that some would forget the dangers 
we face. Some would hope that the world 
would be what it’s not—a peaceful place in 
which people wouldn’t want to do harm to 
those of us who love freedom. I vowed that 
day, after September the 11th, to do every-

thing I could to protect the American people. 
And I was able to make that claim because 
I knew there were people such as yourself 
who were willing to be on the frontline in 
the war on terror. 

Baghdad and Iraq is a front in the war on 
terror. It is a part of our mission to help make 
sure that the world is a better place. I truly 
believe the work that you’re doing here is 
laying the foundation of peace for genera-
tions to come, and I thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart. 

The progress here in Iraq has been re-
markable when you really think about it. The 
people of this country suffered under the 
hands of a brutal tyrant. And thanks to the 
United States forces and coalition forces, the 
people are liberated from the clutches of 
Saddam Hussein. America is safer; the world 
is better off; and the Iraqi people have a 
chance to realize the great blessings of liberty 
because Saddam Hussein is no longer in 
power. 

Thanks to your hard work, the Iraqi people 
have been given a chance to go to the polls— 
not once but three different times—to elect 
a government that is dedicated to the will 
of the people. Today I have come to not only 
thank you but to look Prime Minister Maliki 
in the eyes, to determine whether or not he 
is as dedicated to a free Iraq as you are, and 
I believe he is. 

I met with the Cabinet officials from all 
walks of life here in Iraq and came away with 
the distinct impression that they are unified 
in serving the people of Iraq. They want to 
succeed. The faith and future of Iraq is in 
their hands, and our job is to help them suc-
ceed—and we will. 

I have come today to personally show our 
Nation’s commitment to a free Iraq. My mes-
sage to the Iraqi people is this: Seize the mo-
ment; seize this opportunity to develop a gov-
ernment of and by and for the people. And 
I also have a message to the Iraqi people, 
that when America gives a commitment, 
America will keep its commitment. 

Our work is not done with the formation 
of a unity government. This Government is 
just getting started. And the enemies of a 
free Iraq will do everything they can to stop 
the progress. That should tell us something 
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about the enemies of a free Iraq. Who 
wouldn’t want the people’s will to be ex-
pressed? Who wouldn’t want a government 
to be able to meet the needs of the people? 
Those who kill the innocent lives or those 
who have no concept of liberty, have no sense 
of justice, have no respect for human rights 
and human dignity. 

But I believe the Iraqi Government that’s 
formed does respect human rights and 
human dignity. It will respond to the will of 
the people. There are going to be tough days 
ahead and more sacrifice for Americans as 
well as Iraqis. But I come here—come away 
from here believing that the will is strong 
and the desire to meet the needs of the peo-
ple is real and tangible. 

You know, one of the things that we’ve 
got to realize—‘‘we,’’ the world, have got to 
realize, is that Iraqi women want their chil-
dren to grow up in a peaceful world. They 
want their sons and daughters to be well edu-
cated; they want to live in peace and har-
mony; they want to be able to realize their 
hopes and aspirations. It’s a common desire, 
and is one that you all are helping the Iraqis 
realize. It’s important work; it’s vital work; 
and it’s historic work. 

Our military will stay on the offense. We 
will continue to hunt down people like Mr. 
Zarqawi and bring them to justice. We will 
continue to train the Iraqis so they can help 
the unity Government secure the peace. I’ve 
told the American people that as the Iraqis 
stand up, we will stand down, and I appre-
ciate all the military folks here who are work-
ing hard to help the Iraqi forces become ca-
pable and able to do the job the Iraqi people 
expect them to do. Those of you who are 
not in the military, the civilians, have got a 
really important job to do as well, and I want 
to thank you for the job you’re doing. 

It is clear that Saddam Hussein destroyed 
many of the institutions necessary for this so-
ciety to succeed. It is clear that he was a 
selfish, brutal leader who was willing to sac-
rifice infrastructure and civil society in order 
to meet his narrow objectives. And it is clear 
to me that our job is to help the Prime Min-
ister and his Government implement his 
strategy and his plan to restore infrastructure 
and education and health and agricultural so-
ciety so that people have the confidence in 

their new Government. Yours is hard work, 
but it’s necessary work, and the Government 
of the United States stands strongly beside 
you. 

The stakes are high, and what happens 
here in Iraq reaches far beyond the borders 
of Iraq. The war on terror really will be ad-
dressed by strong actions by our intelligence 
and military services to bring to justice those 
who would do us harm. I’ve told the Amer-
ican people, we will defeat the enemy over-
seas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

Ultimately, the victory in the war on terror, 
the victory in a struggle against those who 
have no ideology—well, they’ve got an ide-
ology, but it’s an ideology that is dark and 
dismal. It’s one that doesn’t respect human 
dignity. It’s an ideology that doesn’t believe 
in the freedom to worship. It’s an ideology 
that doesn’t respect the role and rights of 
women in society. It’s an ideology that has 
no hope. The way to defeat that ideology is 
with an ideology of light. I believe in the uni-
versality of freedom. I believe deep in 
everybody’s soul is the desire to be free. 

We don’t expect the Iraqi Government to 
look like the American Government. We ex-
pect an Iraqi government to honor its tradi-
tions and its histories and its religious faiths. 
But we do expect the Iraqi Government to 
honor the right of every man, woman, and 
child to live in a free society. And when Iraq 
succeeds—and it will—the rest of the world, 
particularly in the Middle East, will see such 
a hopeful example of what’s possible. 

I told you earlier, we were laying the foun-
dation of peace for generations to come, and 
we are, because we go with confidence, 
knowing that liberty is the desire of every 
soul. When Iraq succeeds, reformers and 
people who desire to live in a free society 
will see such a hopeful example, and they’ll 
begin to demand the same rights and the 
same conditions and the same hopeful soci-
ety. 

And that’s why I tell you, what you’re 
doing is historic in nature. People will look 
back at this period and wonder whether or 
not America was true to its beginnings; 
whether we strongly believed in the uni-
versality of freedom and whether we were 
willing to act on it. Certainly we acted in our 
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own self-interest right after September the 
11th, and now we act not only in our own 
self-interests but in the interests of men, 
women, and children in the broader Middle 
East, no matter what their religion, no matter 
where they were born, no matter how they 
speak. 

This is a moment—this is a time where 
the world can turn one way or the other, 
where the world can be a better place or 
a more dangerous place. And the United 
States of America and citizens such as your-
self are dedicated to making sure that the 
world we leave behind is a better place for 
all. 

It is such an honor to be here. It is such 
an honor to be with you. May God bless you 
all; may God bless your work; may God bless 
your families; and may God continue to bless 
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:32 
p.m. at the U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay 
Khalilzad; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; 
former President Saddam Hussein, and Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who was 
killed in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

The President’s News Conference 
June 14, 2006 

The President. Good morning. Thank 
you. I’ve just returned from Baghdad, and 
I was inspired to be able to visit the capital 
of a free and democratic Iraq. 

It was a pleasure to meet face to face with 
the Prime Minister. I talked to him on the 
phone a couple of times, but I thought it 
was important to sit down with him and talk 
to him in person. I saw firsthand the strength 
of his character and his deep determination 
to succeed, to build a country that can sustain 
itself, govern itself, and defend itself. 

I also had the pleasure of meeting with 
people who work for the U.S. Government, 
our Embassy staff, the intelligence commu-
nity, and I had a chance to thank them. 
Theirs is a tough job, and they’re far away 
from home, and obviously, they miss their 

families. And it was an honor to say to them, 
I appreciate their hard work, and so do the 
American people. 

And I met with our troops. I had a chance 
to congratulate those that were responsible 
for bringing Zarqawi to justice. You know, 
when you’re in a theater like that, it’s impor-
tant to hear words of congratulations some-
times, to hear that their efforts are appre-
ciated—and doing hard work. And I got to 
do that. 

General Casey briefed me on the oper-
ations that followed the death of Zarqawi. He 
told me that Iraqi and coalition forces are 
still on the offense, that they launched a se-
ries of raids on terrorist targets across Iraq. 
We’ve got new intelligence from those raids 
which will enable us to continue to keep the 
pressure on the foreigners and local Iraqis 
that are killing innocent lives to stop the ad-
vance of a country that can sustain itself and 
govern itself and defend itself. 

Obviously, the raids aren’t going to end 
terrorism. I understand that, and the Amer-
ican people understand that, and the Iraqi 
people understand that. But the terrorists are 
vulnerable, and we will strike their network 
and disrupt their operations and continue to 
bring their leaders to justice. 

Prime Minister Maliki and I held a joint 
meeting of our two Cabinets—members of 
my Cabinet participating by video, some of 
whom were slightly surprised to see me from 
afar. I told the Prime Minister how im-
pressed I was to meet the team he assem-
bled. These are good people from different 
walks of life. I appreciated very much the 
agenda he’s laid out. In other words, he’s got 
a plan to succeed. And I appreciated their 
determination—it’s not just his determina-
tion but their Cabinet’s determination to suc-
ceed. In other words, part of the success in 
Iraq depends upon the Iraqis and their will 
and their desire. The Iraqi people have ex-
pressed their desires, and now it’s up to the 
Government to follow through. 

The Prime Minister briefed us on imme-
diate steps he’s taken in three key areas: to 
improve security; to build up the Iraqi econ-
omy so they can see—the Iraqi people can 
see real progress, real economic progress; 
and he’s reaching out to the international 
community to help secure support for this 
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new Government. We discussed ways that 
my administration can help the Prime Min-
ister accomplish these objectives. The policy 
of the United States Government is to stand 
with this new Government and help them 
succeed, and we will do what it takes to help 
them succeed. 

The Prime Minister is taking immediate 
action to implement a plan to improve secu-
rity, and his top priority is around Baghdad. 
Operation Together Forward started this 
morning. This operation is a joint effort to 
restore security and rule of law to high-risk 
areas in the capital city. It will be carried 
out by some 26,000 Iraqi soldiers, some 
23,000 Iraqi police, backed up by over 7,200 
coalition forces. Iraqi troops will increase the 
number of checkpoints, enforce a curfew, 
and implement a strict weapons ban across 
the Iraqi capital. Baghdad is a city of more 
than 61⁄2 million residents, and we’ve got to 
recognize that it’s going to take time for these 
operations to take hold. 

Iraqi and coalition forces are also working 
to restore security in Ramadi, the capital of 
Anbar Province. The Prime Minister’s plan 
to bring militias and other armed groups 
under Government control is moving for-
ward, and we talked about that plan. He un-
derstands how important it is to rein in these 
militias. Many militia members will be de-
mobilized and integrated into the Iraqi secu-
rity forces, where they’ll be dispersed among 
different units and, obviously, monitored 
closely by the Government. I’ve directed 
General Casey and our Ambassador to work 
with the Prime Minister on this really impor-
tant effort, so he can make clear: Illegal mili-
tias have no future in a free Iraq. 

Prime Minister Maliki is working to build 
confidence in the Iraqi security forces, and 
he has a plan to do that. To assist him, we’ll 
continue embedding coalition transition 
teams in Iraqi Army and police units. We’ve 
deployed advisory teams to assist Iraq’s new 
ministries of—Ministers of Defense and In-
terior, both of whom I met. We want to help 
them build the command and control capac-
ity of their ministries. In other words, you 
can’t have an effective army unless you’ve 
got command and control coming out of 
Government. 

We want to establish an internal affairs bu-
reau to root out corruption. No question, this 
Government has got to deal with corruption 
at all levels in order to earn the confidence 
of the people. And, of course, we will encour-
age them and help them investigate and pun-
ish human rights violations in order to earn 
the confidence of all Iraqis. 

Part of the Prime Minister’s plan is to im-
prove the Iraqi judicial system. And to assist 
him, I’ve directed the Attorney General and 
the Secretaries of State and Defense to work 
together on a new rule-of-law initiative. 
Under this initiative, we’ll help train Iraqi 
judges, increase security so they can do their 
jobs, improve Iraqi prison capacity, and help 
the Iraqi Government provide equal justice 
for all its citizens. 

Prime Minister Maliki is promoting rec-
onciliation among the Iraqi people. And dur-
ing my discussions with his Cabinet and oth-
ers, the concept of reconciliation kept com-
ing up. People know they’ve got to reconcile 
the past in order to have a bright future. He 
told us he’s going to soon appoint a reconcili-
ation committee that will focus on resolving 
specific concerns of different Iraqi commu-
nities. We will support his efforts to bring 
the Iraqis together by encouraging leaders 
from countries like South Africa to share 
their experiences with this new Government, 
to help them reconcile the past. 

Secondly, the Prime Minister has a plan 
to revitalize the Iraqi economy. He under-
stands that the people have got to feel bene-
fits from the new Government. I mean, it’s 
a simple concept, but it’s a profound one. 
I’ve directed our Secretary of Treasury and— 
or the Treasury Department to send teams 
of experts to Iraq to help the Government 
create a public finance system that is ac-
countable and transparent. These advisers 
will help Iraqis develop an economic frame-
work that promotes growth and job creation 
and opportunity. I’ve directed the Secretaries 
of Commerce and Agriculture to travel to 
Iraq as soon as possible to meet with their 
counterparts. 

To revitalize the Iraqi economy, the Prime 
Minister is working to increase oil and elec-
tricity production. We spent a lot of time 
talking about energy in Iraq. I reminded the 
Government that that oil belongs to the Iraqi 
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people, and the Government has the respon-
sibility to be good stewards of that valuable 
asset and valuable resource. 

We have—we’re working with the Iraqi 
Government on measures to protect key in-
frastructure from insurgent attacks. There’s 
rapid-repair teams that are being established 
that will quickly restore oil and electricity 
production if and when attacks do occur. 

I’ve directed the Secretary of Energy to 
travel to Iraq to meet with his counterpart 
and identify ways we can provide additional 
support. It’s up to the Iraqis to pass a hydro-
carbon law, which they’re now debating. It’s 
up—for the Iraqi Government to decide 
what to do with the people’s asset. Our ad-
vice is to be careful and to develop it with 
the people’s interest in mind. 

Finally, the Prime Minister has taken im-
mediate action to engage the international 
community, and we’re going to help him. 
Earlier, the international community pledged 
about $13 billion to help this new Govern-
ment, and they’ve only paid about 3 billion. 
And so we’re going to help encourage those 
who’ve made a pledge to pay up to help the 
new Government succeed. Plus, he’s working 
to develop what he’s calling an international 
compact. Under this compact, Iraq will take 
a series of steps in the political, economic, 
and security areas. And then the international 
community will provide more robust political 
and economic support. 

I told the Prime Minister, I’ll designate 
Deputy Treasury Secretary Bob Kimmitt to 
lead our efforts on behalf of our country and 
the people of this country. He’ll be supported 
by State Department Counselor Phil Zelikow 
and other senior officials, and they will soon 
travel to the United Nations and then to 
Baghdad for consultations. And then they’re 
going to travel across Europe and Asia and 
the Middle East to discuss the compact and 
secure support from Governments for this 
new Government. 

I was impressed with the Prime Minister, 
and I’m impressed by his team. I told him 
that America is a nation that meets its com-
mitments and keeps its word. And that’s what 
we’re going to do in Iraq. It’s in our interest 
that Iraq succeed. More importantly, it’s in 
the interest of the Iraqi people. The chal-
lenges that remain are serious, and they will 

require more sacrifice and patience. And our 
efforts are well worth it. 

By helping this new Government succeed, 
we’ll be closer to completing our mission, 
and the mission is to develop a country that 
can govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself, and a country that is an ally in the war 
on terror. We’ll seize this moment of oppor-
tunity to help the Prime Minister. We’ll de-
feat our common enemies. We’ll help build 
a lasting democracy in the heart of the Mid-
dle East, and that will make Americans and 
Iraqis and the world more secure. 

I’ll now take your questions. Nedra [Nedra 
Pickler, Associated Press]. 

Support for the Iraqi Government 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said yes-

terday that a standard of no violence in Iraq 
is an impossible standard to meet, but do you 
believe that there needs to be a reduction 
in violence for U.S. troops to begin to draw 
down? And if so, how much? 

The President. Yes, I said that if people 
say, ‘‘Well, there’s got to be no violence in 
order for this to be a successful experience,’’ 
then it’s not going to happen. All that does 
is give the power of—a handful of murderers 
to determine success. Obviously, we’d like vi-
olence to go down, and that’s what the oper-
ation in Baghdad is intending to do, starting 
in the capital, is to reduce violence. And the 
reason why it’s important for violence to be 
reduced, obviously, is, one, to save lives, but, 
two, give confidence to the Iraqi people that 
their Government will be able to sustain itself 
and govern itself and meet the needs of the 
people. 

This is a tough struggle, and the reason 
why is because the rules of warfare as we 
used to know them are out the window. I 
mean, there’s no rule of warfare. It’s just, 
if you can kill innocent life in order to shake 
somebody’s will or create consternation in so-
ciety, just go ahead and do it. And so it’s 
a tough task, no question about it. 

But I’m confident that this Government 
will succeed in meeting that task. And the 
reason why I said that we shouldn’t use the 
level of—have a zero-violence expectation is 
because there are other measures to deter-
mine success, starting with political meas-
ures. I mean, this is a government which is 
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now a unity government, formed under a 
constitution that the people voted for. That’s 
success. The question is, can this Govern-
ment sustain itself, and that will be deter-
mined if—whether or not they’re be able to 
get electricity and use their oil resources 
wisely. Can it defend itself? One way to 
measure whether it can defend itself is 
through the strength of their Army and their 
police. And so that’s what I said. 

And the second part of your question? 
Q. Do you have a specific target for how 

much you want that violence to be reduced? 
The President. Enough for the Govern-

ment to succeed. In other words, the Iraqi 
people have got to have confidence in this 
unity Government, and reduction in violence 
will enable the people to have confidence. 

And you said something about troop levels. 
Our policy is stand up/stand down: As the 
Iraqis stand up, we’ll stand down. But if we 
stand down too soon, it won’t enable us to 
achieve our objectives. And we will support 
this Iraqi Government—that’s what I went 
to tell them. We’ll do what it takes to support 
them. And part of that support is the pres-
ence of coalition forces. 

Guantanamo Bay Detainees/Abu Ghraib 
Prison 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You ex-
pressed serious concern when you learned 
about the Guantanamo suicides, and you and 
your aides immediately called allies. I’m won-
dering, how concerned are you about the 
U.S. image abroad, based on this incident 
and the ongoing investigation in Haditha and 
Abu Ghraib and other incidents? And also, 
why shouldn’t Guantanamo be closed now? 

The President. I’d like to close Guanta-
namo, but I also recognize that we’re holding 
some people that are darn dangerous and 
that we better have a plan to deal with them 
in our courts. And the best way to handle— 
in my judgment—handle these types of peo-
ple is through our military courts. And that’s 
why we’re waiting on the Supreme Court to 
make a decision. 

Part of closing Guantanamo is to send 
some folks back home, like we’ve been doing. 
And the State Department is in the process 
of encouraging countries to take the folks 
back. Of course, sometimes we get criticized 

for sending some people out of Guantanamo 
back to their home country because of the 
nature of the home country. It’s a little bit 
of a catch-22. But we’re working through 
this. 

No question, Guantanamo sends a signal 
to some of our friends—provides an excuse, 
for example, to say the United States is not 
upholding the values that they’re trying to 
encourage other countries to adhere to. And 
my answer to them is, is that we are a nation 
of laws and rule of law. These people have 
been picked up off the battlefield, and 
they’re very dangerous. And so we have that 
balance between customary justice, the typ-
ical system, and one that will be done in the 
military courts. And that’s what we’re waiting 
for. 

Eventually, these people will have trials, 
and they will have counsel, and they will be 
represented in a court of law. I say ‘‘these 
people,’’ those who are not sent back to their 
mother countries. You know, we’ve sent a lot 
of people home already. I don’t think the 
American people know that, nor do the citi-
zens of some of the countries that are con-
cerned about Guantanamo. 

You mentioned Abu Ghraib. No question, 
it’s set a terrible example. I was asked at a 
press conference in the East Room with 
Tony Blair, mistakes. Abu Ghraib was a ter-
rible mistake. I was asked that question, by 
the way, about Abu—very same question you 
asked—by a member of the Iraqi Cabinet. 
And I told her, I said that where there’s alle-
gations, we will investigate. And I reminded 
her that ours is a transparent society where 
people will see and follow these investiga-
tions, and people will be held to account ac-
cording to our laws. 

But I also want the people to understand, 
here and around the world, that 99.9 percent 
of our troops are honorable, decent people 
who are serving our country under difficult 
conditions, and I’m proud of them. I’m proud 
of the United States military. And that’s a 
message our military and their families must 
consistently hear, that they’re doing fine 
work. I understand the politics and all that. 
But I’m going to continue to remind them 
that, set politics aside, this Nation owes you 
a debt of gratitude. 
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So we’ll deal with these incidents, and we’ll 
deal with them in an upfront way. But I’m 
not going to let these incidents stain the rep-
utation of our military. They’re good people; 
they really are. 

Yes, sir. Roger [Roger Runningen, 
Bloomberg News]. 

National Economy 
Q. Thank you, sir. 
The President. Roger, Roger. 
Q. Thank you, sir. Mr. President, you’ve 

said that you trust the markets to guide you, 
but stock and bond markets are telling us 
that inflation is a growing concern. Is there 
a threat that inflation is going to derail the 
economic expansion? 

The President. There are a lot of indica-
tors about the strength of our economy, start-
ing with job creation, productivity increases, 
small—the entrepreneurial spirit is strong. 
There’s a lot of positive things. And obvi-
ously, the Fed is watching the signals for in-
flation very carefully. They’ll make decisions 
independent of the White House. 

On fiscal policy, though, I would strongly 
urge the Congress to recognize why we have 
grown the way we have grown, why we’re— 
have got strong economic growth in the first 
quarter of this year, why we’ve added over 
5 million new jobs in a—in 23⁄4 years, and 
that’s because the tax cuts are working, and 
they need to make the tax cuts permanent. 
Progrowth economic policies work. And 
that’s why I’ve been calling for permanence 
in the Tax Code. 

And so there will be monetary policy— 
we’ll pay attention very carefully to signs, in-
flationary signs. That’s Ben Bernanke’s job. 
Our job is to work with Congress to have 
wise fiscal policy. And wise fiscal policy 
means not only keeping revenues low, but 
it also means being wise about how we spend 
the people’s money. I called Chairman Lewis 
this morning to congratulate him on getting 
a good supplemental out of the House of 
Representatives. It’s a supplemental that 
meets our numbers and meets the require-
ments for a good bill. And evidently, it’s 
going to be voted on in the Senate here pret-
ty quick, and I look forward to signing that 
piece of legislation, should it make it to my 
desk. 

Let’s see here. Jake Tapper [ABC News]. 
Yes, filling in, huh? 

Progress in Iraq/Natural Resources 
Q. How are you doing, sir? 
The President. I’m doing all right. Thank 

you. A little jetlagged, as I’m sure you can 
imagine—nearly 60. 

Q. I can, sir. Thank you. 
The President. Good. I’m not sure you 

possibly can empathize—[laughter]—but 
nevertheless—— 

Q. Jetlag, I understand jetlag. 
The President. Okay, good. 
Q. What are your feelings about discus-

sions, in the new Iraqi Government, of am-
nesty for insurgents? And regarding the oil 
resources in Iraq that you discussed, do you 
support guaranteeing the Sunnis a percent-
age of the oil profits, either through a new 
law or through a constitutional provision? 

The President. Yes, that’s not a bad ques-
tion for a substitute guy. [Laughter] I believe 
that the Iraqi Government—first of all, the 
decision on what to do with their resources 
is their decision, not mine. And so this is ad-
visory. These are people that are elected and 
under a Constitution. My advice to them is 
to use their energy assets as a way to unite 
the country. And by that I mean that people 
will have—they may not have oil resources 
in their provinces, but they would have a 
stake in how the resources are developed 
elsewhere in the country. 

One option I laid out the other day for 
them to consider—I must confess, this isn’t 
probably the best way to convince a govern-
ment to do something, is to put it out through 
the press—but I did suggest a royalty trust 
on behalf of the Iraqi people. Other coun-
tries have tried that; the state of Alaska has 
tried that. To me, it’s an interesting idea for 
them to consider, to basically say that no mat-
ter where you live in the country, you have 
a stake in the future of your country because 
of your ownership in energy assets. 

Other part of the question? 
Q. Possible amnesty for insurgents. 
The President. Yes—I talked to the Prime 

Minister about—his question is, possible am-
nesty. The Prime Minister, I think, would say 
‘‘reconciliation.’’ This is an issue that is on 
the minds of a lot of the folks there in Iraq. 
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In other words, they’re trying to figure out 
how to reconcile an ugly past with a hopeful 
future. And part of that is reconciliation. I’m 
not exactly sure how you would—what you 
mean by—if somebody has committed a 
crime, I don’t know whether or not they’ll 
be that lenient, frankly. 

But I do recognize that—I mean, they rec-
ognize that, for example, Baath Party mem-
bership in order to secure a job or to be able 
to get an advanced degree should be a part— 
shouldn’t be held against a person. And I 
think they’re willing to balance the difference 
between terror and—‘‘expediency’’ isn’t the 
right word, but terror and membership of a 
party to advance one’s life. And I was im-
pressed. I was impressed by their—the so-
phisticated nature of that discussion and their 
recognition that it’s really important to do 
the best they can to reconcile the past. 

One of the things I was looking for was— 
first of all, I’m convinced this Government 
will succeed. And one of the reasons I am 
is because there is a sense of hopefulness. 
If you’re a person stuck in the past, you tend 
to be bitter and look for ways to seek re-
venge. I didn’t sense that. I did have a strong 
sense that they’re really happy to get rid of 
Saddam Hussein, to a person. They believe 
he wrecked their country in more ways than 
one. It was clear he wrecked their infrastruc-
ture. And it is clear that he wrecked a lot 
of lives. But I didn’t have that great sense 
of people being so bound up in bitterness 
that they weren’t willing to think positively 
about the future. And I think that’s impor-
tant. I really do. 

Gregory [David Gregory, NBC News], 
fine-looking scarf—not scarf, what do you 
call that thing? 

Progress in Iraq 
Q. Thank you very much. 
The President. It’s strong. 
Q. Thank you. [Laughter] Mr. President, 

you’ve made a public point recently of solic-
iting outside advice about the way forward 
in Iraq and retooling your strategy. I wonder, 
what idea from a critic or somebody outside 
your administration that you’ve concluded 
should be part of the strategy going forward? 

The President. Well, I think—I’ve gotten 
a lot of advice from people. You know, one 

of the interesting debates from the outside 
community is troop levels. I’ve got people 
who say, ‘‘You need to increase the number 
of forces—now.’’ I’ve gotten people that said, 
‘‘Well, the role of the United States ought 
to be more indirect than it has been,’’ in 
other words, in a supporting role. To those 
folks, I say, ‘‘Look, I’m going to rely upon 
General Casey.’’ But I did share with him 
the philosophies that were reflected in a con-
versation we had over lunch at Camp David. 

I’ve had people come in and say, ‘‘You bet-
ter make sure that the Iraqi forces are well- 
tooled to do their job.’’ In other words, 
there’s people who have gone over there and 
taken a hard look, have felt like that the Iraqi 
forces were not equipped well enough to be 
able to stand up as we stand down. I asked 
that question of General Casey, and the area 
where he agrees with the critics is that they 
don’t quite have the capability to move them-
selves around the country. In other words, 
they need more mobility. And he recognizes 
that and is working toward an Iraqi Army 
that has more mobility. 

Obviously, there has been criticism about 
our reconstruction plan, that we started with 
big projects that were sometimes blown up 
or sometimes didn’t get off the ground like 
we’d hoped. And that’s why we morphed a 
lot of our aid into a PRT approach, where 
local commanders had the capacity to get 
money out more quickly. 

But I appreciate people’s advice, and I ap-
preciate their candor. I am going to meet 
this afternoon with a group of folks put to-
gether by the Peace Institute. They’re going 
to take a look at Iraq. And the reason I bring 
that up to you is that it’s important for people 
to share their advice with this administration. 
It’s an important business. And it’s not easy. 
It’s a complex task to help a society go from 
tyranny to freedom. 

But the American people have got to un-
derstand, I believe we’re going to succeed. 
That’s why we’re there. And my message to 
the Iraqis is, we’re going to help you succeed. 
My message to the enemy is, don’t count on 
us leaving before we succeed. My message 
to our troops is, we support you 100 percent; 
keep doing what you’re doing. And my mes-
sage to the critics is, is that we listen very 
carefully and adjust when needed to adjust. 
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This policy will be driven by the people 
on the ground. Those are the folks who are 
going to ultimately make the recommenda-
tion that I’ll accept. It’s important to get ad-
vice; I share the advice with our commanders 
and with Zal. They’re the folks who are right 
there. These are very competent, capable 
people who understand the Iraqi situation 
well. And their judgment is important, and 
I listen very carefully to it—along the same 
way. 

Sheryl [Sheryl Gay Stolberg, New York 
Times]. Welcome. Got a couple of new-
comers today, sitting next to Tapper. 

2006 Midterm Elections/Democratic 
Party 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’m pleased 
to be here. Mr. President, polls show that 
the public thinks Democrats can do a better 
job of running the country than Republicans. 
Are you concerned that Republicans will lose 
control of Congress in November? And do 
you think there’s anything you could have 
done differently to put them in a better posi-
tion, coming up in the midterms? 

The President. I remember 2004. At one 
point, people—you would have stood up and 
said, ‘‘You know, there’s no way you can get 
reelected,’’ if you had been listening to those 
polls. I can’t remember; I was probably down 
double digits at some point. And they said, 
‘‘How can you possibly stand here and tell 
us you’re going to get reelected?’’ Listen, the 
elections are a long way off. What’s going 
to matter is who has got the plan that will 
enable us to succeed in Iraq and keep the 
economy growing. And I look forward to the 
campaign. And I believe we’re going to hold 
the House and the Senate, because our phi-
losophy is one that is forward-looking and op-
timistic and has worked. We’ve got a record 
to run on. 

There’s an interesting debate in the Dem-
ocrat Party about how quick to pull out of 
Iraq. Pulling out of Iraq before we accom-
plish the mission will make the world a more 
dangerous place. It’s bad policy. I know it 
may sound good politically; it will endanger 
our country to pull out of Iraq before we 
accomplish the mission. 

See, Iraq is a part of the global war on 
terror. It’s not the global war on terror; it’s 

a theater in the global war on terror. And 
if we fail in Iraq, it’s going to embolden Al 
Qaida types. It will weaken the resolve of 
moderate nations to stand up to the Islamic 
fascists. It will cause people to lose their 
nerve and not stay strong. 

And so I look forward to taking the de-
bate—that’s not quite right—kind of getting 
warmed up as a result of your question— 
the timing is not right for me to get out there 
yet. But I think the Democrat economic pol-
icy of raising people’s taxes isn’t going to 
work either. I know they’ll couch it in all 
kinds of language, but really what they’re say-
ing is, we’re going to raise your taxes. 

So, you know, Sheryl, thanks for your 
question. I don’t necessarily buy your 
premise. I feel confident we will hold the 
House and the Senate.Q02 

Let’s see here. Peter [Peter Baker, Wash-
ington Post]. 

CIA Employee Identity Disclosure 
Investigation 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-
dent, when you ran for office for the first 
time, you said you would hold the White 
House to a higher ethical standard. Even if 
Karl Rove did nothing illegal, I wonder 
whether you can say now whether you ap-
prove of his conduct in the CIA leak episode, 
and do you believe he owes Scott McClellan 
or anyone else an apology for misleading 
them? 

The President. I appreciate the job that 
the prosecutor did. I thought he conducted 
himself well in this investigation. He took a 
very thorough, long look at allegations and 
rumors. And I, obviously, along with others 
in the White House, took a sigh of relief 
when he made the decision he made. And 
now we’re going to move forward. And I trust 
Karl Rove, and he’s an integral part of my 
team. 

There’s an ongoing trial, Peter, and I know 
the temptation is—not the temptation, you’ll 
keep asking questions during the course of 
the trial. We’re not going to comment be-
yond that. 

Yes. Jim Axelrod [CBS News]. 
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Progress in Iraq/War on Terror 
Q. Good morning, Mr. President. You 

seem quite energized by this moment of op-
portunity. 

The President. No, I’m just fighting off 
fatigue. 

Q. I know the feeling, sir. I’m wondering, 
though, if there are ever moments of doubt 
about your decisions and strategy in Iraq. Do 
you ever have a moment where you feel this 
just won’t end well, that no matter how many 
Zarqawis are killed, the insurgents are just 
never going to give up? 

The President. Well, one of the reasons 
I went to Iraq was to be able to sit down 
with an Iraqi government to determine 
whether or not they have the will to succeed. 

Success in Iraq depends upon the Iraqis. 
If the Iraqis don’t have the will to succeed, 
they’re not going to succeed. We can have 
all the will we want; I can have all the con-
fidence in the ability for us to bring people 
to justice, but if they choose not to take the— 
make the hard decisions and to implement 
a plan, they’re not going to make it. And so 
one of the things I went to Iraq to do was 
to, as best as I possibly can, expel any doubt 
in my mind as to whether or not we have 
a partner that is going to do the hard work. 

One of the interesting things that—and by 
the way, I believe we will have a partner to 
do the hard work. I made it clear to the Gov-
ernment there that it’s up to them to suc-
ceed. It’s really up to them to put a plan 
in place and execute it. We’ll help, but it’s— 
they were elected by the people; they’re liv-
ing under a Constitution that the people en-
dorsed; and they have to follow through. 

And that’s why I was most interested in 
hearing the Prime Minister’s plans on elec-
tricity and energy and security. As I men-
tioned to you, there’s an operation now going 
on in Baghdad that he helped put together, 
that we’re helping him on. He recognizes 
that the capital city of a country sends impor-
tant signals to the rest of the country—the 
security of the capital city—to the country 
and the world. He knows that. And that’s why 
he has worked out a robust plan, with our 
help. 

And so doubts about whether or not this 
Government can—has got the will to go for-
ward was expelled. That’s why I went. In 

other words, sitting here in America, won-
dering whether or not these people have got 
what it takes can create uncertainty. I’ve 
eliminated that uncertainty. I was able to sit 
with the man and talk to him. 

I was also pleased to meet with his Cabi-
net. You might remember, it wasn’t all that 
long ago that there were some doubts in peo-
ple’s minds as to whether or not this Govern-
ment had the capacity to put a unity govern-
ment—as a matter of fact, there was doubts 
after the first election as to whether or not 
a portion of the population would even par-
ticipate in the elections. And last December 
a lot of folks voted, from all different aspects 
of society, and the Government reflects that. 
And that was important for me to see first-
hand as well. 

The enemy has an advantage in this war, 
because they can get on our TV screens every 
day. And of course, it upsets me when I see 
the loss of innocent life, and it upsets me 
to know that our service men and women 
are losing their lives. I’m like most Ameri-
cans, it is—death affects my way of thinking. 
But I also understand the stakes of this war, 
see. I understand how important it is to de-
feat the enemy. Now, I recognize some in 
the country don’t feel that same sense of ur-
gency I do. But Al Qaida is real; their philos-
ophy is a real philosophy; they have ambi-
tions. Their stated goal is to drive us out of 
Iraq before a government can defend itself 
and govern itself and sustain itself, so they 
can have safe haven from which to launch 
further attacks. And my most important job 
is to protect the American people from harm. 
And I understand the stakes of this war, and 
I understand this battlefront in Iraq. 

And I want to repeat something: Iraq is 
not the only part of this war. It’s an essential 
part, but it’s not the only part of the war 
on terror. And so the decisions I make are 
all aimed at protecting the American people 
and understanding the vast stakes involved. 
If the United States of America leaves before 
this Iraqi Government can defend itself and 
sustain itself and govern itself, it will be a 
major blow in the war on terror. Al Qaida 
will benefit. And make no mistake about it, 
they still want to do innocent people harm, 
whether it be in the Middle East or whether 
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it be here in the United States of America. 
The stakes are high in Iraq. 

And my trip over there gave me con-
fidence that we have a partner that is capable 
of setting priority and developing a plan to 
meet those priorities, and then following 
through to see that those priorities are met. 
And my assurances to him were, you get good 
plans and you have the desire to follow 
through; we’ll help you. We’ll help you. We 
will do what it takes to help you succeed. 
It’s in our national interest to do so. 

Let’s see here. Bret [Bret Baier, FOX 
News]. 

Iraqi Government 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Could you 

characterize the worry you heard from Iraqi 
leaders about U.S. troop levels that you first 
mentioned on the flight home from Iraq? 
And here in the Rose Garden a week ago, 
you said that Zarqawi’s death is an oppor-
tunity for Iraq’s new Government to turn the 
tide in this struggle. After your visit, do you 
truly believe that the tide is turning in Iraq? 

The President. First part of the question? 
I’m sorry. 

Q. About the worry that you—— 
The President. Yes. No question, there 

are concerns about whether or not the 
United States will stand with this Govern-
ment. And I can understand why. You know, 
ours is a society that encourages debate, and 
people are free to express themselves. And 
they do so; they say, ‘‘Look, this is my view 
of how we ought to go forward; this is what 
I think.’’ And the willingness of some to say 
that ‘‘If we’re in power, we’ll withdraw on 
a set timetable,’’ concerns people in Iraq, be-
cause they understand our coalition forces 
provide a sense of stability, so they can ad-
dress old wrongs and develop their strategy 
and plan to move forward. They need our 
help, and they recognize that. And so they 
are concerned about that. 

And I’m concerned that an enemy will 
hear the wrong message. And then I’m also 
concerned that there are people inside Iraq 
who have yet to make up their mind as to 
whether or not they want to help this Gov-
ernment succeed, or maybe, or just maybe 
America will lose its nerve and, therefore, 
something else, a new team may show up. 

And so I made it very clear to the Iraqis, 
and I’m going to make it clear to them again 
right here that we’re going—we’ll stay with 
them and help them succeed. 

I know there is a lot of discussion about 
troop levels. Those troop levels will be de-
cided upon by General Casey. He will make 
the recommendations, in consultation with 
an Iraqi government. But whatever decision 
General Casey makes, the message is going 
to be, ‘‘We stand with you.’’ In other words, 
if you’re more capable, it requires less troops, 
but nevertheless, we’re still with you. 

Other part? 
Q. Is the tide turning in Iraq? 
The President. I think—tide turning— 

see, as I remember—I was raised in the 
desert, but tides kind of—it’s easy to see a 
tide turn—did I say those words? 

Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. Yes, I probably ought to 

then reflect on those words and think that— 
I sense something different happening in 
Iraq. The progress will be steady toward a 
goal that has clearly been defined. In other 
words, I hope there’s not an expectation from 
people that, all of a sudden, there’s going 
to be zero violence—in other words, it’s just 
not going to be the case. On the other hand, 
I do think we’ll be able to measure progress. 
You can measure progress in capacity of Iraqi 
units. You can measure progress in 
megawatts of electricity delivered. You can 
measure progress in terms of oil sold on the 
market on behalf of the Iraqi people. There’s 
ways to determine whether or not this Gov-
ernment’s plans are succeeding. 

But I know there’s a tangible difference 
between the Government that is now in place 
and previous governments, and the reason 
why is because this is a government that’s 
formed under elections and a Constitution. 
And it’s a unity government, and so people 
have a sense of—they’re pulling for their 
Government to succeed. And the reason why 
is, by far, the vast majority of Iraqis want 
a normal life. They want their children to 
be able to go out in the street and play. They 
want there to be a good education system. 
They want to be able to have their business— 
their little storefront business flourish with-
out fear of bombing. That’s what they want. 
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And so they’re pulling for this Government 
to succeed. And it’s a government that they 
elected. It’s not a government that we ap-
pointed; it’s a government that they elected. 
They have a vital stake in the future of this 
Government. And so there is a noticeable 
change. And whoever said it’s a tide turning, 
and all that needs—never mind. [Laughter] 

Elaine [Elaine Quijano, Cable News Net-
work]. 

President’s Visit to Iraq 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. What kind 

of signal do you think it sends to the Iraqi 
people that your administration notified the 
leader of Iraq’s sovereign Government only 
5 minutes beforehand of your arrival? And 
was there a specific security concern about 
either Prime Minister Maliki’s inner circle 
or others that led you to make that decision? 

The President. No, I think—look, it’s a 
security concern because I’m a high-value 
target for some. And Iraq is a dangerous 
place. The American people have got to 
know that I will take precautions when I trav-
el somewhere. I’m not going to put our Gov-
ernment at risk to achieve a very important 
trip. And therefore, we were—a lot of people 
didn’t know about it. Half my Cabinet didn’t 
know about it. Does that mean I’m going to 
run them off? No. I just—we want to make 
sure we’re extra secret about this deal. And 
the reason why is, Iraq is dangerous. It’s a 
dangerous place. And I think if there was 
ample notification that I was coming, perhaps 
it would have given somebody a chance to 
plan, and we just didn’t want to take that 
risk. 

There is no question about Prime Minister 
Maliki’s—when he walked in, I never—I 
didn’t fear. I was happy to see him, and he 
was happy to see me. But you should expect 
the President to be—to take precaution. I 
take precaution when I go somewhere here 
in the United States. Obviously, not to that 
extent, but nevertheless, we’re careful. And 
that’s what the people expect, us to be care-
ful. 

I appreciate the efforts that went into this 
trip. There are a lot of people that worked 
hard to make sure this worked. And it worked 
well. It was a good trip. And it was an exciting 
trip, by the way. I was up there in the cockpit 

of that airplane coming into Baghdad, watch-
ing Colonel Tillman steer us in. It was an 
unbelievable, unbelievable feeling. And 
walking into that ballroom there in Saddam’s 
old palace, to see our—see our people on 
the frontlines of changing history was an ex-
citing moment for me. It’s a thrill to be able 
to shake their hands and look them in the 
eye and tell them America appreciates what 
they’re doing. I really, really appreciated the 
fact that I was able to go and—no matter 
how secret it was. 

McKinnon [John McKinnon, Wall Street 
Journal]. 

Progress in Iraq 
Q. Thank you, sir. You just mentioned that 

you think the United States will be able to 
measure progress in terms of electricity and 
oil and violence. And I’m wondering if you 
can say how you’re going to measure that in 
terms of time. In other words, are you going 
to put a 6-month timeframe on this, or a 12- 
month timeframe on this? 

The President. John, I know—look, I un-
derstand the pressures to put timetables out 
there on everything. And my answer to you 
is, is that we will work with the Iraqi Govern-
ment to do what’s realistic. And the people 
on the ground will help me understand what 
is realistic. We will know whether or not the 
Government is capable of following through 
because we’re going to help them follow 
through. 

The answer to electricity is, sooner the bet-
ter. It’s hot over there, and it would be help-
ful if people had the capacity to cool their 
homes. It would be a pretty good signal that 
the Government is making a difference in 
somebody’s life. 

There are certain projects that are easier 
to achieve than others. Fixing the infrastruc-
ture of the northern Iraq oil fields is going 
to be more difficult to do. It’s old; it’s tired; 
it’s been destroyed by an enemy. And it’s 
going to take a while to get that done, and 
so we’ve got to be realistic with this Govern-
ment. There is a—but, nevertheless, I do be-
lieve that it makes sense to develop, with 
them, benchmarks, so we can measure 
progress. And once those are in place, and 
to the extent they are, we’ll be glad to share 
them with you. 
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Part of my visit yesterday was a strategy 
session, to sit down with a partner, the Prime 
Minister, Maliki, to figure out how to move 
forward, to listen to his plans and how we 
can help his plans. The important thing for 
me to hear from him is, ‘‘Here’s what I in-
tend to do,’’ he says; not, ‘‘Here’s what we 
want you to do,’’ like the oil suggestion. I 
really meant what I said; it was just a sugges-
tion. It wasn’t, ‘‘You must do this.’’ And same 
with the electricity. And he made a point to 
have his Electricity Minister brief my Cabi-
net, because he wanted us to know that he 
has a plan to put in place. The guy, by the 
way, said, ‘‘I need your help.’’ And we’ll pro-
vide the help as best as we can. 

You know, the ultimate judge about 
whether this Government is making a dif-
ference is going to be the Iraqi people, and 
these elected officials know that. That’s the 
great thing about being elected; you get a 
sense if people don’t, kind of, like what 
you’re doing—or not. And democracy causes 
you to respond to the people’s needs. Tyrants 
don’t have to. They don’t have—sometimes 
they may have to, but they always have got 
kind of an interesting way of helping suppress 
dissent. This elected Government is going to 
have to respond to the people, and that’s a 
big change. 

Remember that Saddam did a really good 
job of milking the society to keep himself 
in power. In other words, the infrastructure 
is destroyed, or a lot of it is destroyed and 
dilapidated. We heard that over and over 
again in Baghdad. People said, ‘‘You’ve got 
to understand how backward we are com-
pared to where we want to be.’’ And he di-
vided society and pitted people against each 
other in order to justify his own presence. 
And we’re having to deal with that. The 
Iraqis are having to deal with that. 

And I was impressed by their willingness 
to be up front about the past. And it’s going 
to be difficult work, no question about it. 
There are still resentments and bitterness, 
and people wondering, does the future be-
long to them. The Sunni—I was impressed, 
by the way, by the Speaker—Denny Hastert 
told me I’d like him; Denny met with him. 
And I was impressed by him. He’s a fellow 
that had been put in prison by Saddam and, 
interestingly enough, put in prison by us. And 

he made a decision to participate in the Gov-
ernment. And he was an articulate person. 
He talked about running the Parliament. It 
was interesting to see a person that could 
have been really bitter talk about the skills 
he’s going to need to bring people together 
to run the Parliament. And I found him to 
be a hopeful person. 

They tell me that he wouldn’t have taken 
my phone call a year ago—I think I might 
have shared this with you at one point in 
time—and there I was, sitting next to the 
guy. And I think he enjoyed it as much as 
I did. It was a refreshing moment. And the 
Deputy Speaker was there as well. 

Let’s see here. Ann [Ann Compton, ABC 
News]. 

Iraqi Government 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Yesterday 

while you were gone, Senator Kerry, who was 
your challenger in the last election—— 

The President. I remember that. 
Q. You remember that. [Laughter] He said 

he now regrets his votes on the war. And, 
actually, I think Senator Clinton at the same 
meeting, actually heard some boos when she 
said that she did not support a timetable for 
withdrawal. Do you see, as some of your crit-
ics do, a parallel between what’s going on 
in Iraq now and Vietnam? 

The President. No. 
Q. Why? 
The President. Because there’s a duly 

elected government; 12 million people voted. 
They said, ‘‘We want something different 
from tyranny; we want to live in a free soci-
ety.’’ And not only did they vote for a govern-
ment; they voted for a Constitution. Obvi-
ously, there is sectarian violence, but this is, 
in many ways, religious in nature, and I don’t 
see the parallels. 

You know, look—I thought you were going 
to ask, do I regret what I did. Absolutely not. 
I made the right decision in Iraq. It’s the 
right thing to get rid of Saddam Hussein. And 
now it’s the right thing to stand with this 
Government when they build a new democ-
racy. And I reminded the Iraqi people, their 
democracy doesn’t have to look like us. It’s 
their country, and the Government ought to 
reflect their traditions and their history. All 
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we expect is, people to be treated with re-
spect and there to be self-governance in a 
way that tolerates differences of opinion. 

Yes, Peter [Peter Wallsten, Los Angeles 
Times]. Are you going to ask that question 
with shades on? 

CIA Employee Identity Disclosure 
Investigation 

Q. I can take them off. 
The President. I’m interested in the 

shade look, seriously. 
Q. All right, I’ll keep it then. 
The President. For the viewers, there’s 

no sun. [Laughter] 
Q. I guess it depends on your perspective. 

[Laughter] 
The President. Touche. [Laughter] 
Q. Following up on the other Peter’s ques-

tion about Karl Rove, you said you were re-
lieved with what happened yesterday. But 
the American public, over the course of this 
investigation, has learned a lot about what 
was going on in your White House that they 
didn’t know before, during that time, the way 
some people were trying to go after Joe Wil-
son, in some ways. I’m wondering if, over 
the course of this investigation, that you have 
learned anything that you didn’t know before 
about what was going on in your administra-
tion. And do you have any work to do to re-
build credibility that might have been lost? 

The President. I think that—first of all, 
the decision by the prosecutor speaks for 
itself. He had a full investigation. Karl Rove 
went in front of the grand jury like—I 
don’t—a lot of times. More times than—they 
took a hard look at his role. 

Secondly, as I told the other Peter, I’m 
going to tell you that there’s an ongoing trial; 
it’s a serious business. And I’ve made the 
comments I’m going to make about this inci-
dent, and I’m going to put this part of the 
situation behind us and move forward. 

Let’s see here—yes, sure. Richard [Rich-
ard Bennadetto, USA Today]. 

Public Opinion on Iraq/War on Terror 
Q. Mr. President, the death of Zarqawi 

and the formation of the new Government 
in Iraq has given you a chance to re-engage 
the American people on Iraq. A majority of 
the people still say that the war was a mis-

take. Do you think that the people have 
turned off on Iraq? Or do you think they’re 
still winnable back, to consider that it was 
worth it? 

The President. I think the people want 
to know, can we win? That’s what they want 
to know. Listen, admittedly, there are a 
group of people in our country that say, ‘‘It 
wasn’t worth it; get out now.’’ And that opin-
ion is being expressed. As these campaigns 
start approaching, you’ll hear more people 
say, I suspect, ‘‘It’s a mistake; Bush shouldn’t 
have done what he did; pull out.’’ And that’s 
a legitimate debate to have in America, and 
I look forward to the debate. I will remind 
the American people, if we pull out before 
we achieve our objective, the world will be 
a lot more dangerous and America will be 
more at risk. 

Then there are some in the country that 
say, ‘‘We understand the stakes, but do they 
have a plan to win, can they possibly win?’’ 
And I will continue to explain to the Amer-
ican people, winning means a government 
that can sustain itself, defend itself, and gov-
ern itself, and an ally in the war on terror. 
And we will help this Government do that. 
And one of the reasons I went to Iraq was 
to determine whether or not we have a part-
ner which is capable of making the tough 
decisions necessary to achieve our objective. 

The American people have got to under-
stand that Iraq is a part of the war on terror. 
Now, Richard, I fully understand how people 
might have made the decision that America 
is no longer under threat or the lessons of 
September the 11th were just momentary 
lessons. I can understand that. But I have 
a responsibility to lay out what I believe. And 
the lessons learned from September the 11th 
are still an integral part of my thinking, and 
I’ll continue to make decisions based upon 
the lessons. 

And I know there is an international 
jihadist movement that desires to do us harm, 
and they have territorial ambitions. The rea-
son I know that is, that’s what they’ve told 
us. And part of their territorial ambition is 
to have safe haven in Iraq. That’s what 
they’ve said. That’s what the enemy has clear-
ly said. And it seems like to me that the Com-
mander in Chief ought to listen to what the 
enemy says. And they believe capitalists and 
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democratic societies are soft, and it’s a matter 
of time before we pull out. 

And that’s why one message that I will con-
tinue to send to the enemy is, don’t count 
on us leaving before the mission is complete. 
Don’t bet on it; don’t bet on American poli-
tics forcing my hand, because it’s not going 
to happen. I’m going to make decisions not 
based upon politics but based upon what’s 
best for the United States of America. 

But I understand why people, Richard, are 
concerned, because progress is hard to see. 
You know, it’s one thing to say, ‘‘We’ve got 
Zarqawi;’’ that’s progress; it’s another thing 
to say, ‘‘I met with the man, and I believe 
he can make the right decisions.’’ And so 
somebody is going to say, ‘‘Sure, well, show 
me.’’ And I understand that. And I under-
stand how tough it is for the American people 
to reconcile death on their TV screens with 
the President saying, we’re making incre-
mental progress toward an important goal. 
But what I hope they understand is how im-
portant it is we succeed in Iraq, that the 
country is more dangerous if we don’t—the 
world is more dangerous if we don’t succeed. 

And so I’m going to keep talking about 
it and talking about—because I believe pas-
sionately we’re doing the right thing. And 
I’ve told the American people this: If I didn’t 
think we could succeed and if I didn’t think 
it was worth it, I’d pull our troops out. And 
I mean that. 

And one reason I went to Iraq yesterday, 
no matter how secretive the trip was, was 
to get a firsthand feel for how those people 
are thinking over there, what are they like. 
I understand leadership. Leadership requires 
determination. You’ve got to be determined 
to do something in order to be able to lead, 
particularly in difficult circumstances. You’ve 
got to have will. You’ve got to have desire 
to succeed, and you’ve got to have a plan. 
And that’s what I found in Iraq. 

It’s really important that the Iraqi people 
have no doubt in their mind that we will help 
this Government succeed. It’s important for 
them to understand that. And I know there’s 
going to be different voices, and there should 
be different voices out of America. That’s 
where we’re great. That’s what makes us in-
teresting and great; people can say whatever 
they want to say as they try to attract votes. 

But my voice—what you hear from me, no 
matter what these polls and all the business 
look like, is that it’s worth it, it is necessary, 
and we will succeed. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
9:45 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Nuri 
al-Maliki, Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir al- 
Mufriji, Minister of Interior Jawad al-Bulani, Min-
ister of Electricity Karim Wahid al-Hasan, Speak-
er of the Council of Representatives Mahmoud 
al-Mashhadani, and Deputy Speaker of the Coun-
cil of Representatives Khaled Atea of Iraq; senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who 
was killed in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7; Gen. 
George W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, 
Multi-National Force—Iraq; U.S. Ambassador to 
Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; Robert M. Kimmit, Dep-
uty Secretary of the Treasury; Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Patrick J. Fitz-
gerald, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District 
of Illinois and Department of Justice CIA leak 
investigation Special Prosecutor; and Col. Mark 
Tillman, USAF, commander, Presidential Airlift 
Group. A reporter referred to former Ambassador 
Joseph C. Wilson IV, who served as CIA envoy 
to Niger in February, 2002. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Alvaro Uribe of Colombia 
June 14, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my honor to welcome back to the 
Oval Office mi amigo, el Presidente. Mr. 
President, we’re glad you’re here. This is my 
first chance to be able to congratulate the 
President for a very strong victory. I asked 
him what it’s like to win with a lot of votes. 
[Laughter] He was obviously a good cam-
paigner that had a message that the Colom-
bian people appreciated. So first of all, con-
gratulations for a grand victory. 

President Uribe is a personal friend. I’m 
able to talk very frankly with him about a 
variety of subjects. I told him that one of 
the things I admire is, he’s a strong believer 
in democracy, human rights, human dignity. 
He’s got a tough job in dealing with 
narcoterrorist groups in his country, but he’s 
committed to dealing firmly with 
narcoterrorism. He’s committed to helping 
reconcile past differences. He’s committed 
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to helping people get back into society. And 
I appreciate those commitments. He’s com-
mitted to human rights. 

We talked about trade. We negotiated a 
free trade agreement. We’ve still got some 
details to work out, but we committed our-
selves to working out those details and try 
to get this done as quickly as we can. I will 
submit the agreement to Congress once it 
gets done, and I would hope members of 
both political parties understand the impor-
tance of a free trade agreement with this vital 
ally of ours. 

We talked about the neighborhood. We 
talked about—he came from a meeting with 
some of the Andean neighbors, and he 
brought messages, and he shared some 
thoughts with me. I appreciate strategizing 
with the President about how to make sure 
our neighborhood is a peaceful and hopeful 
place. 

I told President Uribe that one of the 
things I will do a better job of is commu-
nicating to the people of South America and 
Central America my country’s desire to pro-
mote justice and education and health. We 
spend about $1.6 billion a year in Central 
and South America. I want the people to un-
derstand that money is meant to help them, 
to help improve their lives. I want the people 
to understand America is a considerate coun-
try, that we care about justice. 

And so, Mr. President, I am really pleased 
you’re here. It’s good to see you again. And 
again, congratulations on a great victory. 

President Uribe. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I want to repeat my gratitude to your 
Government, to you personally, to your Con-
gress, to the U.S. public opinion, for the per-
manent support of my country. I appreciate 
your friendship, your permanent advice, and 
we have many challenges before us. 

One challenge is that Colombia can over-
come this long nightmare of terrorism. I un-
derstand the mandate my fellow country citi-
zens have given me to work harder and with 
better results for my country to get peace, 
and the United States cooperation is nec-
essary. 

In the last 2 years, we have not gotten 
the—[inaudible]—result in dropping the 
areas with illegal drugs. One point we have 
studied this morning with President Bush is 

how to speed up the eradication of drugs, 
because we need to show better results in 
this area. 

And of course, as President Bush has in-
formed to you, we spoke about our free trade 
agreement and some pending points. And we 
spoke about the necessity in Colombia and 
in all the Central American and South Amer-
ican countries to improve social cohesion. 
For I thank President Bush, he’s willing— 
his willingness and determination to help us 
in education, in social issues, because we 
need to conduct hand in hand our fight 
against terrorism with our fight to create so-
cial cohesion, not only in Colombia but in 
the whole region as well. 

President Bush. Gracias, amigo. Thank 
you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Iraq Study Group 
June 14, 2006 

I want to thank a distinguished group of 
Americans, led by Jim Baker and Lee Ham-
ilton, for your willingness to look at the way 
forward in Iraq and to provide advice to the 
administration, to the Congress, and to the 
American people about the proper strategies 
and tactics to achieve success. 

Iraq is a complex situation. It is vital that 
we succeed. And the fact that you all are will-
ing to lend your expertise to help chart the 
way forward means a lot. And I can’t thank 
you enough. We’ve got Republicans at the 
table; we’ve got Democrats at the table; 
we’ve got people who’ve served in the admin-
istration, administrations past, our court sys-
tem, and the legislative branch. And you 
bring a lot of expertise and a lot of knowl-
edge, and the fact that you’re willing to lend 
your expertise and knowledge to help our 
country means a lot. 

Once again, you’ve been called to serve, 
and once again, you are serving, and we 
thank you for that a lot. Appreciate you very 
much. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:36 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to James A. Baker III and Lee 
H. Hamilton, co-chairs, Iraq Study Group. 

Remarks at the Initiative for Global 
Development’s 2006 National 
Summit 

June 15, 2006 

Thank you all. Whatever successes this ad-
ministration has had in combating global pov-
erty, Colin Powell gets a lot of credit. I will 
spend some time talking about our responsi-
bility as government to address global pov-
erty. It’s a responsibility we take seriously, 
and it’s a responsibility that Colin Powell car-
ried out in his distinguished tenure as the 
Secretary of State of our country. I want to 
thank you for being a friend, and thank you 
for your service to the country. He’s a good 
man. 

Thank you all for allowing me to come by 
to speak. I appreciate the cofounders and the 
leaders of the Global Development effort. I 
want to thank you for having this summit. 
Thank you for being what I call social entre-
preneurs, people who care about the plight 
of other people. 

The facts are these: Across the globe, more 
than a billion people live on less than a dollar 
a day. That should be a troubling statistic to 
all Americans. They lead lives of hunger; they 
lead lives of desperation. Every day is a strug-
gle just to survive. That struggle ought to in-
spire us here in America. It’s inspired you; 
it ought to inspire all our citizens. 

I want to thank you for lending your exper-
tise and your funds to address problems 
alongside your Government. Colin said, ‘‘You 
know, this is not a governmental effort; it’s 
not a business effort; it’s not an NGO effort; 
it’s a combined effort by a lot of compas-
sionate hearts to address a significant prob-
lem.’’ And so I’m here to thank you for your 
commitment and to let you know, we’re 
pleased to stand with you. 

I want to thank Susan Schwab, who trav-
eled with me today. Maybe you don’t know 
who she is, but you will soon, because she 
just got sworn in as the new Trade Rep-
resentative for the United States. So who do 

you pick to be the Trade Minister? Well, you 
pick somebody who is a good negotiator, for 
starters, somebody who understands that 
opening markets is in our national interest 
and that when you open a market, you make 
sure—as we open our markets, you make 
sure you’re treated fairly. That’s what we 
want. That’s all we want. We want to be able 
to tell the American people that free trade 
is good for our country, but fair trade means 
that it’s responsible. And so she understands 
that. She’ll be a good, hard negotiator, but 
she also understands something I under-
stand, and that is, trade is one of the best 
ways to help lift people out of poverty. I’m 
going to talk about that in a little bit. 

I’m sorry Laura couldn’t be with me here. 
She’s a—she is a person who cares deeply 
about the suffering in places like the con-
tinent of Africa. When she travels, she brings 
the message to the people there that a lot 
of Americans care deeply about AIDS or care 
deeply about hunger or malaria. She sends 
her greetings. I’m lucky she said yes when 
I asked her to marry me. I think this country 
is lucky to have her as an ambassadress for 
the good hearts of the American people. 

I thank Bill Clapp and General 
Shalikashvili, former Senator Dan Evans, Bill 
Ruckelshaus, cofounders of the Initiative for 
Global Development. Thank you for being 
farsighted. Thank you for calling people to 
action. I thank the members who are here 
as well. 

I appreciate Ambassador Randy Tobias. 
He had a pretty easy job there in Indianapolis 
at one time. [Laughter] I asked him to—I 
asked him, I said, ‘‘Look, Randy, you’ve got 
management skills, and you care; why don’t 
you serve your country, see; why don’t you 
come here to Washington, DC, and put up 
with all the rhetoric and the noise and the 
sharp elbows and do something for people 
around the world.’’ And he did. He ran the— 
he ran our HIV/AIDS initiative, and he did 
a really good job. 

America is on the leading edge of fighting 
HIV/AIDS, and one of the reasons we’re ef-
fective is because of Randy Tobias. So I’m 
confident he wanted to leave—‘‘See, I got 
a place in Montana where I can fish.’’ I think 
you got one in Montana, don’t you? Yes, he 
started talking about his fishing place in 
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Montana. My answer was, ‘‘You’re not 
through yet.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘You need 
to run USAID.’’ It’s an important part of 
helping deal with global poverty. It’s an im-
portant part of our strategy. I want to thank 
you for staying on, and I want to thank you 
for your hard work and your vision. You rep-
resent the very best of corporate America. 
You get your skills; you make a living; and 
then you come and serve your fellow coun-
trymen and the world. Randy, I really thank 
you for the inspiration and the example 
you’ve set. 

I’m going to talk about the Millennium 
Challenge Account. Colin mentioned it. The 
head of it is here today, John Danilovich. We 
were really kind of bureaucratic when we 
first got the thing set up. Like, we weren’t 
moving money out the door, and Congress 
began to get nervous. I remember Colin was 
coming to the Oval saying, ‘‘Look, it’s a great 
idea, but we got to show some results here 
pretty quick.’’ Danilovich understands the 
job is to be less bureaucratic and more for-
ward-leaning when it comes to implementing 
the Millennium Challenge Account strategy. 
I want to thank you for taking on this impor-
tant job. 

And I also want to thank my friend Rob 
Mosbacher, fellow Texan, who’s running 
OPIC. Appreciate you serving the country. 
Thanks for coming up from Houston to 
serve. 

Here’s what I believe: I believe to whom 
much is given, much is required. This coun-
try has been given a lot. We’ve got a great 
system; we’ve got wonderful entrepreneurs; 
and we’re wealthy. We’re wealthy because of 
the ingenuity of the American people. We’re 
wealthy because there’s risk-takers. We’re 
wealthy because we’ve got a fiscal system that 
encourages the private sector to flourish. 
We’re wealthy because we’re a country of 
rules and laws. 

I also believe that with prosperity comes 
an enormous responsibility. We have a moral 
duty to care for those who hurt here at home, 
and we have a moral duty to care for those— 
as best as we can for those abroad. That’s 
part of the foreign policy of our country. It’s 
a foreign policy that Secretary of State Powell 
helped implement—helped form and imple-
ment. We believe every person, no matter 

their income or economic status, bears the 
image of a Creator. That’s what I believe. 
I believe every person, no matter their in-
come or their status or where they live, has 
dignity of matchless value. And we believe 
that those who live in the most extreme pov-
erty deserve this country’s help. 

Fighting global poverty reflects this coun-
try’s values. It serves our Nation’s interests 
as well. It’s the country’s economic interest 
that we fight global poverty, because as de-
veloping nations grow in prosperity, they cre-
ate better lives for their citizens and markets 
for U.S. products. It’s in our security interests 
that we fight global poverty, because weak-
ened, impoverished states are attractive safe 
havens for terrorists and tyrants and inter-
national criminals. We believe that young 
people without opportunities are susceptible 
to ideologies of hatred. And so by helping 
poor nations create a more hopeful future, 
we can not only build prosperity; we reduce 
the appeal of radicalism. 

Our values and our interests draw us to 
the same conclusion: The reduction of ex-
treme poverty in our world must be a key 
objective of American foreign policy. And it 
is. And so today I want to talk to you about 
the need for us to expand trade, to promote 
freedom, and to reform the programs that 
we have in place, in order to achieve results, 
in order to say that—to the American tax-
payer, the money is not only being spent; it’s 
being spent wisely. 

First, the strategy to defeat extreme pov-
erty begins with trade. That’s sometimes hard 
for some people to connect with. It’s kind 
of a—people don’t quite understand why 
that’s the case. One way to describe it, the 
value of trade, is this: The value of trade is 
more than 10 times the value of foreign in-
vestment and foreign aid combined. In other 
words, prosperity as a result of trade is more 
likely—10 times more likely to have a posi-
tive effect on somebody living in a poor soci-
ety than just investment and grants. 

History has shown what I’m talking about. 
Take the example of South Korea. It’s prob-
ably hard for some to remember, back in the 
’50s, particularly if you were born in the 
’60s—[laughter]—but South Korea was one 
of the poorest nations in Asia. South Korea 
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reformed its economy and opened its mar-
kets to the world. And today, export 
growth—the capacity for people to find work 
in South Korea, for products that are sold 
elsewhere—has made this country the tenth 
largest economy in the world. 

India, for a long period of time, had re-
stricted its markets. India opened its markets 
to global trade 15 years ago. It has doubled 
the size of its economy since then and cre-
ated a middle class which is larger than the 
entire population of the United States. 

I don’t believe these are isolated examples. 
The World Bank study found that developing 
nations that lowered their trade barriers in 
the 1990s grew three times faster than those 
that did not. Economic growth is one impor-
tant way to reduce poverty. It’s the most ef-
fective way to reduce poverty. The best way 
to help millions mired in poverty is to expand 
the benefits of global trade. That’s part of 
this administration’s strategy. 

I asked Congress, and Congress granted 
trade promotion authority. It took a lot of 
work, as you recall, Mr. Secretary, but it was 
a necessary part of our capacity to expand 
trade. And since then, we’ve completed ne-
gotiations on free trade agreements with 15 
nations on 5 continents with a combined pop-
ulation of 200 million people. 

We’ve built on the success of the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act. For those of 
you who follow the economic vitality of Afri-
ca, you know that AGOA has been a very 
effective policy. It was put in place by my 
predecessor, President Clinton. And we 
signed into law the AGOA Acceleration Act. 
In other words, we took the step that Presi-
dent Clinton took and took it farther. 

And it’s worked. That’s what’s important 
for our citizens to understand. Trade helps 
lift people out of poverty. Since AGOA’s in-
ception, U.S. imports from Africa have in-
creased by 114 percent. Last year, over 98 
percent of U.S. imports from AGOA-eligible 
countries entered this country duty-free. 
When somebody is able to sell a product into 
the United States, it means somebody is 
working. It means somebody has got a job. 
It means that people aren’t reliant upon the 
Government to help them realize their 
dreams. This is like—AGOA has created new 
opportunities. Americans have got to under-

stand that when we talk about trade, we’re 
not only talking about enhancing economic 
growth and vitality; we’re helping people get 
out of poverty. Trade is an important part 
of making sure that we implement this strat-
egy. 

You know, the AGOA showed that bipar-
tisan cooperation here in Washington is pos-
sible. And one thing you can help is to make 
sure that bipartisan cooperation on other 
trade agreements is possible in Washington, 
DC. If you’re genuinely serious about reduc-
ing poverty, you need to help us make sure 
this Nation does not become a protectionist 
nation. The tendencies are to say, ‘‘Let’s just 
wall ourselves off from competition.’’ But if 
we become a protectionist nation, if we lose 
our confidence and our capacity to compete 
in the global economy, it will make it much 
harder to achieve the common goal of reduc-
ing global poverty. 

Now we’re confronted with a really good 
opportunity, by the way, to deal with global 
poverty, and that is to complete the Doha 
round of the WTO negotiations. And it’s 
tough sledding right now. You know, national 
interests seem to be kind of more important 
than a—than reducing barriers and tariffs 
across the world. You know, local politics has 
a lot to do with whether or not this Doha 
round is going to get completed, and I under-
stand that. And I knew that going into the 
negotiations. 

And that’s why at the United Nations last 
year, I made this pledge on behalf of the 
American people: We’re ready to eliminate 
all tariffs and subsidies and other barriers to 
free flow of goods and services, and we ex-
pect other nations to do the same. That’s 
what I said to get the Doha round moving. 
See, we’re ready to make the move—on agri-
culture and services and manufacturing, but 
we expect other nations to do the same thing. 
We expect other nations to give us market 
access. I want to be able to go to people here 
in the United States, producers, and say, ‘‘We 
got you market access so you can compete 
fairly.’’ And that’s why we’re going to get rid 
of the subsidies that now exist on the books. 

The Doha negotiations are at a critical mo-
ment. It is—in my view, countries in Europe 
have to make a tough decision on farming. 
And the G–20 countries have to make a 
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tough decision on manufacturing. And the 
United States is prepared to make a tough 
decision along with them. That’s my message 
to the world. 

Susan’s going to carry that message. I’m 
going to carry it to Europe next week at the 
EU summit. Now is the time for the world 
to come together and make this world a free 
trading world, not only for the benefit of our 
own economies but as an important part of 
the strategy to reduce poverty around the 
world. 

I think we have to expand freedom in 
order to reduce poverty. Free nations 
produce the vast majority of the world’s eco-
nomic output. Many of the worst dictator-
ships are some of the world’s most poorest 
nations. I believe there’s a correlation be-
tween prosperity and freedom. And this 
country of ours will continue to pursue an 
agenda that understands that human liberty 
is universal. It’s just not a U.S. thing; it’s its 
own—liberty is something that everybody 
yearns for. And freer the world becomes, the 
more prosperous the world becomes and the 
more likely people will not be mired in pov-
erty. 

Nations that build institutions that secure 
the rule of law and respect human dignity 
also are more likely to create an economic 
climate that fosters investment and growth. 
And so we support the rise of free and demo-
cratic societies across the world. And the 
story of freedom is one of the really, really 
interesting chapters of the 21st century, 
when you think about it. From Afghanistan 
to Iraq to Lebanon to Georgia to Ukraine 
to Kyrgyzstan, people have gone to the polls 
and elected their leaders. In the last 5 years, 
more than 110 million people have joined 
the ranks of the free. That’s an astonishing 
development when you think about it. And 
it’s a positive development for those of us 
who care deeply about global poverty. 

As more people gain their freedom, they 
will also gain the opportunity to build a better 
life. That’s a fact of life. And so this country 
has got to be confident in our willingness, 
in our desire to help people—to help free 
people from the clutches of tyrants. I said 
in my second Inaugural speech, ‘‘The goal 
of this country ought to be to end tyranny 
in the 21st century.’’ I could have easily have 

said, ‘‘One way to reduce global poverty is 
to reduce tyranny in the 21st century.’’ 

Free peoples need to do more than cast 
their ballots. We recognize that. Going to the 
polls is not the kind of freedom necessary 
to reduce global poverty. It’s just the begin-
ning of a process to reduce global poverty. 
And so the United States has an obligation 
to help others build the institutions nec-
essary—in a civil society—necessary to be 
able to deal in a—with the advent of free-
dom. And so we’re helping new democracies 
build free institutions that are responsive to 
the people’s needs. And we’re doing so 
through organizations like the National En-
dowment of Democracy. We’ve worked to 
double its budget over the past 5 years. 
Those funds support programs that will help 
form civic organizations. We’re helping dis-
sidents become legislators. We’re helping 
businesses in new market economies orga-
nize trade associations and chambers of com-
merce. It’s the things we take for granted 
here in America, these funds are meant to 
do. 

It’s one thing to promote trade; it’s one 
thing to promote freedom, but we’ve got to 
recognize that our own aid programs have 
got to help complement those objectives. In 
other words, we want results from the money 
we spend. That’s what the American people 
expect, by the way. See, when we talk about 
foreign aid, they expect the foreign aid to 
mean something. You know, I travel around 
a lot. I think about people out there that are 
working hard for a living, and they say, ‘‘You 
know, you’re spending this money overseas. 
Why?’’ And the answer is, because not only 
do we have a moral duty, it’s in our national 
interest to do so. 

But I’ve got to be able to tell them, as 
well, and anybody in elected office has got 
to be able to say, ‘‘We’re making a difference 
with the money, see; it’s actually producing 
results.’’ For decades, we provided aid with 
good intentions. We didn’t always ask if we 
were getting good results. One of the great 
reforms of Colin Powell’s tenure as Secretary 
of State is, he started asking, ‘‘What are the 
results of the programs; what are we achiev-
ing?’’ 

Since 2002, we’ve committed to increase 
the resources we devote to fighting poverty 
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across the world. As Colin mentioned, since 
taking office, we more than doubled assist-
ance around the world from 10 billion to 
271⁄2 billion. It’s the largest increase, by the 
way, of foreign aid since the Marshall Plan. 
And you get a lot of credit for that, Mr. Sec-
retary. I remember you coming into the Oval 
Office saying, ‘‘Let’s put our hearts out there 
for people to see.’’ And one way to do it is 
by increasing our budgets. 

I want to remind you what we’re doing 
with that money. We’re fighting HIV/AIDS, 
and we’re helping countries fight malaria. 
We’re expanding education for women and 
girls. We’re rewarding developing nations 
that move forward with economic and polit-
ical reform. And by the way, shortchanging 
these efforts—Congress has got to under-
stand, in shortchanging these efforts, if they 
choose to do so in the appropriations process, 
they would undercut our long-term security 
and dull the conscience of our country. I urge 
Congress to serve the interests of America 
by showing the compassion of America and 
approve my full funding request for foreign 
assistance this year. 

And as we increase the resources, we’ll in-
crease accountability for those who have re-
ceived American aid. In many poor countries, 
it’s really important for all of us who are in-
volved in this program to admit that corrup-
tion runs deep. And a lot of times, the assist-
ance we have provided has been wasted or 
put in the pockets of corrupt officials. I know 
that’s unpleasant for some to hear, but it’s 
a fact. If we expect the people to support 
us in our efforts to be robust in our compas-
sion overseas, then we’ve got to recognize 
that sometimes that money gets stolen and 
people don’t get the results for the money 
that they expect. 

And so we decided to do something about 
it. We decided that our foreign policy ought 
to recognize true compassion as measured by 
real improvements, not just by the amount 
of money spent. And real improvement is the 
goal of our assistance. 

And so we’ve set up the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account. And it was set up under the— 
in the State Department when Colin was 
there. And here’s what it says, it says, ‘‘We 
want to grant you money. We want to give 
assistance, but you’ve got to be responsible. 

You, the recipient, have got to be responsible 
for fighting corruption, embracing demo-
cratic government, encouraging free mar-
kets, and investing in the health and edu-
cation of your people.’’ 

I remember when we put that out, it was 
a little controversial, as you remember. I 
don’t see what’s controversial in that. I don’t 
see what’s wrong with saying to a nation, 
‘‘You don’t get any money if you’re corrupt.’’ 
Because we believe countries are capable of 
getting rid of corruption. I don’t see what’s 
wrong with saying, ‘‘You’ve got to show real 
investment in education and health care in 
order to receive our money.’’ I think that’s 
a wise thing to ask. I think if part of the goal 
is to encourage economic development, we 
ought to say to countries, in return for U.S. 
aid, open your markets so you can enhance 
the prosperity of your citizens. Every nation 
that applies for a Millennium Challenge 
grant develops its own priorities and develops 
its own strategies. But one of the things we 
do—and this is what Danilovich does and his 
staff does—they develop clear goals that are 
measurable. So we say, ‘‘This is what you’re 
going to do? Fine. Show us as time goes on 
that you’re doing it.’’ 

So far, eight nations have compacts in 
place that’s worth over $11⁄2 billion. Addi-
tional 15 countries are now negotiating with 
the Millennium Challenge Account. And 
we’re going to get the money out the door 
so long as they meet the criterion. 

But the point I’m trying to make to you 
is that wise use of Government monies can 
help us achieve objectives which lead to the 
reduction of global poverty. And so we’re just 
through spending the money without asking 
for results. 

We’re an optimistic nation. We believe 
countries have got the capacity to change; 
that’s what we believe. We refuse to accept 
the status quo. It is time for other countries 
around the world to demand anticorruption 
regimes. If we’re truly interested in reducing 
global poverty, those of us who are granting 
money need to stand up with a united voice 
and say, ‘‘We’re not going to tolerate corrup-
tion.’’ 

One of the things Randy Tobias and others 
are going to do at the State Department, 
they’re going to apply the same principle I’ve 
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just described to you to all our development 
aid. We’re going to insist upon transparency 
and performance and accountability. We’re 
going to ensure that every American aid dol-
lar encourages developing nations to build 
institutions necessary for long-term success. 
And we’re going to help developing nations 
achieve economic independence. That’s what 
we’re going to do. We’re going to get away 
from this notion about, kind of, just analyzing 
monies based upon percentage of this, that, 
or the other. We’re going to be generous in 
our contribution and demand results in re-
turn. 

Now, what’s interesting about the goal of 
eliminating poverty is that about 85 percent 
of American resources to the developing 
world come from the private sector. It’s one 
thing for me to talk, and now I’m changing 
from what we’re doing to encouraging you 
to continue doing what you’re doing. 

The truth of the matter is, our generous 
Nation is—the generosity of our Nation is 
reflected in the private sector a lot. I think 
that’s what makes us such a unique country. 
You know, government helps, and govern-
ment does a lot. As I said, we’ve doubled 
aid, but what our private sectors do is—it’s 
unbelievable, when you think about it. 

And corporate America has a responsi-
bility. And for those of you who represent 
the NGOs and faith-based groups, thank you 
for joining the cause as well. This is a collabo-
rative effort. Some of the best work in fight-
ing poverty is accomplished in partnership 
with private institutions. The Global Devel-
opment Alliance has successfully built 400 
worldwide alliances. That’s good. You’ve le-
veraged about 1.4 billion of taxpayers’ dollars 
to over $4.6 billion. In other words, you’ve 
taken the money we’re spending as kind of 
a—I wouldn’t call it a downpayment, but it’s 
part of a way to really leverage your gen-
erosity. 

And you’re making a difference in the lives 
of millions of people. I’m grateful for you. 
That’s what I’ve really come to say. I’ve come 
to assure you that the effort to eliminate 
global poverty is an integral part of our for-
eign policy. And I think it needs to be a for-
eign—part of foreign policy after 21⁄2 years, 
by the way. I think it needs to be a—I think 

it needs to be part of the calling of the United 
States in the 21st century. 

One of the moral objectives of our time— 
the great moral objectives of our time is to 
reduce poverty. I like what Alexis de 
Tocqueville said about America. He’s a pretty 
interesting observer. Back in 1832, he cap-
tured a lot of the spirit of this country. He 
said this, he said, ‘‘When an American needs 
the assistance of his fellows, it’s very rare that 
it be refused. When some unexpected dis-
aster strikes a family, a thousand strangers 
willingly open their purses.’’ 

That was the America he saw in the 1830s. 
It’s still got to be the America of the 21st 
century as well, but not only to help our fel-
low citizens here at home but for our national 
interests and our economic interests, and just 
to answer the call of our hearts, it ought to 
be our foreign policy. It ought to be the cen-
ter of our foreign policy and the center of 
the social entrepreneurs in America. 

I want you to know that when disaster 
strikes, we move. We moved hard for the 
tsunamis, with a military presence that 
helped organize relief. When the earthquake 
came in Pakistan, we didn’t hesitate—we 
moved. We know that when a neighbor needs 
assistance, that we have an obligation to help 
provide it. 

My assurance to you is that we will con-
tinue to stand with our brothers and sisters 
who are poor, to help as best as we possibly 
can, and I want to thank you for helping as 
well. God bless your efforts, and may God 
bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. at the 
Willard InterContinental Washington. 

Remarks on Signing the Broadcast 
Decency Enforcement Act of 2005 
June 15, 2006 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
all for coming. In a few moments, I will sign 
the Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act. 
This is a good bipartisan bill. It’s going to 
help American parents by making broadcast 
television and radio more family-friendly. 

I appreciate the many citizens groups who 
are here, and I want to thank the Members 
of Congress who worked hard to get this bill 
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passed. And I’m looking forward to signing 
it into law. 

I want to thank Kevin Martin, who’s the 
Chairman of the Federal Communications 
Commission, and I want to thank the other 
Commissioners who are here today. 

I appreciate Senator Bill Frist joining us. 
He’s the Majority Leader of the United 
States Senate. I want to thank Senator Ted 
Stevens for joining us as well. I thank Senator 
Sam Brownback, Senator George Allen. I 
want to thank the House Majority Leader, 
John Boehner, for being here. I want to 
thank Joe Barton, chairman of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. 

The bill sponsor is with us, Fred Upton 
from the State of Michigan. Thank you for 
coming, Fred. I appreciate Congressman 
Bobby Rush from the State of Illinois, Chip 
Pickering from Mississippi, and Joe Pitts 
from Pennsylvania. 

Everyday, our Nation’s parents strive to 
raise their children in a culture that too often 
produces coarse, vulgar, and obscene enter-
tainment. In our free society, parents have 
the final responsibility over the television 
shows that their children watch or the web 
sites they visit or the music they listen to. 
That’s a responsibility of moms and dads all 
across the country, to make sure their chil-
dren are listening to or watching the right 
kind of programming. 

The best way to do that is for parents to 
be vigilant, pay attention to what their chil-
dren are doing. One thing they can do if 
they’re worried about people watching a bad 
program is turn off the TV. That’s why they 
put the ‘‘on/off’’ button there. [Laughter] 
Parents are the first line of defense, but 
broadcasters and the electronics industry 
must play a valuable role in protecting our 
children from obscene and indecent pro-
gramming. 

They provide the tools that empower par-
ents to make good decisions, such as vol-
untary rating systems and the V-chip. And 
we applaud those. Broadcasters also have a 
duty to respect common decency, to take into 
account the public interest, and to keep the 
public airwaves free of indecent material, es-
pecially during the hours when children are 
most likely to be watching and listening. 

Unfortunately, in recent years, broadcast 
programming has too often pushed the 
bounds of decency. One study found that 
during the hours between 8 and 9 p.m.— 
that’s the time when most families are watch-
ing television—the use of profanity on tele-
vision shows increased vulgar language by 95 
percent from ’88 to—1988 to 2002. In other 
words, the language is becoming coarser dur-
ing the times when it’s more likely children 
will be watching television. It’s a bad trend, 
a bad sign. Since 2000, the number of inde-
cency complaints received by the FCC has 
increased from just hundreds per year to 
hundreds of thousands. In other words, peo-
ple are saying, ‘‘We’re tired of it, and we ex-
pect the Government to do something about 
it.’’ 

And so we believe we have a vital role to 
play. We must ensure that decency standards 
for broadcasters are effectively enforced. 
That’s the duty of the FCC. That’s why we’ve 
got the Chairman standing right here, which 
he understands. [Laughter] It’s the duty of 
the FCC to impose penalties on broadcasters 
and stations that air obscene or indecent pro-
gramming. It’s one of their responsibilities. 
People expect us to adhere to our respon-
sibilities. He’s a part of the executive branch. 
And since I’m the head of the executive 
branch, I take responsibility, as well, for put-
ting people in place at the FCC who under-
stand, one of their jobs, and an important 
job, is to protect American families. 

The problem we have is that the maximum 
penalty that the FCC can impose under cur-
rent law is just $32,500 per violation. And 
for some broadcasters, this amount is mean-
ingless. It’s relatively painless for them when 
they violate decency standards. And so the 
Congress decided to join the administration 
and do something about it. 

And so the bill I’m about to sign, the 
Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act, in-
creases tenfold the penalty that the FCC can 
impose, to $325,000. The Congress got seri-
ous, and I appreciate their hard work on this 
measure. 

The legislation does not change the broad-
cast decency standards that are already on 
the books. What the legislation does is, it 
gives the FCC the means to enforce them 
more effectively. By allowing the FCC to levy 
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stiffer and more meaningful fines on broad-
casters who violate decency standards, this 
law will ensure that broadcasters take seri-
ously their duty to keep the public airwaves 
free of obscene, profane, and indecent mate-
rial. American families expect and deserve 
nothing less. 

And so I’m going to ask the Members of 
Congress who have worked hard on this 
piece of legislation to join me. I congratulate 
you for your good work. Thank you for com-
ing. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. S. 193, approved June 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109–235. 

Remarks on Signing the MINER Act 
June 15, 2006 

Thanks for coming. Welcome to the White 
House, and thank you for witnessing this bill 
signing ceremony. In a few moments, I’m 
going to sign into law the most sweeping 
overhaul of Federal mine safety law in nearly 
three decades. The MINER Act of 2006 has 
strong support of mine workers and the min-
ing industry, and it was overwhelmingly 
passed by the Congress. I want to thank the 
Members of the United States Congress who 
have joined us here for their hard work on 
this important measure. 

I thank the Secretary of Labor, Elaine 
Chao, who has joined us. I appreciate the 
Governors from three important coal mining 
States, Joe Manchin, Ernie Fletcher, and Ed 
Rendell for joining us here as well. I was 
struck by how the Governors handled the 
tragedies of the mine incidents. I thought 
they were able to convey a deep sense of 
compassion in an attempt to heal hearts. And 
I thank them for their courage. 

I appreciate Bill Frist, who has joined us, 
and Mitch McConnell, Members of the 
United States Senate, as well as Mike Enzi, 
Senator Ted Kennedy. I’m particularly 
thrilled that Senator Robert Byrd is here. I 
don’t know if you know this, but last Monday 
he achieved a milestone, and that is, he has 
served longer in the United States Senate 
than any other Senator in our Nation’s his-
tory, and he’s served with distinction. And 

we’re glad you’re here, Senator. Thank you 
for coming. 

I thank Majority Leader John Boehner for 
joining us, as well as Congressman Buck 
McKeon and Shelley Moore Capito, Hal 
Rogers, Rick Boucher from Virginia. I appre-
ciate all the Members of Congress who’ve 
joined us. I appreciate the leaders of the min-
ing industry. I appreciate the workers who 
are here. Thanks for taking time in your day 
to come. 

I want to welcome the families of those— 
who mourn the loss of life. We share in your 
grief, and we honor the memories of your 
loved ones. I know it’s hard. It’s really hard 
for you. But we welcome you here, and we’re 
honored you took time to be here. 

I appreciate members of my administra-
tion who have joined us as well today. The 
hard work of American miners provides us 
with really important fuel. This economy is 
growing because of the work of our miners. 
Coal is an important part of our Nation’s 
present and future. 

Thanks to modern technology and equip-
ment, we’ve come a long way from the days 
when a miner would take a canary into the 
coal mines. Passage—and since the passage 
of the Mine Safety and Health Act in ’77— 
1977, America has seen significant decreases 
of injuries and fatal mining accidents. 

Yet events in recent months have re-
minded us that mining is dangerous work. 
That’s what we’ve seen. This year alone, acci-
dents have taken the lives of 33 miners in 
our country. Just last month, five miners 
were killed in a mine explosion in Harlan 
County, Kentucky. And in January, Ameri-
cans watched and prayed—a lot of Americans 
prayed with the people of West Virginia for 
the 13 miners that were trapped under-
ground by the explosion in the Sago mine. 
Only one man came out, and he’s with us 
today—Randal McCloy and his wife, Anna. 
And we welcome you all. 

And we know—we know, and I hope you 
know that your fallen mining brothers are 
with us here today in spirit. They’re with us 
today with their loved ones here—eyes wet 
with tears but proud of their accomplish-
ments. We’re glad you’re here. 

We honor the memory of all lost miners 
today; that’s what we’re doing signing this 
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bill. We make this promise to American min-
ers and their families: We’ll do everything 
possible to prevent mine accidents and make 
sure you’re able to return safely to your loved 
ones. 

The bill I’m about to sign is an important 
part of the effort. The MINER Act will build 
on the Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion’s ongoing efforts to enhance mine safety 
training, to improve safety and communica-
tions technology for miners, and provide 
more emergency supplies of breathable air 
along escape routes. 

This new legislation will require mine op-
erators to report any life-threatening acci-
dent no later than 15 minutes after they know 
that one has occurred. And to ensure compli-
ance with the law, the MINER Act will in-
crease the maximum penalty for flagrant vio-
lations of mine safety regulations nearly four-
fold. 

To implement this new legislation, we 
need effective and experienced leadership at 
the Mine Safety and Health Administration. 
Last month, I named, or nominated Richard 
Stickler of the State of West Virginia to be 
the head of MSHA. He’s got experience. He 
served for 6 years as the Director of Penn-
sylvania’s Bureau of Deep Mine Safety. He 
was a miner, mine shift foreman, a super-
intendent, and a manager, and the Senate 
needs to confirm Richard Stickler to this key 
position. 

America’s miners work hard every day to 
support their families and support this coun-
try. It’s hard work. You deserve the best 
training, the best equipment, and safeguards 
that we can provide to protect the lives. And 
this good legislation I’m signing today is an 
important part of honoring that commitment. 

May God bless you all. May God bless our 
miners and their families, and may God con-
tinue to bless our country. And now it’s my 
honor to sign the MINER Act into law. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in Room 
450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Joe Manchin III of West Virginia; Gov. Ernie 
Fletcher of Kentucky; and Gov. Edward G. 
Rendell of Pennsylvania. S. 2803, approved June 
15, was assigned Public Law No. 109–236. 

Remarks on the Establishment of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
Marine National Monument 
June 15, 2006 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Pretty 
good deal when you get introduced by your 
wife. [Laughter] I really am glad Laura is 
here, because she is a champion of our Na-
tion’s cultural and natural resources. It’s an 
honor to share this important day with her 
at the podium. And I want to thank you all 
for coming. 

As I was walking in here, I actually saw 
Theodore Roosevelt’s portrait over there. 
What’s interesting is that we are here to fulfill 
a legacy of conservation that was first begun 
by Theodore Roosevelt. In 1909, President 
Roosevelt established the Hawaiian Island 
Reservation, and he did so to protect native 
seabirds from being hunted. His Executive 
order was the first of many Presidential ef-
forts to protect the life and waters of North-
western Hawaiian Islands. 

In a few moments, I will sign a proclama-
tion to designate the waters in this region 
a national monument. This action will create 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine 
National Monument, the largest single con-
servation area in the history of our country 
and the largest protected marine area in the 
world. 

As a marine national monument, the wa-
ters of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
will receive our Nation’s highest form of ma-
rine environmental protection. We will pro-
tect a precious natural resource. We will 
show our respect for the cultural and histor-
ical importance of this area. And we will cre-
ate an important place for research and 
learning about how we can be good stewards 
of our oceans and our environment. 

I can’t thank the Governor for being here 
enough, Governor Linda Lingle. She’s—as 
I’ll mention a little later on, we’ve been in 
close consultation with the Governor. And 
when did you leave yesterday? [Laughter] 
We’re sure honored you’re here representing 
your great State. 

I want to thank Senator Daniel Akaka for 
joining us as well. I want to thank Congress-
man Ed Case, and I know that Congressman 
Neil Abercrombie will be here shortly for the 
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signing of this important proclamation. Sher-
ry Boehlert is here from the great State of 
New York—a strong conservationist. Wel-
come, Congressman. I’m glad you’re here. 
I appreciate Senator Fred Hemmings from— 
he’s a minority leader, by the way, of the 
Hawaiian State senate. Thanks for coming. 
I’m glad you’re here. 

I appreciate Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, 
Secretary Carlos Gutierrez. I want to thank 
Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher of 
NOAA. Thanks for coming. Appreciate your 
hard work on this issue. As you will hear a 
little later on, NOAA will be playing an im-
portant part of this national monument. 

I want to thank Jean-Michel Cousteau for 
joining us. He just showed me a picture of 
another President—well, two fathers kind of 
gathered together. And it’s proud for two 
sons to be carrying on the legacy of conserva-
tion. He’s made a really important movie that 
I hope people watch about the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands. I think the American peo-
ple will understand better about why I made 
the decision I made when they see the movie 
that Jean-Michel has produced. 

I want to thank Sylvia Earle. She’s a ma-
rine biologist. She’s explorer in residence of 
the National Geographic Society. It was dur-
ing the showing of the movie that she sat 
me down and gave me a pretty good lecture 
about life. [Laughter] She actually invited me 
to spend a week with her under the seas. 
[Laughter] There’s some in Congress who 
would like me to spend my lifetime under 
the seas. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Mike Nussman; he’s the 
president and CEO of American Sportfishing 
Association. Thanks for coming, Mike. I want 
to thank the guests from the environmental 
community who are here today. Thanks for 
your hard work on this vital issue. 

The vibrant beauty of the oceans is a bless-
ing to our country. And it’s a blessing to the 
world. The oceans contain countless natural 
treasures. They carry much of our trade; they 
provide food and recreation for billions of 
people. We have a responsibility, a solemn 
responsibility to be good stewards of the 
oceans and the creatures who inhabit them. 

In 2004, my administration released an 
Ocean Action Plan to promote an ethic of 
responsible use and stewardship for our 

oceans and coastal resources. By establishing 
this new national monument, we implement 
an important part of our plan, and we accom-
plish three goals for the nation: First, this 
new national monument will honor our com-
mitment to be good stewards of America’s 
natural resources. 

Our duty is to use the land and seas wisely 
or, sometimes, not use them at all. Good 
stewardship of the environment is not just 
a personal responsibility, it is a public value. 
Americans are united in the belief that we 
must preserve our natural heritage and safe-
guard the environment. This belief has af-
firmed our laws, and today we reaffirm that 
commitment once again. 

The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are a 
beautiful and special place. The 10 islands 
and atolls stretch over 1,400 miles. That’s the 
distance from Chicago to Miami. In the trop-
ical waters surrounding the archipelago, 
there are more than 4,500 square miles of 
coral reef habitat thriving under the surface. 
Think about that—4,500 square miles of 
coral reef. These undersea forests and moun-
tain ranges comprise the largest remote reef 
system in the world. And this region holds 
the largest and healthiest untouched coral 
reef system in the United States. And we’re 
going to preserve it. 

These reefs burst with life, great predators 
like the white tip reef shark and the spinner 
dolphins and the Trevally jacks. The archi-
pelago is home to more than 7,000 marine 
species. That’s a quarter of which are found 
nowhere else on the world. The North-
western Hawaiian Islands are also the pri-
mary home for nearly 1,400 surviving Hawai-
ian monk seals. That’s virtually the entire 
population of this critically endangered spe-
cies. They are the breeding grounds for ap-
proximately 90 percent of the threatened Ha-
waiian Island green sea turtle population. 

I think you’re beginning to get a feel for 
why I made the decision I made. The na-
tional monument we’re establishing today 
covers nearly 140,000 square miles. To put 
this area in context, this national monument 
is more than 100 times larger than Yosemite 
National Park, larger than 46 of our 50 
States, and more than 7 times larger than 
all our national marine sanctuaries combined. 
This is a big deal. 
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We will preserve access for native Hawai-
ian cultural activities. As part of the procla-
mation, the Department of the Interior and 
the Department of Commerce will work with 
the State of Hawaii and the public to develop 
a plan to manage the monument. This procla-
mation will also charge NOAA to use its ex-
pertise to oversee the new marine areas and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to apply their 
skills to the wildlife refuge areas. 

Within the boundaries of the monument, 
we will prohibit unauthorized passage of 
ships; we will prohibit unauthorized rec-
reational or commercial activity; we will pro-
hibit any resource extraction or dumping of 
waste. And over a 5-year period, we will 
phase out commercial fishing as well. For sea 
birds and sea life, this unique region will be 
a sanctuary for them to grow and to thrive. 
And for the American people, it will be a 
place that honors our responsibility to protect 
our natural resources. 

This new monument shows what coopera-
tive conservation can accomplish. My admin-
istration is committed to working in a spirit 
of respect and cooperation with those seek-
ing to protect our land and sea and sky. We 
believe cooperative conservation is the best 
way to protect the environment. This means 
we must focus on the needs of States and 
respect the unique knowledge of local au-
thorities and welcome the help of private 
groups and volunteers. 

Through cooperative conservation, we’re 
moving away from the old environmental de-
bates that pit one group against another and 
towards a system that brings citizens of every 
level of government together to get results. 
In the northwest Hawaiian Islands, we have 
worked with Governor Lingle and State offi-
cials and native Hawaiian leaders to ensure, 
first and foremost, that they wanted the 
monument and, secondly, to make sure that 
we protect the cultural and historical heritage 
of these islands. 

For more than 1,000 years, native Hawai-
ians sailed these waters and visited these is-
lands as part of sacred journeys. The islands 
are dotted with archeological treasures and 
traditional sites of worship. This monument 
will protect the cultural ties that native Ha-
waiians have to these lands and waters. We 
respect these natives’ beliefs, and this monu-

ment will safeguard both the natural and 
spiritual treasures of the region. And for this 
reason, we will consult with native Hawaiian 
leaders to give this monument a native Ha-
waiian name. 

Protecting the Northwestern Hawaiian Is-
lands, volunteers play an important part. 
Jean-Michel taught us that in his movie. 
Through a major Federal-State partnership, 
volunteer divers work together to remove 
nets and gear that have been abandoned by 
fishermen. In one year alone, divers removed 
more than 120 tons of this derelict fishing 
gear. To fight the destructive effects of aban-
doned nets and other debris, the Ocean Ac-
tion Plan directed the Coast Guard and EPA 
and NOAA and the State Department and 
the Interior Department to coordinate ef-
forts to improve how the Federal Govern-
ment tracks, prevents, and cleans up mari-
time waste. And we’ve got more work to do. 
And I expect these agencies to be robust in 
our efforts to prevent this kind of debris from 
polluting our—polluting this sanctuary, this 
monument. 

We’re going to work together with volun-
teers to make our oceans safer for marine 
life. And to give this remote and special place 
our Nation’s highest level of protection—as 
we give it this kind of protection, we’re also 
reminded of our responsibility to be wise 
managers of marine resources living off every 
coast. And that’s why we’re working to end 
overfishing. Overfishing is harmful. It’s 
harmful to our country, and it’s harmful to 
the world. 

To protect our marine ecosystem and the 
future fishing of all kinds, the Ocean Action 
Plan calls for Congress to reauthorize the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. They need to get that 
done. This act would provide enhanced au-
thority to work with regional fish councils to 
build an improved market-based system to 
restore our fisheries. I like to fish, and I ex-
pect this Government of ours to protect the 
fisheries so sports people can fish and get 
a good catch. That’s why I’m glad the sports-
men are here—sportfishing people are here. 
You know, you just got to understand, we’re 
going to listen to you. It’s in the Nation’s 
interest that we have a robust recreational 
fishing industry. 
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Congress needs to move forward with my 
administration’s plan to build a well-managed 
system of offshore aquaculture. Aquaculture 
or ‘‘fish farming’’ uses pens in the ocean— 
open ocean to feed and grow shrimp, shell-
fish, and many other types of fish. And when 
we get this right, these farmed fish can pro-
vide a healthy source of food and reduce 
pressure on the ocean ecosystems. 

In the Northwest Hawaiian Islands, we’re 
also preserving an historic landmark of great 
importance. Near the northern edge of these 
islands lies Midway Island, the site of one 
of the most decisive battles of World War 
II. On this atoll, there’s a memorial to the 
sacrifice and valor of those who fought in the 
Pacific theater during World War II. This na-
tional monument will have special access 
area around Midway Island. That’s what we 
want. We want people to go and pay homage 
to those who sacrifice for our freedom. 

Third, the new national monument creates 
a new opportunity for ocean education and 
research for decades to come. Successful 
ocean stewardship depends on informed pol-
icy makers and an informed public. One of 
the key priorities of the Ocean Action Plan 
is promoting ocean education. Jean-Michel 
put it this way, he said, ‘‘How can we protect 
what we don’t understand?’’ Ninety-five per-
cent of our planet’s oceans have yet to be 
explored. We’re just beginning to appreciate 
what the seas have to offer humanity. The 
waters of this new national monument will 
be a living laboratory that offers new oppor-
tunities to discover new life, that helps us 
better manage our ocean ecosystems, and al-
lows us to pursue advances in science. 

You know, in America, there’s a great con-
sensus that we have an obligation to be good 
stewards of the environment. Success of a 
generation is not defined by wealth alone. 
We also will be measured by the respect we 
give to the precious creatures of our natural 
world. 

We have great choices before us in this 
country. And with the designation of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Island Marine Na-
tional Monument, we are making a choice 
that will leave a precious legacy. 

I want to thank you all for joining us today. 
It’s an historic moment. Thank you all for 

your leadership. And may God bless the 
country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Linda Lingle of Hawaii; and 
oceanographer Jean-Michel Cousteau. 

Proclamation—Establishment of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
Marine National Monument 
June 15, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In the Pacific Ocean northwest of the prin-

cipal islands of Hawaii lies an approximately 
1,200 nautical mile stretch of coral islands, 
seamounts, banks, and shoals. The area, in-
cluding the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve, the Midway 
National Wildlife Refuge, the Hawaiian Is-
lands National Wildlife Refuge, and the Bat-
tle of Midway National Memorial, supports 
a dynamic reef ecosystem with more than 
7,000 marine species, of which approximately 
half are unique to the Hawaiian Island chain. 
This diverse ecosystem is home to many spe-
cies of coral, fish, birds, marine mammals, 
and other flora and fauna including the en-
dangered Hawaiian monk seal, the threat-
ened green sea turtle, and the endangered 
leatherback and hawksbill sea turtles. In ad-
dition, this area has great cultural signifi-
cance to Native Hawaiians and a connection 
to early Polynesian culture worthy of protec-
tion and understanding. 

Whereas Executive Order 13089 of June 
11, 1998, Executive Order 13178 of Decem-
ber 4, 2000, and Executive Order 13196 of 
January 18, 2001, as well as the process for 
designation of a National Marine Sanctuary 
undertaken by the Secretary of Commerce, 
have identified objects of historic or scientific 
interest that are situated upon the lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of 
the United States in the area of the North-
western Hawaiian Islands; 

Whereas section 2 of the Act of June 8, 
1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) (the ‘‘An-
tiquities Act’’) authorizes the President, in his 
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discretion, to declare by public proclamation 
historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures, and other objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of 
the United States to be national monuments, 
and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of 
land, the limits of which in all cases shall be 
confined to the smallest area compatible with 
the proper care and management of the ob-
jects to be protected; 

Whereas it would be in the public interest 
to preserve the marine area of the North-
western Hawaiian Islands and certain lands 
as necessary for the care and management 
of the historic and scientific objects therein, 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by the authority vested in me by section 2 
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the North-
western Hawaiian Islands Marine National 
Monument (the ‘‘monument’’ or ‘‘national 
monument’’) for the purpose of protecting 
the objects described above, all lands and in-
terests in lands owned or controlled by the 
Government of the United States within the 
boundaries described on the accompanying 
map entitled ‘‘Northwestern Hawaiian Is-
lands Marine National Monument’’ attached 
to and forming a part of this proclamation. 
The Federal land and interests in land re-
served includes approximately 139,793 
square miles of emergent and submerged 
lands and waters of the Northwestern Hawai-
ian Islands, which is the smallest area com-
patible with the proper care and manage-
ment of the objects to be protected. 

All Federal lands and interests in lands 
within the boundaries of this monument are 
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all 
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or 
leasing or other disposition under the public 
land laws, including, but not limited to, with-
drawal from location, entry, and patent under 
mining laws, and from disposition under all 
laws relating to mineral and geothermal leas-
ing. 

The Secretary of Commerce, through the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), will have primary responsi-
bility regarding management of the marine 

areas, in consultation with the Secretary of 
the Interior. The Secretary of the Interior, 
through the Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS), will have sole responsibility for man-
agement of the areas of the monument that 
overlay the Midway Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge, the Battle of Midway National Me-
morial, and the Hawaiian Islands National 
Wildlife Refuge, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Commerce. 

The Secretary of Commerce and the Sec-
retary of the Interior (collectively, the ‘‘Sec-
retaries’’) shall review and, as appropriate, 
modify the interagency agreement developed 
for coordinated management of the North-
western Hawaiian Islands Coral Reef Eco-
system Reserve, signed on May 19, 2006. To 
manage the monument, the Secretary of 
Commerce, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the State of Hawaii, 
shall modify, as appropriate, the plan devel-
oped by NOAA’s National Marine Sanctuary 
Program through the public sanctuary des-
ignation process, and will provide for public 
review of that plan. To the extent authorized 
by law, the Secretaries, acting through the 
FWS and NOAA, shall promulgate any addi-
tional regulations needed for the proper care 
and management of the objects identified 
above. 

The Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the Secretaries, shall take appropriate 
action to enter into negotiations with other 
governments to make necessary arrange-
ments for the protection of the monument 
and to promote the purposes for which the 
monument is established. The Secretary of 
State, in consultation with the Secretaries, 
shall seek the cooperation of other govern-
ments and international organizations in fur-
therance of the purposes of this proclamation 
and consistent with applicable regional and 
multilateral arrangements for the protection 
and management of special marine areas. 
Furthermore, this proclamation shall be ap-
plied in accordance with international law. 
No restrictions shall apply to or be enforced 
against a person who is not a citizen, national, 
or resident alien of the United States (includ-
ing foreign flag vessels) unless in accordance 
with international law. 
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Nothing in this proclamation shall be 
deemed to diminish or enlarge the jurisdic-
tion of the State of Hawaii. 

The establishment of this monument is 
subject to valid existing rights and use of the 
monument shall be administered as follows: 

Access to the Monument 
The Secretaries shall prohibit entering the 

monument except pursuant to permission 
granted by the Secretaries or their designees. 
Any person passing through the monument 
without interruption must notify an official 
designated by the Secretaries at least 72 
hours, but no longer than 1 month, prior to 
the entry date. Notification of departure 
from the monument must be provided within 
12 hours of leaving. A person providing no-
tice must provide the following information, 
as applicable: (i) position when making re-
port; (ii) vessel name and International Mari-
time Organization identification number; (iii) 
name, address, and telephone number of 
owner and operator; (iv) United States Coast 
Guard (USCG) documentation, State license, 
or registration number; (v) home port; (vi) 
intended and actual route through the monu-
ment; (vii) general categories of any haz-
ardous cargo on board; and (viii) length of 
vessel and propulsion type (e.g., motor or 
sail). 

Vessel Monitoring Systems 
1. As soon as possible but not later than 

30 days following the issuance of this procla-
mation, NOAA shall publish in the Federal 
Register a list of approved transmitting units 
and associated communications service pro-
viders for purposes of this proclamation. An 
owner or operator of a vessel that has been 
issued a permit for accessing the monument 
must ensure that such a vessel has an oper-
ating vessel monitoring system (VMS) on 
board, approved by the Office of Legal En-
forcement in the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration in the Department 
of Commerce (OLE) when voyaging within 
the monument. An operating VMS includes 
an operating mobile transmitting unit on the 
vessel and a functioning communication link 
between the unit and OLE as provided by 
an OLE-approved communication service 
provider. 

2. Only a VMS that has been approved by 
OLE may be used. When installing and acti-
vating the OLE-approved VMS, or when re-
installing and reactivating such VMS, the ves-
sel owner or operator must: 

a. Follow procedures indicated on an in-
stallation and activation checklist, 
which is available from OLE; and 

b. Submit to OLE a statement certifying 
compliance with the checklist, as pre-
scribed on the checklist. 

3. No person may interfere with, tamper 
with, alter, damage, disable, or impede the 
operation of the VMS, or attempt any of the 
same. 

4. When a vessel’s VMS is not operating 
properly, the owner or operator must imme-
diately contact OLE, and follow instructions 
from that office. If notified by OLE that a 
vessel’s VMS is not operating properly, the 
owner and operator must follow instructions 
from that office. In either event, such in-
structions may include, but are not limited 
to, manually communicating to a location 
designated by OLE the vessel’s positions or 
returning to port until the VMS is operable. 

5. As a condition of authorized access to 
the monument, a vessel owner or operator 
subject to the requirements for a VMS in 
this section must allow OLE, the USCG, and 
their authorized officers and designees access 
to the vessels position data obtained from the 
VMS. Consistent with applicable law, includ-
ing the limitations on access to, and use, of 
VMS data collected under the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the Secre-
taries may have access to, and use of, col-
lected data for scientific, statistical, and man-
agement purposes. 

6. OLE has authority over the installation 
and operation of the VMS unit. OLE may 
authorize the connection or order the dis-
connection of additional equipment, includ-
ing a computer, to any VMS unit, when 
deemed appropriate by OLE. 

7. The Secretaries shall prohibit any per-
son from conducting or causing to be con-
ducted: 

a. Operating any vessel without an ap-
proved transmitting device within the 
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monument area 45 days after the pub-
lication of the list of approved trans-
mitting devices described in para-
graph (1) above; 

b. Failing to install, activate, repair, or 
replace a mobile transceiver unit 
prior to leaving port; 

c. Failing to operate and maintain a mo-
bile transceiver unit on board the ves-
sel at all times; 

d. Tampering with, damaging, destroy-
ing, altering, or in any way distorting, 
rendering useless, inoperative, inef-
fective, or inaccurate the VMS, mo-
bile transceiver unit, or VMS signal 
required to be installed on or trans-
mitted by a vessel; 

e. Failing to contact OLE or follow 
OLE instructions when automatic po-
sition reporting has been interrupted; 

f. Registering a VMS or mobile trans-
ceiver unit registered to more than 
one vessel at the same time; 

g. Connecting or leaving connected ad-
ditional equipment to a VMS unit or 
mobile transceiver unit without the 
prior approval of OLE; 

h. Making a false statement, oral or writ-
ten, to an authorized officer regarding 
the installation, use, operation, or 
maintenance of a VMS unit or mobile 
transceiver unit or communication 
service provider. 

Restrictions 
Prohibited Activities 
The Secretaries shall prohibit persons 

from conducting or causing to be conducted 
the following activities: 

1. Exploring for, developing, or producing 
oil, gas, or minerals within the monument; 

2. Using or attempting to use poisons, elec-
trical charges, or explosives in the collection 
or harvest of a monument resource; 

3. Introducing or otherwise releasing an 
introduced species from within or into the 
monument; and 

4. Anchoring on or having a vessel an-
chored on any living or dead coral with an 
anchor, anchor chain, or anchor rope. 

Regulated Activities 
Except as otherwise provided in this proc-

lamation, the Secretaries shall prohibit any 

person from conducting or causing to be con-
ducted within the monument the following 
activities: 

1. Removing, moving, taking, harvesting, 
possessing, injuring, disturbing, or damaging; 
or attempting to remove, move, take, harvest, 
possess, injure, disturb, or damage any living 
or nonliving monument resource; 

2. Drilling into, dredging, or otherwise al-
tering the submerged lands other than by an-
choring a vessel; or constructing, placing, or 
abandoning any structure, material, or other 
matter on the submerged lands; 

3. Anchoring a vessel; 
4. Deserting a vessel aground, at anchor, 

or adrift; 
5. Discharging or depositing any material 

or other matter into Special Preservation 
Areas or the Midway Atoll Special Manage-
ment Area except vessel engine cooling 
water, weather deck runoff, and vessel en-
gine exhaust; 

6. Discharging or depositing any material 
or other matter into the monument, or dis-
charging or depositing any material or other 
matter outside of the monument that subse-
quently enters the monument and injures 
any resources of the monument, except fish 
parts (i.e., chumming material or bait) used 
in and during authorized fishing operations, 
or discharges incidental to vessel use such 
as deck wash, approved marine sanitation de-
vice effluent, cooling water, and engine ex-
haust; 

7. Touching coral, living or dead; 
8. Possessing fishing gear except when 

stowed and not available for immediate use 
during passage without interruption through 
the monument; 

9. Swimming, snorkeling, or closed or 
open circuit SCUBA diving within any Spe-
cial Preservation Area or the Midway Atoll 
Special Management Area; and 

10. Attracting any living monument re-
sources. 

Emergencies and Law Enforcement 
Activities 

The prohibitions required by this procla-
mation shall not apply to activities necessary 
to respond to emergencies threatening life, 
property, or the environment, or to activities 
necessary for law enforcement purposes. 
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Armed Forces Actions 
1. The prohibitions required by this proc-

lamation shall not apply to activities and exer-
cises of the Armed Forces (including those 
carried out by the United States Coast 
Guard) that are consistent with applicable 
laws. 

2. Nothing in this proclamation shall limit 
agency actions to respond to emergencies 
posing an unacceptable threat to human 
health or safety or to the marine environment 
and admitting of no other feasible solution. 

3. All activities and exercises of the Armed 
Forces shall be carried out in a manner that 
avoids, to the extent practicable and con-
sistent with operational requirements, ad-
verse impacts on monument resources and 
qualities. 

4. In the event of threatened or actual de-
struction of, loss of, or injury to a monument 
resource or quality resulting from an inci-
dent, including but not limited to spills and 
groundings, caused by a component of the 
Department of Defense or the USCG, the 
cognizant component shall promptly coordi-
nate with the Secretaries for the purpose of 
taking appropriate actions to respond to and 
mitigate the harm and, if possible, restore 
or replace the monument resource or quality. 

Commercial Fishing 
1. The Secretaries shall ensure that any 

commercial lobster fishing permit shall be 
subject to a zero annual harvest limit. 

2. Fishing for bottomfish and pelagic spe-
cies. The Secretaries shall ensure that: 

a. Commercial fishing for bottomfish 
and associated pelagic species may 
continue within the monument for 
not longer than 5 years from the date 
of this proclamation provided that: 

(i) The fishing is conducted in accord-
ance with a valid commercial 
bottomfish permit issued by NOAA; 
and 

(ii) Such permit is in effect on the date 
of this proclamation and is subse-
quently renewed pursuant to NOAA 
regulations at 50 CFR part 660 sub-
part E as necessary. 

b. Total landings for each fishing year 
may not exceed the following 
amounts: 

(i) 350,000 pounds for bottomfish spe-
cies; and 

(ii) 180,000 pounds for pelagic species. 
c. Commercial fishing for bottomfish 

and associated pelagic species is pro-
hibited in the monument after 5 years 
from the date of this proclamation. 

General Requirements 
The Secretaries shall ensure that any com-

mercial fishing within the monument is con-
ducted in accordance with the following re-
strictions and conditions: 

1. A valid permit or facsimile of a valid 
permit is on board the fishing vessel and is 
available for inspection by an authorized offi-
cer; 

2. No attempt is made to falsify or fail to 
make, keep, maintain, or submit any logbook 
or logbook form or other required record or 
report; 

3. Only gear specifically authorized by the 
relevant permit issued under the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act is allowed to be in the possession 
of a person conducting commercial fishing 
under this section; 

4. Any person conducting commercial fish-
ing notifies the Secretaries by telephone, fac-
simile, or electronic mail at least 72 hours 
before entering the monument and within 12 
hours after leaving the monument; 

5. All fishing vessels must carry an acti-
vated and functioning VMS unit on board at 
all times whenever the vessel is in the monu-
ment; 

6. All fishing vessels must carry an ob-
server when requested to do so by the Secre-
taries; and 

7. The activity does not take place within 
any Ecological Reserve, any Special Preser-
vation Area, or the Midway Atoll Special 
Management Area. 

Permitting Procedures and Criteria 
Subject to such terms and conditions as 

the Secretaries deem appropriate, a person 
may conduct an activity regulated by this 
proclamation if such activity is specifically au-
thorized by a permit. The Secretaries, in 
their discretion, may issue a permit under 
this proclamation if the Secretaries find that 
the activity: (i) is research designed to further 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:11 Jun 20, 2006 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P24JNT4.016 P24JNT4



1155 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / June 15 

understanding of monument resources and 
qualities; (ii) will further the educational 
value of the monument; (iii) will assist in the 
conservation and management of the monu-
ment; (iv) will allow Native Hawaiian prac-
tices; (v) will allow a special ocean use; or 
(vi) will allow recreational activities. 

Findings 
1. The Secretaries may not issue any per-

mit unless the Secretaries find: 
a. The activity can be conducted with 

adequate safeguards for the resources 
and ecological integrity of the monu-
ment; 

b. The activity will be conducted in a 
manner compatible with the manage-
ment direction of this proclamation, 
considering the extent to which the 
conduct of the activity may diminish 
or enhance monument resources, 
qualities, and ecological integrity, any 
indirect, secondary, or cumulative ef-
fects of the activity, and the duration 
of such effects; 

c. There is no practicable alternative to 
conducting the activity within the 
monument; 

d. The end value of the activity out-
weighs its adverse impacts on monu-
ment resources, qualities, and eco-
logical integrity; 

e. The duration of the activity is no 
longer than necessary to achieve its 
stated purpose; 

f. The applicant is qualified to conduct 
and complete the activity and mitigate 
any potential impacts resulting from 
its conduct; 

g. The applicant has adequate financial 
resources available to conduct and 
complete the activity and mitigate any 
potential impacts resulting from its 
conduct; 

h. The methods and procedures pro-
posed by the applicant are appro-
priate to achieve the proposed activi-
ty’s goals in relation to their impacts 
to monument resources, qualities, 
and ecological integrity; 

i. The applicant’s vessel has been out-
fitted with a mobile transceiver unit 
approved by OLE and complies with 

the requirements of this proclama-
tion; and 

j. There are no other factors that would 
make the issuance of a permit for the 
activity inappropriate. 

2. Additional Findings for Native Hawai-
ian Practice Permits. In addition to the find-
ings listed above, the Secretaries shall not 
issue a permit to allow Native Hawaiian prac-
tices unless the Secretaries find: 

a. The activity is non-commercial and 
will not involve the sale of any orga-
nism or material collected; 

b. The purpose and intent of the activity 
are appropriate and deemed nec-
essary by traditional standards in the 
Native Hawaiian culture (pono), and 
demonstrate an understanding of, and 
background in, the traditional prac-
tice, and its associated values and pro-
tocols; 

c. The activity benefits the resources of 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
and the Native Hawaiian community; 

d. The activity supports or advances the 
perpetuation of traditional knowledge 
and ancestral connections of Native 
Hawaiians to the Northwestern Ha-
waiian Islands; and 

e. Any monument resource harvested 
from the monument will be con-
sumed in the monument. 

3. Additional Findings, Criteria, and Re-
quirements for Special Ocean Use Permits 

a. In addition to the findings listed above, 
the following requirements apply to the 
issuance of a permit for a special ocean use: 

(i) Any permit for a special ocean use 
issued under this section: 

(A) Shall authorize the conduct of an ac-
tivity only if that activity is compatible 
with the purposes for which the 
monument is designated and with 
protection of monument resources; 

(B) Shall not authorize the conduct of any 
activity for a period of more than 5 
years unless renewed by the Secre-
taries; 

(C) Shall require that activities carried 
out under the permit be conducted 
in a manner that does not destroy, 
cause the loss of, or injure monument 
resources; and 
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(D) Shall require the permittee to pur-
chase and maintain comprehensive 
general liability insurance, or post an 
equivalent bond, against claims aris-
ing out of activities conducted under 
the permit and to agree to hold the 
United States harmless against such 
claims; and 

(ii) Each person issued a permit for a spe-
cial ocean use under this section shall 
submit an annual report to the Secre-
taries not later than December 31 of 
each year that describes activities 
conducted under that permit and rev-
enues derived from such activities 
during the year. 

b. The Secretaries may not issue a permit 
for a special ocean use unless they determine 
that the proposed activity will be consistent 
with the findings listed above for the issuance 
of any permit. 

c. Categories of special ocean use being 
permitted for the first time under this section 
will be restricted in duration and permitted 
as a special ocean use pilot project. Subse-
quent permits for any category of special 
ocean use may be issued only if a special 
ocean use pilot project for that category has 
been determined by the Secretaries to meet 
the criteria in this proclamation and any 
terms and conditions placed on the permit 
for the pilot project. 

d. The Secretaries shall provide public no-
tice prior to requiring a special ocean use 
permit for any category of activity not pre-
viously identified as a special ocean use. 

e. The following requirements apply to 
permits for a special ocean use for an activity 
within the Midway Atoll Special Manage-
ment Area. 

(i) The Secretaries may issue a permit 
for a special ocean use for activities 
within the Midway Atoll Special Man-
agement Area provided: 

(A) The Secretaries find the activity fur-
thers the conservation and manage-
ment of the monument; and 

(B) The Director of the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service or his or her 
designee has determined that the ac-
tivity is compatible with the purposes 
for which the Midway Atoll National 
Wildlife Refuge was designated. 

(ii) As part of a permit, the Secretaries 
may allow vessels to transit the monu-
ment as necessary to enter the Mid-
way Atoll Special Management Area. 

f. The Secretaries may issue a permit for 
a special ocean use for activities outside the 
Midway Atoll Special Management Area pro-
vided: 

(i) The Secretaries find the activity will 
directly benefit the conservation and 
management of the monument; 

(ii) The Secretaries determine the pur-
pose of the activity is for research or 
education related to the resources or 
qualities of the monument; 

(iii) The Secretaries provide public notice 
of the application and an opportunity 
to provide comments at least 30 days 
prior to issuing the permit; and 

(iv) The activity does not involve the use 
of a commercial passenger vessel. 

4. Additional Findings for Recreation Per-
mits. The Secretaries may issue a permit only 
for recreational activities to be conducted 
within the Midway Atoll Special Manage-
ment Area. In addition to the general find-
ings listed above for any permit, the Secre-
taries may not issue such permit unless the 
Secretaries find: 

a. The activity is for the purpose of 
recreation as defined in regulation; 

b. The activity is not associated with any 
for-hire operation; and 

c. The activity does not involve any ex-
tractive use. 

Sustenance Fishing 
Sustenance fishing means fishing for 

bottomfish or pelagic species that are con-
sumed within the monument, and is inci-
dental to an activity permitted under this 
proclamation. The Secretaries may permit 
sustenance fishing outside of any Special 
Preservation Area as a term or condition of 
any permit issued under this proclamation. 
The Secretaries may not permit sustenance 
fishing in the Midway Atoll Special Manage-
ment Area unless the activity has been deter-
mined by the Director of the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service or his or her des-
ignee to be compatible with the purposes for 
which the Midway Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge was established. Sustenance fishing 
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must be conducted in a manner compatible 
with this proclamation, including considering 
the extent to which the conduct of the activ-
ity may diminish monument resources, quali-
ties, and ecological integrity, as well as any 
indirect, secondary, or cumulative effects of 
the activity and the duration of such effects. 
The Secretaries will develop procedures for 
systematic reporting of sustenance fishing. 

Definitions For purposes of this proclama-
tion: 

Attract or Attracting means luring or at-
tempting to lure a living resource by any 
means, except the mere presence of human 
beings (e.g., swimmers, divers, boaters). 

Bottomfish Species means bottomfish 
management unit species as defined at 50 
CFR 660.12. 

Commercial Bottomfishing means com-
mercial fishing for bottomfish species. 

Commercial Passenger Vessel means a ves-
sel that carries individuals who have paid for 
such carriage. 

Commercial Pelagic Trolling means com-
mercial fishing for pelagic species. 

Deserting a vessel means: 
1. Leaving a vessel aground or adrift: 
(i) Without notifying the Secretaries of 

the vessel going aground or adrift 
within 12 hours of its discovery and 
developing and presenting to the Sec-
retaries a preliminary salvage plan 
within 24 hours of such notification; 

(ii) After expressing or manifesting inten-
tion to not undertake or to cease sal-
vage efforts; or 

(iii) When the Secretaries are unable, 
after reasonable efforts, to reach the 
owner/operator within 12 hours of the 
vessels condition being reported to 
authorities. 

2. Leaving a vessel at anchor when its 
condition creates potential for a 
grounding, discharge, or deposit and 
the owner/operator fails to secure the 
vessel in a timely manner. 

Ecological Reserve means an area of the 
monument consisting of contiguous, diverse 
habitats that provide natural spawning, nurs-
ery, and permanent residence areas for the 
replenishment and genetic protection of ma-
rine life, and also to protect and preserve nat-
ural assemblages of habitats and species 

within areas representing a broad diversity 
of resources and habitats found within the 
monument. 

Ecological Integrity means a condition de-
termined to be characteristic of an ecosystem 
that has the ability to maintain the function, 
structure, and abundance of natural biologi-
cal communities, including rates of change 
in response to natural environmental vari-
ation. 

Fishing Year means the year beginning at 
0001 local time on January 1 and ending at 
2400 local time on December 31. 

Introduced Species means: 
1. A species (including, but not limited 

to, any of its biological matter capable 
of propagation) that is non-native to 
the ecosystem(s) protected by the 
monument; or 

2. Any organism into which genetic mat-
ter from another species has been 
transferred in order that the host or-
ganism acquires the genetic traits of 
the transferred genes. 

Landing means offloading fish from a fish-
ing vessel or causing fish to be offloaded from 
a fishing vessel. 

Midway Atoll Special Management Area 
means the area of the monument sur-
rounding Midway Atoll out to a distance of 
12 nautical miles, established for the en-
hanced management, protection, and preser-
vation of monument wildlife and historical 
resources. 

Mobile Transceiver Unit means a vessel 
monitoring system or VMS device installed 
on board a vessel that is used for vessel moni-
toring and transmitting the vessel’s position 
as required by this proclamation. 

Native Hawaiian Practices means cultural 
activities conducted for the purposes of per-
petuating traditional knowledge, caring for 
and protecting the environment, and 
strengthening cultural and spiritual connec-
tions to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
that have demonstrable benefits to the Na-
tive Hawaiian community. This may include, 
but is not limited to, the non-commercial use 
of monument resources for direct personal 
consumption while in the monument. 

Ocean-Based Ecotourism means a class of 
fee-for-service activities that involves visiting 
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the monument for study, enjoyment, or vol-
unteer assistance for purposes of conserva-
tion and management. 

Pelagic Species means Pacific Pelagic 
Management Unit Species as defined at 50 
CFR 660.12. 

Pono means appropriate, correct, and 
deemed necessary by traditional standards in 
the Hawaiian culture. 

Recreational Activity means an activity 
conducted for personal enjoyment that does 
not result in the extraction of monument re-
sources and that does not involve a fee-for- 
service transaction. This includes, but is not 
limited to, wildlife viewing, SCUBA diving, 
snorkeling, and boating. 

Special Preservation Area (SPA) means 
discrete, biologically important areas of the 
monument within which uses are subject to 
conditions, restrictions, and prohibitions, in-
cluding but not limited to access restrictions. 
SPAs are used to avoid concentrations of uses 
that could result in declines in species popu-
lations or habitat, to reduce conflicts between 
uses, to protect areas that are critical for sus-
taining important marine species or habitats, 
or to provide opportunities for scientific re-
search. 

Special Ocean Use means an activity or use 
of the monument that is engaged in to gen-
erate revenue or profits for one or more of 
the persons associated with the activity or 
use, and does not destroy, cause the loss of, 
or injure monument resources. This includes 
ocean-based ecotourism and other activities 
such as educational and research activities 
that are engaged in to generate revenue, but 
does not include commercial fishing for 
bottomfish or pelagic species conducted pur-
suant to a valid permit issued by NOAA. 

Stowed and Not Available for Immediate 
Use means not readily accessible for imme-
diate use, e.g., by being securely covered and 
lashed to a deck or bulkhead, tied down, 
unbaited, unloaded, or partially disassembled 
(such as spear shafts being kept separate 
from spear guns). 

Sustenance Fishing means fishing for 
bottomfish or pelagic species in which all 
catch is consumed within the monument, and 
that is incidental to an activity permitted 
under this proclamation. 

Vessel Monitoring System or VMS means 
a vessel monitoring system or mobile trans-
ceiver unit approved by the Office for Law 
Enforcement for use on vessels permitted to 
access the monument, as required by this 
subpart. 

Nothing in this proclamation shall be 
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, 
reservation, or appropriation; however, the 
national monument shall be the dominant 
reservation. 

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any 
lands thereof. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: At the time of publication, this proclama-
tion had not been received by the Office of the 
Federal Register for assignment of a proclamation 
number. 

Statement on Congressional Action 
on Appropriations Legislation 

June 15, 2006 

I applaud those Members of Congress who 
came together in a fiscally responsible way 
to provide much-needed funds for the war 
on terror and continued Hurricane Katrina 
recovery, as well as for securing our border 
and protecting against a possible avian flu 
pandemic. Responding to these critical needs 
in a timely way is not easy, but it must be 
done if we are to fight terrorism, defend our 
homeland, enforce our borders, and fulfill 
our moral obligation to help our fellow 
Americans in need. I am pleased that Con-
gress has addressed these urgent national pri-
orities within the spending limits I set. House 
and Senate Leadership and Chairmen Coch-
ran and Lewis deserve great credit for work-
ing together to pass a fiscally responsible bill. 
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Statement on Signing the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror, 
and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 
June 15, 2006 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4939, 
the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense, the Global War on 
Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006.’’ The 
Act provides additional resources needed to 
fight the war on terror, help citizens of the 
Gulf States recover from devastating hurri-
canes, and protect Americans from a poten-
tial influenza pandemic. 

Sections 1209 and 2202 of the Act prohibit 
use of certain funds appropriated in the Act 
to initiate new start programs unless the con-
gressional defense committees receive ad-
vance written notice. The Supreme Court of 
the United States has stated that the Presi-
dent’s authority to classify and control access 
to information bearing on the national secu-
rity flows from the Constitution and does not 
depend upon a legislative grant of authority. 
Although the advance notice contemplated 
by sections 1209 and 2202 can be provided 
in most situations as a matter of comity, situa-
tions may arise, especially in wartime, in 
which the President must act promptly under 
his constitutional grants of executive power 
and authority as Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces while protecting certain ex-
traordinarily sensitive national security infor-
mation. The executive branch shall construe 
these sections in a manner consistent with 
the constitutional authority of the President. 

Subsection 1304(a) of the Act amends sec-
tion 550 of Public Law 109–102 to purport 
to require the President to consult with com-
mittees of the Congress prior to exercising 
authority granted to the President by section 
550. Subsection 1304(b) purports to require 
the Secretary of State to consult such com-
mittees prior to exercising authority under 
that provision. Because the President’s con-
stitutional authority to supervise the unitary 
executive branch and take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed cannot be made by law 

subject to a requirement to consult with con-
gressional committees or to involve them in 
executive decision-making, the executive 
branch shall construe the references in the 
provisions to consulting to require only noti-
fication. 

The provision under the heading, ‘‘Joint 
Explosive Device Defeat Fund,’’ Depart-
ment of Defense-Military, that calls for the 
reporting to congressional committees of in-
formation that may include highly sensitive 
and classified national security information, 
will be construed consistently with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional responsibility to control 
the dissemination of such information. 

The executive branch shall construe the 
provision in the Act under the heading ‘‘Dis-
aster Relief,’’ Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, that purports to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to submit a housing 
proposal and expenditure plan for congres-
sional committee approval as calling solely 
for notification, as any other construction 
would be inconsistent with the constitutional 
principles enunciated by the Supreme Court 
of the United States in INS v. Chadha. 

Sections 7030 through 7033 of the Act, in-
clusive, purport to make changes in or in re-
lation to statements of managers that accom-
panied various appropriations bills reported 
from House-Senate conferences in the past. 
Also, a provision in chapter 9 of the Act 
under the heading ‘‘Emergency Relief Pro-
gram,’’ Federal Highway Administration, 
Department of Transportation, purports to 
give binding effect to a document not pre-
sented to the President. The executive 
branch shall construe these provisions in a 
manner consistent with the bicameral pas-
sage and presentment requirements of the 
Constitution for the making of a law. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 15, 2006. 

NOTE: H.R. 4939, approved June 15, was assigned 
Public Law No. 109–234. 
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Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 
June 15, 2006 

Presidential Determination No. 2006–15 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of 
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving 
our Embassy to Jerusalem. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress, 
accompanied by a report in accordance with 
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register. 

This suspension shall take effect after 
transmission of this determination and report 
to the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Deployments of United 
States Combat-Equipped Armed 
Forces Around the World 
June 15, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am providing this supplemental consoli-

dated report, prepared by my Administration 
and consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion (Public Law 93–148), as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress informed about 
deployments of U.S. combat-equipped 
Armed Forces around the world. This sup-
plemental report covers operations in sup-
port of the war on terror, Kosovo, and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. 

The War on Terror 
Since September 24, 2001, I have re-

ported, consistent with Public Law 107–40 
and the War Powers Resolution, on the com-
bat operations in Afghanistan against al- 
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban supporters, 
which began on October 7, 2001, and the 
deployment of various combat-equipped and 
combat-support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central, Pacific, and Southern 
Command areas of operation in support of 
those operations and of other operations in 
our war on terror. 

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to self- 
defense and to protect U.S. citizens and in-
terests. Such measures may include short-no-
tice deployments of special operations and 
other forces for sensitive operations in var-
ious locations throughout the world. It is not 
possible to know at this time either the pre-
cise scope or duration of the deployment of 
U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter the 
terrorist threat to the United States. 

United States Armed Forces, with the as-
sistance of numerous coalition partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue 
al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate support 
to al-Qaida. These operations have been suc-
cessful in seriously degrading al-Qaida’s 
training capabilities. United States Armed 
Forces, with the assistance of numerous coa-
lition partners in Combined Forces Com-
mand, Afghanistan, ended the Taliban re-
gime and are actively pursuing and engaging 
remnant al-Qaida and Taliban fighters in Af-
ghanistan. Approximately 200 U.S. personnel 
also are assigned to the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The 
U.N. Security Council authorized the ISAF 
in U.N. Security Council Resolution 1386 of 
December 20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its 
authorization since that time, most recently 
for a 12-month period beginning October 13, 
2005, in U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1623 of September 13, 2005. The mission of 
the ISAF under NATO command is to assist 
the Government of Afghanistan in creating 
a safe and secure environment that allows 
reconstruction and the reestablishment of 
Afghan authorities. Currently, all 26 NATO 
nations contribute to the ISAF. Ten non- 
NATO contributing countries also participate 
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by providing military and other support per-
sonnel to the ISAF. 

The United States continues to detain sev-
eral hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fighters 
who are believed to pose a continuing threat 
to the United States and its interests. The 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
deployed to Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, in the U.S. Southern Command area 
of operations since January 2002 continue to 
conduct secure detention operations for the 
approximately 460 enemy combatants at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized a 
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under 
unified command in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and 
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 2004. In 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1637 of 
November 8, 2005, the Security Council, 
noting the Iraqi government’s request to re-
tain the presence of the MNF, extended the 
MNF mandate for a period ending on De-
cember 31, 2006. Under Resolutions 1546 
and 1637, the mission of the MNF is to con-
tribute to security and stability in Iraq, as 
reconstruction continues. These contribu-
tions have included assisting in building the 
capability of the Iraqi security forces and in-
stitutions as the Iraqi people drafted and ap-
proved a constitution and established a con-
stitutionally elected government. The U.S. 
contribution to the MNF is approximately 
131,000 military personnel. 

In furtherance of our efforts against terror-
ists who pose a continuing and imminent 
threat to the United States, our friends and 
allies, and our forces abroad, the United 
States continues to work with friends and al-
lies in areas around the globe. These efforts 
include the deployment of U.S. combat- 
equipped and combat-support forces to assist 
in enhancing the counterterrorism capabili-
ties of our friends and allies. United States 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
continue to be located in the Horn of Africa 
region, and the U.S. forces headquarters ele-
ment in Djibouti provides command and 
control support as necessary for military op-
erations against al-Qaida and other inter-
national terrorists in the Horn of Africa re-
gion, including in Yemen. In addition, the 

United States continues to conduct maritime 
interception operations on the high seas in 
the areas of responsibility of all of the geo-
graphic combatant commanders. These mari-
time operations have the responsibility to 
stop the movement, arming, or financing of 
international terrorists. 

NATO-Led Kosovo Force (KFOR) 

As noted in previous reports regarding 
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo, the U.N. Security 
Council authorized Member States to estab-
lish KFOR in U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mission of 
KFOR is to provide an international security 
presence in order to deter renewed hos-
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the 
terms of the Military Technical Agreement 
between NATO and the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia (which is now Serbia); enforce 
the terms of the Undertaking on Demili-
tarization and Transformation of the former 
Kosovo Liberation Army; provide day-to-day 
operational direction to the Kosovo Protec-
tion Corps; and maintain a safe and secure 
environment to facilitate the work of the 
U.N. Interim Administration Mission in 
Kosovo (UNMIK). 

Currently, there are 24 NATO nations 
contributing to KFOR. Eleven non-NATO 
contributing countries also participate by 
providing military personnel and other sup-
port personnel to KFOR. The U.S. contribu-
tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 1,700 U.S. 
military personnel, or approximately 11 per-
cent of KFOR’s total strength of approxi-
mately 16,000 personnel. 

The U.S. forces have been assigned to the 
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR 
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining 
a safe and secure environment remains the 
primary military task. The KFOR operates 
under NATO command and control and 
rules of engagement. The KFOR coordinates 
with and supports the UNMIK at most levels; 
provides a security presence in towns, vil-
lages, and the countryside; and organizes 
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro-
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis-
putes, and help instill in the community a 
feeling of confidence. 
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In accordance with U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244, UNMIK continues to trans-
fer additional competencies to the Kosovar 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, 
which includes the President, Prime Min-
ister, multiple ministries, and the Kosovo As-
sembly. The UNMIK retains ultimate au-
thority in some sensitive areas such as police, 
justice, and ethnic minority affairs. 

NATO continues formally to review 
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These 
reviews provide a basis for assessing current 
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the 
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and 
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans. 
The UNMIK international police and the 
Kosovo Police Service (KPS) have full re-
sponsibility for public safety and policing 
throughout Kosovo. The UNMIK inter-
national police and KPS also have begun to 
assume responsibility for guarding patrimo-
nial sites and established border-crossing 
checkpoints. The KFOR augments security 
in particularly sensitive areas or in response 
to particular threats as needed. 

NATO Headquarters in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Pursuant to the June 2004 decision made 
by NATO Heads of State and Government, 
and in accordance with U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1575 of November 22, 2004, 
NATO concluded its Stabilization Force op-
erations in Bosnia-Herzegovina and estab-
lished NATO Headquarters-Sarajevo to con-
tinue to assist in implementing the Peace 
Agreement in conjunction with a newly es-
tablished European Force. The NATO 
Headquarters-Sarajevo, to which approxi-
mately 250 U.S. personnel are assigned, is, 
with the European Force, the legal successor 
to SFOR. The principal tasks of NATO 
Headquarters-Sarajevo are providing advice 
on defense reform and performing oper-
ational supporting tasks, such as 
counterterrorism and supporting the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in all of these operations pur-
suant to my constitutional authority to con-

duct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive. Offi-
cials of my Administration and I commu-
nicate regularly with the leadership and other 
Members of Congress with regard to these 
deployments, and we will continue to do so. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic 
June 15, 2006 

Thank you all for coming. Welcome to the 
South Lawn. Laura and I are thrilled you’re 
here. This is called ‘‘Rodeo on the South 
Lawn.’’ [Laughter] And we’ve—first of all, 
I want to thank all the Members of the Con-
gress and the Senate who are here. Thanks 
for serving the country. 

I always take this opportunity to thank 
your families on your behalf. I know you do 
it all the time, but I know you couldn’t serve 
without the support of your loved ones. And 
so, for all the family members who are here, 
the wives and the husbands and the children 
and the grandchildren, welcome. Thanks for 
serving the country too. 

We got some interesting entertainment for 
you tonight. We got some people who can 
play music and some people who think they 
can play music. [Laughter] We got three 
bands, one—the first band will be called The 
Compassionates. The leader of that band is 
my Chief of Staff, Josh Bolten. Yes. Then 
we’ve got—The Second Amendments will be 
playing tonight. That would be Congressman 
Collin Peterson, Dave Weldon, Kenny 
Hulshof, Thaddeus McCotter—he’s that 
rock and roll dude, Thaddeus McCotter— 
and Congressman Jon Porter. Once you get 
through those two bands, then a real group 
of musicians will be here, and we’re fortunate 
Riders in the Sky will be playing for you to-
night. 

I hope you enjoy this as much as Laura 
and I enjoy it. We’re really glad you’re here. 
God bless you all, and God bless our great 
country. Please welcome The 
Compassionates. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 6:50 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 

Message on the Observance of 
Juneteenth 
June 12, 2006 

I send greetings to all those observing 
Juneteenth. 

President Lincoln called the Emancipation 
Proclamation of 1863 the ‘‘central act’’ of his 
administration and ‘‘the greatest event of the 
nineteenth century.’’ The joyous news of 
freedom did not reach Galveston, Texas, 
until two and a half years after emancipation 
when Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived and announced that the Civil War was 
over and all slaves were free. Ever since, 
Americans have marked June 19th with spe-
cial celebrations and traditions commemo-
rating this historic moment. 

On this day, we honor the vision of Presi-
dent Lincoln, and we will keep striving to 
build a Nation where the dignity of every 
person is respected, where people are judged 
by the content of their character, and where 
the hope of the American dream reaches 
every neighborhood and every citizen. To-
gether, we can continue to advance the ideals 
of liberty and justice that make our country 
strong and help more Americans realize the 
full promise of this great Nation. 

Laura and I send our best wishes on this 
special occasion. May God bless you, and 
may God continue to bless the United States 
of America. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. This 
message was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on June 16. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

June 10 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 

June 11 
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 

June 12 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Then, on the North Portico, 
he participated in a photo opportunity with 
members of the World Cup Youth Delega-
tion. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Camp David, MD, where he met with 
the Interagency Team on Iraq, some partici-
pating through video teleconference. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
the Interagency Team on Iraq. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Baghdad, Iraq, arriving the following after-
noon. 

June 13 
In the morning, while en route to Bagh-

dad, Iraq, the President had an intelligence 
briefing. 

In the afternoon, at the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad, the President met with Prime Min-
ister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. Later, the Presi-
dent met with Prime Minister Maliki, the 
Iraqi Cabinet, and his Cabinet, participating 
from Camp David, MD, through video tele-
conference. Later, the President had sepa-
rate meetings with President Jalal Talabani 
and Speaker of the Council of Representa-
tives Mahmoud al-Mashhadani of Iraq and 
Iraqi business, cultural, and education lead-
ers. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC, arriving the next morning. 
While en route aboard Air Force One, he 
participated in an interview with radio and 
television reporters. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will accompany 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan 
to Memphis, TN, on June 30 following Prime 
Minister Koizumi’s visit to the White House 
on June 29. 
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June 14 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

June 15 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a swearing-in ceremony for 
U.S. Trade Representative Susan C. Schwab. 
Then, in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building, he met with Randal 
McCloy, Jr., the only survivor of a January 
mining accident in Sago, WV, and his wife, 
Anna. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. 

In the evening, on the South Lawn, the 
President and Mrs. Bush attended the Con-
gressional Picnic. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Geoffrey S. Bacino to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Federal 
Housing Finance Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael V. Dunn to be a Commis-
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Thomas C. Foley to be Ambas-
sador to Ireland. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nancy Montanez-Johner to be 
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food, 
Nutrition, and Consumer Services and a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the National Council on the Hu-
manities: Josiah Bunting III; Mary Habeck; 
Robert S. Martin; Wilfred M. McClay; 
Manfredi Piccolomini; Jay Winik; and Ken-
neth R. Weinstein. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the National Science Board of 
the National Science Foundation: Mark R. 
Abbott; Camilla Persson Benbow; John T. 
Bruer; Patricia D. Galloway; Jose-Marie Grif-
fiths; Karl Hess; Thomas N. Taylor; and 
Richard F. Thompson. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 

of the President’s Council on Service and 
Civic Participation: Janine L. Gauntt; Angela 
Baraquio Grey; Kelly Perdow; and Daniel C. 
Wuerffel. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Jean M. Case as Chairman of the 
President’s Council on Service and Civic Par-
ticipation. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Daniel Pearson as Chairman of the 
U.S. International Trade Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Shara L. Aranoff as Vice Chairman 
of the U.S. International Trade Commission. 

June 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Seattle, 
WA, where, upon arrival at the Boeing Field/ 
King County International Airport, he met 
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Norma 
McQuiller. He then traveled to Medina, WA, 
where, at a private residence, he attended 
a reception for congressional candidate Dave 
Reichert and the Washington State Repub-
lican Party. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Albuquerque, NM, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Pa-
tricia Ortiz. Later, he traveled to the Bush 
Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted June 12 

Randall M. Fort, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Intelligence and Research), vice 
Thomas Fingar, resigned. 

Margo M. McKay, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, vice Vernon Bernard Parker. 
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Stephen S. McMillin, 
of Texas, to be Deputy Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, vice Joel David 
Kaplan. 

Drue Pearce, 
of Alaska, to be Federal Coordinator for Alas-
ka Natural Gas Transportation Projects for 
the term prescribed by law (new position). 

Marc Spitzer, 
of Arizona, to be a member of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission for the term 
expiring June 30, 2011, vice Nora Mead 
Brownell, resigned. 

Lisa Godbey Wood, 
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Southern District of Georgia, vice Dudley H. 
Bowen, Jr., retiring. 

Submitted June 16 

Mark R. Abbott, 
of Oregon, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Founda-
tion, for a term expiring May 10, 2012, vice 
Jane Lubchenco, term expired. 

Geoffrey S. Bacino, 
of Illinois, to be a Director of the Federal 
Housing Finance Board for a term expiring 
February 27, 2013, vice Franz S. Leichter, 
term expired. 

Camilla Persson Benbow, 
of Tennessee, to be a member of the Na-
tional Science Board, National Science 
Foundation, for a term expiring May 10, 
2012, vice Warren M. Washington, term ex-
pired. 

John T. Bruer, 
of Missouri, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Founda-
tion, for a term expiring May 10, 2012, vice 
John A. White, Jr., term expired. 

Josiah Bunting III, 
of Rhode Island, to be a member of the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities for a term 
expiring January 26, 2012, vice Wright L. 
Lassiter, Jr., term expired. 

Michael V. Dunn, 
of Iowa, to be a Commissioner of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission for a 
term expiring June 19, 2011 (reappoint-
ment). 

Thomas C. Foley, 
of Connecticut, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to Ireland. 

Patricia D. Galloway, 
of Washington, to be a member of the Na-
tional Science Board, National Science 
Foundation, for a term expiring May 10, 
2012, vice Diana S. Natalicio, term expired. 

Jose-Marie Griffiths, 
of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the Na-
tional Science Board, National Science 
Foundation, for a term expiring May 10, 
2012, vice Nina V. Fedoroff, term expired. 

Mary Haybeck, 
of Maryland, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir-
ing January 26, 2012, vice James R. Stoner, 
Jr., term expired. 

Karl Hess, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Founda-
tion, for the remainder of the term expiring 
May 10, 2008, vice Delores M. Etter, re-
signed. 

Robert S. Martin, 
of Texas, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir-
ing January 26, 2012, vice Jeffrey D. Wallin, 
term expired. 

Wilfred M. McClay, 
of Tennessee, to be a member of the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities for a term 
expiring January 26, 2012 (reappointment). 

Nancy Montanez-Johner, 
of Nebraska, to be Under Secretary of Agri-
culture for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 
Services, vice Eric M. Bost. 

Nancy Montanez-Johner, 
of Nebraska, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration, vice Eric M. Bost. 
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Manfredi Piccolomini, 
of New York, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir-
ing January 26, 2012, vice Andrew Ladis, 
term expired. 

Thomas N. Taylor, 
of Kansas, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Founda-
tion, for a term expiring May 10, 2012, vice 
Daniel Simberloff, term expired. 

Richard F. Thompson, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Science Board, National Science Founda-
tion, for a term expiring May 10, 2012, vice 
Mark S. Wrighton, term expired. 

Kenneth R. Weinstein, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the National Council on the Humanities 
for a term expiring January 26, 2012, vice 
David Hertz, term expired. 

Jay Winik, 
of Maryland, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir-
ing January 26, 2012, vice Nathan O. Hatch, 
term expired. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released June 12 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Counselor to 
the President Dan Bartlett 

Released June 13 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan 
to Memphis, Tennessee 

Fact sheet: Camp David Meetings: Building 
on Progress in Iraq 

Released June 15 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley on the 
President’s upcoming visit to Europe 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 1953, H.R. 
3829, H.R. 5401, S. 1235, S. 193, and S. 2803 

Fact sheet: President Signs Emergency 
Funding Bill 

Fact sheet: The Northwestern Hawaiian Is-
lands Marine National Monument: A Com-
mitment to Good Stewardship of Our Nat-
ural Resources 

Released June 16 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Dana Perino 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved June 15 

H.R. 1953 / Public Law 109–230 
San Francisco Old Mint Commemorative 
Coin Act 

H.R. 3829 / Public Law 109–231 
To designate the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center in Muskegee, Okla-
homa, as the Jack C. Montgomery Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

H.R. 5401 / Public Law 109–232 
Lewis and Clark Commemorative Coin Cor-
rection Act 

S. 1235 / Public Law 109–233 
Veterans’ Housing Opportunity and Benefits 
Improvement Act of 2006 

H.R. 4939 / Public Law 109–234 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, 
and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 

S. 193 / Public Law 109–235 
Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act of 2005 
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S. 2803 / Public Law 109–236 
Mine Improvement and New Emergency 
Response Act of 2006 
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