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Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in 
the Russian Federation 

June 19, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to the accu-
mulation of a large volume of weapons-usa-
ble fissile material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation is to continue beyond June 
21, 2006. The most recent notice continuing 
this emergency was published in the Federal 
Register on June 20, 2005 (70 FR 35507). 

It remains a major national security goal 
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma-
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap-
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis-
armament agreements is dedicated to peace-
ful uses, subject to transparency measures, 
and protected from diversion to activities of 
proliferation concern. The accumulation of 
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. For this 
reason, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue the national emergency declared 
with respect to the accumulation of a large 
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in 
the territory of the Russian Federation and 
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 19, 2006. 

Remarks at the President’s Dinner 

June 19, 2006 

Thank you all very much. Thank you. 
Please be seated. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. 

Jim, thanks very much for your introduc-
tion. Thanks for your leadership for this in-
credibly successful dinner. Thank you all for 
coming. 

I told Laura, I said, ‘‘I’m going to the Presi-
dent’s Dinner.’’ She said, ‘‘Cook it yourself.’’ 
[Laughter] She’s doing great, by the way. She 
is a—I’m a lucky man that she said yes when 
I asked her to marry me. She is a fabulous 
mom, a great wife, and she’s doing a wonder-
ful job as the First Lady of the United States. 

She sends her best. She, like me, under-
stands that we’re going to keep the House 
and we’re going to keep the Senate thanks 
to you all. And there’s a reason why we got 
to keep the House and the Senate. We got 
a fabulous Speaker and leadership team in 
the United States House of Representatives 
and a great leader in Bill Frist in the United 
States Senate. 

We’re here for a reason. We’re here to 
solve problems and not pass them to future 
Congresses and future Presidents. We’re 
making a difference for the people of the 
United States of America. When we see 
problems, we solve them. The Democrats are 
good talkers; we’re good doers. We get the 
job done. We understand the stakes to the 
world in which we live. We understand the 
most important responsibility we have in 
Washington is to defend the people of the 
United States, and that’s exactly what we’re 
doing. 

I appreciate the members of my Cabinet 
here tonight. Thank you all for coming. Don’t 
stay too long; you got to get back to work. 
[Laughter] 

I’m thrilled that Speaker Denny Hastert 
is here, and Leader Bill Frist. [Applause] I 
want to thank the—must have a lousy seat. 
[Laughter] I want to thank Elizabeth Dole 
and Lamar Alexander. I want to thank Con-
gressman Tom Reynolds. I want to thank 
Mitch McConnell. I want to thank John 
Boehner. I want to thank all the Members 
of the House and the Senate who’ve joined 
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us tonight. I appreciate your service to our 
country, and I’m proud to serve with you. 

These are historic times in which we live, 
and these are times that require people to 
make hard decisions. I’m proud to be serving 
with people, here in Washington, DC, who 
make decisions on what’s right, not what the 
focus groups say and what the polls say. And 
what is right is doing what it takes to defend 
the United States of America from attack 
again. 

I’m proud to be serving with people who 
understand the lessons of September the 
11th. And here’s what I’ve learned. I’ve 
learned that we must look at the world the 
way it is, not the way we hope it is. I’ve 
learned that in order to do our duty to pro-
tect the American people, we must under-
stand the nature of the enemy we face. We 
face coldblooded killers who would like noth-
ing more than to strike the United States of 
America again, and the only way to defeat 
them is to stay on the offense and bring them 
to justice before they hurt America again. 

When the President speaks, he better 
mean what he says, and when I said, ‘‘If you 
harbor a terrorist, you’re equally as guilty as 
the terrorist,’’ I meant exactly what I said. 
And when the Taliban refused to cough up 
Al Qaida, we acted. In the United States 
Congress, we’re strong supporters of uphold-
ing that doctrine. And as a result of our ac-
tion, America is safer, Al Qaida no longer 
has training camps, and 25 million people 
now live in freedom. 

I’m proud to be working with a Speaker 
and the Leader of the Senate and Republican 
Members of the House and the Senate who 
understand the stakes of the world in which 
we live. I am proud to be working with clear- 
eyed realists who understand that we can give 
no quarter to an enemy that would like to 
do us harm again. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is that when this country sees a threat, we 
must deal with it before it fully materializes. 
When a lot of us were coming up, we thought 
oceans could protect us from harm, but the 
lesson of September the 11th is, oceans can 
no longer protect the United States. 

The best way to protect the United States 
is to take care of threats before they come 
to hurt us. In Iraq, Republicans and Demo-

crats saw a threat. We saw Saddam Hussein 
who terrorized his neighbors, Saddam Hus-
sein who killed his own people, a Saddam 
Hussein who used weapons of mass destruc-
tion, a Saddam Hussein who had funded ter-
rorists, Saddam Hussein who defied U.N. 
resolution after U.N. resolution. And when 
he defied his last U.N. resolution, we re-
moved him from power, and the world is bet-
ter off for it. 

And I’m proud to be serving with Mem-
bers of the United States Congress and the 
United States Senate who stand by their con-
victions, who don’t try to change history in 
the midst of hard work. And that’s what this 
world requires; it requires hard work by the 
United States of America. And right now 
we’re doing hard work in Iraq. Iraq is the 
central front on the war on terror. And it’s 
important we succeed. 

You know I just recently went to Baghdad, 
had an interesting experience there. I met 
the new Prime Minister and the new Cabinet 
of a unity government. And here’s what I 
saw: I saw people dedicated to living out 
the—to living out the desires of the 12 mil-
lion people who went to the polls in defiance 
of the car bombers and the killers. I saw peo-
ple from different groups in that country 
coming together to say, ‘‘We want to suc-
ceed.’’ And I saw people wondering whether 
the United States would have the nerve to 
stay the course and help them succeed. 

I went to Iraq, and I said, ‘‘It’s up to you. 
It’s up to you to seize this moment.’’ But 
I also told them this, ‘‘When America gives 
its word, America will keep its word.’’ And 
we will help this good country of Iraq be-
come a thriving democracy in the heart of 
the Middle East. 

Now, we’re going to win the war on terror 
if we don’t lose our nerve. We will win the 
war on terror by bringing the terrorists to 
justice. We will win the war on terror by de-
feating the terrorists in Iraq, and we will win 
the war on terror by defeating their hateful 
ideology with freedom. 

You see, I want you to understand some-
thing loud and clear. I make my decisions 
based upon principles that just aren’t going 
to change, and I’m proud to be standing with 
Members—Republican Members of the 
House and Senate who stand on the very 
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same principles. We believe in the uni-
versality of freedom. We believe everybody 
desires to be free. And we believe that the 
spread of freedom will yield the peace this 
world wants. It is important to have Mem-
bers of the United States Congress who will 
not wave the white flag of surrender in this 
war on terror. 

There is a debate here in Washington, and 
there should be. And I welcome the debate, 
and we should welcome the debate. But I 
want to remind you of the consequences if 
those who want to withdraw from Iraq hap-
pen to prevail in the debate. An early with-
drawal would be a defeat for the United 
States of America. An early withdrawal would 
embolden the terrorists. Talk about a dead-
line before we’ve done the job sends chills 
throughout the spines of Iraqi citizens who 
are wondering whether or not the United 
States has the capacity to keep its word. 

An early withdrawal would embolden Al 
Qaida and bin Laden. An early withdrawal, 
before we completed the missions, would say 
to the United States military, ‘‘Your sacrifices 
have gone to vain.’’ There will be no early 
withdrawal so long as we run the Congress 
and occupy the White House. 

I want to thank the Members of Congress, 
Republican Members of Congress, for sup-
porting the United States military. It’s really 
important for our military to know that the 
United States of America supports them in 
Iraq. I’ll tell you one of the things that just 
struck me when I was there in Baghdad. I 
looked in the eyes of our civilians who were 
there and I looked in the eyes of our troops, 
and I saw brave and honorable and decent 
and courageous souls. I saw the best of 
America. And this Congress and this White 
House will give them what it takes to win 
the war on terror. 

And here at home, Republicans in the 
House and the Senate, working with the 
White House, have dealt with some pretty 
tough times for our economy. I know it 
seems like a long time ago, but it wasn’t all 
that long ago that we had to deal with a reces-
sion and a stock market correction and cor-
porate scandals and attacks on our country 
and two wars and two major invasions as a 
part of the war on terror and natural disasters 

and high energy prices. Yet instead of talking, 
we acted, and we acted on principle. 

We Republicans believe that when you 
have more of your own money in your pocket 
to save, spend, or invest, it can overcome 
tough economic times. We believe that we 
ought to trust you with your money, and not 
trust Government on how to spend your 
money. And as a result of our progrowth eco-
nomic policies, this economy is strong, and 
we intend to keep it strong. 

Our economy grew at 3.5 percent last year, 
and that’s faster than any other major indus-
trialized nation in the world. We added 5.3 
million new jobs since August of 2003. The 
national unemployment rate is 4.6 percent. 
That’s below the average for every decade 
since the 1960s. The entrepreneurial spirit 
is strong in America because of Republican 
progrowth economic policies. 

And there is a clear record on this issue. 
And as people start going to the polls next 
November, I want them to remember who 
cut the taxes and who was against the tax 
cuts. Every single tax cut was opposed by 
the Democrat leadership, every tax cut: tax 
cuts for child—children, families with chil-
dren; tax cuts to get rid of the death tax; tax 
cuts on capital gains and dividends; tax cuts 
for everybody who pays taxes; tax cuts for 
small businesses. We’re the party of tax cuts, 
and we’re the party of economic growth. And 
we intend to keep it that way by making the 
tax cuts permanent. 

If you want your taxes raised, vote Demo-
crat. If you want your taxes low, keep Denny 
Hastert and Bill Frist as leaders of the House 
and the Senate. 

Oh, you hear all kinds of excuses for raising 
taxes here in Washington. The classic is, ‘‘We 
need to raise the taxes to balance the budg-
et.’’ That’s not how Washington works. I’ve 
been here 51⁄2 years; I can tell you how it 
works. See, they’re going to raise your taxes, 
and then they’ll figure out new ways to spend 
your money. 

The best way to balance the budget is to 
be fiscally wise with your money and to keep 
progrowth economic policies in place, which 
is exactly what we’re going to do. We’re on 
our way to cutting this deficit in half by 2009, 
because our economy is strong as a result 
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of low taxes and because we’re working to-
gether to make sure we’re wise about how 
we spend your money. I’ll tell you one thing 
about spending your money, though. So long 
as we have got any soldier in harm’s way, 
I look forward to working with the Congress 
to make sure he or she gets all the equip-
ment, all the training, all the pay necessary 
to win this war on terror. 

We’re willing to deal with tough issues, 
and we got a tough issue with immigration. 
This is an important debate for the United 
States of America, but I want all of us to 
remember one thing: We are a nation of im-
migrants, and we will treat people with re-
spect, no matter what country they’re from. 

The American people expect us to secure 
our borders, and we will. We will increase 
the number of Border Patrol agents, and I 
want to thank the Congress for passing strong 
measures to do just that. We will provide new 
technologies for our borders, to help our 
Border Patrol agents. We will end catch-and- 
release, so when we catch somebody trying 
to sneak in our country, they’re going to go 
back home. We will send a clear message 
to people trying to sneak across our borders: 
The United States will secure our borders. 
But I also want you to understand that to 
secure our borders, we need a comprehen-
sive immigration plan. 

We need a plan that says, instead of trying 
to sneak across our borders, you can come 
and work in our borders—in our country, on 
a temporary basis, for jobs Americans aren’t 
doing. We need a temporary-worker plan in 
order to make sure this border of ours is se-
cure. We need to give those temporary work-
ers a chance to come here and then go back 
home after they work, and give them a card, 
see. They need to have a tamper-proof card. 
And that’s how you begin to have true en-
forcement. 

It’s against the law to hire somebody who’s 
here—who is illegally here, and we intend 
to make sure we uphold the laws against em-
ployers who are hiring illegal immigrants. We 
oppose amnesty. Amnesty is wrong for the 
United States of America. Amnesty sends the 
wrong signal to people here by—playing by 
the rules. On the other hand, it is unrealistic 
to expect the United States of America can 
deport 11 million people. And so my plan 

is, is that if you pay your fine, pay your dues, 
learn English, you can get at the end of the 
citizenship line, not ahead of those who are 
here legally. 

And finally, during this debate I want us 
to remember that this country has had an 
amazing capacity to assimilate people from 
different walks of life, and so a part of a com-
prehensive plan will not only be to secure 
our borders but to have an orderly work plan 
to be responsible on how we treat people 
who have been here—but as well as to help 
people learn English and learn the customs 
and habits of the United States of America. 

I love a country where someone can go 
from picking onions to owning the grocery 
store, when somebody can go from sweeping 
the floor of an office to running the office. 
I love a country where somebody can come 
and work in a small business and own the 
small business. America is one Nation under 
God, and the Republican Party must always 
stand for that. 

You know, ours is the party that came here 
to Washington, DC, and saw a Medicare sys-
tem that wasn’t working. The Democrats 
were great about talking about making Medi-
care work; they could never get anything 
done. And we did. People say, ‘‘What did 
you care about Medicare for?’’ I cared about 
it because the Government has made a com-
mitment to the elderly to provide good health 
care. And once—my view is, once you make 
a commitment, you got to honor the commit-
ment. And I saw a Medicare system that 
wasn’t working, and so did a lot of the Re-
publicans in the United States Congress. 

I’ll give you an example of why it wasn’t 
working. We had a Medicare system that 
would pay $25,000 for surgery but not one 
single dime for the prescription drugs that 
could prevent the surgery from being needed 
in the first place. The system was old. It was 
tired. It wasn’t working. And Republicans 
came together to make sure we had a Medi-
care system that delivered modern medicine 
for our seniors. And if you’re a poor senior 
in America, we give you help. The days from 
choosing between an electricity bill and med-
icine are over, thanks to the Republican 
Party. 

There is more work to be done when it 
comes to making sure health care is available 
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and affordable. That’s why we support asso-
ciation health plans to help small businesses 
be able to afford health insurance. That’s why 
we support health savings accounts, so you’re 
in control of the health decisions. That’s why 
we support the advent of information tech-
nology to help bring excess costs out of the 
systems. And in order to make sure health 
care is available and affordable, we strongly 
support medical liability reform. We got to 
make sure these junk lawsuits stop running 
good doctors out of practice and stop running 
up your bills. 

Ours is the party that understands we got 
to have a comprehensive energy plan to make 
us less dependent on foreign sources of oil. 
We strongly support conservation measures. 
We strongly support clean coal technologies 
and nuclear power. We strongly support hy-
brid vehicles, new battery technologies, eth-
anol. Ours is a party that is willing to work 
hard to say to the American people, soon, 
that we’re less dependent on foreign sources 
of oil, and that’s good for national security, 
and that is good for economic security. 

What I’m telling you is, we stand for some 
things, and we get things done for the Amer-
ican people. We stand on principles. We be-
lieve in human dignity of each and every per-
son. We stand for a culture of life. We strong-
ly stand for families in America. And we be-
lieve it is essential to make sure that we have 
a judiciary that understands its proper role 
in society. 

I want to thank the United States Senate 
for confirming two fantastic Supreme Court 
Justices in John Roberts and Sam Alito. And 
our pledge to you is that I will continue to 
nominate good judges, good honorable men 
and women, who will interpret the law and 
not legislate from the bench. 

Ours is a party that understands that Gov-
ernment can hand out money but cannot put 
hope in a person’s heart or a sense of purpose 
in a person’s life. And therefore we strongly 
support—we strongly believe in supporting 
faith-based and community programs that all 
exist to put an arm around a brother who 
is lost or a sister who needs help, and says, 
‘‘I love you.’’ We strongly believe that Gov-
ernment ought to support programs of faith 
in order to help lift the souls and the spirits 

of those who need something much greater 
than Government can provide. 

Ours is a party that believes in limited gov-
ernment and empowering the people of the 
United States. There’s no question that this 
country of ours can accomplish anything we 
set our minds to. We can win the war on 
terror, and we will. We can make sure people 
are able to find work all around our country. 
We can help the homeless, help the addicted. 
We can help feed the hungry. We can lift 
up the souls of every person who is lucky 
enough to be a citizen of this great country, 
and we will. 

I want to thank you for your help. I want 
to thank you for giving us a chance to lead 
this great country. I want to thank you for 
helping make sure that Denny Hastert and 
Bill Frist remain in their positions in the Sen-
ate and the House, and I assure you of this: 
We will continue to lead this country with 
an optimistic, hopeful, positive vision that 
says to every American, opportunity belongs 
to you as much as your neighbor. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. at the 
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rep. James O. McCrery III of Lou-
isiana; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and 
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist 
organization. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
a Report on Additional Geneva 
Convention Amendments 
June 19, 2006 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith: the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Adoption of an Additional Dis-
tinctive Emblem (the ‘‘Geneva Protocol 
III’’), adopted at Geneva on December 8, 
2005, and signed by the United States on that 
date; the Amendment to Article 1 of the Con-
vention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on 
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
Which May be Deemed to be Excessively 
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects 
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