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Message on the 90th Anniversary of
the National Park Service

August 24, 2006

I send greetings to those celebrating the
90th anniversary of the National Park Serv-
ice.

Americans take great pride in our coun-
try’s natural and historic treasures, and the
National Park Service plays an important role
in ensuring that our rich heritage is preserved
and enjoyed for generations to come. Since
its establishment in 1916, the National Park
Service has grown to include almost 400 sites,
with parks in nearly every state. These parks
protect beautiful landscapes, tell important
stories about our country’s past, and encour-
age our citizens to conserve our natural envi-
ronment and celebrate our national history.

Over the past five years, the National Park
Service has made significant progress in con-
serving our natural resources and improving
the condition of park facilities. I call on all
Americans to help in these efforts and to en-
hance our parks as we get ready for the Na-
tional Park Services” centennial celebration.
Through continued cooperation and partner-
ship, our national parks can endure for the
next 100 years and beyond.

I appreciate the volunteers and employees
of the National Park Service who dedicate
their time and talents to maintaining and en-
hancing our national parks. Your efforts help
advance environmental stewardship, pro-
mote outdoor recreation, and preserve our
national memory.

Laura and I send our best wishes on this
special occasion.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 25. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Aug. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

Memorandum on the Future of
America’s National Parks

August 24, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Interior

Subject: The Future of America’s National
Parks

In honoring its 90th anniversary, I have
called on the National Park Service, and
every American, to continue the cooperation
necessary for our vibrant national parks to
endure for the next 100 years and beyond.

Over the past 5 years, the National Park
Service has built a strong foundation for the
future, with 6,000 park improvements com-
pleted or underway. We should further en-
hance our national parks during the decade
leading up to the 2016 centennial celebra-
tion.

Therefore, I direct you to establish specific
performance goals for our national parks
that, when achieved, will help prepare them
for another century of conservation, preser-
vation, and enjoyment. These goals should
integrate the assessments of the past 5 years
used in monitoring natural resources and im-
proving the condition of park facilities. You
are to identify signature projects and pro-
grams that are consistent with these goals
and that continue the National Park Service
legacy of leveraging philanthropic, partner-
ship, and government investments for the
benefit of national parks and their visitors.

You are directed to consult with the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget
and the Chairman of the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality as appropriate in imple-
menting this memorandum. I encourage you
to invite and receive suggestions from those
who desire to preserve the scenic, cultural,
historical, geological, and recreational values
of our national parks.

You are to report the results of the imple-
mentation of this memorandum to me by

May 31, 2007.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 25. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.
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Proclamation 8042—National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction
Recovery Month, 2006

August 25, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Alcohol and drug abuse disrupts families,
threatens the safety of our neighborhoods,
and ruins the lives of countless men, women,
and youth. During National Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we recog-
nize the damaging effects of substance abuse
and renew our support for individuals bat-
tling to overcome addiction. The theme for
2006, “Join the Voices for Recovery: Build
a Stronger, Healthier Community,” urges all
Americans to help prevent alcohol and drug
abuse and to promote treatment and recov-
ery options.

While drug use among youth is down since
2001, we must continue our efforts to help
our next generation avoid substance abuse.
This work begins with understanding that
youth are less likely to engage in risky behav-
iors when they are connected to strong fami-
lies and communities. To assist our children
in learning to make healthy choices, the
Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by
First Lady Laura Bush, is encouraging local
partnerships that empower families, schools,
and communities to help our young people
reach their full potential.

In order to effectively battle alcohol and
drug addiction, we must ensure that Ameri-
cans in need can readily access services and
programs. Over the past 3 years, my Adminis-
tration has provided nearly $300 million for
the Access to Recovery program so that indi-
viduals who desire treatment have the ability
to seek the form of treatment most suitable
for their needs, including assistance from
faith-based and community providers. My
fiscal year 2007 budget proposes to build
upon the success of this initiative by pro-
viding $98 million to further expand indi-
vidual choice.

My Administration is also committed to
protecting our citizens and our young people
from the scourge of methamphetamine. This
substance is highly addictive and is a con-
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tinuing and devastating threat in too many
communities across our Nation. While the
number of teens who have ever tried this
deadly drug has decreased since 2001, we re-
main focused on keeping methamphetamine
from reaching more Americans. Through the
Access to Recovery program, $25 million will
be targeted in fiscal year 2007 to help indi-
viduals recover from methamphetamine
abuse. Additionally, earlier this year I signed
into law the USA PATRIOT Improvement
and Reauthorization Act of 2005, which in-
creases penalties for smuggling and selling
methamphetamine and introduces common-
sense safeguards to make many of the ingre-
dients used in manufacturing it harder to ob-
tain and easier to track.

These efforts are helping in the fight
against substance abuse in America, yet gov-
ernment action is not the only answer. We
are making progress because there are mil-
lions of our fellow citizens answering the uni-
versal call to love a neighbor. To find out
how to join the armies of compassion and
be a part of building a stronger, healthier
community, interested volunteers should
visit recoverymonth.gov and
usafreedomcorps.gov. By working together,
we can make a difference in the life of some-
one in need and help fulfill the promise of
a more hopeful tomorrow for generations to
come.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2006
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Re-
covery Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:10 a.m., August 29, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on August 30.
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