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I hereby determine that the continuation
for 1 year of the exercise of those authorities
with respect to the applicable countries is in
the national interest of the United States.

Therefore, consistent with the authority
vested in me by section 101(b) of Public Law
95-223, I continue for 1 year, until Sep-
tember 14, 2007, the exercise of those au-
thorities with respect to countries affected
by:

y(l) the Foreign Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 C.F.R. part 500;

(2) the Transaction Control Regulations,
31 C.F.R. part 505; and

(3) the Cuban Assets Control Regulations,
31 C.F.R. part 515.

The Secretary of the Treasury is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 14, 2006]

NoTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on September 15.

Remarks to Reporters Following a
Meeting With the House Republican
Conference

September 14, 2006

Thank you very much. It's an honor to
meet with the Capitol press corps, and a few
White House—a few White House folks scat-
tered in. Just had a great visit with House
Members—House Republican Members. I
talked about a lot of issues and answered
questions. I thanked them for the House
Armed Services Committee passing a very
important piece of legislation in a bipartisan
fashion that will give us the tools and where-
withal to protect this country. I reminded
them that the most important job of Govern-
ment is to protect the homeland, and yester-
day they advanced an important piece of leg-
islation to do just that. I'll continue to work
with Members of the Congress to get good
legislation so we can do our duty.

It'’s nice seeing you all. Thank you very
much.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. at the
United States Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to H.R. 6054, the “Military Commissions Act of
2006.” A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Roh Moo-hyun of South
Korea and an Exchange With
Reporters

September 14, 2006

President Bush. Welcome to the White
House. I will give an opening statement; the
President will give an opening statement; we
will answer two questions a side.

Mr. President, thank you for coming. The
relationship between the United States and
South Korea is a strong and vital relationship.
Today we talked about how to strengthen our
commitment to peace and security on the
Korean Peninsula. All our discussions began
with the notion that our alliance is important
to security and peace in the Far East. I thank
the President, the South Korean Govern-
ment, and the people of South Korea for
sending troops into Iraq to help that young
democracy realize the benefits of liberty.

We reaffirmed our commitment to the six-
party talks so that we can peacefully deal with
the North Korean issue. We talked about our
economic relations and the importance of a
free trade agreement to benefit our respec-
tive peoples.

And finally, the President talked to me
about a visa waiver policy. He strongly advo-
cated the need for there to be a visa waiver
for the people of South Korea. I assured him
we will work together to see if we can’t get
this issue resolved as quickly as possible.

We've had a very friendly and very mean-
ingful dialog, and I'm glad you came, Mr.
President. Please.

President Roh. First of all, I would like
to offer my sincere condolences and sym-
pathies, and those of the Korean people, for
the tragedy of 9/11, which struck 5 years ago.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

President Roh. 1 would like to also reit-
erate our support for the war against terror
and of President Bush, the people of the
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United States. And we stand with you, Presi-
dent Bush and the people of America, in your
fight against terror.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

President Roh. Prior to our summit meet-
ing, we have closely coordinated the agenda
and issues of interest. And on this basis, we
had very sufficient and very satisfactory talks.

And President Bush spoke about the three
issues that we discussed. If I may add to one
of them, of the wartime operational control,
I was very happy that the President reassured
me of the continued commitment of the
United States for the defense of the Korean
Peninsula.

As for the remaining issue of timing of the
transfer of OPCON, we agreed that this is
not a political issue; this is an issue that will
be discussed through the working-level talks.
And we will continue to work together on
this issue.

And also, the President and I agreed to
work together for the restart of the six-party
talks. And as for specific steps that we can
take before the resumption of the six-party
process, our ministers and staff will be con-
sulting closely.

And, Mr. President, I would like to thank
you again for the open and understanding
that you have shown in these difficult issues.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Caren
[Caren Bohan, Reuters]—I mean, Nedra
[Nedra Pickler, Associated Press].

“Military Commissions Act of 2006

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Your former
Secretary of State endorsed the plan to block
the terror suspect interrogation legislation
that you have proposed. He says it would
raise doubts about the moral basis for the
U.S. fight against terrorists and would put
U.S. troops at risk. Does this hurt your ef-
forts?

President Bush. We have proposed legis-
lation that will enable the Central Intel-
ligence Agency to be able to conduct a pro-
gram to get information from high-value de-
tainees in a lawful way. And that idea was
approved yesterday by a House committee
in an overwhelmingly bipartisan fashion. It
is very important for the American people
to understand that in order to protect this
country, we must be able to interrogate peo-
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ple who have information about future at-
tacks.

So the question I ask about any piece of
legislation is, will the program provide legal
clarity so that our professionals will feel com-
fortable about going forward with the pro-
gram? That's what I'm going to ask. And I
will resist any bill that does not enable this
program to go forward with legal clarity. And
there’s all kinds of letters coming out—and
today, by the way, active duty personnel in
the Pentagon, the JAG, supported the con-
cept that I have just outlined to you. This
is an important program for the security of
this country. And we want to work with Con-
gress to make sure that the program can go
forward. If there’s not clarity, if there’s ambi-
guity, if there’s any doubt in our profes-
sionals” minds that they can conduct their op-
erations in a legal way, with support of the
Congress, the program won’t go forward and
the American people will be in danger.

President Bush. Mr. President.

U.S. Armed Forces in South Korea/North
Korea

[At this point, a question was asked in Ko-
rean, and no translation was provided. ]

President Bush. Okay, I'll interpret the
question for you. [Laughter] “How come you
look so beautiful in your blue tie, Mr. Presi-
dent?” [Laughter]

No, he asked about operational control and
the date—the appropriate date of operational
control. My message to the Korean people
is that the United States is committed to the
security of the Korean Peninsula. Decisions
about the placement of our troops and the
size of our troops will be made in consulta-
tion with the South Korean Government. We
will work in a consultative way at the appro-
priate level of government to come up with
an appropriate date.

I agree with the President that the issue
should not become a political issue. I have
talked to our Secretary of Defense about
making sure that the issue is done in a con-
sultative way and at the appropriate level of
government, and that’s how we will end up
deciding the appropriate transfer of oper-
ational authority.

Did he ask you a question?
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President Roh. Yes, that was a very good
answer. Thank you, Mr. President. [Laugh-
ter]

President Bush. Hope everybody else
agrees with it.

President Roh. As for the question about
the common and broad approach being
talked about between our two countries for
the restart of the six-party talks, I must tell
you that we are at the working level of con-
sulting very closely on this issue, but we have
not yet reached a conclusion. And this issue
is very complex, so I would be hesitant—and
it would be difficult for me to answer the
question at the moment.

The important thing to remember, that
South Korea now faces the issue of North
Korean nuclear issue. And this, I would say,
is one important issue that we’re facing. On
the other hand, the United States has a host
of other issues to deal with: the Iran/Lebanon
crisis, the war in Iraq. So what is important
to remember is that—the fact that we are
consulting closely on the North Korean nu-
clear issue, and we are consulting on ways
to restart the six-party process. And I believe
this is the important point, that this is, in
fact, very meaningful that the United States
is devoting much of its efforts to resolving
the North Korean issue. This is very signifi-
cant for the Korean Government.

President Bush. Thank you. Caren.

North Korea’s Participation in the Six-
Party Talks

Q. Mr. President, North Korea has refused
to engage in the six-party talks for nearly a
year. What's the incentive to get them back
to the table?

President Bush. No, I appreciate that.
First and foremost, the incentive is for Kim
Jong 11 to understand there is a better way
to improve the lives of his people than being
isolated; that stability in the region is in his
interest, the ultimate interests for the people
of North Korea to be able to benefit and for
families to be able to have food on the table.

His refusal to come back to the six-party
talks has really strengthened an alliance of
five nations that—who are determined to
solve this issue peacefully, but recognize a
threat posed by a country in the region
armed with a nuclear weapon. If he were to
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verifiably get rid of his weapons programs,
there is clearly a better way forward. And
that is the message we've been sending to
the North Korean Government through the
six-party talks.

Final question. Do you want to call on
somebody?

South Korea-North Korea Relations

[A question was asked in Korean, and no
translation was provided. ]

President Roh. As for your question, that
there is a concern in Korea that the United
States will take further sanctions against
North Korea and whether this will jeopardize
the chance of a successful six-party process,
my answer is that we are working very hard
on restarting the six-party talks. That is what
the President and I have discussed this morn-
ing, and this is not the appropriate time to
think about the possibility of a failure of the
six-party process. So this is my answer.

And my Government has taken certain
measures, and although—because we do not
want to hurt the inter-Korean relations, we
do not label this—these measures as sanc-
tions, we are, in fact, taking measures tanta-
mount to sanctions after the North Korean
missile launches. This is—we have sus-
pended rice and fertilizer aid to North Korea,
and this is, in fact, similar to sanctions in its
effect.

And we are, in fact—this measure of sus-
pension of aid to North Korea, I believe, is
in line with the implementation of the U.N.
security resolution on North Korea. And as
for other sanctions you have mentioned by
the United States, these are being done in
line with the U.S. law enforcement. And so
we would be—we would not delve into this
at this time.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Kim Jong Il of North
Korea. A reporter referred to former Secretary
of State Colin L. Powell.
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Statement on the Death of
Ann Richards

September 14, 2006

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
passing of Governor Ann Richards of Texas.
Ann loved Texas, and Texans loved her. As
a public servant, she earned respect and ad-
miration. Ann became a national role model,
and her charm, wit, and candor brought a
refreshing vitality to public life. We extend
our sympathies to Ann’s family and friends.
Texas has lost one of its great daughters.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Reform of
Earmarking Rules

September 14, 2006

I applaud the House of Representatives
for voting again this week in support of great-
er transparency and accountability in Gov-
ernment. H.R. 1000 [H. Res. 1000]* would
shine a brighter light on earmarks by requir-
ing disclosure of the sponsors of each provi-
sion. This reform would help improve the
legislative process by making sure both law-
makers and the public are better informed
before Congress votes to spend the taxpayers’
money.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Port Security Improvement Act of
2006

September 14, 2006

Today the Senate passed legislation to
strengthen my administration’s efforts to se-
cure our ports and detect dangers before
they reach America’s shores.

By furthering our coordination with re-
sponsible countries throughout the world,
the Port Security Improvement Act of 2006
will help secure the global supply chain and
help ensure the smooth flow of commerce
into and out of the United States. I am
pleased this bill codifies several administra-
tion efforts that have already substantially im-
proved security at our ports, including the

* White House correction.
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Container Security Initiative, which identi-
fies and inspects cargo at foreign ports before
they are placed on vessels destined for the
United States, and the Customs-Trade Part-
nership Against Terrorism, which helps our
international trading partners secure their
supply chains before shipping goods into our
country.

I look forward to the House and Senate
resolving their differences in conference and
sending this legislation to me for my signa-
ture.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4954.

Proclamation 8049—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2006
September 14, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans are a diverse people, yet we are
bound by common principles that teach us
what it means to be American citizens. Dur-
ing National Hispanic Heritage Month, we
recognize the many contributions of His-
panic Americans to our country.

Through hard work, faith in God, and a
deep love of family, Hispanic Americans have
pursued their dreams and contributed to the
strength and vitality of our Nation. They have
enriched the American experience and ex-
celled in business, law, politics, education,
community service, the arts, science, and
many other fields. Hispanic entrepreneurs
are also helping build a better, more hopeful
future for all by creating jobs across our
country. The number of Hispanic-owned
businesses is growing at three times the na-
tional rate, and increasing numbers of His-
panic Americans own their own homes. We
continue to benefit from a rich Hispanic cul-
ture and we are a stronger country because
of the talent and creativity of the many His-
panic Americans who have shaped our soci-
ety.

Throughout our history, Hispanic Ameri-
cans have also shown their devotion to our
country in their military service. Citizens of
Hispanic descent have fought in every war
since our founding and have taken their



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T07:54:57-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




