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* White House correction. 

Statement on the Death of 
Ann Richards 
September 14, 2006 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
passing of Governor Ann Richards of Texas. 
Ann loved Texas, and Texans loved her. As 
a public servant, she earned respect and ad-
miration. Ann became a national role model, 
and her charm, wit, and candor brought a 
refreshing vitality to public life. We extend 
our sympathies to Ann’s family and friends. 
Texas has lost one of its great daughters. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on Reform of 
Earmarking Rules 
September 14, 2006 

I applaud the House of Representatives 
for voting again this week in support of great-
er transparency and accountability in Gov-
ernment. H.R. 1000 [H. Res. 1000] * would 
shine a brighter light on earmarks by requir-
ing disclosure of the sponsors of each provi-
sion. This reform would help improve the 
legislative process by making sure both law-
makers and the public are better informed 
before Congress votes to spend the taxpayers’ 
money. 

Statement on Senate Action on the 
‘‘Port Security Improvement Act of 
2006’’ 
September 14, 2006 

Today the Senate passed legislation to 
strengthen my administration’s efforts to se-
cure our ports and detect dangers before 
they reach America’s shores. 

By furthering our coordination with re-
sponsible countries throughout the world, 
the Port Security Improvement Act of 2006 
will help secure the global supply chain and 
help ensure the smooth flow of commerce 
into and out of the United States. I am 
pleased this bill codifies several administra-
tion efforts that have already substantially im-
proved security at our ports, including the 

Container Security Initiative, which identi-
fies and inspects cargo at foreign ports before 
they are placed on vessels destined for the 
United States, and the Customs-Trade Part-
nership Against Terrorism, which helps our 
international trading partners secure their 
supply chains before shipping goods into our 
country. 

I look forward to the House and Senate 
resolving their differences in conference and 
sending this legislation to me for my signa-
ture. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4954. 

Proclamation 8049—National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2006 
September 14, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans are a diverse people, yet we are 

bound by common principles that teach us 
what it means to be American citizens. Dur-
ing National Hispanic Heritage Month, we 
recognize the many contributions of His-
panic Americans to our country. 

Through hard work, faith in God, and a 
deep love of family, Hispanic Americans have 
pursued their dreams and contributed to the 
strength and vitality of our Nation. They have 
enriched the American experience and ex-
celled in business, law, politics, education, 
community service, the arts, science, and 
many other fields. Hispanic entrepreneurs 
are also helping build a better, more hopeful 
future for all by creating jobs across our 
country. The number of Hispanic-owned 
businesses is growing at three times the na-
tional rate, and increasing numbers of His-
panic Americans own their own homes. We 
continue to benefit from a rich Hispanic cul-
ture and we are a stronger country because 
of the talent and creativity of the many His-
panic Americans who have shaped our soci-
ety. 

Throughout our history, Hispanic Ameri-
cans have also shown their devotion to our 
country in their military service. Citizens of 
Hispanic descent have fought in every war 
since our founding and have taken their 
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