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Week Ending Friday, September 29, 2006

Message on the Observance of
Ramadan

September 21, 2006

I send greetings to the many Muslims ob-
serving Ramadan in America and around the
world.

Ramadan is the holiest time of the Muslim
year and an important holiday when Muslims
take time for prayer, fasting, and personal
sacrifice. According to Islamic teachings, this
month represents when God delivered His
word to the prophet Muhammad in the form
of the Quran. Ramadan is also an oppor-
tunity to gather with friends and family and
show thanks for God’s blessings through
works of charity.

Ramadan and the upcoming holiday sea-
sons are a good time to remember the com-
mon values that bind us together. Our society
is enriched by our Muslim citizens whose
commitment to faith reminds us of the gift
of religious freedom in our country.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
blessed Ramadan. Ramadan Mubarak.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: The transcript was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 22. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message. This item was not received in
time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 8056—Family Day,
2006

September 22, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Families instill values, shape character,
and are the foundation of a hopeful society.
On Family Day, we celebrate the rich tradi-
tions of family life and emphasize the impor-

tance of stable and loving relationships be-
tween children and parents.

Families are a source of inspiration and
strength, and they provide hope and solace
in the face of adversity. Children especially
benefit from the bonds of family. During crit-
ical times in children’s lives, family members
encourage them to aim high and achieve
their dreams, herald their successes, and pro-
mote positive behavior. Through their guid-
ance and support, family members prepare
young people for the challenges and opportu-
nities ahead.

Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and
other caregivers are the first line of defense
in helping young people avoid the dangers
and temptations they face each day. By being
attentive to children’s activities and choices,
families can help young people grow into suc-
cessful adults.

My Administration remains committed to
strengthening American families. We are
working to protect the institution of mar-
riage, promote responsible fatherhood, en-
courage parents to be involved in the edu-
cation of their children, and provide every
child with the opportunity to learn. By help-
ing America’s families thrive, we can build
a brighter future for our country and give
our young people the foundation they need
to make good choices and build lives of pur-
pose.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 25,
2006, as Family Day. I call on the people
of the United States to observe this day by
reflecting on the blessings of family and par-
ticipating in family activities that strengthen
relationships between children and parents.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand
six, and of the Independence of the United
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States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.
George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 26, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 27. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 23, 2006

Good morning. This week I traveled to
New York City to address the United Nations
General Assembly. In my speech to the lead-
ers gathered there, I spoke about a more
hopeful world that is within our reach—a
world beyond terror, where ordinary men
and women are free to determine their own
destiny, where the voices of moderation are
empowered, and where the extremists are
marginalized by the peaceful majority.

I said that every nation must make a
choice: We can support the moderates and
reformers working for change across the
broader Middle East, or we can yield the fu-
ture to the terrorists and extremists. America
has made its choice: We're standing with the
moderates and reformers.

In New York, I met with two such leaders,
President Talabani of Iraq and President
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority. In my
meeting with President Talabani, I told him
that America will continue to support Iraq’s
democratic Government as it makes the
tough decisions necessary to bring security
and prosperity to the Iraqgi people. I assured
President Talabani that America will not
abandon the Iragi people in their struggle
to defeat the terrorists and build a free soci-
ety in the heart of the Middle East.

In my meeting with President Abbas, I
told him that America remains committed to
the vision of two democratic states, Israel and
Palestine, living side by side in peace and
security. President Abbas shares this goal.
He’s working hard to oppose violent extrem-
ists and build a society in which the Pales-
tinian people can raise their children in peace
and hope. By supporting moderate leaders
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such as President Abbas, the United States
can help Israelis and Palestinians build a
more hopeful future and achieve the peace
we all want in the Holy Land.

Next week, I will host a meeting at the
White House with two courageous leaders,
President Karzai of Afghanistan and Presi-
dent Musharraf of Pakistan. These two lead-
ers are working to defeat the forces of ter-
rorism and extremism. Under President
Musharraf, Pakistan is siding with the forces
of freedom and moderation and helping to
defend the civilized world. Many Pakistani
forces have given their lives in the fight
against terrorists. President Musharraf un-
derstands the stakes in the war on terror be-
cause the extremists have tried more than
once to assassinate him. They know he’s a
threat to their aspirations because he’s work-
ing to build modern democratic institutions
that could provide an alternative to radi-
calism. And it is in America’s interest to help
him succeed.

In Afghanistan, President Karzai continues
the work of building a safer and brighter fu-
ture for his nation. Today, forces from more
than 40 countries, including members of the
NATO Alliance, are bravely serving side by
side with Afghan forces. These forces are
fighting the extremists who want to bring
down the free Government that the people
of Afghanistan have established. America and
its allies will continue to stand with the peo-
ple of Afghanistan as they defend their
democratic gains. Working with President
Karzai’s Government, we will defeat the en-
emies of a free Afghanistan and help the Af-
ghan people build a nation that will never
again oppress them or be a safe haven for
terrorists.

In the broader Middle East, the world
faces a straightforward choice: We can allow
that region to continue on the course it was
headed before September the 11th, and a
generation from now, our children will face
a region dominated by terrorist states and
radical dictators armed with nuclear weap-
ons; or we can stop that from happening by
confronting the ideology of hate and helping
the people of the Middle East build a future
of hope. All civilized nations, especially those
in the Muslim world, are bound together in
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this struggle between moderation and extre-
mism. By working together, we will roll back
this grave threat to our way of life, we will
help the people of the Middle East claim
their freedom, and we will leave a safer and
more hopeful world for our children and
grandchildren.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
September 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
23. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In
his address, the President referred to President
Jalal Talabani of Iraq; President Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and President
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Business Leaders on the U.S.-
Lebanon Partnership Fund
September 25, 2006

I've just had a fascinating discussion with
four business leaders and members of my ad-
ministration, all of whom are strategizing on
how to help the good people of Lebanon re-
cover from the recent crisis.

Our goal and our mission is to help Leba-
nese citizens and Lebanese businesses not
only recover but to flourish, because we be-
lieve strongly in the concept of a democracy
in Lebanon. Right from the beginning of the
crisis, I had stated that our objective is to
help the Siniora Government—the Siniora
Government, which is a democratically elect-
ed government. And now we've got generous
citizens of the United States, people who are
very busy in their own right, who are willing
to step forward and to strategize and raise
monies to help people in Lebanon.

And this is a very important mission for
our country. It’s a public/private partnership.
Our Federal Government has committed
$250 million; OPEC, [OPIC] * under Chair-
man Mosbacher’s lead, has arranged financ-
ing. And now private-sector individuals and

* White House correction.
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businesses will work together to send a clear
message to the Lebanese people: We care
about you; we want you to live in a free soci-
ety; we've got great hopes for you; we believe
in your Prime Minister, Prime Minister
Siniora; and we will back up our words with
actions.

So I appreciate John Chambers, who has
taken the lead for this group, and I appre-
ciate you all taking time to go over to Leb-
anon and show the face of America. We're
a compassionate people; we care when peo-
ple suffer; and we care about the type of gov-
ernments that people live under. And we
strongly support the young democracies in
the Middle East; we support the democracy
of Lebanon; we support the democracy of
Iraq. And our dream is one day for there
to be a Palestinian democracy living side by
side in peace with Israel.

Thank you all very much for your commit-
ment. May God bless the good people of
Lebanon. Thank you.

NotTE: The President spoke at 9:38 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of
Lebanon; and John T. Chambers, president and
chief executive officer, Cisco Systems, Inc.

Remarks Following a Tour of Meyer
Tool, Inc., in Cincinnati, Ohio

September 25, 2006

I've come to this company because, first
of all, I like to honor the entrepreneurial spir-
it. We've got a father and a son who are run-
ning this company and making sure of two
things: One, they're on the leading edge of
technological change; and two, they got a
workforce that is trained and prepared to be
able to provide product.

This is a company that has benefitted from
the tax cuts. They've increased their employ-
ment by about 125 over the past 12 months.
They've expanded because of the bonus de-
preciation schedule—in other words, the tax
cuts encouraged them to buy equipment, and
when you buy equipment, you expand your
business. Plus, this is a company that bene-
fitted from the cut in the individual income
tax rates—this is a subchapter S.
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This economy of ours is strong. And one
of the main reasons it’s strong is because of
the tax cuts that we passed. And the funda-
mental question facing the country is, will
we keep taxes low? Some have advocated that
we ought to raise taxes on individuals, which
would take money out of the pockets of this
company. And if you take money out of the
treasury of this company, it means it’s less
likely somebody is going to find work. So I
think we ought to keep taxes low so compa-
nies like this can continue to expand and
grow.

This is an important debate facing the
United States of America. I believe that small
businesses are the backbone to economic vi-
tality. I know that most new jobs are created
by small businesses just like this one, and
I know the tax cuts we passed have helped
this small business expand. Congress needs
to make the tax cuts we passed permanent
so these entrepreneurs can plan. You hear
people say, “Well, we’re not going to extend
the tax cuts,” that means theyre going to
raise taxes on the small business just like this
one. And it’s bad economic policy, and it will
be bad for our country.

Anyway, I want to thank you all for letting
us join you. I'm impressed by your company.
I know your workforce is vibrant, growing,
well-trained. I know you know that you
couldn’t be doing what you're doing without
a good workforce. So I want to thank you
for taking care of them as well. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Arlyn Easton, president
and principal owner, and Beau Easton, director
of continuous improvement, Meyer Tool, Inc. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Signing the Federal
Funding Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2006
September 26, 2006

The President. Thank you, and sit down.
Please be seated—except for you all. [Laugh-
ter] Welcome. Every April, Americans sit
down and fill out their tax returns, and they
find out how much of their hard-earned
money is coming here to Washington. Once
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the tax dollars arrive here, most Americans
have little idea of where the money goes, and
today our Government is taking steps to
change that. We believed that the more we
inform our American citizens, the better our
Government will be.

And so in a few moments, I'll sign the Fed-
eral Funding Accountability and Trans-
parency Act of 2006. This bill is going to cre-
ate a web site that will list the Federal Gov-
ernment’s grants and contracts. It's going to
be a web site that the average citizen can
access and use. It will allow Americans to
log onto the Internet just to see how your
money is being spent. This bill will increase
accountability and reduce incentives for
wasteful spending. I am proud to sign it into
law, and I am proud to be with members
of both political parties who worked hard to
get this bill to my desk.

This has been a good effort by concerned
Members of the House and the Senate to
say to the American people, “We want to
earn your trust; when we spend your money,
we want you to be able to watch us.”

I want to thank Rob Portman, who is in
my Cabinet—he’s the Director of the
OMB—and my good friend Clay Johnson, is
the Deputy Director, for insisting on ac-
countability when it comes to taxpayers’
money. I know this has been a particular
project—a fond project of Clay, and I'm glad
that Members of Congress got it here.

I want to thank Susan Collins, who is the
chairman of the Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee. I want to
thank the bill sponsors, Tom Coburn from
Oklahoma, Tom Carper from Delaware, and
Barack Obama from Illinois.

I appreciate Roy Blunt, who is the majority
whip. He’s a sponsor of the House com-
panion bill. T also want to thank Tom Davis,
who is the chairman of the Government Re-
form Committee, as well as cosponsors of the
bill, Jeb Hensarling and Randy Kuhl.

You know, we spend a lot of time and a
lot of effort collecting your money, and we
should show the same amount of effort in
reporting how we spend it. Every year, the
Federal Government issues more than $400
billion in grants and more than $300 billion
in contracts to corporations, associations, and
State and local governments. Taxpayers have
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a right to know where that money is going,
and you have a right to know whether or not
you're getting value for your money.

Under Clay’s leadership, we launched a
new system for measuring how Federal pro-
grams are doing. In other words, Federal
programs say, “We want to achieve this re-
sult,” we're trying to figure out whether or
not they’re meeting the results. In other
words, it makes sense for all of us in Wash-
ington, DC, to say, “We're a results-oriented
Government.” I know Henry Waxman be-
lieves that. [Laughter] Thank you for coming.
Proud you're here, sir. I was just praising the
bipartisan support that this bill has received,
and youre confirmation of that bipartisan
support. [Laughter] Thank you; appreciate
you coming.

And so we've got—we’re measuring, and
we put a web site out called expectmore.gov.
In other words, people can go onto that web
site and determine whether or not the results
are being met for programs.

And now Congress has come forth with
an additional sense of accountability here in
Washington, additional way for taxpayers to
figure out whether or not we’re being wise
with your money. And the Federal Funding
Accountability ~ Act—Accountability —and
Transparency Act will create a new web site
that will list Government grants and con-
tracts greater than $25,000. We'll list all
grants except for those above 25,000—except
for those that must remain classified for na-
tional security reasons.

The web site will allow our citizens to go
online, type in the name of any company,
association, or State or locality, and find out
exactly what grants and contracts they've
been awarded. It will allow citizens to call
up the name and location of entities receiving
Federal funds and will provide them with the
purpose of the funding, the amount of money
provided, the agency providing the funding,
and other relevant information.

By allowing Americans to Google their tax
dollars, this new law will help taxpayers de-
mand greater fiscal discipline. In other
words, we're arming our fellow citizens with
information that will enable them to demand
we do a better job—a better job in the execu-
tive branch and better job in the legislative
branch.
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Information on earmarks will no longer be
hidden deep in the pages of a Federal budget
bill—will be but just a few clicks away. This
legislation will give the American people a
new tool to hold their Government account-
able for spending decisions. When those de-
cisions are made in broad daylight, they will
be wiser and they will be more restrained.
This is a good piece of legislation, and I con-
gratulate the Members here.

Recently the House made an important
rule change that will also improve trans-
parency in the legislative process. Under the
rule change, the sponsor of each project will
now be disclosed before the bills come to
a vote. This is a wise change. It will shine
the light on earmarks. It’s going to help the
American taxpayers know whether or not
they're getting their money’s worth here in
Washington.

Rule change, along with the bill T'll sign
today, are important steps, but there’s more
to be done. This President needs a line-item
veto. Here’s the problem: I get a big bill,
an important bill to my desk, and in that bill
there may be some bad spending items, some
kind of last minute cram-ins, or items that
may not have seen the full light of day during
the legislative process. I then either have to
accept those or veto a good bill. And there’s
a better way forward, at least the House
thought there was a better way forward in
the legislative process, and that’s the line-
item veto.

Under the proposal, the President can ap-
prove spending that is necessary; redline
spending that is not; and send the wasteful
and unnecessary spending back to the Con-
gress for an up-or-down vote. I think this is
an important part of making sure we have
accountability here in Washington, DC.

I want to thank the House for passing the
bill. T would hope the Senate would take it
up. We can work together to inspire con-
fidence in the appropriations process here in
Washington. And it’s in the interest of both
political parties to do so, and it’s in the inter-
est of both branches of Government to do
SO.

Right now, however, I have the honor of
signing this new bill. It’s a bill that empowers
the American taxpayer, the American citizen.
And we believe that the more transparency
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there is in the system, the better the system
functions on behalf of the American people.

Again, I thank the Members. It’s my honor
now to sign the Federal Funding Account-
ability and Transparency Act of 2006.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]
The President. All right, dismissed.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:47 a.m. in Room
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. S. 2590, approved September 26,
was assigned Public Law No. 109-282.

The President’s News Conference
With President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan

September 26, 2006

President Bush. Thank you. Please be
seated. It's my honor to welcome President
Karzai back to the White House. Mr. Presi-
dent, Laura and I fondly remember your gra-
cious hospitality when we met you in your
capital. We had a chance today to reconfirm
our strong commitment to work together for
peace and freedom. And I'm proud of your
leadership.

You've got a tough job

President Karzai. Yes, sometimes it is.

President Bush. and you're showing
a lot of strength and character. And we're
proud to call you ally and friend. I really am.

We discussed how the Government is
building institutions necessary for Afghans to
have a secure future. We talked about how
America and our international partners can
continue to help.

Our allies are working on initiatives to help
the Afghan people in building a free Afghani-
stan. And we discussed those initiatives. We
discussed whether or not they could be effec-
tive, and we discussed how to make them
effective. We discussed our cooperation in
defeating those who kill innocent life to
achieve objectives, political objectives.

The Afghan people know firsthand the na-
ture of the enemy that we face in the war
on terror. After all, just yesterday, Taliban
gunmen assassinated Safia Ama Jan—cold-
blooded kill—she got killed in cold blood.
She was a leader who wanted to give young
girls an education in Afghanistan. She was

Sept. 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

a person who served her Government. She
was a person who cared deeply about the fu-
ture of the country. And, Mr. President,
Laura and I and the American people join
you in mourning her loss.

And her loss shows the nature of this
enemy we face. They have no conscience.
Their objective is to create fear and create
enough violence so we withdraw and let
them have their way. And that's unaccept-
able. It's unacceptable behavior for the free
world and the civilized world to accept, Mr.
President.

I know that Taliban and Al Qaida remnants
and others are trying to bring down your
Government, because they know that as
democratic institutions take root in your
country, the terrorists will not be able to con-
trol your country or be able to use it to launch
attacks on other nations. They see the threat
of democratic progress.

In recent months, the Taliban and other
extremists have tried to regain control, most-
ly in the south of Afghanistan. And so we've
adjusted tactics, and we're on the offense to
meet the threat and to defeat the threat.
Forces from dozens of nations, including
every member of NATO, are supporting the
democratic Government of Afghanistan. The
American people are providing money to
help send our troops to your country, Mr.
President, and so are a lot of other nations
around the world. This is a multinational ef-
fort to help you succeed.

Your people have rejected extremism. Af-
ghan forces are fighting bravely for the future
of Afghanistan, and many of your forces have
given their lives, and we send our deepest
condolences to their families and their
friends and their neighbors.

The fighting in Afghanistan is part of a
global struggle. Recently British forces killed
a long-time terrorist affiliated with Al Qaida
named Omar Farouq. Farouq was active in
Bosnia and Southeast Asia. He was captured
in Indonesia; he escaped from prison in Af-
ghanistan; he was killed hiding in Iraq. Every
victory in the war on terror enhances the se-
curity of free peoples everywhere.

Mr. President, as I told you in the Oval
Office, our country will stand with the free
people of Afghanistan. I know there’s some
in your country who wonder or not—whether
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or not America has got the will to do the
hard work necessary to help you succeed. We
have got that will, and we’re proud of you
as a partner.

President Karzai. Wonderful. Great.

President Bush. We discussed our efforts
to help the Government deliver a better life.
President Karzai said this about his aspira-
tions—he said he “wants to make Afghani-
stan a great success and an enduring example
of a prosperous and democratic society.”

We're helping you build effective and ac-
countable Government agencies. We dis-
cussed different agencies in your Govern-
ment and how best to make them account-
able to the people. We're going to help you
build roads. We understand that it’s impor-
tant for people to have access to markets.
I thought our general had a pretty interesting
statement—he said, “Where the road ends,
the Taliban tries to begin.” The President un-
derstands that.

We're helping you with a national literacy
program.

President Karzai. Yes.

President Bush. We understand that a
free society is one that counts upon a edu-
cated citizenry. The more educated a popu-
lace is, the more likely it is they’ll be active
participants in democratic forms of govern-
ment. We're helping you build schools and
medical centers.

We talked about the illegal drug trade. The
President gave me a very direct assessment
of successes in eradicating poppies and fail-
ures in eradicating poppies. It was a realistic
assessment of the conditions on the ground.
And he talked about his strategy, particularly
in dealing in Helmand Province. And, Mr.
President, we will support you on this strat-
egy. We understand what you understand,
and that is, we’ve got to eradicate drug trade
for the good of the people of Afghanistan.

Tomorrow President Karzai and President
Musharraf and I will have dinner. I'm looking
forward to it. It's going to be an interesting
discussion amongst three allies, three people
who are concerned about the future of Paki-
stan and Afghanistan. It will be a chance for
us to work on how to secure the border, how
we can continue to work together and share
information so we can defeat extremists, how
we can work together to build a future of

1669

peace and democracy in your region, Mr.
President.

I thank you for coming today. I'm looking
forward to our discussion tomorrow evening.
Welcome back to the White House. The po-
dium is yours.

President Karzai. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. It’s a great honor to be in your
very beautiful country once again, especially
during fall with all the lovely leaves around.
And thank you very much for the great hospi-
tality that you and the First Lady are always
giving to your guests, especially to me. And
thanks also for your visit to Afghanistan and
for seeing us in our country, for seeing from
close as to who we are and how we may get
to a better future.

I'm very grateful, Mr. President, to you
and the American people for all that you have
done for Afghanistan for the last 4% years,
from roads to education, to democracy, to
Parliament, to good governance effort, to
health, and to all other good things that are
happening in Afghanistan.

Mr. President, I was, the day before yes-
terday, in the Walter Reed Hospital. There
I met wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan. And
there also I met a woman soldier with six
boys, from 7 to 21, that she had left behind
in America in order to build us a road in
a mountainous part of the country in Afghan-
istan. There’s nothing more that any nation
can do for another country, to send a woman
with children to Afghanistan to help. We are
very grateful. I'm glad I came to know that
story, and T'll be repeating it to the Afghan
people once I go back to Afghanistan.

We discussed today all matters that con-
cern the two countries—the question of the
reconstruction of Afghanistan, improvement
for the reconstruction of Afghanistan, the
equipping of the Afghan Army, the training
of the Afghan Army, the police in Afghani-
stan, and all other aspects of reconstruction.

We also discussed the region around us,
discussed our relations with Pakistan and the
question of the joint fight that we have to-
gether against terrorism. And I am glad, Mr.
President, that you are, tomorrow, hosting a
dinner for me and President Musharraf. And
I'm sure we'll come out of that meeting with
a lot more to talk about to our nations in
a very positive way for a better future.
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Mr. President, we, the Afghan people, are
grateful to you and the American people for
all that you have done. I have things in mind
to speak about, and you did that, so I'll stop
short and let the questions come to us.

President Bush. Thanks. We'll have two
questions a side. We'll start with Jennifer
Loven [Associated Press].

National Intelligence Estimate/Situation
in Afghanistan

Q. Thank you, sir. Even after hearing that
one of the major conclusions of the National
Intelligence Estimate in April was that the
Iraq war has fueled terror growth around the
world, why have you continued to say that
the Iraq war has made this country safer?

And to President Karzai, if I might, what
do you think of President Musharraf’s com-
ments that you need to get to know your own
country better when you're talking about
where terror threats and the Taliban threat
is coming from?

President Bush. Do you want to start?

President Karzai. Go ahead, please.
[Laughter]

President Bush. 1, of course, read the key
judgments on the NIE. I agree with their
conclusion that because of our successes
against the leadership of Al Qaida, the enemy
is becoming more diffuse and independent.
I'm not surprised the enemy is exploiting the
situation in Iraq and using it as a propaganda
tool to try to recruit more people to their
murderous ways.

Some people have guessed what’s in the
report and have concluded that going into
Iraq was a mistake. I strongly disagree. I
think it’s naive. I think it’s a mistake for peo-
ple to believe that going on the offense
against people that want to do harm to the
American people makes us less safe. The ter-
rorists fight us in Iraq for a reason: They want
to try to stop a young democracy from devel-
oping, just like theyre trying to fight this
young democracy in Afghanistan. And they
use it as a recruitment tool, because they un-
derstand the stakes. They understand what
will happen to them when we defeat them
in Iraq.

You know, to suggest that if we weren’t
in Iraq, we would see a rosier scenario with
fewer extremists joining the radical move-
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ment requires us to ignore 20 years of experi-
ence. We weren't in Iraq when we got at-
tacked on September the 11th. We weren't
in Iraq, and thousands of fighters were
trained in terror camps inside your country,
Mr. President. We weren't in Iraq when they
first attacked the World Trade Center in
1993. We weren't in Iraq when they bombed
the Cole. We weren’t in Iraq when they blew
up our Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.
My judgment is, if we weren’t in Iraq, they'd
find some other excuse, because they have
ambitions. They kill in order to achieve their
objectives.

You know, in the past, Usama bin Laden
used Somalia as an excuse for people to join
his jihadist movement. In the past, they used
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It was a con-
venient way to try to recruit people to their
jihadist movement. They've used all kinds of
excuses.

This Government is going to do whatever
it takes to protect this homeland. We're not
going to let their excuses stop us from staying
on the offense. The best way to protect
America is defeat these killers overseas so
we do not have to face them here at home.
We're not going to let lies and propaganda
by the enemy dictate how we win this war.

Now, you know what’s interesting about
the NIE—it was a intelligence report done
last April. As I understand, the conclusions—
the evidence on the conclusions reached was
stopped being gathered on February—at the
end of February. And here we are, coming
down the stretch in an election campaign,
and it’s on the front page of your newspapers.
Isn't that interesting? Somebody has taken
it upon themselves to leak classified informa-
tion for political purposes.

I talked to John Negroponte today, the
DNI. You know, I think it’s a bad habit for
our Government to declassify every time
there’s a leak, because it means that it’s going
to be hard to get good product out of our
analysts. Those of you who have been around
here long enough know what I'm talking
about. But once again, there’s a leak out of
our Government, coming right down the
stretch in this campaign—to create confusion
in the minds of the American people, in my
judgment, is why they leaked it.
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And so we're going to—I told the DNI
to declassify this document. You can read it
for yourself. We'll stop all the speculation,
all the politics about somebody saying some-
thing about Irag, somebody trying to confuse
the American people about the nature of this
enemy. And so John Negroponte, the DNI,
is going to declassify the document as quickly
as possible. He'll declassify the key judg-
ments for you to read yourself. And he’ll do
so in such a way that we’ll be able to protect
sources and methods that our intelligence
community uses. And then everybody can
draw their own conclusions about what the
report says.

Thank you.

Q. My question

President Bush. What was that question?

Q. Why is that declassification not

President Bush. Because I want you to
read the documents, so you don’t speculate
about what it says. You asked me a question
based upon what you thought was in the doc-
ument, or at least somebody told you was
in the document. And so I think, Jennifer,
you'll be able to ask a more profound ques-
tion when you get to look at it yourself—
[laughter]—as opposed to relying upon gos-
sip and somebody who may or may not have
seen the document trying to classify the war
in Iraq one way or the other.

I guess it’s just Washington, isn’t it, where,
you know, we kind of—there’s no such thing
as classification anymore, hardly. But, any-
way, you ought to take a look at it, and then
you'll get to see.

Why don’t you ask somebody—yes, you've
got the two-part question.

President Karzai. Ma’am, before I go to
the remarks by my brother, President
Musharraf, terrorism was hurting us way be-
fore Iraq or September 11th. The President
mentioned some examples of it. These ex-
tremist forces were killing people in Afghani-
stan and around for years, closing schools,
burning mosques, killing children, uprooting
vineyards with vine trees—grapes hanging on
them, forcing populations to poverty and
misery.

They came to America on September 11th,
but they were attacking you before Sep-
tember 11th in other parts of the world. We
are a witness in Afghanistan to what they are
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and how they can hurt. You are a witness
in New York. Do you forget people jumping
off the 80th floor or 70th floor when the
planes hit them? Can you imagine what it
will be for a man or a woman to jump off
that high? Who did that? And where are they
now? And how do we fight them; how do
we get rid of them, other than going after
them? Should we wait for them to come and
kill us again? That’s why we need more action
around the world, in Afghanistan and else-
where, to get them defeated—extremism,
their allies, terrorists and the like.

On the remarks of my brother, President
Musharraf—Afghanistan is a country that is
emerging out of so many years of war and
destruction and occupation by terrorism and
misery that they've brought to us. We lost
almost two generations to the lack of edu-
cation. And those who were educated before
that are now older. We know our problems.
We have difficulties. But Afghanistan also
knows where the problem is—in extremism,
in madrassas preaching hatred, preachers in
the name of madrassas preaching hatred.
That's what we should do together to stop.

The United States, as our ally, is helping
both countries. And I think it is very impor-
tant that we have more dedication and more
intense work with sincerity, all of us, to get
rid of the problems that we have around the
world.

An Afghan press? You?

War on Terror/Progress in Afghanistan

0. from Voice of America. Mr. Presi-
dent, what is your strategy—your new strat-
egy to fight against terrorism and also to deal
with narcotics in Afghanistan? Thank you.

President Karzai. All right. This was to
me or to President Bush? Okay. Ma’am,
there is no new strategy on the fight against
terrorism. We are continuing the strategy
that we have. We are implementing the strat-
egy. We are moving further in that strategy.
We are getting more of them. We are trying
to clean the country of these elements and
the region of these elements by doing more
reconstruction, by doing more search for the
terrorist elements hiding around there. So
the fight against terrorism will continue the
way we started it.
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Q. Mr. President, sorry, do you think it’s
working now the way it’s going?

President Karzai. It is absolutely work-
ing. We come across difficulties as we are
moving forward, and that’s bound to happen.
And we get over those difficulties; we resolve
them; and we go to the next stage of this
fight against terrorism for all the allies.

At one stage 4 years ago, we had a war
against them to dislodge them from Afghani-
stan, to remove them from being the Govern-
ment of Afghanistan. And then there were
major operations against them to arrest or
to chase them out. And then we began to
rebuild the country, to have roads, to have
schools, to have health clinics, to have edu-
cation, to have all other things that people
need all over the world. And now we are at
a stage of bringing more stability and trying
to get rid of them forever. The desire is to
do that sooner, but a desire is not always what
you get. So it will take time, and we must
have the patience to have the time spent on
getting rid of them for good.

On narcotics, it is a problem. It is an em-
barrassment to Afghanistan. And I told Presi-
dent Bush earlier in my conversation with
him that we feel very much embarrassed for
having narcotics growing in our country. But
again, it has come to Afghanistan because of
years of our desperation and lack of hope
for tomorrow. I know Afghan families,
ma’am, who destroyed their pomegranate or-
chards or vineyards to replace them with
poppies, because they did not know if they
were going to have their children the next
day, if they were going to be in their own
country the next day, if they were going to
be having their home standing the next day.
It has become a reality because of jobs and
years of misery.

We have worked on the problem. In some
areas of the country, we have succeeded; in
other areas of the country, we have failed
because of the circumstances and because of
our own failures. We have discussed that, and
we will continue to be very steadfast. It is
Afghanistan’s problem, so Afghanistan is re-
sponsible for it, and Afghanistan should act
on it with the help of our friends in the
United States and the rest of the world.

President Bush. Caren [Caren Bohan,
Reuters].

Sept. 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

Former President Clinton/War on Terror

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Former
President Clinton says that your administra-
tion had no meetings on bin Laden for 9
months after he left office. Is that factually
accurate, and how do you respond to his
charges?

President Bush. You know, look, Caren,
I've watched all this finger-pointing and nam-
ing of names and all that stuff. Our objective
is to secure the country. And we've had inves-
tigations; we had the 9/11 Commission; we
had the look back this; we’ve had the look
back that. The American people need to
know that we spend all our time doing every-
thing that we can to protect them. So I'm
not going to comment on other comments.

But I will comment on this—that we're
on the offense against an enemy who wants
to do us harm. And we must have the tools
necessary to protect our country. On the one
hand, if Al Qaida or Al Qaida affiliates are
calling somebody in the country, we need to
know why. And so Congress needs to pass
that piece of legislation. If somebody has got
information about a potential attack, we need
to be able to ask that person some questions.
And so Congress has got to pass that piece
of legislation.

You can’t protect America unless we give
those people on the frontlines of protecting
this country the tools necessary to do so with-
in the Constitution. And that’s where the de-
bate is here in the United States. There are
some decent people who don’t believe—evi-
dently don’t believe we're at war and there-
fore shouldn’t give the administration what
is necessary to protect us.

And that goes back to Jennifer’s question,
you know. Does being on the offense mean
we create terrorists? My judgment is, the
only way to defend the country is to stay on
the offense. It is preposterous to think if we
were to withdraw and hope for the best,
things would turn out fine against this enemy.
That was my point about, before we were
in Iraq, there were thousands being trained
in Afghanistan to strike America and other
places. The only way to protect this country
is to stay on the offense, is to deal with
threats before they fully materialize and, in
the long term, help democracy succeed, like
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Afghanistan and Iraq and Lebanon and a Pal-
estinian state.

But there’s a difference of opinion. It will
come clear during this campaign, where peo-
ple will say, “Get out; leave before the job
is done.” And those are good, decent, patri-
otic people who believe that way—I just hap-
pen to believe they’re absolutely wrong. So
I'm going to continue to work to protect this
country. And we’ll let history judge—all the
different finger-pointing and all that busi-
ness. I don’t have enough time to finger-
point. I've got to stay—I've got to do my job,
which comes home every day in the Oval Of-
fice, and that is to protect the American peo-
ple from further attack.

Now, there are some who say, “Well,
maybe it’s not going to happen.” Well, they
don’t see what I see. All T ask is that they
look at that terror plot that, along with the
Brits, we helped stop—people who were
going to get on an airplane and blow up inno-
cent lives in order to achieve political objec-
tives. Theyre out there; theyre mean; and
they need to be brought to justice.

International Support for the War on
Terror/Afghanistan-Pakistan Relations

Q. Thank you, sir. Mr. President, are you
convinced, like President Bush, that the deal
General Musharraf signed with the tribal
leaders in Waziristan actually meant to fight
the Taliban? And why are you convinced that
Usama bin Laden is not in Afghanistan?

If T may, Mr. President, do you agree with
the analysis from the counter chief Euro-
pean—counterterrorism  chief European
spokesman who said today that the inter-
national support for terrorism has receded?
Do you agree with that? And do you see the
tension between two important allies of
yours, Pakistan and Afghanistan, under-
mining your effort to get Usama bin Laden?
Thank you.

President Bush. It’s a four-part question.
First of all, I didn’t—what was this person
a spokesman for?

Q. Counterterrorism chief in Europe.

President Bush. Some obscure spokes-
man?

Q. No, actually, he has a name.

President Bush. Okay, he’s a got a name.
[Laughter] Well, no, I don’t agree with the
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spokesman for the obscure organization that
said that the international commitment to
fighting terror is declining. It’s quite the con-
trary, starting with the evidence that NATO
has committed troops in Afghanistan. These
are troops who are on the ground who are
serving incredibly bravely to protect this
country.

Secondly, when the Brits, along with our
help, intercepted the plot to attack us, every-
body started saying, “Theyre still there.”
They began to realize that their hopes that
the terrorist threats were going away weren't
true. Since September the 11th, it's impor-
tant for the American people to remember,
there have been a lot of attacks on a lot of
nations by these jihadists. And some of them
are Al Qaida and some of them are Al Qaida-
inspired. The NIE talked about how this
group of folks are becoming more dispersed.
That’s what I've been saying as well. After
all, look inside of Great Britain. These are
people inspired by, perhaps trained by Al
Qaida, but nevertheless plotted and planned
attacks and conducted attacks in the summer
of 2005, and then plotted attacks in the sum-
mer of 2006. See, they're dangerous, and the
world knows that.

And so from my perspective, intelligence-
sharing is good; cooperation on the financial
fronts is good—and that more and more na-
tions are committing troops to the fight, in
Afghanistan in particular.

Now, the other question

Q. The tension between two allies—does
this undermine the efforts of getting bin
Laden?

President Bush. No. No, it doesn’t. It’s
in President Karzai’s interest to see bin
Laden brought to justice. It is in President
Musharraf’s interest to see bin Laden
brought to justice. Our interests coincide. It
will be interesting for me to watch the body
language of these two leaders to determine
how tense things are.

President Karzai. I'll be good. [Laughter]

President Bush. Yes. From my discus-
sions with President Karzai and President
Musharraf, there is an understanding that by
working together, it is more likely that all
of us can achieve a common objective, which
are stable societies that are hopeful societies,
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that prevent extremists from stopping
progress and denying people a hopeful world.

I know that’s what President Karzai thinks,
and I know that’s how President Musharraf
thinks. And so—I'm kind of teasing about the
body language for the dinner tomorrow
night, but it’s going to be a good dinner, and
it’s an important dinner.

So, to answer your question, no. What you
perceive as tension is stopping us from bring-
ing high-value targets to justice—quite the
contrary, we're working as hard as ever in
doing that.

President Karzai. On the question of
Waziristan, ma’am, President Musharraf,
when he was in Kabul, explained what they
had done there. My initial impression was
that this was a deal signed by the Taliban—
and then later I learned that they actually
signed with the tribal chiefs. It will have a
different meaning if it is that signed with the
tribal chiefs—that for us, for the United
States, for the allies against terror.

The most important element here is item
number one in this agreement, that the ter-
rorists will not be allowed to cross over into
Afghanistan to attack the coalition against
terror—that is, the international community
and Afghanistan together. We will have to
wait and see if that is going to be imple-
mented exactly the way it is signed. So, from
our side, it’s a wait and see attitude. But,
generally, we will back any move, any deal
that will deny terrorism sanctuary in north
Waziristan or in the tribal territories of Paki-
stan.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank
you.

President Karzai. Thank you, sir.

President Bush. Well done.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:37 a.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to senior Al Qaida
associate Omar al-Farouq, who was killed in Iraq
on September 26; Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry, USA,
commander, Combined Forces Command—Af-
ghanistan; President Pervez Musharraf of Paki-
stan; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida
terrorist organization; and Gijs de Vries,
counterterrorism coordinator, European Union.
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Statement on the Report of the
Commission on the Future of Higher
Education

September 26, 2006

Today Education Secretary Margaret
Spellings released the report of a commission
whose focus was to help make America’s
higher education system more affordable and
more accessible and to provide parents and
students with information that will help them
make better-informed choices. I strongly
support the thrust of this important report
and look forward to working with Secretary
Spellings, the higher education community,
the Congress, and the States to ensure that
our higher education system remains the fin-
est in the world.

America’s colleges and universities have al-
ways played an important role in advancing
innovation, opportunity, and prosperity
throughout our Nation and the world. We
must all work to provide our students with
the knowledge and skills they need to shape
a hopeful future for our country.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this state-
ment.

Statement on the Death of Byron
Nelson

September 26, 2006

I was saddened to learn today of the pass-
ing of Byron Nelson. Byron Nelson was a
legend in the game of golf, setting extraor-
dinary standards for excellence on the
course. More importantly, he was a true gen-
tleman and role model for generations of
golfers. Laura and I join fellow Texans and
the sports world in extending our sympathies
to his wife, Peggy, and his family and friends.
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Presidential Determination With
Respect to Foreign Governments’
Efforts Regarding Trafficking in
Persons

September 26, 2006

Presidential Determination No. 2006-25

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination with
Respect to Foreign Governments’ Efforts
Regarding Trafficking in Persons

Consistent with section 110 of the Traf- °
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (Divi-
sion A of Public Law 106-386), as amended,
(the “Act”), I hereby:

e Make the determination provided in
section 110(d)(1)(A)(i) of the Act, with
respect to Burma, Venezuela, and
Zimbabwe, not to provide certain fund-
ing for those countries’ governments for
fiscal year 2007, until such government .
complies with the minimum standards
or makes significant efforts to bring
itself into compliance, as may be deter-
mined by the Secretary of State in a re-
port to the Congress pursuant to section
110(b) of the Act;

e Make the determination provided in
section 110(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Act, with
respect to Cuba, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, Iran, and Syria,
not to provide certain funding for those o
countries” governments for fiscal year
2007, until such government complies
with the minimum standards or makes
significant efforts to bring itself into
compliance, as may be determined by
the Secretary of State in a report to the
Congress pursuant to section 110(b) of
the Act;

e Make the determination provided in °
section 110(d)(3) of the Act, concerning
the determinations of the Secretary of
State with respect to Belize and Laos;

e Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Iran, that funding for educational and
cultural exchange programs described
in section 110(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Act
that include educators, municipal lead-
ers, religious leaders, journalists, econo-

1675

mists, or sports or cultural figures would
promote the purposes of the Act or is
otherwise in the national interest of the
United States;

Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Saudi Arabia, that provision to Saudi
Arabia of all programs, projects, or ac-
tivities of assistance described in sec-
tions 110(d)(1)(A)(i) and 110(d)(1)(B)
of the Act would promote the purposes
of the Act or is otherwise in the national
interest of the United States;
Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Sudan, that provision to Sudan of all
programs, projects, or activities of assist-
ance described in sections
110(d)(1)(A)(i) and 110(d)(1)(B) of the
Act would promote the purposes of the
Act or is otherwise in the national inter-
est of the United States;

Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Syria, that funding for educational and
cultural exchange programs described
in section 110(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Act
that include educators, municipal lead-
ers, religious leaders, journalists, econo-
mists, or sports or cultural figures would
promote the purposes of the Act or is
otherwise in the national interest of the
United States;

Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Uzbekistan, that provision to
Uzbekistan of all programs, projects, or
activities of assistance described in sec-
tions 110(d)(1)(A)(i) and 110(d)(1)(B)
of the Act would promote the purposes
of the Act or is otherwise in the national
interest of the United States;
Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Venezuela, for all programs, projects, or
activities of assistance for victims of traf-
ficking in persons or to combat such
trafficking, or for strengthening the
democratic process, including strength-
ening political parties and supporting
electoral observation and monitoring
and related programs, or for public di-
plomacy, that provision to Venezuela of
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the assistance described in sections
110(d)(1)(A)(i) and 110(d)(1)(B) of the
Act for such programs, projects, or ac-
tivities would promote the purposes of
the Act or is otherwise in the national
interest of the United States;

e Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to
Zimbabwe, for all programs, projects, or
activities of assistance for victims of traf-
ficking in persons or to combat such
trafficking, for the promotion of health
or good governance, or which would
have a significant adverse effect on vul-
nerable populations if suspended, that
provision to Zimbabwe of the assistance
described in sections 110(d)(1)(A)(i)
and 110(d)(1)(B) of the Act for such
programs, projects, or activities would
promote the purposes of the Act or is
otherwise in the national interest of the
United States;

e Determine, consistent with section
110(d)(4) of the Act, that assistance to
Venezuela or Zimbabwe described in
section 110(d)(1)(B) of the Act that:

(1) is a regional program, project, or ac-
tivity under which the total benefit to
Venezuela or Zimbabwe does not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the total value of
such program, project, or activity; or

(2) has as its primary objective the ad-
dressing of basic human needs, as de-
fined by the Department of the
Treasury with respect to other, exist-
ing legislative mandates concerning
U.S. participation in the multilateral
development banks; or

(3) is complementary to or has similar
policy objectives to programs being
implemented bilaterally by the
United States Government; or

(4) has as its primary objective the im-
provement of the country’s legal sys-
tem, including in areas that impact
the country’s ability to investigate and
prosecute trafficking cases or other-
wise improve implementation of a
country’s anti-trafficking policy, regu-
lations, or legislation; or

(5) in engaging a government, inter-
national organization, or civil society
organization, and that seeks as its pri-
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mary objective(s) to: (a) increase ef-
forts to investigate and prosecute traf-
ficking in persons crimes; (b) increase
protection for victims of trafficking
through better screening, identifica-
tion, rescue/removal, aftercare (shel-
ter, counseling) training and re-
integration; or (c) expand prevention
efforts through education and aware-
ness campaigns highlighting the dan-
gers of trafficking or training and eco-
nomic empowerment of populations
clearly at risk of falling victim to traf-
ficking
would promote the purposes of the Act or
is otherwise in the national interest of the
United States.
The certification required by section
110(e) of the Act is provided herewith.
You are hereby authorized and directed to
submit this determination to the Congress
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 27.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
“Military Commissions Act of 2006”

September 27, 2006

Earlier this month, I discussed with the
American people a CIA program that has
proven to be one of our most effective tools
in the war on terror. Under this program,
suspected terrorists have been detained and
questioned about threats against our country.
Because a Supreme Court decision put the
future of this program in question, I asked
Congress to provide legislation to save this
important tool.

Today the House passed legislation that
would allow this vital program to continue
and help keep our country safe. The Military
Commissions Act of 2006 addresses the Su-
preme Court’s ruling regarding the applica-
tion of Common Article 3 of the Geneva
Conventions and clarifies the standards for
U.S. personnel who detain and question un-
lawful enemy combatants. The act also cre-
ates a comprehensive statutory structure for
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military commissions so that we can pros-
ecute suspected terrorists.

I appreciate the House’s commitment to
strengthening our national security. I urge
the Senate to act quickly to get a bill to my
desk before Congress adjourns.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 6166.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan and President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan

September 27, 2006

President Bush. Tonight it’s my honor to
host a dinner with President Musharraf of
Pakistan and President Karzai of Afghanistan.
These two men are personal friends of mine;
they are strong leaders who have a under-
standing of the world in which we live; they
understand that the forces of moderation are
being challenged by extremists and radicals.
And we’re working closely together to help
improve the lives of the people in Afghani-
stan and the people in Pakistan.

President Musharraf kindly greeted me to
Pakistan. I had the great privilege of meeting
many in his Government. I met people in
the civil society there. I met those who were
helping the Pakistan citizens who were—
whose lives were turned upside down by the
devastating earthquake. I saw the compassion
of this Government, and I was very proud
that the American people were helping them
recover.

I also had the opportunity to visit Presi-
dent Karzai. He’s leading a young democ-
racy. It's a democracy that was formed as a
result of the Afghan people voting, having
shed itself, with American help, from the
Taliban regime.

We've got a lot of challenges facing us. All
of us must protect our countries, but at the
same time, we all must work to make the
world a more hopeful place. And so today’s
dinner is a chance for us to strategize to-
gether, to talk about the need to cooperate,
to make sure that people have got a hopeful
future.

It’s very important for the people in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan to understand that
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America respects religion, and we respect the
right for people to worship the way they see
fit. We welcome Muslim leaders here in the
White House. I look forward to having din-
ner with friends of mine who don’t happen
to share the same faith I do, but nevertheless
share the same outlook for a hopeful world.

As we work for a more hopeful world, we
will continue to make sure that extremists,
such as Usama bin Laden, that wants to hurt
my {riend here as well as upset the democ-
racy in Afghanistan, is brought to justice. The
main thing I was looking forward to talking
about is how the United States Government
and the people of the United States can help
these two countries provide a foundation for
hope. And so I want to thank you for coming.
We're proud to have you here, Mr. President.

President Musharraf. My pleasure.

President Bush. Proud to have you here,
Mr. President. Let’s go eat dinner. Thank
you, sir.

President Musharraf. Thank you very
much.

President Karzai. Thanks very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the United States-European Union
Agreement on Mutual Legal
Assistance

September 27, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement on Mutual
Legal Assistance between the United States
of America and the European Union (EU),
signed on June 25, 2003, at Washington, to-
gether with 25 bilateral instruments that sub-
sequently were signed between the United
States and each European Union Member
State in order to implement the Agreement
with the EU, and an explanatory note that
is an integral part of the Agreement. I also
transmit, for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State with
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respect to the Agreement and bilateral in-
struments.

A parallel agreement with the European
Union on extradition, together with bilateral
instruments, will be transmitted to the Sen-
ate separately. These two agreements are the
first law enforcement agreements concluded
between the United States and the European
Union. Together they serve to modernize
and expand in important respects the law en-
forcement relationships between the United
States and the 25 EU Member States, as well
as formalize and strengthen the institutional
framework for law enforcement relations be-
tween the United States and the European
Union itself.

The U.S.-EU Mutual Legal Assistance
Agreement contains several innovations that
should prove of value to U.S. prosecutors and
investigators, including in counterterrorism
cases. The Agreement creates an improved
mechanism for obtaining bank information
from an EU Member State, elaborates legal
frameworks for the use of new techniques
such as joint investigative teams, and estab-
lishes a comprehensive and uniform frame-
work for limitations on the use of personal
and other data. The Agreement includes a
non-derogation provision making clear that
it is without prejudice to the ability of the
United States or an EU Member State to
refuse assistance where doing so would prej-
udice its sovereignty, security, public, or
other essential interests.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Agree-
ment and bilateral instruments.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 27, 2006.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 28. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the United States-European Union
Agreement on Extradition

September 27, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement on Extradition
between the United States of America and
the European Union (EU), signed on June
25, 2003, at Washington, together with 22
bilateral instruments that subsequently were
signed between the United States and Euro-
pean Union Member States in order to im-
plement the Agreement with the EU, and
an explanatory note that is an integral part
of the Agreement. I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to the
Agreement and bilateral instruments. The bi-
lateral instruments with three EU Member
States, Estonia, Latvia, and Malta, take the
form of comprehensive new extradition trea-
ties, and therefore will be submitted individ-
ually.

A parallel agreement with the European
Union on mutual legal assistance, together
with bilateral instruments, will be trans-
mitted to the Senate separately. These two
agreements are the first law enforcement
agreements concluded between the United
States and the European Union. Together
they serve to modernize and expand in im-
portant respects the law enforcement rela-
tionships between the United States and the
25 EU Member States, as well as formalize
and strengthen the institutional framework
for law enforcement relations between the
United States and the European Union itself.

The U.S.-EU Extradition Agreement con-
tains several provisions that should improve
the scope and operation of bilateral extra-
dition treaties in force between the United
States and each EU Member State. For ex-
ample, it requires replacing outdated lists of
extraditable offenses included in 10 older bi-
lateral treaties with the modern “dual crimi-
nality” approach, thereby enabling coverage
of such newer offenses as money laundering.
Another important provision ensures that a
U.S. extradition request is not disfavored by
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an EU Member State that receives a com-
peting request for the person from another
Member State pursuant to the newly created
European Arrest Warrant. Finally, the Extra-
dition Agreement simplifies procedural re-
quirements for preparing and transmitting
extradition documents, easing and speeding
the current process.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Agree-
ment and bilateral instruments.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 27, 2006.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 28. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Republican Senate Conference

September 28, 2006

I just had a really constructive and inter-
esting session with Republican Members of
the United States Senate. I'm impressed by
the leadership here in the Senate. I'm im-
pressed by the caliber of people that serve
our country.

I want to congratulate the House for pass-
ing a very vital piece of legislation that will
give us the tools necessary to protect the
American people, and that’s the Hamdan leg-
islation. That's the legislation that will give
us the capacity to be able to interrogate high-
valued detainees, and at the same time, give
us the capacity to try people who—in our
military tribunals.

In speaking to the Senate, I urged them
to get this legislation to my desk as soon as
possible. Senator Frist and Senator McCon-
nell committed to that end. The American
people need to know we’re working together
to win this war on terror. Our most important
responsibility is to protect the American peo-
ple from further attack, and we cannot be
able to tell the American people we're doing
our full job unless we have the tools nec-
essary to do so. And this legislation passed
in the House yesterday is a part of making
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sure that we do have the capacity to protect
you.

Our most solemn job is the security of this
country. People shouldn’t forget there’s still
an enemy out there that wants to do harm
to the United States. And therefore a lot of
my discussion with the Members of the Sen-
ate was to remind them of this solemn re-
sponsibility. And so I look forward to you
passing good legislation, Senators. Thank you
for having me. Appreciate your time.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. at the
United States Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to H.R. 6166.

Remarks on Energy in Hoover,

Alabama
September 28, 2006

You know, the price of gasoline has been
dropping, and that’s good news for the Amer-
ican consumer; it’s good news for the small-
business owners; it’s good news for the farm-
ers. But it’s very important for us to remem-
ber that we still have an issue when it comes
to dependence on foreign oil. And one way
to become less dependent on foreign oil is
for us to develop new ways to power our
automobiles, right here in America.

And so I've come to Hoover, Alabama, to
recognize this city for being innovative and
progressive and for having a good football
team. [Laughter] 1 want to thank Mayor
Tony Petelos and the city council for serving
and leading. See, what we have just wit-
nessed is a police force that is filling up its
vehicles with a fuel called E-85. When you
hear somebody talk about fuel E-85, that
means 85 percent of the fuel comes from
ethanol. And ethanol is produced from corn,
and corn is grown right here in the United
States of America.

One way to become less dependent on for-
eign oil is to use American-grown products
to power our automobiles. And that’s what
we just witnessed. So I asked Officer Parker
of the Hoover Police Department, I said,
“Do you like using E-85?” See, he has a
choice, because there are what we call flex-
fuel vehicles. He can either use ethanol-
based fuel or regular gasoline. As a matter
of fact, there’s a lot of cars in the United
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States that are flex-fuel, and some of you
probably don’t even know you've got a car
that’s flex-fuel. It doesn’t cost much money,
by the way, to convert a regular automobile,
an automobile that uses gasoline, to a flex-
fuel car.

So anyway, so I said to Officer Parker, I
said—first, I told him thanks for serving. And
then I said, “You've got a choice, don’t you,
between gasoline and E-85?" He said, “I
do.” T said, “Which one do you pick?” He
said, “E-85.” I said, “Why?” He said, “Be-
cause it’s got a little better get up to it.” In
other words, it works just fine.

And it works just fine for other reasons
as well. It works just fine because it helps
keep our air clean. It works just fine because
it helps address a national security issue. So
one of the important policies of governments
ought to be to encourage the production and
use of ethanol. And there’s a Federal role
for that. In other words, we provide tax cred-
its. We think it’s in our national interest that
ethanol penetrate more market—in other
words, more people use ethanol.

We're providing research dollars, and one
reason you provide research dollars is be-
cause it’s going to be important for us to use
something beyond corn to make ethanol. In
other words, corn is good, and so is sugar,
but you can imagine, it’s going to put a little
strain on the corn market after a while if the
only raw material we use for ethanol is corn.
After all, you've got to feed the cows and
feed the hogs and feed people as well as feed
automobiles with fuel.

And so the Federal Government has com-
mitted to spending a fair amount of your
money to research other ways to make eth-
anol. And one such place where good re-
search is going on is right here in the State
of Alabama at Auburn University.

And I just had the honor of meeting a pro-
fessor who came here from South Africa and
is now one of the eminent scholars there at
Auburn, who spends his time developing new
ways to make ethanol. See, what's happening
here in America is, is that we have made it
a focused effort of our Government to diver-
sify our fuel, and we’re spending your money
to do it.

The doc was telling me that one of these
days, we could be using switch grass to be
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making ethanol. That’s pretty good news for
people. You know, if that ever becomes a re-
ality, there’s going to be a lot of switch-grass
growers.

He was talking to me about how they’re
spending time and money figuring out
whether or not we can use wood products
to make ethanol. Imagine if we can achieve
a technological breakthrough that enables us
to use wood chips. You got a lot of wood
here in Alabama. You'll become one of the
leading ethanol producers if—when we
achieve that breakthrough. And that’s good
news for America.

I like the idea of a President or a Governor
saying, “You know something, there’s a lot
of corn, and we're less dependent on oil from
overseas,” or, “We've got some new break-
throughs, which makes us less dependent on
oil.” And the good news is, this technology
also helps us be good stewards of the envi-
ronment.

And so I want to thank the good folks from
Hoover, Alabama, for thinking differently,
for being on the leading edge of change. I
appreciate the mayor and the city council for
thinking about how best to represent your
people, and you're making a fine contribution
to our country as well.

It’s an honor to be here. I'm thrilled to
see this E-85 plant operating right here in
the State of Alabama. I predict there are
more coming, and when more come, this
country is going to be better off.

Thanks for having me, and God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. at the
Hoover Public Safety Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Mayor Tony Petelos of Hoover, AL;
Reggie Parker, officer, Hoover Police Depart-
ment; and David Bransby, professor of agronomy
and soil, Auburn University. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Gubernatorial Candidate Bob Riley
in Birmingham, Alabama

September 28, 2006

Thanks for coming. It is a joy to be back
in Alabama, and I appreciate your warm wel-
come. I am proud to stand with one of the
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Nation’s finest Governors and ask for your
help in reelecting Bob Riley as Governor of
Alabama.

He deserves to be reelected because he’s
got a record he can run on. He has made
you proud. He listens to the people. He
shares your values for the good of Alabama
and for the good of all citizens, regardless
of their political party. Bob Riley needs to
be reelected as your Governor.

I'm proud to be here with Patsy, first lady
of the great State of Alabama. Riley and I
married well, and we’re both wise enough
to listen to our wives. [Laughter] So Laura
said, “When you get down to Alabama, say
hello to our friends” on her behalf, and so
I do. I bring greetings from Laura Bush, a
wonderful mother, a fantastic wife, and a
great First Lady for the United States of
America. And Patsy, thank you for being
here. Thank you for serving your State with
dignity, just like Riley is serving the State
with dignity.

I'm also proud to recognize the candidate
for the Lieutenant Governor, a man who will
stand tall for the State of Alabama—/[laugh-
ter]—my friend Luther Strange. I have got-
ten to know your State attorney general, Troy
King. He is an accomplished attorney, who
brings great credit to the office he holds. I
can say without a doubt, he’s the right can-
didate to serve as the State attorney for this
great State of Alabama. Troy, thanks for serv-
ing; it was an honor to meet your wife, Paige.
I want to thank the State auditor, Beth Chap-
man, who is with us here today. I thank Twin-
kle Cavanaugh, who is the chairman of the
Alabama Republican Party, and I want to
thank all the grassroots activists who have
joined us here today.

This is a fantastic fundraiser. The next
thing that needs to be done is a fantastic
grassroots effort to turn out the vote. For
those of you who are stuffing the envelopes
and putting up the signs and getting on the
telephones and turning people out to vote,
I want to thank you in advance for what
youre going to do for this excellent Gov-
ernor.

You win campaigns by having somebody
who has got a vision and can carry the mes-
sage, and you also win campaigns by finding
your voters and turning them out. For all the
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grassroots activists here today, thanks for
coming, and thanks for what you do.

I want to thank the State and local officials
who are here. Thanks for serving. I appre-
ciate your willingness to be a public servant.
I want to thank the Selma High School
Choir. I appreciate you lending your beau-
tiful voices to this important occasion.

One of the most important jobs of a Gov-
ernor is to set a tone for a State. Bob Riley
and I share a philosophy about the role of
government when it comes to the economy.
The role of government is not to create
wealth; the role of government is to create
an environment in which the entrepreneurial
spirit can flourish, in which small business
grow to be big businesses, an environment
in which people are able to find work.

I was noticing that the unemployment rate
in the great State of Alabama is 3.5 percent,
which says Riley knows what he’s doing when
it comes time to this economy. When you
have people working, it makes sense to put
the man in charge of setting the tone for the
State back in office.

You know, one of the things Bob and I
understand is that one way to grow the econ-
omy is to let people keep more of their own
taxes. You see, we believe that when you've
got more of your own money in your pocket
to save, spend, or invest, the economy grows.
He told me that he’s running on cutting
taxes, another reason to put him back in of-
fice as the Governor of Alabama. And I'm
telling you, cutting taxes works.

You might remember what this economy
of ours has been through. We've been
through a recession and corporate scandals,
a terrorist attack, a war, hurricanes, and high
gasoline prices. Yet we're growing, and we
intend to keep growing. And the best way
to keep growing is to keep the people’s taxes
low.

The tax cuts we passed are working, and
it’s a campaign issue as far as I'm concerned.
There’s no doubt in my mind that if the na-
tional Democrats had control of the House
or the Senate, they'd raise your taxes. And
there’s no doubt in my mind, raising your
taxes will hurt this economy. The best way
to keep the people in Alabama working and
the best way to keep the people across this
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country working is to make the tax cuts we
passed permanent.

When I was the Governor of Texas, I used
to tell people education is to a State what
national defense is to the Federal Govern-
ment. The single most important priority of
a State is to make sure the people get edu-
cated. And Bob Riley has made the school
system of Alabama his top priority, but he’s
made the school system in Alabama a priority
in a different kind of way. See, he refuses
to accept the status quo when he finds medi-
ocrity or failure.

You know, I was talking to Margaret
Spellings. She’s my buddy from the State of
Texas who is now the Secretary of Education.
And Margaret Spellings, if she were here,
would tell you that Alabama has some of the
most innovative programs in the United
States of America when it comes to making
sure every single child gets an education. You
got a Governor who is an education Governor
and needs to be returned to your State cap-
itol.

He is spending money on schools, and
that’s important. But he also understands
money alone won't bring excellence to the
classrooms. And that's why he has set high
standards, and that’s why he insists upon
strong accountability measures. The best way
to achieve educational excellence for every
child in your State is to measure, is to deter-
mine whether a child is learning how to read,
write, and add and subtract, and if not, cor-
rect problems early, before it’s too late.

I'm proud of the standards your Governor
has set. I'm proud to call my friend an edu-
cational innovator. I'm proud that he has
made reading a top priority. I'm proud he’s
challenging the soft bigotry of low expecta-
tions. I'm proud he’s working hard to make
sure no child is left behind in the State of
Alabama.

Riley and I just went over to—excuse
me—Governor  Riley—[laughter|—and I
went over to Hoover, Alabama, today, the
home of the mighty Bucs, the number-one
high school football team in the United
States. That’s kind of hard for a Texan to
say. [Laughter] But we went over for a dif-
ferent reason, because we both understand
that in order for America to remain competi-
tive in the 21st century, in order for Alabama
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to remain competitive in the 21st century,
we must diversify away from foreign sources
of oil.

And so we went to a E-85 ethanol distribu-
tion place. See, what happened is, is that the
fine mayor of Hoover and its city council de-
cided that they were going to use ethanol
as the primary fuel for their police auto-
mobiles. That’s called innovation. It’s called
thinking ahead.

I found it to be really interesting to talk
to the officers who drive the vehicles that
are run on fuel that is 85 percent ethanol—
in other words, fuel made from corn. So I
said to the guy, do you—see, he has a choice;
he can either use gasoline or ethanol. I said,
“Which one do you use?” He says, “I like
the ethanol.” T said, “Why?” He said, “It’s
got a lot of get up and go to it.” In other
words, it works well.

What we're beginning to see is a change
in how we fuel our automobiles. We're
spending a lot of money at the Federal level,
your money, to try to advance new tech-
nologies to make us less dependent on oil.
It’s in the national interest that we become
less dependent on oil from overseas. After
all, a lot of the oil we get is from parts of
the world that don’t particularly care for us
right now.

I look forward to the day when more and
more of you have flex-fuel vehicles and you
can go and make the decision as to whether
or not you want to use ethanol as the primary
source of energy in your automobile—or gas-
oline. I look forward to the day when I can
say to the American people, “Because we've
got more corn growing, we're less dependent
on foreign sources of oil.” T look forward to
the day when you can use wood chips from
Alabama trees as the feedstock for ethanol.
I look forward to the day when we have these
great breakthroughs of research and tech-
nology done right here in Auburn University
to say to the American people, “The research
we're doing today means your children are
going to be less dependent on oil in the fu-
ture.”

And Bob Riley is a partner in encouraging
diversification away from hydrocarbons that
we import from overseas. And I appreciate
his stance. I appreciate his vision. He’s got
a vision for the people of Alabama, and he’s
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got the skill and capability of implementing
that vision. He’s done an excellent job for
the people. And I want to thank you for sup-
porting him, to put him back in office. It’s
good for this State that Bob Riley is the Gov-
ernor.

I want to talk about—I[applause]—I want
to spend a little time on what else occupies
my mind, other than making sure our econ-
omy grows. And it’s this: My most solemn
responsibility and the most solemn duty of
the Federal Government, as a matter of fact
governments at all levels, is to protect the
American people. We are a nation at war.
I wish I could report differently, but you
need to have a President who sees the world
the way it is, not the way somebody would
hope it would be. In order to protect this
people, we must understand the nature of
the threats we face. We face an enemy that
is brutal, an enemy that is determined, an
enemy that has a set of beliefs that is the
opposite of our beliefs.

I'll never forget the lessons of September
the 11th, 2001, and I will continue to use,
as I vowed then to the American people,
every element of national power to defeat
the terrorists and to defend the freedom of
the United States of America.

And that starts with making sure those re-
sponsible for defending you have all the tools
necessary to do so. As the Commander in
Chief of the finest group of men and women
produced in this country, I'll make you this
pledge: Our troops will have whatever it
takes to do the job we have asked them to
do.

And we have got to make sure that our
intelligence officers have the tools they need
to protect you and our law enforcement offi-
cers have the tools they need to protect you.
So working with the Congress, we passed
what was called the PATRIOT Act, an act
that broke down barriers and walls that pre-
vented the intelligence community from
sharing information with the law enforce-
ment community.

You see, we recognize that in order to pro-
tect you, all elements of national Govern-
ment must be able to communicate freely
to defeat this enemy. If somebody that we
think is Al Qaida or an Al Qaida affiliate gets
on the telephone and is making a phone call
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into the United States, we want to know why,
in order to protect the American people.

In order to make sure we get the informa-
tion necessary to protect you—see, this is a
different kind of war. We cannot measure
the enemy’s progress based upon the move-
ment of tanks or airplanes. These people hide
in remote reaches of the world and then
strike with lethality, as we learned firsthand
in our country.

And therefore we must find kernels of in-
formation that then will enable us to track
them down and bring them to justice before
they hurt Americans. And that's why it’s es-
sential that I created a program with the pro-
fessionals in the Central Intelligence Agency
to detain and question key terrorist leaders
and operatives that were captured on the bat-
tlefield. As a result of this program, we
have—we’ve learned information that en-
abled us to save American lives.

I also believed it was important to set up
military commissions that will enable us to
bring to justice the people that ordered the
attacks on the United States of America. The
Supreme Court said, you must work with the
legislature to achieve these objectives, and
we're doing just that.

Last night—yesterday afternoon, the
House of Representatives voted on the legis-
lation we put forward to create military com-
missions and to continue that vital program
of questioning detainees. The bill passed, but
I want to remind you about the vote. The
bill passed over the objections of 160 House
Democrats, including the entire Democrat
leadership.

We must give our professionals the tools
necessary to protect the American people in
this war on terror, and those in the House
of Representatives were wrong to vote
against this bill.

Ours is an important job—to protect you.
We have to be right 100 percent of the time,
and the enemy only has to be right once.
And that’s why it’s important that we do
the—pass the laws that we've asked the Sen-
ate and the House to pass. And that’s also
why it’s important that we must defeat the
enemy overseas so we do not have to face
them here at home.

And there’s a lot of debate in Washington
about this war on terror. And perhaps you
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heard something about what’s called a Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate. The National
Intelligence Estimate is a classified docu-
ment that, in this case, analyzed the threat
we faced from terrorists and extremists.

As you know, parts of that classified docu-
ment were recently leaked to the press, a
sure sign that elections are right around the
corner. Some in the other party have been
quoting selectively from the document for
partisan political gain, and so I felt that it
was important for people to actually see what
was in the document, and so I declassified
it.

And I'd like to share some thoughts about
what was in the NIE with you today. It offers
a frank assessment of where we are in the
war on terror. It confirms that we face a de-
termined and capable enemy. It lists four un-
derlying factors that are fueling the extremist
movement: longstanding grievances such as
corruption and injustice, or fear of Western
domination; the second such factor was the
jihad in the Iraq; the third was the slow pace
of reform in Muslim nations; and the fourth
factor that the leaders of this extremist move-
ment were using to recruit was anti-Ameri-
canism.

It concludes that the terrorists are exploit-
ing all these factors to enhance their move-
ment. The debate over this document raises
really an important question about the war
on terror: Should we be on the offense or
not? Some in Washington—some decent
people, patriotic people feel like we should
not be on the offensive in this war on terror.
Here’s what a senior Democrat in Congress
put it when she was discussing Iraq. She said,
“The President says that fighting them there
makes it less likely we’ll have to fight them
here. The opposite is true.” She went on to
say, “Because we are fighting them there, it
may become more likely that we’ll have to
fight them here.”

History tells us that logic is false. We didn’t
create terrorism by fighting terrorism. Iraq
is not the reason why the terrorists are at
war against us. Our troops were not in Iraq
when the terrorists first attacked the World
Trade Center. They were not in Iraq when
they blew up our Embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania. They were not in Iraq when they
bombed the USS Cole. And we were not in
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Iraq when the extremists killed nearly 3,000
of our people on September the 11th, 2001.

Five years after the 9/11 attacks, some in
Washington, DC, still don’t understand the
nature of the enemy. The only way to protect
our citizens at home is to keep the pressure
on the enemy across the world. When terror-
ists spend their days working to avoid cap-
ture, they are less able to plot and plan and
execute new attacks. We will stay on the of-
fense. We will fight them across the world,
and we will stay in this fight until the fight
is won.

In order to win this war, we need to under-
stand that the terrorists and extremists are
opportunists. They will grab onto any cause
to incite hatred and to justify the killing of
innocent men, women, and children. If we
weren't in Iraq, they would be using our rela-
tionship and friendship with Israel as a rea-
son to recruit, or the Crusades or cartoons
as a reason to commit murder. They recruit
based upon lies and excuses, and they mur-
der because of their raw desire for power.
They hope to impose their dominion over the
broader Middle East and establish a radical
Islamic empire where millions are ruled ac-
cording to their hateful ideology. We know
this because Al Qaida has told us.

The terrorist Zawahiri, number-two man
in the Al Qaida team—Al Qaida network, he
said, “We’ll proceed with several incremental
goals. The first stage is to expel the Ameri-
cans from Iraq; the second stage is to estab-
lish an Islamic authority, then develop it and
support it until it achieves the level of caliph-
ate; the third stage, extend the jihad wave
to secular countries neighboring Irag; and
the fourth stage, the clash with Israel.”

This is the words of the enemy. The Presi-
dent of the United States and the Congress
must listen carefully to what the enemy says
in order to be able to protect you. It makes
sense for us to take their words seriously, if
our most important job is the security of the
United States. Mr. Zawahiri has laid out their
plan. That's why they attacked us on Sep-
tember the 11th. That's why they fight us
in Iraq today. And that is why they must be
defeated.

Some Democrats in Congress say that we
should not be fighting the terrorists in Irag;
it was a mistake to go into Iraq in the first
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place. I believe these Democrats need to an-
swer a simple question: Do they really be-
lieve that we would be better off if Saddam
Hussein were still in power? In a recent
interview, the top Democrat on the Intel-
ligence Committee was asked this very ques-
tion. And his answer was, “Yes, yes, and, yes.”

If this is what the Democrats think, they
need to make this case to the American peo-
ple—they need to make the case that the
world would be better off if Saddam Hussein
were still in power. If Saddam Hussein were
still in power, he would still be sponsoring
terror and paying families of suicide bomb-
ers. If he were still in power, he would still
be pursuing weapons of mass destruction. He
would still be killing his own people. He
would still be firing at our pilots. He would
still be defying the United Nations. He would
still be bilking the Oil-for-Food Programme
and using one of the largest oil reserves in
the world to threaten Western economies
and to fuel his ambitions.

After the attacks of September the 11th,
it became clear that the United States of
America must confront threats before they
come and hurt us. Saddam Hussein’s regime
was a serious threat, a risk the world could
not afford to take. America, Iragis, and the
world are safer because Saddam Hussein is
not in power.

In a recent series of speeches, I made it
clear that we're in the early hours of a long
struggle for civilization. I have made it clear
that we're in the ideological struggle of the
21st century. I've also made it clear that the
safety of the American people depends on
the outcome of the battle in the streets of
Baghdad.

I strongly believe that Iraq is a central
front in the war on terror. The Democrats
may not think so, but Usama bin Laden does.
Here are the words of bin Laden: “I now
address the whole Islamic nation. Listen and
understand. The most serious issue today for
the whole world is this third world war that
is raging in Iraq.” He calls it “a war of destiny
between infidelity and Islam.” He says, “The
whole world is watching this war,” and that
it will end in “victory and glory or misery
and humiliation.”

For Al Qaida, Iraq is not a distraction from
their war on America, it is a central battle-
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field where there’s—outcome of the struggle
will be decided.

The NIE I quoted earlier says this about
Iraq. It said, “Perceived jihadist success
there,” in Iraq, “would inspire more fighters
to continue the struggle elsewhere.” It also
says that “should jihadists leaving Iraq per-
ceive themselves, and be perceived, to have
failed, we judge fewer fighters will be in-
spired to carry on the fight.”

Democrats in Washington have been
quoting the NIE a lot in recent days, but
you don’t hear them quoting that part of the
document. The Democrats can’t have it both
ways. Either they believe that Iraq is a dis-
traction from the war on terror or they agree
with the intelligence community and the ter-
rorists themselves that the outcome of Iraq
is important in the war on terror. Truth is,
the Democrats are using the NIE to mislead
the American people and justify their policy
of withdrawal from Iraq.

The American people need to know what
withdrawal from Iraq would mean. By with-
drawing from Iraq before the job is done,
we would be doing exactly what the extrem-
ists and terrorists want. The terrorists” entire
strategy is based on the belief that America
is weak and does not have the stomach for
the long fight. Bin Laden has called Amer-
ican withdrawals from places like Beirut and
Somalia as proof that if the terrorists are pa-
tient, America will lose her nerve and with-
draw in disgrace.

The greatest danger is not that America’s
presence in Iraq is drawing new recruits to
the terrorist cause; the greatest danger is that
an American withdrawal from Iraq would
embolden the terrorists and help them find
new recruits to carry out even more destruc-
tive attacks on the American homeland. And
that is why the United States of America will
stand with the brave Iraqis and defeat the
terrorists in Iraq.

The stakes are high in this war. It’s really
important that the United States of America
understands the nature of this enemy and un-
derstands what it would mean to leave Iraq
before the job is done. If we were to abandon
this young democracy to the extremists,
imagine what other reformers and people of
moderation would think about the United
States of America. If we were to abandon



1686

our mission in Iraq where many have sac-
rificed, imagine what the enemy would think
about the United States of America and our
will.

If we were to abandon Iraq and create a
vacuum in that country and that country
were then taken over by the extremists, make
no mistake about it, they would have mighty
assets to use in order to inflict economic pain
on the United States of America. We're not
going to let this happen. America is a nation
that keeps its commitments to those who
long for liberty and want to live in peace.
America is a nation that will keep its commit-
ment to make sure that you're secure. Amer-
ica is a nation that does not retreat in the
face of thugs and assassins.

We're going to help the Iraqgi people. Re-
member, 12 million of them voted in elec-
tions last December. That probably seems
like a decade ago to you, but when the history
is finally written, it will be just a comma.
Twelve million people stood up in the face
of assassins and car bombers and said, “We
want to be free.”

I'm not surprised. I was pleased. I'm not
surprised, because I believe in this principle,
a principle which should be a guiding light
of American foreign policy: There is an Al-
mighty, and a gift of that Almighty to every
man, woman, and child on the face of the
Earth is freedom. I believe deep in the soul
of every person is the desire to live in liberty,
and I know that liberty will yield the peace
we want for generations to come.

From the beginning of the struggle, T've
made it clear that we will defend this country
by giving people the tools needed, that we’ll
defend America by staying on the offense,
that we will find the terrorists and bring them
to justice so they can’t hurt us here at home.
But I've also made it clear that defeating the
terrorists in the long run requires defeating
their hateful ideology.

The NIE explicitly states, the National In-
telligence Estimate that I have been dis-
cussing and has been widely discussed in the
newspapers, states this, that the terrorists
greatest vulnerability is that their ideology is,
quote, “unpopular with the vast majority of
Muslims.” People want to be free. People
want to be able to express themselves freely.
Mothers in the Muslim world share the same

Sept. 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

thing as mothers here—they want their chil-
dren to grow up in a peaceful world.

And that's why it's essential that the
United States of America stand with mod-
erates and reformers and peaceful people,
millions of men and women in the Muslim
world who want a normal life and a more
hopeful future for their children and their
grandchildren. And as this powerful majority
gains control over the destiny—over their
destiny through the democratic progress,
they will marginalize the radicals and extrem-
ists and their hateful vision of the world.

The transition from tyranny to democracy
is tough work, but it’s necessary work. It's
the calling of history. It’s the challenge to
our generation to defend America and to lay
the foundation of peace for generations to
come. The extremists and the radicals will
exploit these difficulties in every way they
can. They will try to shake our will. They
will use the murder of innocent men and
women and children in order to convince
America that the fight isn’t worth it. Yet in
the long run, America—if we keep our faith
in our principles—will prevail.

Encouraging the rise of free societies
across the broader Middle East is the only
way to overcome the threat of terrorism and
to protect the American people in the long
run. We owe it to a generation of children
to come to do the hard work now. Imagine
a Middle East where there’s competing fac-
tions of extremism. Imagine a Middle East
where the radicals control oil. Imagine a
Middle East where there’s an armed theoc-
racy with a nuclear weapon. Fifty years from
now, people will say, “Couldn’t they see it;
why couldn’t they see the threat?”

Now is the time for the United States of
America to lay the foundation of peace, to
confront the challenges we have square on,
to protect our country, to do our duty so that
generations will look back and say, “Thank
God this generation of Americans was willing
to serve and serve strong.”

The stakes in this war are high, and so are
the stakes this November. Americans face
the choice between two parties with two dif-
ferent attitudes on this war on terror. Five
years after 9/11, the worst attack on Amer-
ican homeland in our history, the Democrats
offer nothing but criticism and obstruction
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and endless second-guessing. The party of
FDR and the party of Harry Truman has be-
come the party of cut-and-run.

Our party’s record is clear. We see the
stakes. We understand the nature of the
enemy. We know that the enemy wants to
attack us again. We will not wait to respond
to the enemy. We're not going to wait for
them to attack us in order to respond. We
will fight them wherever they make a stand.
We will settle for nothing less than victory.

Thanks for coming. God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:34 p.m. at the
Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex. In
his remarks, he referred to Mayor Tony Petelos
of Hoover, AL; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization.

Statement on Senate Action on the
“Military Commissions Act of 2006”
September 28, 2006

Today the Senate sent a strong signal to
the terrorists that we will continue using
every element of national power to pursue
our enemies and to prevent attacks on Amer-
ica. The Military Commissions Act of 2006
will allow the continuation of a CIA program
that has been one of America’s most potent
tools in fighting the war on terror. Under this
program, suspected terrorists have been de-
tained and questioned about threats against
our country. Information we have learned
from the program has helped save lives at
home and abroad. By authorizing the cre-
ation of military commissions, the act will
also allow us to prosecute suspected terrorists
for war crimes.

Our most solemn responsibility is pro-
tecting America’s security, and I thank the
Senate for passing this vital legislation.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3930.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 5767
September 28, 2006

Know therefore that the LORD your God
is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant
and steadfast love with those who love him
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and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations . . .

Deuteronomy 7:9

On this most holy day of the Jewish cal-
endar, Jews celebrate God’s goodness and re-
flect on their lives. Yom Kippur is a solemn
time to express thanksgiving that the Al-
mighty remembers the names of all His chil-
dren. During this blessed Day of Atonement,
Jewish people gather in synagogues, consider
their deeds and actions, and celebrate as the
sound of the Shofar proclaims the forgiveness
and mercy shown by the Creator of life.

As the High Holy Days come to an end,
the Jewish people in America and around the
world remind us of the gift of religious free-
dom and the blessings of God’s steadfast
love. On Yom Kippur and throughout the
year, your deep commitment to faith helps
make the world a more hopeful and peaceful
place.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
blessed Yom Kippur.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8057—Child Health
Day, 2006
September 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s young people enjoy a future of
hope and promise, and we must be com-
mitted to supporting them through each op-
portunity and challenge they face ahead.
Each year on Child Health Day, we empha-
size the importance of keeping our children
safe, encouraging them to practice healthy
habits, and educating and empowering them
to avoid risky behavior.

Parents are children’s first teachers, and
they play a crucial role in promoting good
health and helping young people grow into
responsible, moral, and productive adults. Vi-
olence, illegal drugs, alcohol, smoking, and
early sexual activity are some of the top
causes of disease and early death among our
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youth. By being vigilant and talking with their
children about the issues they face, parents
can teach children to make the right deci-
sions when they are challenged by peer pres-
sure or tempted to participate in dangerous
activities.

My Administration recognizes the impor-
tance of investing in the health and well-
being of our young people, and we remain
committed to helping our children build
healthy and successful lives. Through the
Helping America’s Youth Initiative, led by
First Lady Laura Bush, we are encouraging
children to make good choices, educating
parents and communities on the importance
of positive youth development, and sup-
porting organizations that are dedicated to
the success of America’s children.

Every day, parents strive to raise their chil-
dren to be strong and successful adults. By
working together, families, teachers, men-
tors, and government and community leaders
can help ensure young people enjoy the op-
portunity to have long and healthy lives.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
105), has called for the designation of the
first Monday in October as “Child Health
Day” and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

>11\10w Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 2,
2006, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, faith-
based and community organizations, and
State and local governments to reach out to
our Nation’s young people, encourage them
to avoid dangerous behavior, and help make
the right choices to achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2006]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 4.
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Remarks to the Reserve Officers
Association
September 29, 2006

Thanks, Captain Smith, for your kind in-
troduction. Thank you all for being here, and
thank you for the warm welcome. I am hon-
ored to stand with the men and women of
the Reserve Officers Association. For more
than 80 years, this organization has stood up
for America and its citizen soldiers, and I ap-
preciate your contribution to our country.
We're safer because you stand ready to put
on the uniform. I am grateful for your serv-
ice, and I am proud to be your Commander
in Chief.

I want to speak to you today about the
struggle between moderation and extremism
that is unfolding across the broader Middle
East. At this moment, terrorists and extrem-
ists are fighting to overthrow moderate gov-
ernments in the region so they can take con-
trol of countries and use them as bases from
which to attack America and from which to
impose their hateful ideology. This is the
challenge of our time. This is the call of a
generation, to stand against the extremists
and support moderate leaders across the
broader Middle East, to help us all secure
a future of peace.

This week in Washington, I met with two
courageous leaders who are working for
peace, President Karzai of Afghanistan and
President Musharraf of Pakistan. These lead-
ers understand the stakes in the struggle, in
the ideological struggle of the 21st century.
They understand the stakes from a personal
perspective as well, since the extremists have
tried to assassinate them. They are coura-
geous people. They have seen the destruction
that terrorists have caused in their own coun-
try, and they know this, that the only way
to stop them is to work together and to stay
on the offense. By standing with brave lead-
ers like these, we are defending civilization
itself and we’re building a more peaceful
world for our children and grandchildren.

I appreciate very much the Ambassador
from Afghanistan, Ambassador Jawad, and
Ambassador Durrani from Pakistan for join-
ing us here today. Thank you all for coming.
I appreciate members of my administration
who have joined us. I appreciate people
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wearing the uniform who have joined us. I
appreciate those from Walter Reed who have
joined us, and from Bethesda. I thank you
for your sacrifice.

I also want to thank those from Walter
Reed who are—and Bethesda who are giving
you the help you need to recover from your
wounds. It gives me great comfort to be able
to tell the loved ones of those who wear our
uniform that if you get hurt, you will receive
first class, compassionate care from the
United States military. And so for the healers
who are here, thank you for doing your duty
and providing these brave folks the help they
need to recover.

Earlier this month, our Nation marked the
fifth anniversary of the September the 11th,
2001, terrorist attacks. We paused on that
day to remember the innocent people who
were killed that day. We paused to remem-
ber the rescue workers who rushed into
burning towers to save lives. After 9/11, I
stood in the well of the House of Representa-
tives and declared that every nation, in every
region, had a decision to make: Either you
were with us, or you stood with the terrorists.
Two nations, Afghanistan and Pakistan, made
very different decisions with very different
results.

Five years ago, Afghanistan was ruled by
the brutal Taliban regime. Under the Taliban
and Al Qaida, Afghanistan was a land where
women were imprisoned in their own homes,
where men were beaten for missing prayer
meetings, where girls couldn’t even go to
school. What a hopeless society that was,
under the rule of these hateful men. Afghani-
stan was the home to terrorist training camps.
Under Al Qaida and the Taliban, Afghanistan
was a terrorist safe haven. It was a launching
pad for the horrific attacks that killed inno-
cent people in New York City on September
the 11th, 2001.

After 9/11, America gave the leaders of the
Taliban a choice. We told them that they
must turn over all of the leaders of Al Qaida
hiding in their land. We told them they must
close every terrorist training camp and hand
over every terrorist to appropriate authori-
ties. We told them they must give the United
States full access to the terrorist training
camps so they could make sure they were
no longer operating. We told them these de-
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mands were not up for negotiation, and that
if they did not comply immediately and hand
over the terrorists, they would share in the
same fate as the terrorists.

I felt these were reasonable demands. The
Taliban regime chose unwisely—so within
weeks after the 9/11 attacks, our coalition
launched Operation Enduring Freedom. By
December 2001, the Taliban regime had
been removed from power, hundreds of
Taliban and Al Qaida fighters had been cap-
tured or killed, and the terrorist camps where
the enemy had planned the 9/11 attacks were
shut down. We did what we said we were
going to do. We made our intentions clear.
We gave the Taliban a chance to make the
right decision. They made the wrong deci-
sion, and we liberated Afghanistan.

The liberation of Afghanistan was a great
achievement, and for those of you who
served in that effort, thank you. I thank you
on behalf of America, and the Afghan people
thank you. But we knew it was only the be-
ginning of our mission in Afghanistan. See,
the liberation was only the start of an impor-
tant mission to make this world a more
peaceful place. We learned the lesson of the
1980s, when the United States had helped
the Afghan people drive the Soviet Red army
from Kabul and then decided our work was
finished and left the Afghans to fend for
themselves.

The Taliban came to power and provided
a sanctuary for bin Laden and Al Qaida, and
we paid the price when the terrorists struck
our Nation and killed nearly 3,000 people in
our midst. So, after liberating Afghanistan,
we began the difficult work of helping the
Afghan people rebuild their country and es-
tablish a free nation on the rubble of the
Taliban’s tyranny.

With the help of the United Nations and
coalition countries, Afghan leaders chose an
interim Government. They wrote and ap-
proved a democratic Constitution. They held
elections to choose a new President, and they
elected leaders to represent them in a new
Parliament. In those parliamentary elections,
more than 6 million Afghans defied terrorist
threats and cast their ballots. They made it
clear, they wanted to live in a free society.
As I travel around the country, I tell people
that I'm not surprised when people say, “I
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want to live in liberty.” I believe liberty is
universal. I believe deep within the soul of
every man, woman, and child on the face of
the Earth is the desire to live in freedom.
And when we free people, we not only do
our duty to ourselves, but we help the rise
of decent human beings.

As Afghans have braved the terrorists and
claimed their freedom, we’ve helped them,
and we will continue to help them. It’s in
our interests that we help this young democ-
racy survive and grow strong. We helped
them build security forces they need to de-
fend their democratic gains. In the past 5
years, our coalition has trained and equipped
more than 30,000 soldiers in the Afghan Na-
tional Army—and at this moment, several
thousand more are in training at a Kabul
Military Training Center. These Afghan sol-
diers are on the frontlines with coalition
troops. Some have suffered terrible wounds
in battle; others have given their lives in the
fight against the terrorists. Afghans in uni-
form are determined to protect their nation
and fight our common enemies, and we're
proud to fight alongside such brave allies.

Our coalition has also trained about 46,000
members of the Afghan National Police. The
training of the Afghan police has not gone
as smoothly as that of the army. The police
have faced problems with corruption and
substandard leadership, and we’ve made our
concerns known to our friends in the Afghan
Government. When we see a problem, we
adjust; we change. And so this year, President
Karzai’s Government announced a new team
to lead the National Police. As the police be-
come more capable and better led and more
disciplined, they will gain legitimacy and they
will earn the respect of the Afghan people.

Listen, the Afghan people want to live in
a peaceful world. It's important for the
American citizens to understand, an Afghan
mother wants the same thing for her child
that our mothers” want for our children: the
chance to grow up and realize dreams; the
chance to live in peace. And it’s important
for the Afghan Government to provide the
kind of security so the citizens have trust that
their Government can enable the peace to
evolve in that strife-ridden part of the world.

The army and police are good fighters. At
this moment, more than 21,000 American
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troops and more than 20,000 personnel from
40 countries are deployed in Afghanistan. In
the summer of 2003, NATO took over the
International Security Assistance Force—it’s
called ISAF—in Afghanistan, NATO’s first
mission outside the Euro-Atlantic area.
Other nations besides the United States un-
derstand the importance of helping this
young democracy survive and thrive and
grow.

Since then, NATO has expanded ISAF
from a small force that was operating only
in Kabul into a robust force that has taken
responsibility for security in nearly 60 per-
cent of the country. And this week, NATO
announced that it would take over security
operations in all of Afghanistan in the coming
weeks. Under the plan, the U.S. will transfer
12,000 of our troops that are now serving in
the country to the NATO force, while the
rest will remain under coalition command
and continue antiterrorist operations across
the country.

We saw the effectiveness of NATO forces
this summer when NATO took responsibility
from the United States for security oper-
ations in southern Afghanistan. The Taliban
saw the transfer of the region from the
United States to NATO control as a window
of opportunity. They saw it as an opportunity
to test the will of nations other than the
United States. See, they've been testing our
will. And they understand it’s strong, and
they need to understand it will remain strong.

So the Taliban massed an estimated 800
to 900 fighters near Kandahar to face the
NATO force head on, and that was a mistake.
Earlier this month, NATO launched Oper-
ation Medusa. Together with the Afghan Na-
tional Army, troops from Canada and Den-
mark and the Netherlands and Britain and
the United States, engaged the enemy—with
operational support from Romanian and Por-
tuguese and Estonian forces. According to
NATO commanders, NATO forces killed
hundreds of Taliban fighters. NATO’s Su-
preme Allied Commander, General Jones, a
United States marine, says this about the
NATO operation in southern Afghanistan:
“The Taliban decided to make a test case
of the region, and they paid a very heavy
price for it. The operation sent a signal to
the insurgents that NATO forces would not
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back down. The operation also sent a clear
message to the Afghan people, that NATO
is standing with you.”

I appreciate the courage of the NATO
forces. I appreciate the governments of our
allies in NATO understanding the impor-
tance of helping the Afghan people achieve
their dream, and that is a stable country. The
people from NATO must understand that
they're helping a young democracy defend
itself and protect its people. And in so doing,
they’re helping to lay the foundation of peace
in the ideological struggle of the 21st century.

The NATO deployment has begun to
bring security and reconstruction to a region
that had previously had little and has allowed
the United States and Afghan forces to stay
on the offense. And so we launched another
major offensive in the east called Operation
Mountain Fury. The operation is ongoing.
It’s aimed at clearing out enemy safe havens
in five Afghan provinces, including three
provinces bordering Pakistan. The operation
is being led by about 4,000 Afghan forces
and supported by about 3,000 of our finest.
And Afghan and coalition forces clear out the
enemy—then we will follow up with recon-
struction assistance—so we can improve the
quality of life for local Afghans and help ex-
tend the authority of the central Government
to distant areas of the country.

See, the enemy understands what we’re
doing, and they don’t like it. That's why
they're reacting the way theyre reacting.
They understand that the arrival of Afghan
and coalition forces in the region means that
the Government is beginning to win the
hearts of the people. In many of these re-
gions, the Taliban and Al Qaida fighters and
drug traffickers and criminal elements have
had—enjoyed free reign. There hasn’t been
any countervailing force to their presence.
And you can imagine how that makes inno-
cent people feel, you know, when you've got
these killers in your midst. It creates an at-
mosphere of fear. As a matter of fact, people
like Al Qaida, whose ideology is hateful, have
got one major tool at their disposal: They kill
innocent life to create fear. And what a con-
trast it is to the United States of America
and coalition partners and decent Afghans
who believe in hope.
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These haters of humanity know that when
the Government in Kabul can reach out and
improve the lives of local Afghans in distant
parts of the country, the population will gain
confidence in Afghanistan’s democracy.
That's part of the struggle, this ideological
struggle we're engaged in. And so they are
going to try to do everything they can to stop
the progress. And theyll fight Afghan and
coalition forces, and that’s what you're seeing
today.

But they do more than just fight our
forces—they destroy schools, and they de-
stroy clinics. They do everything in their
power to intimidate local folks. The enemies
of a free Afghanistan are brutal, and they’re
determined, and we're not going to let them
succeed. NATO and coalition and Afghan
forces will continue to fight the enemy. We
will stay on the offense, and we’re going to
help this Government of President Karzai
bring a better life to his people.

In order to bring a better life to the Afghan
people, our coalition and NATO forces have
deployed 23  Provincial Reconstruction
Teams across Afghanistan. These teams are
important because we're talking about a
country that has been torn apart because of
war over the years. The teams are led by
Sweden and Norway and Germany and Hun-
gary and Italy and Spain and Lithuania and
Canada and Britain and the Netherlands and
the United States. And these teams are
bringing security and reconstruction assist-
ance to distant regions of the country. And
to link the distant regions to the capital,
we've got a strategy—it’s called building
roads. This is a country that is in dire need
for transportation. And since the liberation
of Afghanistan, we've provided more than
$4.5 billion for reconstruction throughout the
country. We're helping with electricity and
irrigation and water and sanitation and other
necessities.

Our coalition is working with President
Karzai to strengthen the institutions of Af-
ghans—Afghanistan’s young democracy. We
understand that the institutions must be
strengthened and reformed for democracy to
survive. And one of the areas most in need
of reform is the nation’s legal system. Re-
cently President Karzai took important steps
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to strengthen the rule of law when he ap-
pointed a new Attorney General and judges
to serve on Afghanistan’s Supreme Court.
Our coalition is helping his Government in-
stitutionalize these changes. Italy, for exam-
ple, is helping to train Afghan judges and
prosecutors and public defenders and court
administrators so all Afghans can receive
equal justice under the law.

And from the beginning, our actions in Af-
ghanistan have had a clear purpose—in other
words, our goals are clear for people to un-
derstand—and that is to rid the country of
the Taliban and the terrorists and build a last-
ing free society that will be an ally in the
war on terror. And from the beginning, the
American people have heard the critics say
we're failing, but the reasons keep changing.
In the first days of Operation Enduring Free-
dom, the critics warned that we were headed
toward a quagmire. And then when the
Taliban fell and operations began in Iraq, the
critics held up the multinational coalition in
Afghanistan as a model and said it showed
that everything we were doing in Iraq was
wrong. And now some of the critics who
praised the multinational coalition we built
in Afghanistan claim the country is in danger
of failing because we don’t have enough
American troops there.

Look, in order to win war, in order to win
the ideological struggle of the 21st century,
it is important for this country to have a clear
strategy and change tactics to meet the con-
ditions on the ground, not try to constantly
respond to the critics who change their posi-
tions. And so I listen to the advice of those
who matter in Afghanistan, and that is Presi-
dent Karzai and our commanders. We will
continue to help Afghanistan’s Government
defeat our common enemies.

I've constantly told the American people,
we must defeat the enemy overseas so we
do not have to face them here at home. I
will continue to remind the American people
that is—you deal with threats before they
materialize. In this war that we’re in, it is
too late to respond to a threat after the—
after we've been attacked. I'm not going to
forget the lessons of September the 11th,
2001, and I know you won't either. We must
take threats seriously now in order to protect
the American people.
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So we're going to help the people of Af-
ghanistan, and we're going to help them
build a free nation. We’re going to help them
be a successful part of defeating an ideology
of hate with an ideology of hope. And think
what that will mean for reformers and mod-
erate people in a region that has been full
of turmoil. Imagine the effect it will have
when they see a thriving democracy in their
midst.

No, this ideological struggle of the 21st
century will require tough military action,
good intelligence. It will require the United
States to give our folks on the frontline of
terror the tools necessary to protect us, in-
cluding listening to phone calls from Al
Qaida coming into the country—so we know
what theyre getting ready to attack—or
questioning people we capture on the battle-
field. That’s what it’s going to include.

But it also means helping the millions who
want to live in liberty to do so. In the long
term, we will help our children and grand-
children live in a peaceful world by encour-
aging the spread of liberty.

Five years ago, another country that faced
a choice was Pakistan. At the time of 9/11,
Pakistan was only one of three nations that
recognized the Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan. Al Qaida had a large presence in Paki-
stan. There was a strong radical Islamic
movement in that country. Some of the 9/
11 hijackers were housed and trained in Paki-
stan. Pakistan’s future was in doubt, and
President Musharraf understood that he had
to make a fundamental choice for his people.
He could turn a blind eye and leave the peo-
ple hostage to the extremists, or he could
join the free world in fighting the extremists
and the terrorists. President Musharraf made
the choice to fight for freedom, and the
United States of America is grateful for his
leadership.

Within 2 days of the September the 11th
attacks, the Pakistani Government com-
mitted itself to stop Al Qaida operatives at
its border, to share intelligence on terrorist
activities and movements, and to break off
all ties with the Taliban government, if it re-
fused to hand over bin Laden and the Al
Qaida. President Musharraf’s decision to
fight the terrorists was made at great per-
sonal risk. They have tried to kill him as a
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result of his decision, because they know he
has chosen to side with the forces of peace
and moderation and that he stands in the way
of their hateful vision for his country.

President Musharraf’s courageous choice
to join the struggle against extremism has
saved American lives. His Government has
helped capture or kill many senior terrorist
leaders. For example, Pakistani forces helped
capture Abu Zubaydah, a man we believe to
be a trusted associate of Usama bin Laden.
Pakistani forces helped capture another indi-
vidual believed to be one of the key plotters
of the 9/11 attacks, Ramzi bin al-Shibh. Paki-
stani forces helped capture the man our in-
telligence community believes masterminded
the 9/11 attacks, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed.

Once captured, these men were taken into
custody of the Central Intelligence Agency.
The questioning of these and other suspected
terrorists provided information that helped
us protect the American people. They helped
us break up a cell of Southeast Asian terrorist
operatives that had been groomed for attacks
inside the United States. They helped us dis-
rupt an Al Qaida operation to develop an-
thrax for terrorist attacks. They helped us
stop a planned strike on a U.S. Marine camp
in Djibouti and to prevent a planned attack
on the U.S. consulate in Karachi and to foil
a plot to hijack passenger planes and to fly
them into Heathrow Airport and London’s
Canary Wharf.

Were it not for the information gained
from the terrorists captured with the help
of Pakistan, our intelligence community be-
lieves that Al Qaida and its allies would have
succeeded in launching another attack
against the American homeland. Our close
cooperation with the Government of Paki-
stan has saved American lives, and America
is grateful to have a strong and steadfast ally
in the war against these terrorists.

President Musharraf understands that the
terrorists hide in remote regions and travel
back and forth across the border between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. And so we're helping
his Government establish stronger control
over these border areas. We are helping him
to equip the nation’s paramilitary Frontier
Corps that is policing the border regions. The
United States is funding the construction of
more than 100 border outposts, which will
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provide Pakistani forces with better access
to remote areas of the country’s western bor-
der. We're providing high-tech equipment to
help Pakistani forces better locate terrorists
attempting to cross the border. We are fund-
ing an air wing with helicopters and fixed-
wing aircraft to give Pakistan better security
and surveillance capabilities.

And as we work with President Musharraf
to bring security to his own country, we’re
also supporting him as he takes steps to build
a modern and moderate nation that will hold
free and fair elections next year. In an ad-
dress to his fellow citizens earlier this year,
President Musharraf declared this: “We have
to eliminate extremism in our society. It will
eat us up from within. So it is my appeal
to all of you to shun extremism. Adopt the
path of moderation. We will eliminate this
extremism in our society, and then Pakistan
will be considered a moderate, developed
country.” President Musharraf has a clear vi-
sion for his country as a nation growing in
freedom and prosperity and peace. And as
he stands against the terrorists and for the
free future of his country, the United States
of America will stand with him.

In both Pakistan and Afghanistan, America
has strong allies who are committed to rout-
ing out the terrorists in their midst. And with
their help, we've killed or captured hundreds
of Al Qaida leaders and operatives, and we
put the others on the run. Usama bin Laden
and other terrorists are still in hiding. Our
message to them is clear: No matter how long
it takes, we will find you, and we’re going
to bring you to justice.

On Wednesday night, I had dinner with
Presidents Musharraf and Karzai at the
White House. We had a long—and we had
a frank conversation about the challenges we
face in defeating the extremists and the ter-
rorists in their countries and providing the
people of these two nations an alternative to
the dark ideology of the enemy. We dis-
cussed the best ways to improve intelligence
sharing so that we can target and eliminate
the leaders of Al Qaida and the Taliban.

We resolved to strengthen the institutions
of civil society in both countries. We agreed
on the need to support tribal leaders on both
sides of the border. By helping these local
leaders build schools and roads and health
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clinics, we will help them build a better life
for their communities and strengthen their
hand against—the fight against the extrem-
ists. It was clear from our conversation that
our three nations share the same goals: We
will defeat the Taliban; we will defeat Al
Qaida; and the only way to do it is by working
together.

Our meeting took place at a time when
there is a debate raging in Washington about
how best to fight the war on terror. Recently
parts of a classified document called the Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate was leaked to the
press. As I said yesterday in Alabama, it’s an
indication that we're getting close to an elec-
tion. [Laughter] The NIE is a document that
analyzes the threat we face from terrorists
and extremists. And its unauthorized disclo-
sure has set off a heated debate here in the
United States, particularly in Washington.

Some have selectively quoted from this
document to make the case that by fighting
the terrorists—by fighting them in Iraq, we
are making our people less secure here at
home. This argument buys into the enemy’s
propaganda that the terrorists attack us be-
cause we're provoking them. I want to re-
mind the American citizens that we were not
in Iraq on September the 11th, 2001.

And this argument was powerfully an-
swered this week by Prime Minister Tony
Blair. Here is what he said. He said, “I be-
lieve passionately that we will not win until
we shake ourselves free of the wretched ca-
pitulation to the propaganda of the enemy
that somehow we are the ones responsible.”
He went on to say, “This terrorism is not
our fault. We didn’t cause it, and it is not
the consequence of foreign policy.” He’s
right. You do not create terrorism by fighting
terrorism. If that ever becomes the mindset
of the policymakers in Washington, it means
we'll go back to the old days of waiting to
be attacked and then respond. Our most im-
portant duty is to protect the American peo-
ple from a future attack, and the way to do
so is to stay on the offense against the terror-
ists.

Iraq is not the reason the terrorists are at
war against us. They are at war against us
because they hate everything America stands
for—and we stand for freedom. We stand for
people to worship freely. One of the great
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things about America is, youre equally
American if you're a Jew, a Muslim, a Chris-
tian, an agnostic, or an atheist. What a power-
ful statement to the world about the compas-
sion of the American people—that you’re
free to choose the religion you want in our
country. They can’t stand the thought that
people can go into the public square in
America and express their differences with
government. They can’t stand the thought
that the people get to decide the future of
our country by voting. Freedom bothers
them because their ideology is the opposite
of liberty; it is the opposite of freedom. And
they don't like it because we know they know
we stand in their way of their ambitions in
the Middle East, their ambitions to spread
their hateful ideology as a caliphate from
Spain to Indonesia.

We'll defeat the terrorists in Iraq. We'll
deny them the safe haven to replace the one
they lost in Afghanistan. We’re going to make
it harder for them to recruit a new generation
of terrorists. And we’re going to help the
Iraqgis build a free society, a hopeful country
that sends a powerful message across the
broader Middle East and serves with those
of us who believe in moderation and hope
as an ally in the war against these extremists.

We can have confidence in the outcome
of the war on terror because our Nation is
determined. We’ve done this kind of hard
work before, and we have succeeded. And
we can be confident because we've got in-
credible men and women who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform. I am constantly amazed at the
incredible courage that our fellow citizens
who wear the uniform show on a regular
basis.

I think of two Navy SEALs named Mat-
thew Axelson and Danny Dietz. In June of
2005, they were part of a SEAL team oper-
ating deep in the mountains of Afghanistan
on a mission to kill or capture a Taliban lead-
er. They were discovered, and they were
soon surrounded in a mountain ravine by 30
to 40 Taliban fighters. During the firefight
that ensued, Axelson urged an injured team-
mate to escape, and he provided cover before
suffering a mortal wound. Fighting nearby,
his partner, Dietz, was also mortally wound-
ed, but he stood his ground and kept firing
until finally—he finally died.
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Because of the courage of Petty Officers
Axelson and Dietz, their wounded teammate
made it out alive. For their heroism, these
two petty officers were awarded the Navy
Cross. But I want you to hear what Petty
Officer Dietz’s wife said about her husband
and his comrades in arms. She said, “Danny
and his brothers went toward evil and ran
forward and gave their last breath.”

We live in freedom because of the courage
of men like Matthew and Danny, and we will
honor their sacrifice by completing the mis-
sion. From Afghanistan and Iraq to Africa
and Southeast Asia, we are engaged in a
struggle against violent extremists—a strug-
gle which will help determine the destiny of
the civilized world. We’ve borne these re-
sponsibilities before, and we have seen our
faith in freedom vindicated by history. In this
young century, a new generation of Ameri-
cans is being called to defend liberty—and
once again the cause of liberty and peace will
prevail.

Thank you for coming. God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:36 a.m. at the
Wardman Park Marriott Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Capt. Michael P. Smith, USN
(Ret.), national president, Reserve Officers Asso-
ciation; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida
terrorist organization; Attorney General Abdul
Jabbar Sabbit of Afghanistan; and Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan

September 29, 2006

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
for coming. It's been my honor to welcome
the President of Kazakhstan back to the Oval
Office. He informed me that the first time
he was here was when my dad was the Presi-
dent. And I welcome you back.

We've just had a very important and inter-
esting discussion. We discussed our desire to
defeat extremism and our mutual desire to
support the forces of moderation throughout
the world. I thanked the President for his
contribution to helping a new democracy in
Iraq survive and thrive and grow.
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I thank very much the President for his
concerns about Afghanistan’s democracy and
his willingness to help in Afghanistan. We
talked about our mutual—our bilateral rela-
tions and our mutual desire to—for
Kazakhstan to join the WTO. We talked
about our commitment to institutions that
will enable liberty to flourish.

I have watched very carefully the develop-
ment of this important country from one that
was in the Soviet sphere to one that now is
a free nation. And I appreciate your leader-
ship, Mr. President. And I welcome you here
to the White House, and I'm looking forward
to buying you lunch. [Laughter]

President Nazarbayev. Thank you very
much, Mr. President, for hospitality and for
warm feelings that I feel in this country and
for the invitation. This is the third time that
I'm in the Oval room since the independence
of our country and as I am the President of
Kazakhstan. And Kazakh nation never had
experienced statehood before, and I had this
blessing of becoming the first President of
Kazakhstan, and the United States was the
country that supported our independence
and recognized it from the very first days.
Thus in economics, in energy partnership, in
policy, in war on terrorism, we've truly be-
come close partners.

And Kazakhstan today is very proud that
we have the highest rate of economic growth
in the world, and a lot of countries learn from
the experience of Kazakhstan today. But that
wouldn’t be possible if Taliban would not be
defeated in Afghanistan. And that war was
led by United States. And nobody in central
Asia will feel safe and peace if we’d be sur-
rounded by countries populated with ter-
rorist people, and if we’d be surrounded by
countries where some people crave to put
their hands on the nuclear weapons, which
Kazakhstan renounced in the past volun-
tarily, and thus contributed significantly to
global security.

The United States is the major investor,
foreign investor into Kazakhstan. One-third
of all foreign investments in Kazakhstan are
from United States. And after this meeting,
we'll publish the joint declaration, and you
will—in that declaration, you will read about
the details and what we have discussed and
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what we have achieved during these negotia-
tions.

And I'm here today to tell once again that
Kazakhstan is a friend of the United States,
because the United States is the country that
guaranteed stability and protection of
Kazakhstan when Kazakhstan renounced nu-
clear weapons, and we will continue to work
in all fields of our cooperation that exist
today.

President Bush. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President
Nazarbayev spoke in Russian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by the United States
and Kazakhstan

September 29, 2006

We express satisfaction with the progress
the United States and Kazakhstan have made
in advancing our strategic partnership, and
declare our commitment to a shared vision
of stability, prosperity, and democratic re-
form in Central Asia and the broader region.

We affirm our commitment to advancing
that vision through an increasingly dynamic
and varied partnership that advances our
global and regional objectives. We will deep-
en our cooperation in fighting international
terrorism and the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction. We will strengthen our
cooperation to enhance regional security and
economic integration and the reconstruction
of Afghanistan and Iraq. We will expand our
joint activities to ensure the development of
energy resources, while supporting economic
diversification and reform, market principles,
and the development of small- and medium-
size enterprises. We recognize that peaceful
democratization invests citizens in the future
of their nation. Developing democratic insti-
tutions is therefore the crucial condition of
long-term stability.

The United States and Kazakhstan reaf-
firm the importance of democratic develop-
ment, and are committed to accelerating
Kazakhstan’s efforts to strengthen represent-
ative institutions that further invest its citi-
zens in the political process, such as an inde-
pendent media, local self-government, and
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elections deemed free and fair by inter-
national standards. We note that our two gov-
ernments are signatories to international
human rights covenants and our common
membership in organizations whose goal is
to support democracy and human rights, in-
cluding the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe. The United States
supports efforts to promote democracy,
strengthen religious freedoms, and bolster
civil society in Kazakhstan. With the full par-
ticipation of all political parties and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, the United States
supports the activity of the State Commission
to develop a program of democratic reforms.
Kazakhstan supports the assistance of Amer-
ican and other international non-govern-
mental organizations promoting these objec-
tives and will take the necessary steps to fa-
cilitate their legal functioning.

The United States commends
Kazakhstan’s traditions of religious tolerance
and its efforts to promote inter-ethnic har-
mony and cooperation. We welcome the ini-
tiatives Kazakhstan has taken internationally
to promote mutual understanding and
strengthen religious freedoms, such as the
Congress of Leaders of World and Tradi-
tional Religions, as well as initiatives to pro-
mote peace, such as the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence-Building Meas-
ures in Asia. These initiatives bring important
contributions to inter-religious and inter-eth-
nic tolerance, as well as international security
and conflict resolution. We commit to deep-
ening our cooperation to help ensure mutual
understanding and security in the world.

The United States recognizes Kazakhstan’s
leadership and commends its efforts in pre-
venting the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, thus enhancing global security.
Kazakhstan was the first country to volun-
tarily renounce its nuclear weapons after the
break up of the former Soviet Union and also
closed its nuclear test site. This example re-
flects our shared commitment to threat re-
duction and nonproliferation remains a cor-
nerstone of our joint effort to ensure global
and regional security. We welcome new
agreements to blend down highly enriched
uranium in Kazakhstan and Kazakhstan’s
strong policy of strengthening the regime of
nuclear nonproliferation as concrete steps in
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support of the recently launched Global Ini-
tiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism.

The United States and Kazakhstan are
steadfast partners in the international war on
terrorism. The United States is grateful to
Kazakhstan for its unwavering commitment
to strengthening stability in Afghanistan and
Iraq. We commit to further strengthening
the excellent cooperation already achieved by
our two countries, and confirm the deter-
mination to strengthen our close cooperation
in the fight against international terrorism
and illegal trafficking in drugs, persons, and
dangerous weapons.

We commit to further cooperation be-
tween our armed forces in counterterrorism
and peacekeeping operations, both bilaterally
and through NATO’s Partnership for Peace
Program.

We commend our energy partnership
which has helped move Kazakhstan into the
ranks of the world’s leading reliable suppliers
of hydrocarbon reserves. The United States
welcomes Kazakhstan’s recent accession to
the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline which has
made a valuable contribution to this impor-
tant multilateral project. Our energy partner-
ship will promote the participation of U.S.
companies in exploring the reserves of
Kazakhstan, as well as in the development
of nuclear energy. Our nations pledge to en-
hance common efforts to expand global en-
ergy supplies and will seek new means to de-
liver those resources to the international
market.

We share a commitment to economic di-
versification across a range of industries and
sectors. Recognizing Kazakhstan’s macro-
economic reforms and impressive economic
successes, the United States will continue to
assist in Kazakhstan’s transformation into a
strong, economically developed country.
Both sides view liberalization and diversifica-
tion of the economy as a key to sustained
growth. The United States supports
Kazakhstan’s plan to join the world’s fifty
most competitive nations consistent with the
strategy outlined by President Nursultan
Nazarbayev. Strengthening the rule of law,
taking steps to improve Kazakhstan’s invest-
ment climate, and reducing business risk will
contribute to that shared goal. We pledge our
support for efforts under the Extractive In-
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dustries Transparency Initiative (EITI) to en-
sure that companies in the petroleum and
mining industries observe international
standards of transparency and accountability.

The United States supports Kazakhstan’s
membership in the World Trade Organiza-
tion, and welcomes Kazakhstan’s efforts to
prepare for membership, recognizing that a
market access agreement will enhance free
trade and contribute to the continuing mod-
ernization of Kazakhstan’s economy. The
United States will send a team of experts to
Kazakhstan in the coming months to con-
tinue this joint work. Both sides pledge to
facilitate Kazakhstan’s graduation under the
Jackson-Vanik Amendment.

In order to strengthen friendship between
our peoples, we intend to expand our cultural
and humanitarian cooperation, including ex-
changes of students. We also intend to
strengthen scientific and technical coopera-
tion between researchers and students at uni-
versities, research institutes, and in the pri-
vate sector.

The United States supports Kazakhstan’s
leadership in regional integration efforts in-
cluding its significant investment throughout
Eurasia and in Afghanistan. We declare our
common commitment to strengthen the
independence, sovereignty and security of,
and to develop democratic institutions in, the
countries of the region, ensuring their sus-
tainable development and prosperity. We
pledge to support legal trade by improving
border crossings and customs procedures,
the implementation of transportation and in-
frastructure projects, and the use of cross-
border resources.

Confirming our commitment to this
shared view to implementing the agreements
achieved today, we declare our intention to
further strengthen our strategic partnership
through enhanced strategic dialogues on en-
ergy, military cooperation, trade and invest-
ment, and democratization. We express firm
confidence that an enhanced strategic part-
nership between our countries will promote
security and prosperity and foster democracy
in the 21st Century.

NOTE: An original was mnot available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Statement on Congressional Action
on the “Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2007

September 29, 2006

I applaud Congress for passing legislation
that will provide our men and women in uni-
form with the necessary resources to protect
our country and win the war on terror. As
our troops risk their lives to fight terrorism,
this bill will ensure they are prepared to de-
feat today’s enemies and address tomorrow’s
threats. I look forward to signing this bill into
law.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5631.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals as members of
a delegation to Beirut, Lebanon, to visit areas
affected by recent conflict and to meet with
Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon and
business leaders to discuss rebuilding prior-
ities: Dina Powell (head of delegation); Jef-
frey Feltman; John T. Chambers; Yousif
Ghafari; and Ray Irani.

September 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to New
York City, where, upon arrival, he met with
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Katie
Hustead. He then traveled to Riverside, CT.

In the afternoon, at a private residence,
the President attended a Connecticut Re-
publican Party luncheon. Later, he traveled
to Cincinnati, OH, where, upon arrival, he
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
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Robert “Kent” Wellington II. Later, he
toured Meyer Tool, Inc.

In the evening, at a private residence, the
President attended a reception for senatorial
candidate Michael DeWine. Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals as members of
a Presidential delegation to Budapest, Hun-
gary, to attend the 50th anniversary of the
Hungarian Revolution on October 23:
George E. Pataki (head of delegation); April
H. Foley; Peter K. Gogolak; and Steven F.
Udvar-Hazy.

September 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

Also in the morning, the President had a
telephone conversation with President Ali
Abdallah Salih of Yemen.

In the afternoon, in Room 350 of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building, the President participated in a sign-
ing ceremony for Public Law 109-283, the
United States-Oman Free Trade Agreement
Implementation Act. Later, he met with Re-
publican congressional leaders to discuss leg-
islative priorities.

In the evening, at a private residence, the
President attended a reception for Iowa, Ar-
kansas, and Wisconsin congressional can-
didates.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kevin M. Kolevar to be Assistant
Secretary of Energy (Electricity Delivery and
Energy Reliability).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jane C. Luxton to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmos-
phere.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Phillip L. Swagel to be Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury (Economic Policy).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thurgood Marshall, Jr., to be a
Governor of the Board of Governors of the
U.S. Postal Service.

The President announced that he has
named Tony Fratto as Deputy Assistant to
the President and Deputy Press Secretary.
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September 27

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe of Japan to discuss Japan-U.S.
relations and to congratulate him on his Sep-
tember 26 election victory. Later, he had an
intelligence briefing. He then met with Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice.

Later, in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Memphis, TN, where, upon arrival,
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
Linda Smith.

In the afternoon, at a private residence,
the President attended a luncheon for sen-
atorial candidate Bob Corker. Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had a working dinner
with Vice President Dick Cheney, Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice, National Security
Adviser Stephen ]. Hadley, President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan, and President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan.

September 28

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Hoo-
ver, AL, where, at the Hoover Public Safety
Center, he participated in a briefing on en-
ergy. He then participated in an interview
with the Wall Street Journal.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Birmingham, AL, where, upon arrival, he
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
Heather Shufelt. Later, he traveled to Co-
lumbus, OH, where, upon arrival, he met
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Eva
Bradshaw. He then traveled to New Albany,
OH.

In the evening, at a private residence, the
President attended a reception for congres-
sional candidate Deborah Pryce. He then re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Ivo
Sanader of Croatia to the White House on
October 17.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dana Gioia to be Chairperson of
the National Endowment for the Arts.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eric D. Eberhard to be a member
of the Board of Trustees of the Morris K.
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Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National
Environmental Policy Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Advisory Commission on Drug-Free
Communities: Catherine Thatcher Brunson
(Public); Dennis Griffith (National Sub-
stance Abuse Reduction Organization); Steve
Moak (National Substance Abuse Reduction
Organization); and Janet R. Wood (State
Substance Abuse Reduction Organization).

September 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President participated in separate signing
ceremonies for S. 418, the Military Personnel
Financial Services Protection Act, and S.
3850, the Credit Rating Agency Reform Act
of 2006.

In the evening, at the Library of Congress,
the President and Mrs. Bush attended the
2006 National Book Festival Gala and din-
ner. Later, he traveled to Camp David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert F. Hoyt to be General
Counsel for the Department of the Treasury.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted September 26

Kevin M. Kolevar,

of Michigan, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Electricity Delivery and Energy Re-
liability), vice John S. Shaw, resigned.

Jane C. Luxton,

of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere, vice
James R. Mahoney.

Thurgood Marshall, Jr.,

of Virginia, to be a Governor of the U.S. Post-
al Service for a term expiring December 8,
2011, vice Ned R. McWherter, term expired.
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Phillip L. Swagel,

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury, vice Mark J. Warshawsky, re-
signed.

Submitted September 28

Michele A. Davis,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury, vice Antonio Fratto.

Eric D. Eberhard,

of Washington, to be a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental Policy Foundation for a term expiring
October 6, 2012, vice Malcolm B. Bowekaty,
term expiring.

Dana Gioia,

of California, to be Chairperson of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts for a term
of 4 years (reappointment).

Submitted September 29

John Roberts Hackman,

of Virginia, to be U.S. Marshal for the East-
ern District of Virginia for the term of 4
years, vice John Francis Clark.

Robert F. Hoyt,

of Maryland, to be General Counsel for the
Department of the Treasury, vice Arnold I.
Havens, resigned.

William Lindsay Osteen, Jr.,

of North Carolina, to be U.S. District Judge
for the Middle District of North Carolina,
vice William L. Osteen, Sr., retired.

Martin Karl Reidinger,

of North Carolina, to be U.S. District Judge
for the Western District of North Carolina,
vice Graham C. Mullen, retired.

Thomas D. Schroeder,

of North Carolina, to be U.S. District Judge
for the Middle District of North Carolina,
vice Frank W. Bullock, Jr., retired.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released September 25

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Released September 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant to
the President for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism Frances Fragos Townsend

Fact sheet: Achieving Greater Transparency
and Accountability in Government

Released September 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s dinner with President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan and President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 866, H.R.
2808, S. 1773, and S. 2784

Released September 28

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister Sanader of Croatia to Wash-
ington

Released September 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow

Statements by the Press Secretary announc-
ing that the President signed S. 3525, S.
3850, and S. 418

Fact sheet: Afghanistan and Pakistan: Strong
Allies in the War on Terror
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved September 26

S. 2590 / Public Law 109-282
Federal Funding Accountability and Trans-
parency Act of 2006

H.R. 5684 / Public Law 109-283
United States-Oman Free Trade Agreement
Implementation Act

Approved September 27

H.R. 866 / Public Law 109-284
To make technical corrections to the United
States Code

H.R. 2808 / Public Law 109-285
Abraham Lincoln Commemorative Coin Act

S. 1773 / Public Law 109-286
Pueblo de San Ildefonso Claims Settlement
Act of 2005
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S. 2784 / Public Law 109-287
Fourteenth Dalai Lama Congressional Gold
Medal Act

Approved September 28

S. 3525 / Public Law 109-288
Child and Family Services Improvement Act
of 2006

Approved September 29

H.R. 5631 / Public Law 109-289
Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
2007

S. 418 / Public Law 109-290
Military Personnel Financial Services Protec-

tion Act

S. 3850 / Public Law 109-291
Credit Rating Agency Reform Act of 2006
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