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Bob Martinez, State chair, Colorado Republican 
Party; pro football Hall of Famer John Elway; 
Bruce Benson, chair and president, Benson Min-
eral Group, Inc.; and former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Proclamation 8063—Leif Erikson 
Day, 2006 
October 4, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Leif Erikson Day honors a great son of 

Iceland and grandson of Norway who be-
came one of the first Europeans known to 
reach North America. This day is also an op-
portunity to celebrate the generations of 
Nordic Americans who have contributed to 
our country and strengthened the ties that 
forever bind the United States with Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Swe-
den. 

Like the crew of risk takers that Leif 
Erikson boldly led on a quest to find new 
lands, Americans have always valued the 
ideals of exploration and discovery. A desire 
to seek and understand inspired their voyage 
more than a millennium ago, and it remains 
a central part of our national character as a 
new generation pursues great new goals 
today. Nordic Americans continue to make 
valuable contributions to our society that 
have expanded human knowledge and 
helped make our world a better place. 

To honor Leif Erikson and to celebrate 
our citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the 
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88– 
566) approved on September 2, 1964, has au-
thorized the President to proclaim October 
9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2006, as Leif 
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our 
rich Nordic-American heritage. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 

the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 10. 

Remarks at the Department of 
Education 
October 5, 2006 

I want to thank Secretary Spellings and her 
fine team for welcoming me here to the De-
partment of Education. I have just reassured 
the Secretary and the folks who work here 
that the reauthorization of the No Child Left 
Behind Act is a priority of this administration. 
And the reason I say it’s a priority is because 
this act is working. We strongly believe in 
setting high standards for all students, and 
we strongly believe that in order to make sure 
those standards are met, we must measure 
to determine whether or not the schools are 
functioning the way we expect them to func-
tion and the way the parents expect them 
to function and the way the taxpayers expect 
them to function. 

No Child Left Behind is working, and 
we’ve been strategizing here as to how to 
make sure we not only defend it during the 
reauthorization process but how we strength-
en the law. 

And so I want to thank you all for your 
work. I particularly want to thank the teach-
ers and principals who have taken the No 
Child Left Behind Act and have imple-
mented it and have seen the dramatic results 
that can be achieved by rigorous academics 
and strong curriculum and hard work in the 
classroom. 

The most important function of Govern-
ment at home is to make sure that a child 
receives an excellent education, and that’s 
particularly important in a world that is be-
coming more globalized. I’m optimistic we 
can achieve our objectives. I know this law 
is working, and I look forward to working 
with Congress in the next legislative session 
to reauthorize and strengthen the No Child 
Left Behind Act. 
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