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1907 

Week Ending Friday, November 3, 2006 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 28, 2006 

Good morning. Election day is around the 
corner, and one of the biggest issues at stake 
in this campaign is your taxes. Here is my 
philosophy: I believe that our economy grows 
and the American Dream reaches more citi-
zens when you keep more of what you earn. 
With more money in your pocket, it is easier 
for families to afford a good education, it is 
easier for young people to afford the down-
payment on a home of their own, and it’s 
easier for small-business owners to go out 
and invest and create jobs. 

So my administration and the Republican 
Congress enacted the largest tax relief since 
Ronald Reagan was in the White House. We 
cut taxes for every American who pays in-
come taxes. We doubled the child tax credit. 
We reduced the marriage penalty. We cut 
taxes on small business. We cut taxes on cap-
ital gains and dividends to promote invest-
ment and jobs. And to reward family busi-
nesses and farmers for a lifetime of hard work 
and savings, we put the death tax on the path 
to extinction. 

Now the results of these tax cuts are in. 
The tax cuts we passed have left more than 
a trillion dollars in the hands of American 
workers, families, and small businesses, and 
you have used that money to fuel a strong 
and growing economy. Last year, our econ-
omy grew faster than any other major indus-
trialized nation. This week, we learned that 
our economy grew by 1.6 percent during the 
third quarter of this year. As we expected, 
this rate is slower than in previous quarters. 
Yet the evidence still points to a vibrant econ-
omy that is providing more jobs and better 
wages for our workers, and helping reduce 
the Federal deficit. 

Since August 2003, the American economy 
has created more than 6.6 million new jobs, 
including over 1.7 million jobs in the past 
12 months alone. Real take-home wages are 

up by 2.2 percent over the past year, which 
means an extra $1,300 for the typical family 
of four with two wage earners. And the eco-
nomic growth spurred by tax cuts has helped 
reduce the deficit. Tax revenues have soared 
as the economy has grown, allowing us to 
meet our goal of cutting the Federal deficit 
in half—3 years ahead of schedule. 

All these signs point to one conclusion: 
Cutting your taxes worked. Unfortunately, 
the Democrats are still determined to raise 
your taxes, and if they gain control of the 
Congress, they can do so without lifting a 
finger. Under current law, many of the tax 
cuts we passed have to be renewed by Con-
gress, or they will expire. In other words, if 
Congress fails to act, your taxes will automati-
cally go up. If Democrats take control of the 
House, the committee in charge of all tax 
legislation would be chaired by a Democrat 
who recently said he cannot think of one of 
our tax cuts that he would extend. And if 
there’s no legislation to renew and extend the 
tax cuts, every tax rate will go back up to 
its old, higher level. 

Take just one example: If Democrats have 
their way, the child tax credit will be cut in 
half—from $1,000 per child to just $500 per 
child. And think of what that means for your 
family. Next time you’re having dinner at 
home, look around the table and multiply the 
number of children you have by $500. That’s 
how much more you will be sending to Wash-
ington in taxes if Democrats take control of 
the Congress. If you have two children, that 
is an extra $1,000 the Democrats will add 
to your tax bill every year. If you have three 
children, that’s an extra $1,500. If you have 
four children, that’s an extra $2,000. That 
may not seem like a lot to Democrats in 
Washington, but for working families across 
America, that is real money. 

The decision you make on election day will 
have a direct impact on America’s economy 
and on your family budget. So this coming 
week I’ll be traveling across America, and I’ll 
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be carrying this message: Whether you’re a 
worker earning a paycheck, or a small-busi-
ness owner who’s thinking about hiring more 
workers, or a family worried about gas prices 
or health care costs, the last thing you need 
now is a higher tax bill. To keep this economy 
growing and delivering prosperity to more 
Americans, we need leaders in Washington 
who understand the importance of letting 
you keep more of your money, and making 
the tax relief we delivered permanent. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
October 27 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 28. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 27 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks at an Indiana Victory 2006 
Rally in Sellersburg, Indiana 
October 28, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
for your warm welcome. I appreciate being 
here. You know, recently the First Lady was 
here. She told me there’s no finer day to 
spend a Saturday than in southern Indiana. 
She also told me there’s no finer Congress-
man for the people of this district than Mike 
Sodrel. As usual, Laura is right. Mike Sodrel 
needs to be sent back to the United States 
Congress. 

As a member of the Indiana National 
Guard, he has served our country in uniform, 
and as a Congressman, he is a strong sup-
porter of the United States military. Mike 
Sodrel supports the veterans. 

I think it’s good to have a man rep-
resenting you who knows what it means to 
build a company from the bottom up, some-
body who knows what it means to meet a 
payroll, somebody who brings fiscal dis-
cipline to the Nation’s Capital. As a father 
and a grandfather, Mike Sodrel understands 
Indiana values, and he’s standing up for those 
values in Washington, DC. 

The stakes are high in this election. Your 
vote will have an impact not only on your 
lives here but a impact that will help deter-

mine the course of this Nation. I want to 
thank you for supporting this good man. The 
election of Mike Sodrel is important for the 
United States of America. 

Laura sends her love. Sodrel told me com-
ing over—he said, ‘‘The event with Laura was 
so great, we felt like asking you to stay at 
home and bring her back.’’ [Laughter] I ap-
preciate being with Keta—Keta Sodrel. I ap-
preciate being with all the Sodrel children 
and the grandchildren. These are people who 
put family first, and that’s important. 

I want to thank all the statewide elected 
officials who are here today. Thank you for 
coming. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. I want to thank all the 
grassroots activists who are here today. I 
thank you for putting up the signs. I thank 
you for making the phone calls. I thank you 
do the work—I thank you for, in advance, 
what you’re going to do in the next week, 
and that’s send this good man back to the 
United States Congress. 

Election day is 10 days away, and we’re 
going to sprint to the finish line. I understand 
you’ve probably been paying attention to the 
pundits in Washington, DC. They think the 
election is already over. As a matter of fact, 
some of them in Washington are already 
measuring the drapes for their new offices. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. In other words, they’re 

taking your vote for granted. 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. This isn’t the first time 

that’s happened. You might remember, back 
in 2004, they were picking out new offices 
in the West Wing. [Laughter] Things turned 
out a little differently on election day. The 
movers never got the phone call. This No-
vember 7th, voters are going to defy all the 
pundits in Washington, DC, and send this 
good man back to the United States Con-
gress. We will control the House of Rep-
resentatives, and we will control the United 
States Senate. We will win this election be-
cause we’ve got good, strong candidates like 
Mike Sodrel, and we will win this election 
because we got a record to run on. 

For decades, our public schools failed too 
many students. We passed the No Child Left 
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Behind Act. We demanded high standards 
and strong accountability, and we are bring-
ing America closer to the day when every 
single child in this country gets a good edu-
cation. 

For decades, we’ve been growing depend-
ent on foreign oil. So we took the lead. We 
passed an energy bill that supports conserva-
tion and expands domestic production. But 
we’re also spending money to make sure that 
Indiana farmers produce the fuel for our cars 
in the future. Mike and I understand this: 
When the agricultural economy is strong, 
that’s good for the United States of America. 

For decades, Medicare was outdated. It 
wasn’t serving our seniors as well as it could. 
So we passed landmark legislation to mod-
ernize the Medicare system. Now 33 million 
seniors have more choices and access to af-
fordable goods, and the days of our poor sen-
iors having to choose between food and med-
icine are over. 

For decades, we have not had complete 
control over our southern border, and illegal 
immigration has been on the rise. So we have 
acted. I sent National Guard troops down 
there to help our Border Patrol. We’re add-
ing thousands of new Border Patrol. We will 
reform our immigration system, and we will 
uphold the immigration laws of the United 
States. 

Activist judges try to define America by 
court order. Just this week in New Jer-
sey—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. ——another activist court 

issued a ruling that raises doubt about the 
institution of marriage. We believe that mar-
riage is the union between a man and a 
woman, and should be defended. I will con-
tinue to appoint judges who strictly interpret 
the law and not legislate from the bench. 
America is better off because John Roberts 
and Sam Alito are serving on the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

We have a record to run on. And I appre-
ciate Mike Sodrel’s support on these impor-
tant issues. There are big differences in 
Washington, DC, between Republicans and 
Democrats, and when it comes—and per-
haps the biggest differences can be seen in 
two issues: Which party will keep your taxes 
low and keep this economy growing, and 

which party will take the necessary steps to 
protect you from the terrorists? 

Let me start with taxes. We have a clear 
philosophy; we believe that you know how 
to spend your money far better than the Fed-
eral Government does. We believe that when 
you have more money in your pocket to save, 
invest, or spend, the economy benefits. The 
Democrats believe they should raise your 
taxes so they can spend your money. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We not only have a philos-

ophy, we acted on that philosophy. We 
passed the largest tax relief since Ronald 
Reagan was the President of the United 
States. We cut the taxes on everyone who 
pays income taxes. We doubled the child tax 
credit. We reduced the marriage penalty. We 
cut taxes on small businesses. We cut taxes 
on capital gains and dividends to encourage 
investment. And to reward hard work and 
small-business owners and farmers for a life-
time of work, we put the death tax on the 
road to extinction. 

You might remember the debate. The 
Democrats in Washington predicted the tax 
cuts wouldn’t create jobs, would not create 
wages, and would cause the Federal deficit 
to explode. Truth is, the facts are in. The 
tax cuts have led to a growing economy that 
has added 6.6 million new jobs since August 
of 2003. Real wages have risen 2.2 percent 
over the past 12 months. We have cut the 
deficit in half 3 years ahead of schedule. 

And now the Democrats in Washington 
have another prediction—they’re telling you 
they’re going win on election day. If their 
electoral predictions are as reliable as their 
economic predictions, November 7th is going 
to be a great day for the Republican Party. 

They don’t really want you to know their 
position when it comes to taxes. They really 
don’t want you to know that they’re going 
to raise up your taxes. As a matter of fact, 
the Member from California, the ranking 
leader, the minority leader in the House, who 
wants to be the Speaker—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Here’s what she said the 

other day. She said, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ 
That’s what she said. Given her record, she 
must be a secret admirer. [Laughter] She and 
her party voted against reducing the marriage 
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penalty, voted against cutting taxes on small 
businesses, voting against lowering taxes on 
families with children, voted against getting 
rid of the death tax. Time and time again, 
when she and the Democrat Party had an 
opportunity to show their love for tax cuts, 
they voted no. If this is the Democrats’ idea 
of love, I wouldn’t want to see what hate 
looks like. [Laughter] 

See, here’s the way it’s going to work. If 
we don’t make permanent the tax cuts or if 
the tax cuts are not extended, you’re going 
to get a tax increase. And so they asked the 
man who would be head of the Ways and 
Means Committee if we don’t win—we will 
win—he said he can’t think of one of the 
tax cuts he would extend. See, in other words, 
he’s going to let them all expire. Now, think 
about what that means if you are a small- 
business owner—and we’ve got a lot of small- 
business owners here in southern Indiana. If 
you’re a small-business owner who pays taxes 
at the individual rate, the Democrats are 
going to raise your taxes. If you’re a small- 
business owner who wants to expand and in-
vest in new equipment, the Democrats are 
going to raise your taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. If you’re a small-business 

owner who wants to pass on your life’s work 
to your children and grandchildren, the 
Democrats want to raise your taxes. If you’re 
a small-business owner, you better vote for 
Mike Sodrel to make sure your taxes stay low. 

When a Democrat can’t—say they can’t 
think of one of the tax cuts they would ex-
tend, I want you to think about what it means 
for our families. The child tax credit would 
be cut in half from $1,000 to $500. So when 
you’re sitting around the dinner table this 
evening, and if you’ve got one child sitting 
there, you can rest assured that your taxes, 
if the Democrats take over, will go up by 
500. If you happen to have two children, 
that’s $1,000 tax increase. If you have four 
children, that’s a $2,000 tax increase. That 
may not seem like a lot to the Democrats 
in Washington, DC, but we understand it’s 
a lot for you, and we’re going to keep your 
taxes low. 

They want to get in your pocketbook, and 
we’re not going to let them. A big issue in 
this campaign is taxes. The Democrats will 

raise your taxes, and the Republicans will 
keep your taxes low. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. When people look back 
at this period of time, the question will be, 
did we do everything in our power to protect 
the American people and win the war on ter-
ror? And we are in a war. It came to our 
shores on September the 11th, 2001. And on 
that day, I vowed to use every element of 
national power to defend the American peo-
ple and to defeat the terrorists. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. We face an enemy that— 
which is brutal. There is no negotiation with 
these people. These are ideologues who have 
a backward and hateful vision of the world. 
They do not believe in freedom. They hate 
America because we do believe in freedom. 
For those who say, ‘‘Bring them at the table 
to discuss our differences,’’ they do not un-
derstand the nature of these people. The best 
way to protect the American people is to 
bring them to justice before they hurt us 
again. 

We have been implementing a strategy to 
protect you. You know, the enemy can be 
right one time, and we must be right 100 
percent of the time to protect the American 
people. And that is why I said that we must 
break down walls that prevent the intel-
ligence community and enforcement com-
munity from sharing information. And so, 
working with Members in Congress like 
Mike Sodrel, we passed the PATRIOT Act. 

I understand this is a different kind of war. 
For you World War II vets here, this is not 
a war that can be determined by how many 
airplanes we shoot down or what kind of ter-
ritory we take. It’s a different kind of war. 
And it means good intelligence; in order to 
be able to protect you, we must know what 
the enemy is thinking and getting ready to 
do. That’s why when Al Qaida or an Al Qaida 
affiliate is making a phone call from outside 
the United States to inside the United States, 
we want to know why. 

In this new kind of war, we must be willing 
to question the enemy when we pick them 
up on the battlefield. We have captured peo-
ple like Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who our 
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intelligence community thinks was the mas-
termind of the September the 11th attacks. 
When we captured him, I said to the Central 
Intelligence Agency, ‘‘Why don’t we find out 
what he knows in order to be able to protect 
America from another attack.’’ 

In the past year, Congress has voted on 
each of these critical tools in the fight against 
terror, and these votes have revealed a clear 
pattern and a clear difference of opinion. 
When it came time to renew the PATRIOT 
Act, more than 75 percent of the House 
Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When it came time on 

whether to allow the Central Intelligence 
Agency to continue to detain and question 
terrorists, almost 80 percent of the House 
Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When it came time to vote 

on whether the NSA should continue to 
monitor terrorist communications through 
the terrorist surveillance program, almost 90 
percent of House Democrats voted against 
it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. In all these vital measures 

for fighting the war on terror, the Democrats 
in Washington follow a simple philosophy: 
Just say no. When it comes to listening in 
on the terrorists, what’s the Democratic an-
swer? Just say no. When it comes to detaining 
terrorists, what’s the Democrat answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to ques-

tioning terrorists, what’s the Democrat an-
swer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to trying 

terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ answer? 
Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. So when the Democrats 

ask for your vote on November the 7th, what 
are you going to say? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. Here are some questions 

we’re asking all around the country: Do you 
want your Government to listen in on the 
terrorists? 

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. Do you want your Gov-

ernment to detain the terrorists? 

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. Do you want your Gov-

ernment to question the terrorists? 
Audience members. Yes! 
The President. Do you want your Gov-

ernment to do whatever it takes to bring jus-
tice to the terrorists? 

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. And so when Republicans 

ask for your vote on November 7, what’s your 
answer? 

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. We will continue to make 

sure our professionals have the tools nec-
essary to protect you. And I want to thank 
Mike Sodrel for his strong support for our 
professionals on the frontline of protecting 
the American people. But the best way to 
protect you is to go on the offense and defeat 
the enemy overseas so we do not have to 
face them here. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is that when we see a threat, we must take 
it seriously before that threat comes home 
to hurt us. I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein; 
members of both political parties in Congress 
saw a threat in Saddam Hussein; the United 
Nations saw the threat in Saddam Hussein. 
Getting rid of Saddam Hussein was the right 
policy; the world is better off for it. 

And now Iraq is a central front in this war 
against the terrorists. You know, in Wash-
ington, DC—— 

Audience member. You’re the man, 
George! 

The President. I want you to listen to the 
words of a senior Democrat in the House 
of Representatives. The person went on to 
say, ‘‘The President says that fighting them 
there makes it less likely we will have to fight 
them here. The opposite is true’’—the per-
son went on to say—‘‘Because we’re fighting 
them there, it may become more likely we 
will have to fight them here.’’ 

Here’s what that person does not under-
stand: You do not create terrorism by fighting 
the terrorists, and Iraq is not the reason the 
terrorists are at war against us. I would re-
mind that Democrat that our troops were not 
in Iraq when the terrorists first attacked the 
World Trade Center in 1993. We were not 
in Iraq when they blew up our Embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania. We were not in Iraq 
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when they blew up the USS Cole. And we 
were not in Iraq when they killed nearly 
3,000 of our citizens on September the 11th. 

Five years after September the 11th, too 
many Democrats still do not get it. The best 
way to protect this homeland is to find the 
enemy and defeat them overseas. Oh, I know 
you’ve heard all the discussion about Iraq. 
They say—in Washington, the Democrats 
say, it’s not a part of the war against the ter-
rorists; it’s a distraction. Well, don’t take my 
word for it—listen to Usama bin Laden. He 
has made it clear that Iraq is a central part 
of this war on terror. He and his number- 
two man, Zawahiri, have made it abundantly 
clear that their goal is to inflict enough dam-
age on innocent life and damage on our own 
troops so that we leave before the job is done. 
And why do they want to do that? They want 
to establish safe haven, like the safe haven 
they had in Afghanistan, from which to 
launch further attacks on the United States 
of America. They want to have a base from 
which to topple moderate governments. 

Imagine a world in which violent radicals 
have seized power in the Middle East and 
they’ve toppled moderate governments and 
they use oil to extract blackmail from the 
West. And couple that with an armed, nu-
clear Iran, and 30 years from now people are 
going to look back and say, ‘‘What happened 
to them in 2006? How come they couldn’t 
see the danger?’’ And that is why we will 
defeat the enemy in Iraq. 

We have a plan for victory. Our goal is 
a country that can sustain itself, govern itself, 
and defend itself and will be an ally in the 
war on terror. The enemy’s goal is to get us 
to retreat before the job is done. I’m in close 
contact with our commanders. I tell them, 
‘‘Whatever it takes to achieve victory, I sup-
port.’’ They tell me that they’re constantly 
adjusting their tactics to meet an enemy 
which is changing its tactics. Oh, the fighting 
is tough; I understand that. And it is brutal. 
The enemy has an advantage because they’re 
willing to kill innocent people, and that gets 
on our TV screens. It’s hard to measure the 
progress of a new hospital or new schools 
or people willing to be brave and tough. The 
enemy understands that it’s a matter of time, 
in their mind, before we retreat. But they 
don’t understand the American people, and 

they don’t understand this administration. 
We will put a plan in place. 

I can’t tell you how proud I am to be the 
Commander in Chief of such incredibly 
brave men and women who have volunteered 
to wear the uniform of the United States. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. And when it comes time— 
and when they send those bills up there to 
support our men and women in uniform, I 
don’t have any doubt where Mike Sodrel is 
going to land. He is a strong supporter of 
the military. He knows what I know: Any 
time you have an American in harm’s way, 
he or she deserves the full support of the 
American Government. 

We’ve got a strong asset in our military. 
We’ve got something else going for us in 
Iraq, brave Iraqis. They have suffered unbe-
lievable violence. But they remember the 12 
million people that voted. They want to suc-
ceed. We’ve got a security track so that these 
Iraqis can defend themselves. We’ve got a 
political track so that the Government is of 
and by and for the people. We’ve got an eco-
nomic track to help them realize the vast po-
tential of that country. We’ll succeed. The 
only way we will not succeed is if we leave 
before the job is done. 

And all the people listening here, I want 
you to think about the Democrat plan for 
success: There isn’t one. [Laughter] Iraq is 
the central front in this war, and yet leading 
Democrats argue we should pull out right 
now. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Others suggest we should 

draw—withdraw on a specific date, even if 
we have not accomplished the mission. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. Others recommend mov-

ing our troops to an island some 5,000 miles 
away. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Nineteen House Demo-

crats introduced legislation that would cut off 
funds for our troops in Iraq. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. This week, one Democrat 

Senator explained her party’s position this 
way: ‘‘We haven’t coalesced around a single 
plan, but we’re in general agreement on the 
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basic principles.’’ She’s right. They are in 
agreement on one thing: They will leave be-
fore the job is done. And we will not let them. 

I’m not saying these people are unpatri-
otic; I’m saying they’re wrong. You cannot 
win a war if you’re unwilling to fight the war. 
Retreat before the job was done would em-
bolden the enemy. It would provide new safe 
haven. It would enable the enemy to recruit. 
It would dash the hope of millions who want 
to simply live in peace. It would dishonor 
the sacrifice of the men and women who 
have worn the uniform of the United States 
of America. 

This is a different kind of war, and it’s im-
portant for Republicans and Democrats and 
independents to understand this fact: If we 
were to leave before the job was done, the 
enemy would follow us to the United States. 
And that is why victory is our goal, and that 
is why we will achieve victory. A victory will 
be a blow to the terrorists. A victory will say 
to those in the Middle East—‘‘Do you be-
lieve in freedom?’’—that we do. A victory will 
make Iraq an ally on the war on terror. A 
victory in Iraq will make generations of 
young Americans more secure. And that is 
why we will stay, we will fight, and we will 
win. 

I want to share a story with you. I want 
to share—if you can stand it, I want to share 
a story with you. I want to talk about some-
thing really powerful that we’ve got at our 
disposal. It’s called liberty. I don’t know if 
you remember, but recently I flew down to 
Elvis’s place with the then-sitting Prime Min-
ister of Japan. People said, ‘‘Why did you go 
down there?’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, one, I’ve 
never been there.’’ [Laughter] Secondly, he 
wanted to go there. [Laughter] 

But I also want to tell a story about the 
power of liberty, and here it is. In the late 
1940s, we got attacked. And by the way, more 
people died on September the 11th than died 
at Pearl Harbor. And a lot of young Ameri-
cans—many of them probably your rel-
atives—volunteered to fight the sworn 
enemy, the Japanese. One of them was Navy 
fighter pilot George H.W. Bush, who at the 
age—[applause]. And he fought them with 
all he had, just like a lot of other brave Amer-
icans. Thousands and thousands didn’t come 
home from that war. 

And yet on Air Force One was the Prime 
Minister of the former enemy and this Navy 
fighter pilot’s son talking about peace. We 
were talking about the fact that 1,000 Japa-
nese troops were in Iraq helping this young 
democracy. See, the Prime Minister knows 
what I know; that the radicals and extremists 
want to overturn democracy; they want to 
spread their vision across what’s called a ca-
liphate, a vision opposite of what we believe. 
That’s their ambitions. That’s their goals. And 
yet, when we find young democracies, those 
of us who live in freedom have a duty to 
support that democracy because democracies 
yield the peace. 

We talked about North Korea, how we 
could work together to convince the leader 
of North Korea to give up his nuclear weap-
ons ambitions. We talked about HIV/AIDS 
on the continent of Africa, and how ‘‘to 
whom much is given, much is required’’ 
ought to apply to the United States and 
Japan, and how we must end the suffering 
of those poor people on the continent of Afri-
ca. We talked about a lot of big issues. 

But I find it interesting that my dad fought 
the Japanese, and his son is talking about the 
peace with the Japanese. Something hap-
pened, and what happened is, Japan adopted 
a Japanese-style democracy. And the lesson 
for our fellow citizens is, liberty has got the 
capacity to transform enemies into allies. 
Liberty has got the capacity to transform re-
gions of hate to regions of hope. I firmly be-
lieve that someday, an American President 
will be sitting down with duly elected leaders 
in the Middle East talking about the peace, 
and a generation of Americans will be better 
off. 

These are historic times. These are chal-
lenging times. It is such an honor to rep-
resent the United States of America during 
these historic times. I ask you to go from 
here and to call up your friends and neigh-
bors, find our fellow Republicans, discerning 
Democrats—[laughter]—intelligence inde-
pendents—[laughter]—and remind them of 
the stakes, remind them that the outcome 
of this election will determine how much 
money you have in your pocket. And remind 
them the outcome of this election will deter-
mine whether this Government does its most 
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fundamental job, and that is to protect the 
American people. 

No doubt in my mind, with your help, we 
will win. Thanks for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at Silver 
Creek High School. In his remarks, he referred 
to Keta Sodrel, wife of Representative Mike 
Sodrel; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Usama bin Laden, leader, and Ayman Al- 
Zawahiri, senior associate, Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; former Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of 
North Korea. 

Remarks at Charleston Air Force 
Base, South Carolina 
October 28, 2006 

Thank you all very much. You know, I was 
in the neighborhood and thought I’d stop by 
to say hello here at Team Charleston. I am 
proud to be here with the men and women 
of the 437th and the 315th Air Wings. Yes— 
I’m proud to be with members of the United 
States Air Force and the United States 
Navy—proud to be with the rest of you, too. 
[Laughter] 

Laura sends her love, and she sends all 
her respect to those who support our mili-
tary. I’m proud to be here with the Governor 
of the great State of South Carolina, Gov-
ernor Mark Sanford, and his wife, Jenny, and 
their children. I thank Congressman Henry 
Brown for taking time out of a Saturday after-
noon to come and say hello to his buddy, 
the President of the United States. I thank 
Colonel Glen Joerger for his hospitality. I 
thank Colonel Tim Wrighton. I thank you all 
for giving me a chance to come and share 
some thoughts with you. 

The first thought I want to say is, I am 
proud to be the Commander in Chief of such 
a fine group of young men and women. We 
have an amazing nation when people say, ‘‘I 
want to volunteer to defend this country.’’ 
I am constantly amazed, enthralled, and 
buoyed by the fact that I’m the Commander 
in Chief of honorable, decent, courageous 
men and women. And I thank you for coming 
to say hello. 

I’m also proud to be here with our military 
families. I understand the sacrifices that you 

make on a daily basis for this country. So, 
as the President of the United States, I want 
to tell you plain and simple, the American 
people respect you; they appreciate you; and 
I’ll do everything in my power to make sure 
the families and those who wear the uniform 
have all the support necessary to win this war 
on terror. 

I’m impressed by the record of the folks 
here at Charleston Air Force Base. I’m im-
pressed by your accomplishments and what 
you’ve done on behalf of this grateful Nation. 
Since September the 11th, 2001, the folks 
who fly the airplanes, maintain the airplanes, 
and load the airplanes—and fill up the 
tires—[laughter]—have launched more than 
14,000 C–17 missions from here. You have 
airlifted more cargo to Operation Iraqi Free-
dom than any other unit in the United States. 
You are the only unit in the world tasked 
with providing strategic airlift to our Special 
Operation forces. 

The men and women here in Charleston 
have also done more than just provided sup-
ply to the war zones. You have provided hu-
manitarian aid that has saved countless lives. 
The folks here have airdropped 2.4 million 
rations of humanitarian aid to the people of 
Afghanistan at the start of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. You delivered 53,000 pounds 
of relief supplies to the tsunami victims in 
Indonesia. And after Hurricane Katrina, you 
delivered 2.5 million pounds of relief sup-
plies and evacuated 2,400 citizens from New 
Orleans. You have shown the great compas-
sion of the American people, and I thank you 
for your service. 

We are engaged in a global war on terror. 
After September the 11th, 2001, I vowed to 
the American people that I would use every-
thing at our disposal to do the number-one 
job of government, and that is to protect you 
from further attack. And I have been aided 
in protecting the American people by the 
fine United States military. 

We face an enemy that knows no bounds 
and no conscience. They’re ideologues, but 
their ideology is the exact opposite of ours. 
They kill innocent people to achieve their 
evil objectives. But make no mistake about 
it, they have objectives. They have clearly 
stated that they want to drive the United 
States from the world so they can establish 
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a caliphate, a governing organization, from 
Indonesia to Spain that would allow them to 
spread their ideology of hate, allow them to 
dominate a society in which people could not 
worship freely or speak freely, in which peo-
ple who did not adhere to their point of view 
would be punished. They seek safe haven 
from which to launch further attacks to 
achieve their objective. And their attacks 
would aim right here at the United States 
of America. 

I want you to think about a world in which 
rival forms of radicals competed for power 
in the Middle East to deny the hopes and 
aspirations of millions of people who simply 
want to live in peace. They would topple 
moderate governments. They would use oil 
as an economic weapon to bring the West 
to her knees. And to mix all that in with a 
country with a nuclear weapon, and 20 or 
30 years from now, if that were to happen, 
people would look back and say, ‘‘What hap-
pened to them in 2006? How come they 
couldn’t see the challenge? How come they 
couldn’t see the threats to a generation of 
Americans?’’ 

I’m proud to be with people who see the 
threats and know that the best way to protect 
the American people is to defeat the enemy 
overseas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is that when this country sees a threat, we 
must deal with that threat before it fully ma-
terializes. If we see a threat, we must take 
care of that threat. Otherwise, that threat 
could come to haunt us, to destroy innocent 
life. I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. The 
world saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. Get-
ting rid of Saddam Hussein was the right de-
cision, and the world is better for it. 

And now you’re involved in this global war 
on terror, in the central front, which is Iraq. 
I know some in America don’t believe Iraq 
is the central front in the war on terror, and 
that’s fine. They can have that opinion. But 
Usama bin Laden knows it’s a central front 
in the war on terror. He has called Iraq the 
third world war. He has said of Iraq that he 
will lead to victory or glory or humiliation. 
We have made our decision. Iraq will lead 
to victory and glory for the United States, 

for the Iraqis, and for the moderates around 
the world. 

And it’s tough fighting, because the enemy 
understands the stakes of a free Iraq. It’s 
hard fighting, and we’ve got a lot of brave 
citizens of ours in the midst of the fight. But 
we have a plan for victory. We are in Iraq 
to help that young democracy fight off the 
radicals and the extremists. We’re in the fight 
in Iraq to make sure there is not a safe haven 
from which to launch further attacks on the 
United States. Our plan for victory says that 
we want an Iraq that can defend itself and 
govern itself and sustain itself. 

And we’ve got some great things going for 
us. We’ve got a military that is constantly ad-
justing to the enemy on the ground. We’ve 
got commanders who are wise and brave and 
are bringing justice to our enemies there in 
Iraq. And we’ve also got at our side brave 
Iraqis who have suffered unbelievable loss 
but yet still cling to the hope, as reflected 
in the voices and votes of 12 million people 
who defied the car bombers and the terror-
ists. They want to live in freedom. 

I believe in the universality of freedom. 
I believe in everybody’s soul is the desire to 
be free. It is in this country’s interests that 
we defeat the enemy in Iraq and help this 
young democracy survive. You see, this is a 
different kind of war. And make no mistake 
about it, if the United States of America were 
to leave before the job is done, the enemy 
will follow us here. And that is why we will 
support our military, and that is why we will 
fight in Iraq, and that is why we will win 
in Iraq. 

And I thank you for being a part of this 
noble and just and important cause. You’re 
fighting in a war that will set the course of 
a new century. The outcome will determine 
the destiny of millions across the world. The 
outcome of this fight will determine whether 
or not our children can grow up in the peace 
we want them to grow up in. Defeating the 
terrorists and the extremists is the challenge 
of our time and the calling of this generation. 
And like generations before us, we will do 
the hard work now, to make sure our chil-
dren can grow up in freedom and peace. 

The time of war is a time of sacrifice. I 
know the sacrifices you all make. But some 
have paid the ultimate price; really good men 
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and women have lost their lives in this strug-
gle. We will pray for their families. And I 
make them this pledge: We will honor their 
sacrifice by completing the mission, by de-
feating the terrorists, and by laying the foun-
dation of peace for generations to come. 

I can’t thank you enough for coming to 
say hello. May God bless you all, and may 
God continue to bless the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:48 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Col. Glen G. Joerger, 
commander, USAF, 437th Airlift Wing; Col. Tim-
othy J. Wrighton, USAF, commander, 315th Air-
lift Wing; former President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq 
October 28, 2006 

We were pleased to continue our consulta-
tions today. Via secure video, we discussed 
a range of issues of great importance to our 
common mission in Iraq, including the devel-
opment of Iraqi security forces, efforts to 
promote reconciliation among all Iraqis, and 
the International Compact for Iraq and the 
economic reforms associated with it. As lead-
ers of two great countries, we are committed 
to the security and prosperity of a democratic 
Iraq and the global fight against terrorism 
which affects all our citizens. 

We have three common goals: accelerating 
the pace of training the Iraqi Security Force, 
Iraqi assumption of command and control 
over Iraqi forces, and transferring responsi-
bility for security to the Government of Iraq. 
We have formed a high-level working group 
including the Iraqi National Security Advisor, 
Minister of Defense, Minister of Interior, 
General Casey, and Ambassador Khalilzad to 
make recommendations on how these goals 
can be best achieved. This working group will 
supplement existing mechanisms to better 
define our security partnership and enhance 
our coordination. 

We are committed to the partnership our 
two countries and two governments have 
formed and will work in every way possible 

for a stable, democratic Iraq and for victory 
in the war on terror. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Notice—Continuation of National 
Emergency Regarding the 
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
October 27, 2006 

On November 14, 1994, by Executive 
Order 12938, the President declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States posed by the proliferation of 
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons 
(weapons of mass destruction) and the means 
of delivering such weapons. On July 28, 1998, 
the President issued Executive Order 13094 
amending Executive Order 12938 to respond 
more effectively to the worldwide threat of 
weapons of mass destruction proliferation ac-
tivities. On June 28, 2005, I issued Executive 
Order 13382 that, inter alia, further amend-
ed Executive Order 12938 to improve our 
ability to combat proliferation. Because the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
and the means of delivering them continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States, the national 
emergency first declared on November 14, 
1994, must continue in effect beyond No-
vember 14, 2006. In accordance with section 
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 12938, as amended. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 27, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:12 p.m., October 30, 2006] 
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NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on October 30, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on October 31. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Regarding the 
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
October 27, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
emergency posed by the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction and their means 
of delivery declared by Executive Order 
12938 on November 14, 1994, as amended, 
is to continue in effect beyond November 
14, 2006. 

Because the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction and the means of delivering 
them continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States, I have determined the national emer-
gency previously declared must continue in 
effect beyond November 14, 2006. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on October 30. 

Remarks at a Georgia Victory 2006 
Rally in Statesboro, Georgia 
October 30, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you for the warm welcome. It is great 

to be back in the State of Georgia. It is even 
better to be here with the next Congressman 
from this district, Max Burns. 

Max knows what it takes to be a United 
States Congressman, because he’s done it be-
fore. And when you turn out on November 
7th, he’s going to do it again. 

He understands Georgia values, because 
he was born and raised in this district, and 
he still lives on a family farm outside Syl-
vania. I’ve been in Washington long enough 
to know that it makes sense to have people 
who live on a family farm, in the Halls of 
the United States Congress. 

I appreciate the fact that Max was a teach-
er. As a matter of fact, he taught right here 
at Georgia Southern. I hope he gave a few 
of the students A’s. [Laughter] And for those 
of you who did get an A, you might as well 
vote for him. [Laughter] I appreciate the fact 
that when he was a Member of the United 
States Congress that he passed key legislation 
that helped farmers, that helped seniors file 
their taxes, and helped our public schools re-
cruit more math and science teachers. In 
other words, he has the record to run on. 
He’s got something to say when he’s out on 
the campaign stop, and he’s also got a record 
to point to. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that Max Burns is the right man to be the 
United States Congressman. 

You know who else agrees with that is 
Laura. She knows Max and Lora. She likes 
the Burnses. She likes a man of integrity, like 
Max Burns. She says, like I’m saying, work 
hard; turn out the vote; and send this good 
man back to the United States Congress. 

And by the way, when you’re out there 
voting for Max, make sure you send a man 
who has done a fabulous job as your Gov-
ernor back to the statehouse, and that’s 
Sonny Perdue. Sonny has got him a pair of 
boots he can be proud of. By the way, it 
makes me feel comfortable to be a in a State 
where your Governor wears cowboy boots. 
And I know it makes you feel comfortable 
to live in a State where you got you a Gov-
ernor who’s accomplished and can get the 
job done. 

I’m really pleased that Congressman Char-
lie Norwood has come over from his United 
States congressional district to help his friend 
Max Burns run. Welcome, Charlie Norwood. 
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And I want to thank the mayor. Mr. 
Mayor—Mr. Mayor Bill Hatcher, thank you 
for welcoming us; thank you for being here. 
I appreciate Perry McGuire, who is the can-
didate for attorney general, joining us. I know 
you’ll support Perry if you want good law en-
forcement in your State. And I want to thank 
Eric Johnson, who is the senate president pro 
tem. Mr. Senator, thanks for coming; good 
to see you again. I appreciate Jesse Tyler, 
president of Georgia Southern University 
College Republicans, for helping organize 
this event. I do want to thank the president 
of Georgia Southern for letting us come as 
well. 

We are 8 days away from the election, and 
you can bet one thing: We’re going to sprint 
to the finish line. And we need your help. 
I appreciate you coming out because I know 
you know what I know: This election is far 
from over, although there are some people 
in Washington who already think they know 
the outcome of the election. Some of them 
are already picking out their new offices at 
the Capitol. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You might remember that 

around this time in 2004, some of them were 
picking out their new offices in the West 
Wing. [Laughter] The movers never got the 
call. [Laughter] And this November 7th, 
when our voters show up at the polls, we’re 
going to elect people like Max Burns to the 
Congress, and we will keep control of the 
House and the Senate. 

We will win this election because Repub-
licans understand the values and priorities of 
the American people. We will win this elec-
tion because our priorities and our values do 
not shift with the latest political opinion poll 
or focus group. We will win this election be-
cause we got a good record to run on. 

For decades, our public school system 
failed too many American children, so we 
passed the No Child Left Behind Act and 
demanded that schools show results in return 
for Federal dollars. Test scores are rising. 
The achievement gap is beginning to close, 
and we are bringing America closer to the 
day when every single child gets a good edu-
cation. 

For decades, America has been growing 
more dependent on foreign oil, and so we 

took the lead. We passed a good energy bill 
that supports conservation and expands do-
mestic production and expands new monies 
on technology. See, here’s what we want— 
Max Burns wants this; Sonny wants this; and 
so do I—we want Georgia farmers growing 
the fuel that will energize our automobiles 
in the future. When you start running your 
car on Georgia corn, we’ll become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of oil. 

For decades, Medicare was an outdated 
program that wasn’t serving our seniors as 
well as it could, so we passed landmark legis-
lation that modernized the Medicare system. 
And today, more than 33 million seniors have 
more choices and access to affordable pre-
scription drugs. And the days of our poor sen-
iors having to choose between medicine and 
food are over. 

For decades, we haven’t had complete 
control over our southern border, and illegal 
immigration has been on the rise. So I acted. 
I sent the National Guard troops to help our 
Border Patrol. We’re adding thousands of 
new Border Patrol agents. We are modern-
izing our border. We will reform our immi-
gration system, and we will uphold the immi-
gration laws of the United States. 

For decades, activist judges have tried to 
redefine America by court order. Just this 
last week in New Jersey, another activist 
court issued a ruling that raises doubt about 
the institution of marriage. We believe that 
marriage is a union between a man and a 
woman and should be defended. And I be-
lieve I should continue to appoint judges who 
strictly interpret the law and not legislate 
from the bench. America is better off be-
cause John Roberts and Sam Alito are serving 
on the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We’ve got a good record to run on. And 
with Max Burns back in the United States 
Congress, we will build on that record. 

Now, there are big differences in Wash-
ington between Republicans and Democrats. 
Perhaps the biggest difference are on the two 
biggest issues that we face: Which party is 
going to keep your taxes low and keep this 
economy growing, and which party will take 
the necessary steps to protect you from ter-
rorist attack? 

Let me start with taxes. Max and I have 
a philosophy: We believe that you know how 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1919 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 30 

to spend your money far better than the Fed-
eral Government does. We believe that when 
you have more of your own money in your 
pocket to save, spend, or invest, the economy 
benefits. Democrats believe they can spend 
your money better than you can. So over the 
past 5 years, we have acted on our philosophy 
and passed the largest tax relief since Ronald 
Reagan was in the White House. 

In other words, we just didn’t talk about 
philosophy—there’s too many philosophers 
in Washington—we acted. We got the job 
done. We cut the taxes on everybody who 
pays income taxes. We doubled the child tax 
credit. We reduced the marriage penalty. We 
cut taxes on small businesses. We cut taxes 
on capital gains and dividends to promote 
investment and jobs. And to reward family 
businesses and farmers for a lifetime of hard 
work and savings, we put the death tax on 
the road to extinction. 

We had a ferocious debate over taxes in 
Washington. The Democrats in Washington 
predicted tax cuts wouldn’t create jobs, 
wouldn’t increase wages, and would cause 
the Federal deficit to explode. Well, the facts 
are in. The truth is, the tax cuts have led 
to a growing economy that’s added 6.6 mil-
lion new jobs since August of 2003. The truth 
is, real wages rose 2.2 percent over the past 
12 months, and we have cut the deficit in 
half 3 years ahead of schedule. 

Now those Democrats in Washington are 
making another prediction. They’re telling 
you they’re going to win on election day. 
Well, if their electoral predictions are as reli-
able as their economic predictions, Novem-
ber 7th is going to be a good day for the 
Republican Party. [Laughter] 

Now, during this campaign, the Wash-
ington Democrats really don’t want you to 
know their plans. As a matter of fact, the 
top Democrat leader in the House made an 
interesting declaration. She said, ‘‘We love 
tax cuts.’’ But given her record, she must be 
a secret admirer. [Laughter] She and her 
party voted against every single one of the 
tax cuts we passed. She voted against reduc-
ing the marriage penalty. She voted against 
cutting taxes on small businesses. She and 
her party voted against lowering taxes for 
families with children. Time and time again, 
when she and the Democrat Party had an 

opportunity to show their love for tax cuts, 
they voted no. If that’s the Democrats’ idea 
of love, I sure wouldn’t want to see what hate 
looks like. [Laughter] 

See, here’s the way it’s working in Wash-
ington: If we do not make the tax cuts perma-
nent or if the tax cuts are not extended, 
you’re going to get a tax increase. Recently 
they asked a man who wants to be head of 
the House Ways and Means Committee, if 
the Democrats win, what he thinks about ex-
tending the tax cuts. He said he couldn’t 
think of one of the tax cuts he would extend. 
This is what the Washington Democrats are 
saying about your taxes. He couldn’t think 
of one of the tax cuts we passed that he would 
leave in place. 

And so if you’re a small-business person 
and pay taxes at the income—at the indi-
vidual income tax rate, it means the Demo-
crats will raise your taxes. If you’re a small- 
business owner who wants to expand and in-
vest in new equipment, the Democrats are 
going to raise your taxes. If you’re a small- 
business owner who wants to pass your life’s 
work to your children and grandchildren, the 
Democrats want to raise your taxes. If you’re 
a small-business owner, my advice is, vote 
for Max Burns. 

Now, if you happen to have children, I 
want to just talk to you about what it means 
to not extend the tax cut—just like the man 
who is going to be running the tax committee 
said he’s going to do, not extend the tax. You 
see, if the child credit doesn’t get extended, 
it means the tax credit gets cut in half from 
$1,000 per child to $500 per child. So this 
evening when you’re sitting around the table 
eating dinner and you’ve got children around 
your table, just count the number of children 
you have and multiply it by 500, and that’s 
what the tax increase is going to be. So if 
you’ve got four children, four times 500 is 
2,000. Your tax bill will go up if the Demo-
crats take control of the House by $2,000. 
If you got three kids, it’s $1,500. It’s easy 
to calculate. 

I guess the $2,000 doesn’t seem like a lot 
of money to the people in Washington, DC, 
but I know it’s a lot of money for your family. 
I know the child tax credit has meant a lot 
for people working for a living. And there-
fore, if you want to keep that money in your 
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pocket instead of sending it to Washington, 
DC, you vote for Republicans on election 
day. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. Our children and 
grandchildren are going to look back on this 
period—one question will overwhelm all the 
rest: Did we do everything in our power to 
fight and win the war on terror? That’s the 
question people will ask: Did this country do 
everything in our power to protect you? 

We face an enemy that is brutal. They kill 
innocent people to achieve ideological objec-
tives. They’re totalitarian in nature. They 
hate freedom. We love freedom, and that is 
why they view us as their enemy. You cannot 
negotiate with these people. You can’t try to 
talk sense into these people. The best way 
to protect you is to bring them to justice be-
fore they hurt America again. 

I understand this is a different kind of war, 
and so do people in this congressional dis-
trict—need to know it’s a different kind of 
war. I know we’ve got some vets here, and 
I want to thank you for serving. But in pre-
vious wars, particularly, say, World War II, 
it mattered how many airplanes you could 
shoot out of the sky or how much territory 
an army took. This is a different kind of war. 
This is a war where people plot and plan in 
secret and then launch lethal attacks, which 
means our professionals need to have all the 
tools necessary to protect you. You see, the 
challenge facing the United States is that we 
have to be right one time—I mean 100 per-
cent of the time, and the enemy has to be 
right one time, in order to protect you. 

And so when I found out there was laws 
preventing the intelligence community from 
talking to the enforcement community, I 
asked Congress to pass the PATRIOT Act 
to tear down those walls so our folks had the 
tools necessary to protect you. I believe that 
if Al Qaida or an Al Qaida associate is making 
a phone call from outside the United States 
to inside the United States, we need to know 
why in order to be able to protect you. 

This is a different kind of war that requires 
us to get good intelligence in order to protect 
the American people. That’s why I asked the 
CIA to develop a program that would ques-
tion detainees that we picked up off the bat-
tlefield about what they know. 

Now let me give you an example. We cap-
tured a fellow named Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med; the intelligence community believes he 
was the man who mastermind the September 
the 11th attacks. I thought it made sense— 
if our most important job is to protect you, 
it made sense to find out what Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed knew. In other words, we’ve 
been giving the professionals the tools nec-
essary to defend America in this new kind 
of war. 

And recently—recently there were votes 
in the floor of the House of Representatives, 
in the floor of the United States Senate to 
provide these critical tools. In other words, 
Congress voted on these tools. And I want 
everybody in this district and in this State 
and around the country to understand those 
votes, because they were critical votes. And 
it shows the difference of attitude between 
the two parties and the leaders in the two 
parties, about our responsibility to protect 
you. 

When it came time to renew the PA-
TRIOT Act, more than 75 percent—75 per-
cent of the House Democrats voted against 
it. When it came time to vote on whether 
or not the CIA continue its program to detain 
and question captured terrorists, almost 80 
percent of the House Democrats voted 
against it. They just have a different point 
of view. They don’t see it the way I see it 
or the way you see it. Otherwise, why 
wouldn’t they give the professionals the tools 
necessary to protect you? When it came time 
to vote on whether the National Security 
Agency should continue to monitor terrorist 
communications, almost 90 percent of the 
House Democrats voted against it. In all 
these vital measures for fighting the war on 
terror, the Democrats just follow a simple 
philosophy: Just say no. 

When it comes to listening to the terror-
ists, what’s the Democrats’ answer? It’s, just 
say no. When it comes to detaining terrorists, 
what is the Democrats’ answer? Just say no. 
When it comes to questioning terrorists, 
what’s the Democrats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to trying 

the terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ answer? 
Audience members. Just say no! 
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The President. So when the Democrats 
ask for your vote, what’s your answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
We’re going to continue to make sure our 

professionals have the tools necessary to pro-
tect you, and you can count on Max Burns’s 
vote. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th, 
2001, is that when this country sees a threat, 
we must take those threats seriously before 
they come home to hurt us. I saw a threat 
in Saddam Hussein. Members of both polit-
ical parties in the United States Congress saw 
a threat in Saddam Hussein. The United Na-
tions saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. Get-
ting rid of Saddam Hussein was the right de-
cision, and the world is better off. 

And now Iraq is the central front in this 
global war against these ideologues who mur-
der innocent people to achieve their objec-
tives. You know, I think it’s very important 
for the Commander in Chief, as well as our 
citizens, to listen to the words of the enemy. 
You know, in Washington, you hear people 
say, ‘‘Well, Iraq is just a distraction from the 
war on terror.’’ I believe it is a central part 
of the war on terror. And so does Usama 
bin Laden. Usama bin Laden calls this fight 
the third world war. He says victory for the 
terrorists in Iraq will mean America’s defeat 
and disgrace forever. 

They have made it clear, they want to cre-
ate as much carnage and death as possible 
to cause us to leave before the job is done. 
They have ambitions: They want to topple 
moderate governments; they want to control 
oil to blackmail the West; they want us to 
leave and dash the hopes and aspirations of 
millions of people who want to live in peace. 
And we have a different point of view. 

I want you to hear the words of a senior 
Democrat in the House of Representatives. 
She said, ‘‘The President says fighting them 
there makes it less likely we will fight them 
here. The opposite is true,’’ she said, ‘‘Be-
cause we are fighting them there, it may be-
come more likely that we have to fight them 
there.’’ 

Here’s what this person and the leaders 
of the Democrat Party in Washington seem 
to not understand: Iraq is not the reason the 
terrorists are at war against us. I would re-
mind the House Democrats, our troops were 

not in Iraq when the terrorists first attacked 
the World Trade Center in 1993. We were 
not in Iraq when they bombed the USS Cole 
or the Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 
And we were not in Iraq when they killed 
nearly 3,000 people on September the 11th, 
2001. 

You do not create terrorists by fighting the 
terrorists. The best way to protect you, the 
best way to protect the American people is 
to stay on the offense and defeat them over-
seas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. Victory in Iraq 
will come when that young democracy can 
sustain itself and govern itself and defend 
itself and be a strong ally in the war against 
the terrorists. The fighting in Iraq is tough, 
and I understand it’s tough, and you know 
it’s tough, and so does the enemy. They have 
no conscience. They kill innocent men, 
women, and children. They film the atroc-
ities. They broadcast them for the world to 
see. They offer no hopeful vision. The only 
thing they know is death and destruction, but 
they hope these violent images will cause us 
to lose our nerve. 

They make a big mistake: They do not un-
derstand the true strength of the United 
States of America. We don’t run in the face 
of thugs and assassins. We will defend our-
selves. We will defeat them. We will defeat 
them because our commanders on the 
ground have all the flexibility necessary to 
make sure that we constantly stay ahead of 
the enemy. We’ll defeat them because we’ve 
got a fantastic United States military. And 
I know I can count on Max Burns. And I 
know you can count on Max Burns and I can 
count on Max Burns—by making sure our 
troops have all that is necessary to do their 
job to defend the United States. 

We will succeed in Iraq because the Iraqis 
want to live in a peaceful society. Nearly 12 
million defied car bombers and assassins and 
terrorists and went to vote. They held up 
their purple ink-stained fingers, saying to the 
world, ‘‘We want to be free.’’ And they got 
a unity Government that is working hard to 
repel the extremists who are preventing 
them. I believe strongly that with our help, 
they will be able to defend themselves. And 
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I believe strongly that they’ll become a gov-
ernment of the people and by the people and 
for the people. As a matter of fact, I believe 
the only way we cannot succeed is if we leave 
before the job is done. 

And when you listen to this debate—and 
it’s raging across the country, this debate on 
Iraq—if you listen carefully for a Democrat 
plan for success, they don’t have one. Iraq 
is the central front in the war on terror, yet 
they don’t have a plan for victory. 

Last week, a Senator, Democrat Senator 
explained her party’s position this way. She 
said, ‘‘We haven’t coalesced around a single 
plan, but we’re in general agreement on basic 
principles.’’ She’s right; the agreement—they 
are in agreement on one thing—they will 
leave before the job is done. That’s what 
they’re in agreement on. They’ve come up 
with a lot of creative ways to describe leaving 
Iraq before the job is done. Sometimes they 
say, immediate redeployment. Sometimes 
they say they wouldn’t spend another dime 
on our troops. Sometimes they say, the idea 
that we’re going to win this war is an idea 
that, unfortunately, is just plain wrong. How-
ever they put it, the Democrat approach in 
Iraq comes down to this: The terrorists win, 
and America loses. 

That’s what’s at stake in this election. The 
Democrat goal is to get out of Iraq. The Re-
publican goal is to win in Iraq. 

I’m not saying these Democrats are unpa-
triotic; I’m just saying they’re wrong. You 
cannot win a war unless you’re willing to fight 
the war. Retreat from Iraq before the job 
is done would embolden the enemy and 
make us more vulnerable to attack. Retreat 
would allow the terrorists to gain a new safe 
haven from which to plot and plan, just like 
they had in Afghanistan. Retreat would en-
able the enemy to be more able to recruit. 
Retreat would say to people in the Middle 
East, you can’t count on America. It would 
say to those folks desperate to live in freedom 
and peace, we no longer care or hear your 
cries. Defeat would dishonor the sacrifice of 
the men and women who wear the uniform 
of the United States of America. The con-
sequences of retreat from Iraq will be felt 
for generations. 

I want the folks all throughout America 
to envision a Middle East where extremism 

are battling for power, moderate govern-
ments are toppled, oil is controlled to use 
for blackmail, and a country has a nuclear 
weapon. If that were to happen, people 
would look back at the year 2006 and ask, 
‘‘What happened to them? How come those 
folks couldn’t see the threat? How come they 
couldn’t see the danger for a generation of 
Americans who were growing up?’’ I want 
you to know, I see the threat. I see the dan-
ger. That is why we will support our troops. 
We will fight, and we will win in Iraq. 

I want to share with you right quick a his-
tory lesson—at least, I see it as history; after 
all, we’re on a college campus. [Laughter] 
It’s the power of freedom. You know, re-
cently I went to—with the former Prime 
Minister of Japan—he was sitting Prime 
Minister of Japan then—down to Elvis’s 
place. Memphis, Tennessee—I don’t know 
if you’ve ever been there or not, but—[ap-
plause]—yes, you have? Well, I liked going 
there. It was interesting. And he really want-
ed to go there because he liked Elvis. 
[Laughter] 

But I wanted to tell an interesting story. 
It’s a story about a Navy fighter pilot who, 
at the age of 18, volunteered, and he said, 
‘‘I want to serve my country because the Jap-
anese have just attacked us.’’ You’ve got rel-
atives who did the same thing. You’ve got 
a grandfather or a father, like I got, who said, 
‘‘I want to fight the Japanese.’’ They were 
the sworn enemy. Thousands of people lost 
their lives. This country went to war against 
an enemy which attacked us. 

You know what’s interesting? On the way 
down from Washington to Memphis, Ten-
nessee, right there on Air Force One, Prime 
Minister Koizumi—the Prime Minister of 
the former enemy of the United States of 
America—and I discussed the peace. We 
talked about the fact that this country had 
1,000 troops in Iraq to defend the young de-
mocracy. He knows what I know: We’re in 
an ideological struggle between people who 
hate and people who have hope. We’ve been 
through ideological struggles before. Free-
dom wins every time, if we—if we don’t lose 
our nerve. 

And that’s the lesson I learned from my 
friend Prime Minister Koizumi. It’s amazing 
what has happened between when 18-year- 
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old fighter pilot George H.W. Bush fought 
this—fought the enemy, and his son is talking 
about keeping the peace with the same coun-
try. And the lesson is, liberty has got the ca-
pacity to change enemies into allies. And my 
citizens, liberty has got the capacity to turn 
regions of hate to regions of hope. Liberty 
has got the capacity to yield the peace we 
want. 

Someday, an American President will be 
sitting down with duly elected leaders talking 
about the—duly elected leaders from the 
Middle East talking about the peace, and 
generation of Americans will be better off 
for it. 

And so these are the stakes in this election. 
It’s an important election year. And I know 
Max Burns joins me in saying, thanks for 
coming out. Thanks for giving me a chance 
to share what’s on my heart and where I want 
to lead this country. And I thank you for get-
ting ready—for doing what you’re fixing to 
do, which is to go out of this hall and find 
fellow Republicans and discerning Demo-
crats and reasonable independents, and re-
mind them that if they want more money 
in their pocket, you vote Republican. And 
if you want this country to do everything we 
can to protect you from further attack and 
lay the foundations for peace, you vote Re-
publican. 

I’m proud you’ve come today. May God 
bless you, and may God continue to bless 
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. at Geor-
gia Southern University. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Lora Burns, wife of Max Burns, can-
didate for Congress in Georgia’s 12th Congres-
sional District; Mayor William S. Hatcher II of 
Statesboro, GA; Bruce Grube, president, Georgia 
Southern University; former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the 
Al Qaida terrorist organization; and former Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Remarks at a Texas Victory 2006 
Rally in Sugar Land, Texas 
October 30, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you. I always feel better when I’m in 
Texas. Thanks for coming out. I’m honored 

you are here. I appreciate you taking time 
out of your day. 

I thank you for joining me and saying loud 
and clear to the people of the 22d Congres-
sional District: Shelley Sekula Gibbs is the 
right person to serve you in the United States 
Congress. She served in public office be-
fore—you might remember, she was a mem-
ber of the Houston City Council, where she 
helped pass tax cuts. She’s a doctor. She’s 
a doctor, where she’s helped heal broken 
bodies. She is going—she’s a mother who un-
derstands the importance of family values. 
She’s the right person to send to Washington, 
DC. 

If you’ll give me a chance maybe to—kind 
of serve as the secretary of state for Texas 
for a second—[laughter]—for those folks 
who haven’t been paying attention to this 
election yet—want good government, you get 
to vote twice for Shelley. You get to check 
her name in the special election portion of 
the ballot, and then you get to write her 
name in. See, if you want to send Shelley 
to the United States Congress, you’re going 
to have to take a pencil into the ballot box. 

Now, you can bring a piece of paper with 
you that’s got her name on it, so you can 
copy it down on the ballot. So remember, 
when you show up to vote on November the 
7th, bring your pencil; bring your paper; and 
write Shelley’s name in for good government. 

Laura sends her love. As President, I make 
a lot of decisions, but the best decision I have 
made as a person is asking Laura to marry 
me. Some of her friends are still wondering 
whether the best decision she ever made was 
to say yes. [Laughter] But I’m real proud of 
her. She’s a fantastic wife, a great mom, and 
a great First Lady for the United States. 

Speaking about great ladies, this State is 
fortunate to have Kay Bailey Hutchison as 
the United States Senator. She is effective; 
she is capable; she’s all Texan. And it’s impor-
tant for this State to send her back to the 
United States Senate with a strong, strong 
vote. I appreciate Kevin Brady joining us. 
He’s the Congressman from over there. 
[Laughter] I know him well. He’s a good one. 

And I want to thank my friend Commis-
sioner Michael Williams, who’s joined us 
today. I want to thank all the statehouse folks; 
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* White House correction. 

they’re sitting behind me. I remember serv-
ing with them when I was their Governor— 
a little different here in Texas than it is in 
Washington. [Laughter] These are good peo-
ple, and I appreciate them joining us. 

I want to thank the mayor, Mayor David 
Williams [Wallace] *, right here from Sugar 
Land, Texas, for joining us. I thank all the 
grassroots activists who’ve joined us. I want 
to thank you for the job you’re going to do, 
and that is, turn out your neighbors on No-
vember the 7th with a pencil and a piece 
of paper, and tell them to write in Shelley 
Sekula Gibbs to be the next United States 
Congresswoman. 

I don’t know about you, but I’m looking 
forward to sprinting to the finish line. I’m 
looking forward to this campaign. I like cam-
paigning. I like getting out and about the 
people. I like telling them what’s on my 
mind. You know, what’s interesting in Wash-
ington, some of the folks over there are al-
ready picking out their new offices. [Laugh-
ter] 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. That’s not the first time 

it’s happened since I’ve been in Washington. 
You might remember in 2004, some of them 
were measuring the drapes in the West 
Wing. [Laughter] They had their office suites 
all picked out. Except their problem was, the 
movers weren’t needed. [Laughter] And the 
same thing is going to happen this year. 
We’re going to elect Shelley, and we’re going 
to control the House and the United States 
Senate. 

We’ve got a record to run on. We’ve done 
some things that are positive for the United 
States of America. For decades, the public 
schools failed too many children. And so we 
passed the No Child Left Behind Act, which 
demanded results in return for Federal 
money. And now test scores are rising; the 
achievement gap is beginning to close; and 
we’re bringing closer to the day when every 
single child in America gets their quality edu-
cation. 

For decades, we’ve been growing too de-
pendent on foreign oil. So we passed a good 
energy bill that encourages conservation, ad-
ditional production for oil and gas in the 

United States. We’re doing something else 
that’s smart too: We’re spending money on 
technology so that our automobiles will be 
able to be running on crops grown right here 
in the State of Texas. We want to be less 
dependent on foreign sources of oil. 

For decades, Medicare was outdated, so 
we did something about it. We passed land-
mark legislation that modernized the Medi-
care system. Today, 33 million seniors have 
more choices and more access to affordable 
drugs, and because of our action, poor sen-
iors no longer have to choose between food 
and medicine. 

For decades, we hadn’t had complete con-
trol over our southern border. Illegal immi-
gration has been on the rise. So we acted. 
I sent the National Guard down there to help 
the Border Patrol do their job. We’re adding 
thousands of new Border Patrol agents. 
We’re modernizing this border. We will re-
form our immigration system, and this coun-
try of ours will enforce our immigration laws. 

For decades, activist judges have tried to 
redefine America by court order. I don’t 
know if you’ve been following what hap-
pened in New Jersey recently: Another activ-
ist court issued a ruling that raises doubts 
about the institution of marriage. We believe 
marriage is a union between a man and a 
woman and should be defended. And I be-
lieve I must continue to appoint judges who 
will strictly interpret the law and not legislate 
from the bench. 

No, we got a strong record to run on. This 
country is better off because John Roberts 
and Sam Alito are serving on the Supreme 
Court of the United States. And I want to 
thank Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison for her 
strong support helping get those nominees 
on the floor of the Senate and getting them 
confirmed as Supreme Court Justices. 

Now, there are big differences between 
the Democrats and the Republicans. Perhaps 
the two biggest differences can be seen in 
these two issues: One, which party is going 
to keep your taxes low to keep this economy 
growing; and which party is going to take the 
necessary steps to protect the United States 
of America? 

Let me start with taxes. Shelley and I have 
a clear philosophy: We believe that you know 
how to spend your money far better than the 
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Federal Government can. We believe that 
when you have more money in your pocket 
to save, invest, or spend, the economy bene-
fits. 

The Democrats want more of your money 
because they think they can spend it better 
than you can. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Over the past 5 years, 

we’ve acted on our philosophy. In other 
words, we just didn’t go to Washington to 
talk. We went to Washington to get a job 
done on your behalf. We passed the largest 
tax relief since Ronald Reagan was the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

When you’re out there rounding up votes, 
remind them of this record: We cut taxes on 
everyone who pays income taxes; we doubled 
the child tax credit; we reduced the marriage 
penalty; we substantially cut taxes on small 
businesses; we cut taxes on capital gains and 
dividends to encourage investment and jobs; 
and to reward family businesses and farmers 
and ranchers for a lifetime of work, we put 
the death tax on the road to extinction. 

I know Senator Hutchison and Congress-
man Brady remember the debate in Wash-
ington. They remember those Democrats 
predicting that the tax cuts would not create 
jobs, would not increase wages, and would 
increase the Federal deficit. Well, the facts 
are in. The truth is, the tax cuts have led 
to a growing economy that has added 6.6 mil-
lion new jobs since August of 2003. Real 
wages are on the rise, and we cut the deficit 
in half 3 years ahead of schedule. 

Around this country, a lot of people don’t 
understand the Democrats’ position on taxes. 
So part of my job is to clarify matters, is to 
make it clear their intentions. Part of the con-
fusion comes about because the leading lady 
in the Congress proclaimed this—you’re not 
going to believe what she said, but she actu-
ally said this on TV the other—she said, 
about the Democrats: ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ 
The problem is, given her record, she must 
be a secret admirer. [Laughter] 

She and her party voted against reducing 
the marriage penalty, voted against cutting 
taxes on small businesses, voted against 
taxes—lowering taxes for families with chil-
dren, voted against reducing taxes on capital 
gains and dividends, voted against elimi-

nating the death tax. That’s their record. 
Time and time again, when she had a chance 
to show her love for tax cuts, she voted no. 
My attitude is, if this is the Democrats’ idea 
of love, I don’t want to see what hate looks 
like. [Laughter] 

Here’s what happens: If we do not make 
the tax cuts we passed permanent or extend 
the tax cuts, you’ll get a tax increase. That’s 
just the way it is. You know, it’s interesting; 
they asked the man who would be the chair-
man of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee—the Democrat who will be the chair-
man of the Ways and Means Committee, if 
the Democrats were to take over the 
House—which they’re not—[applause]. And 
here’s what he said—it’s important for Amer-
icans to know the facts. Here’s what he said. 
He said, when asked about extending the tax 
cuts or making them permanent, he said he 
couldn’t think of one of the tax cuts he would 
extend. In other words, what they’re telling 
you is, they’re going to raise your taxes. 

I want you to think about this. I want you 
to think about this: If the child tax credit 
were to expire, your taxes will go up by $500 
per child. See, in other words, we increased 
the child tax credit from $500 to $1,000 per 
child. For those of you with children, you 
know what I’m talking about. If that tax cut 
were to expire—just like the man who wants 
to be the head of the tax committee said— 
your taxes per child go up $500. So when 
you’re eating dinner tonight and you’re look-
ing around the table, you can take the num-
ber of children around your table and mul-
tiply it by $500, and that’s going to be part 
of the tax increase you have to pay. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You take a family working 

hard to get ahead and they got four chil-
dren—they’re looking at a $2,000 tax in-
crease. That may not seem like a lot to 
Democrats in Washington, DC, but it seems 
like a lot to me. And I know it’s a lot for 
you. And the best way to make sure it doesn’t 
happen is to send Shelley to the United 
States Congress. 

So when they’re out there campaigning 
and somebody comes up and says, ‘‘Shel, tell 
me the difference between what the Repub-
licans are going to do and the Democrats,’’ 
it’s real easy. We’re going to keep your taxes 
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low, and they’re going to raise your taxes. 
And a tax increase would not only be bad 
for your wallet; a tax increase would be bad 
for the economy of the United States of 
America. 

We’re meeting in historic times. This elec-
tion is happening during historic times. And 
when our children and grandchildren look 
back at this period, one question is going to 
overwhelm all the rest: Did we do everything 
in our power to fight and win the war on 
terror? 

We face an enemy that is brutal. They have 
an ideology. It’s the opposite of our ideology. 
We love freedom. They hate freedom. They 
will kill innocent people to achieve their ob-
jectives. You cannot negotiate with these 
radicals and extremists. You can’t hope for 
the best with these radicals and extremists. 
The only way to protect America, which is 
our most important job, is to stay on the of-
fense and bring them to justice before they 
can hurt us again. 

Our most important job is to protect you. 
I wish I didn’t have to report that there’s 
an enemy still out there, but there is. And 
they want to attack again. We have to be right 
100 percent of the time to protect the Amer-
ican people, and they have to be right one 
time in order to achieve their objectives. And 
that’s why I put some tools in the hands of 
our professionals so they could better do 
their job. 

You know, when I—right after 9/11 when 
we analyzed part of the problem, there was 
a wall that existed between our intelligence 
gathering people and our law enforcement, 
and they couldn’t share information. I know 
that’s hard for you to believe, but that’s the 
way it was. So I asked Congress to pass the 
PATRIOT Act, and thanks to Senators like 
Kay Bailey Hutchison and Congressmen like 
Kevin Brady, we passed the PATRIOT Act. 

In this different kind of war, we must un-
derstand what the enemy is thinking, in order 
to be able to protect you. And so therefore, 
when we found Al Qaida or Al Qaida affili-
ates making phone calls into the United 
States, I thought it was important to under-
stand why, in order to protect you. We are 
picking up the enemy on the battlefield. And 
when we pick people who understand what 

the plans are about attacks, we need to know 
what they’re thinking. 

See, this is a different kind of war. It re-
quires pinpoint intelligence, advanced 
knowledge in order for us to do our job. And 
so we picked up people off the battlefield, 
like Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. You might 
have heard of him. He was the mastermind 
of the 9/11 attacks; at least that’s what our 
intelligence people think. In other words, he 
was the—they think he was the person that 
organized and ordered the attacks that killed 
nearly 3,000 people on one day. I thought 
it was important to have the CIA be in a 
position to question him to find out what he 
knew, in order to protect America. 

If anybody has any doubts about the dif-
ferences of opinion in Washington, DC, be-
tween Republicans and Democrats, I want 
them to analyze the recent votes that took 
place on these important programs. When it 
came time to renew the PATRIOT Act, more 
than 75 percent of the House Democrats 
voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When it came time to vote 

on whether or not to allow the CIA to con-
tinue its program to detain and question cap-
tured terrorists, more than 80 percent of 
House Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When it came time to vote 

on whether the National Security Agency 
should continue to monitor communications 
that we think would be—contain information 
that would protect you, more than 90 percent 
of the House Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. In all these vital measures 

for fighting a war on terror, the Democrats 
in Washington follow a simple philosophy: 
Just say no. [Laughter] When it comes to lis-
tening in on the terrorists, what’s the Demo-
crats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. Just say no. When it comes 

to detaining terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ 
answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to ques-

tioning terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ an-
swer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1927 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 30 

The President. When it comes to trying 
terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. And so when the Demo-

crats ask for your vote on November 7th, 
what’s your answer? 

Audience members. No! 
The President. No doubt in my mind, I 

can count on Shelley Sekula Gibbs to make 
sure that our professionals have the tools 
necessary to protect you in this dangerous 
world. But the best way to protect you, the 
best way to make sure that an enemy is un-
able to do us harm, is to stay on the offense 
and keep the enemy on the run. It is hard 
to plot, plan, and attack when you’re on the 
run. And that’s precisely what we’re doing. 

I can’t tell you how honored I am to be 
a Commander in Chief of a military full of 
decent and honorable Americans who have 
volunteered to protect this country. And one 
of the things that I make a pledge to the 
families of those who wear our uniform is 
that we’ll continue to make sure our troops 
have all that is necessary to be able to do 
the job that I have asked them to do. And 
I know that Congresswoman Shelley Sekula 
Gibbs will be a strong and steady vote for 
the men and women of the United States 
military. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is that this Nation must take threats seriously 
before they come home to hurt us. We must 
take every threat we see overseas very seri-
ously. Otherwise, if we don’t, there’s an 
enemy that lurks and intends to hit us again. 
I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. Members 
of both political parties saw a threat in Sad-
dam Hussein. The United Nations saw a 
threat in Saddam Hussein. I made the right 
decision to get Saddam Hussein out of 
power. 

We’re in a global struggle against these 
killers. And the war is fought on many fronts, 
but right now, the central front in this war 
on terror is Iraq. Oh, I hear them in Wash-
ington say, ‘‘Iraq is a distraction from the war 
on terror.’’ Well, they shouldn’t take my word 
for it; they should take the word of Usama 
bin Laden, who has said that the fight in Iraq 
is the third world war. He said victory for 
the terrorists in Iraq will mean America’s de-
feat and disgrace forever. That is what the 

enemy has said. It’s important for all Ameri-
cans to listen carefully to the words of the 
people who would do us harm. 

Now I want you to listen to the words of 
a senior Democrat in the House of Rep-
resentatives, one of the leaders. She said, 
‘‘The President says that fighting them 
there’’—she’s talking about Iraq—‘‘makes it 
less likely we will have to fight them here.’’ 
This is exactly what I’ve said. She went on 
to say, ‘‘The opposite is true; because we’re 
fighting them there, it may become more 
likely we will have to fight them here.’’ 

Here’s what the person doesn’t under-
stand: Iraq is not the reason the terrorists 
are in the war against us. I would remind 
the House Democrat, our troops were not 
in Iraq when the terrorists first attacked the 
World Trade Center in 1993. We weren’t in 
Iraq when they blew up our Embassies in 
Kenya or Tanzania, or blew up the USS Cole. 
And we were not in Iraq when they killed 
nearly 3,000 people on September the 11th, 
2001. We do not create terrorists by fighting 
the terrorists. The best way to protect you 
is to stay on the offense and bring the terror-
ists to justice wherever we find them. 

Our goal in Iraq is clear: It’s victory. We 
want to help this young democracy grow so 
it can sustain itself and govern itself and de-
fend itself and become an ally in the war 
on terror. And the fighting is tough. I know 
it’s tough, and you know it’s tough. It’s tough 
because we fight an enemy that has no con-
science. We fight an enemy that can’t stand 
the thought of a free society. We fight an 
enemy whose ideology is the opposite of our 
ideology. 

The enemy kills innocent men, women, 
and children. They film the atrocities, and 
they broadcast them for the world to see. 
Our enemies hope these violent images will 
cause us to lose our nerve and pull out before 
the job is done. They don’t understand the 
United States of America. We will not run 
from thugs and assassins. 

I’ll make sure our commanders have what 
they need to complete this job. If they want 
more troops, they get more troops. If they 
want less troops, they get less troops. They 
are flexible. We’re constantly adjusting our 
tactics to meet the tactics of the enemy. 
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We got another asset going for us beside 
our military—and these are brave Iraqis. 
They have suffered unspeakable violence. 
Yet they’re committed to a free society. 
They’re committed to reject the extremists 
and radicals who try to overturn their will. 
They voted—nearly 12 million people—to 
say, ‘‘We want to be free.’’ It’s in the United 
States interest to help them succeed. It’s in 
our interest to defeat the radicals. It’s in our 
interest to defeat the extremists. The only 
way we won’t succeed in Iraq is by leaving 
before the job is done. 

You listen to the debate about Iraq, the 
Democrat plan for success—well, they don’t 
have a plan for success. [Laughter] It’s a seri-
ous political party in the midst of a war, and 
they have no plan for success. They don’t 
even have a plan for victory. [Laughter] Last 
week one Democrat Senator described her 
party’s position: ‘‘We haven’t coalesced 
around a single plan, but we’re in general 
agreement on the basic principles.’’ She’s 
right—the only principle about which they 
can agree is, get out before the job is done. 

You know, they put it different ways. Some 
say, immediate redeployment. Some say they 
wouldn’t spend another dime on our troops 
in Iraq. Some say that the idea that we’re 
going to win this war is an idea that, unfortu-
nately, is just plain wrong. Well, however 
they put it, their approach comes down to 
this: The terrorists win, and America loses. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. The Democrat goal is to 

get out of Iraq. The Republican goal is to 
win in Iraq. 

I’m not saying that these Democrats are 
unpatriotic; I’m just saying they’re wrong. 
You can’t win a war unless you’re willing to 
fight the war. Retreat from Iraq before the 
job was done would embolden an enemy and 
make this country more vulnerable to attack; 
would allow the terrorists to gain a new safe 
haven, which is precisely what they said is 
part of their plan, in Iraq. And why do they 
want a safe haven? They want a safe haven 
like they had in Afghanistan so they can 
launch further attacks. 

Retreat from Iraq would strengthen the 
hands of these radicals and extremists and 
enable them to recruit better. Retreat from 
Iraq before the job was done would dishonor 

the sacrifice of the men and women who 
have worn the uniform of the United States 
of America in Iraq to protect us. The con-
sequences of failure in Iraq would be felt 
for generations. 

You see, the enemy has clearly stated they 
want us to retreat. They want to topple mod-
erate governments. They want their extre-
mism to become the philosophy of a gov-
erning structure that stretches from Indo-
nesia to Spain. It’s called a caliphate. That’s 
what they’ve said. Imagine a Middle East in 
which violent forms of extremists compete 
for power, moderate governments are over-
turned, oil-rich states are controlled by the 
radicals who will use the energy to create 
blackmail for the United States, and in the 
midst, a country with a nuclear weapon that 
can’t stand us. Thirty years from now, if that 
were to happen, people will look back and 
they’ll say, ‘‘What happened to that genera-
tion in 2006? How come they couldn’t see 
the impending danger? How come they 
couldn’t see the threat?’’ 

I want you to know, I see the threat. That 
is why we will support our troops; we will 
fight; and we will win in Iraq. 

We’ve got another powerful tool at our dis-
posal, and it’s called freedom. I would like 
to share a story with you about a recent expe-
rience I had. Well, it’s when I went down 
to Elvis’s place. [Laughter] 

You might remember, my guest was the 
then-sitting Prime Minister of Japan. Laura 
said, ‘‘Why you going down there?’’ I said, 
because I never been. [Laughter] By the way, 
she decided to come too. Prime Minister 
Koizumi wanted to go because he loved 
Elvis. 

But I wanted to tell a story to the American 
people about the power of liberty, and I want 
to share it with you right quick. You see, after 
the Japanese attacked America, where more 
people—by the way, more people died on 
September the 11th than the attack of Pearl 
Harbor. When they attacked, a lot of brave 
Americans, including one George H.W. 
Bush, volunteered to defend America. 

I bet you a lot of folks out here had rel-
atives who did the same thing. They said, ‘‘I 
volunteer—I volunteer to protect this coun-
try against a mortal enemy.’’ I’m flying down 
on Air Force One with the Prime Minister 
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of the sworn—the country that used to be 
our sworn enemy, talking about keeping the 
peace. I was talking to him about the fact 
that Iraq had 1,000 troops—I mean, Japan 
had 1,000 troops in Iraq because he knows 
what I know: In this ideological struggle, 
when we find young democracies, which will 
serve as a major defeat for ideologues who 
hate, that we’ve got to support them. We 
talked about convincing the leader of North 
Korea to give up his nuclear weapon for the 
sake of peace. 

In other words, we were talking about 
peace. Isn’t it interesting? My dad fought the 
Japanese as a sworn enemy; his son is sitting 
down with the leader of that country talking 
about peace. Let me tell you something: Lib-
erty—liberty has got the capacity to change 
an enemy into an ally. And liberty has got 
the capacity to change a region of the world 
that is so desperate for freedom into a place 
of peace. Someday, an American President 
will be sitting down with duly elected leaders 
from the Middle East talking about the 
peace, and a generation of Americans will 
be better off. 

So these are the stakes in this election, and 
I thank you for giving me a chance to come 
out and urge you on, to urge you to go to 
the polls and to take your friends. Find Re-
publicans, discerning Democrats, discerning 
independents, and remind them, if you want 
more money in your pocket, vote Repub-
lican. And if you want a party who will take 
the steps necessary to protect you today and 
to protect a generation of Americans coming 
up, vote for Shelley and vote for Republicans. 

God bless. God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:04 p.m. at the 
Sugar Land Regional Airport. In his remarks, he 
referred to Michael L. Williams, commissioner, 
Texas Railroad Commission; former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; former 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and 
Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea. 

Proclamation 8074—National 
Adoption Month, 2006 
October 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Adoption Month, we en-

courage the adoption of young people in 
need, and we honor the adoptive and foster 
families who have offered children a loving 
and supportive home. 

The best of America is reflected in the 
many citizens who have adopted children as 
their own. Mothers and fathers are the most 
important influences in a child’s life, and 
children with caring, involved parents can 
better realize the full promise of America. 
Parents help their children thrive by encour-
aging them to aim high, work hard, and make 
good choices that will lead to healthy, satis-
fying lives. On November 18, loving families 
across America will celebrate National Adop-
tion Day by finalizing their adoptions of chil-
dren from foster care. This day will also raise 
awareness of the many children still waiting 
to be adopted and encourage more Ameri-
cans to choose adoption. 

My Administration is committed to help-
ing place children with caring families. 
Through the Collaboration to AdoptUsKids 
project at adoptuskids.org, we are working 
to provide guidance and support for parents 
considering adoption. We are also offering 
tax credits to ease the financial burden on 
adoptive families, and we are providing fund-
ing to help strengthen State adoption services 
through the Adoption Incentives Program 
and the Promoting Safe and Stable Families 
Program. Together, these efforts can help 
connect children with loving families and 
help provide greater hope and opportunity 
for America’s children. 

During National Adoption Month, we pay 
tribute to the parents who have opened their 
hearts and homes and helped provide love 
and stability for young people. By caring for 
the youngest members of our society, these 
families are helping our children grow into 
successful adults and building the future of 
our country. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2006 
as National Adoption Month. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adop-
tive families and to participate in efforts to 
find permanent homes for waiting children. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 2. 

Proclamation 8075—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month, 2006 
October 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Alzheimer’s Disease 

Awareness Month, we renew our resolve in 
the fight against this devastating disease, and 
we take time to remember the loved ones 
taken from us by Alzheimer’s. We also recog-
nize the patients and family members who 
are affected by it, and we extend our grati-
tude to the caretakers and researchers who 
are pursuing better treatments and a cure. 

Age is the greatest risk factor for Alz-
heimer’s disease, so the need for prevention, 
improved treatments, and a cure becomes in-
creasingly urgent as more Americans grow 
older. My Administration is pursuing the tre-
mendous possibilities that science offers to 
improve the lives of the millions suffering 
from this disease. We continue to support 
Alzheimer’s disease research through the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. New progress is 

being made as more is learned about this dis-
ease. 

America is blessed by our seniors, and they 
have earned our greatest respect. Citizens 
living with Alzheimer’s disease deserve the 
best possible care. National Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Awareness Month is an opportunity for 
Americans to offer our support to Alz-
heimer’s patients and those who sacrifice to 
help them live with dignity and comfort. The 
strength and compassion of these individuals 
reflect the good heart of the American peo-
ple. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2006 
as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 2. 

Proclamation 8076—National 
American Indian Heritage Month, 
2006 
October 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National American Indian Herit-

age Month, we honor the generations of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives who 
have added to the character of our Nation. 
This month is an opportunity to celebrate 
their many accomplishments and their rich 
ancestry and traditions. 
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America is blessed by the character and 
strength of American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives, and our citizens are grateful for the 
countless ways Native Americans have en-
riched our country and lifted the spirit of our 
Nation. We are especially grateful for the Na-
tive Americans who have served and con-
tinue to serve in our Nation’s military. These 
brave individuals have risked their lives to 
protect our citizens, defend our democracy, 
and spread the blessings of liberty to people 
around the world. 

My Administration is working to ensure 
that American Indians and Alaska Natives 
have access to all the opportunities of this 
great land. My fiscal year 2007 budget pro-
poses more than $12.7 billion for government 
programs for Native Americans. Education 
is vital to ensuring all citizens reach their full 
potential, and my budget includes funding 
to help Native-American schools succeed and 
meet the requirements of the No Child Left 
Behind Act. The Bureau of Indian Affairs is 
providing education for approximately 
46,000 American-Indian and Alaska-Native 
children. To help keep Native Americans 
safe, I have also proposed to increase law 
enforcement personnel and improve law en-
forcement facilities in American-Indian com-
munities. My Administration will continue to 
work on a government-to-government basis 
with tribal governments, honor the principles 
of tribal sovereignty and the right to self-de-
termination, and help ensure America re-
mains a land of promise for American Indi-
ans, Alaska Natives, and all our citizens. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2006 
as National American Indian Heritage 
Month. I call upon all Americans to com-
memorate this month with appropriate pro-
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 2. 

Proclamation 8077—National 
Diabetes Month, 2006 
October 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Diabetes Month is an oppor-

tunity to raise awareness of risk factors, pre-
vention, and treatment of this serious dis-
ease. 

Diabetes is a chronic illness affecting near-
ly 21 million Americans of all ages and back-
grounds. It can cause blindness, nontrau-
matic amputations, kidney disease, and in-
creased risk of heart disease and stroke. 
Though diabetes affects Americans of all ra-
cial and ethnic backgrounds, certain groups 
are at higher risk, including Hispanic, Asian/ 
Pacific, African, and Native Americans. A 
small percentage of people with the disease 
suffer from Type 1 diabetes, once known as 
juvenile diabetes. These individuals are usu-
ally children or young adults whose bodies 
are unable to make insulin. Type 2 diabetes 
is more common and frequently occurs in 
individuals who have a family history of the 
disease and in people who are obese, inac-
tive, or older. This form of diabetes stops a 
person’s body from using insulin properly. By 
maintaining healthy eating habits and exer-
cising daily, Americans can help prevent and 
reduce the effects of diabetes. Individuals 
should consult with their doctors and receive 
a preventive screening to help detect diabe-
tes in its earliest stages. 

My Administration has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to preventing and find-
ing a cure for diabetes. We have supported 
funding for diabetes education programs and 
research initiatives, and this year the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) estimates 
that more than $1 billion will be spent on 
diabetes research. The NIH and the Centers 
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for Disease Control and Prevention are spon-
soring the National Diabetes Education Pro-
gram, which has helped inform millions of 
Americans about the risk factors of diabetes 
and the benefits of making healthy choices. 
By working together we can continue to 
make significant strides in the battle to beat 
this disease and provide a brighter future for 
many of our citizens. 

As we observe National Diabetes Month, 
we recognize the medical professionals, re-
searchers, and all those whose tireless efforts 
are making a positive difference in the lives 
of Americans suffering from this disease. 
This month we reaffirm our commitment to 
fighting diabetes, and through medical ad-
vances, preventive programs, and quality 
health care, we will help diabetes patients 
live longer, healthier, and happier lives. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2006 
as National Diabetes Month. I call upon all 
Americans to learn more about the risk fac-
tors and symptoms associated with diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 1 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 2. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. 

Proclamation 8078—National Family 
Caregivers Month, 2006 
October 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our country is blessed to have millions of 

compassionate citizens who bring love and 
support to family members and friends who 
are chronically ill, elderly, or disabled. Dur-
ing National Family Caregivers Month, we 
recognize these kind individuals who give of 
their hearts, resources, and energy to assist 
loved ones in need. 

Family caregivers exemplify the true spirit 
of compassion by providing support to their 
loved ones and assisting with their everyday 
activities and special needs. These selfless 
people must often make great personal sac-
rifices to maintain the care and support their 
family and friends require. Their assistance 
provides those who may be ill, aging, or dis-
abled an opportunity to stay in familiar sur-
roundings and remain a part of their commu-
nity. 

My Administration is committed to sup-
porting family caregivers and their vital role 
in our Nation’s communities. The National 
Family Caregiver Support Program con-
tinues to provide information, counseling, 
and services and encourages cooperation 
among agencies and other providers that 
work with caregivers. These efforts assist 
caregivers and help ensure that all Americans 
receive the care they need. 

As we observe National Family Caregivers 
Month, we honor family caregivers who take 
time out of their lives to improve the lives 
of family and friends. Their efforts dem-
onstrate the best of the American spirit. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2006 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to honor the selfless 
service of caregivers who support their loved 
ones in need. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
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year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 2. 

Executive Order 13413—Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons 
Contributing to the Conflict in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
October 27, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.) (NEA), section 5 of the United Na-
tions Participation Act, as amended (22 
U.S.C. 287c) (UNPA), and section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, 

I, George W. Bush, President of the 
United States of America, determine that the 
situation in or in relation to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, which has been 
marked by widespread violence and atrocities 
that continue to threaten regional stability 
and was addressed by the United Nations Se-
curity Council in Resolution 1596 of April 
18, 2005, Resolution 1649 of December 21, 
2005, and Resolution 1698 of July 31, 2006, 
constitutes an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States and hereby declare a national emer-
gency to deal with that threat. To address 
that threat, I hereby order: 

Section 1. (a) Except to the extent that 
section 203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of the IEEPA 
(50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)) may 
apply, or to the extent provided in regula-
tions, orders, directives, or licenses that may 
be issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing any contract entered into or any li-
cense or permit granted prior to the effective 
date of this order, all property and interests 
in property that are in the United States, that 
hereafter come within the United States, or 

that are or hereafter come within the posses-
sion or control of United States persons, in-
cluding their overseas branches, of the fol-
lowing persons are blocked and may not be 
transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or 
otherwise dealt in: 

(i) the persons listed in the Annex to this 
order; and 

(ii) any person determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, after consultation with 
the Secretary of State: 

(A) to be a political or military leader of 
a foreign armed group operating in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo that im-
pedes the disarmament, repatriation, or re-
settlement of combatants; 

(B) to be a political or military leader of 
a Congolese armed group that impedes the 
disarmament, demobilization, or reintegra-
tion of combatants; 

(C) to be a political or military leader re-
cruiting or using children in armed conflict 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 
violation of applicable international law; 

(D) to have committed serious violations 
of international law involving the targeting 
of children in situations of armed conflict in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in-
cluding killing and maiming, sexual violence, 
abduction, and forced displacement; 

(E) to have directly or indirectly supplied, 
sold, or transferred to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, or been the recipient 
in the territory of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo of, arms and related materiel, 
including military aircraft and equipment, or 
advice, training, or assistance, including fi-
nancing and financial assistance, related to 
military activities; 

(F) to have materially assisted, sponsored, 
or provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in 
support of, the activities described in sub-
sections (a)(ii)(A) through (E) of this section 
or any person listed in or designated pursu-
ant to this order; or 

(G) to be owned or controlled by, or acting 
or purporting to act for or on behalf of, di-
rectly or indirectly, any person listed in or 
designated pursuant to this order. 

(b) I hereby determine that, to the extent 
section 203(b)(2) of the IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 
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1702(b)(2)) may apply, the making of dona-
tions of the type of articles specified in such 
section by, to, or for the benefit of any person 
listed in or designated pursuant to subsection 
(a) of this section would seriously impair my 
ability to deal with the national emergency 
declared in this order, and I hereby prohibit 
such donations as provided by subsection (a) 
of this section. 

(c) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of 
this section include but are not limited to 
(i) the making of any contribution or provi-
sion of funds, goods, or services by, to, or 
for the benefit of any person listed in or des-
ignated pursuant to subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, and (ii) the receipt of any contribution 
or provision of funds, goods, or services from 
any such person. 

Sec. 2. (a) Any transaction by a United 
States person or within the United States that 
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading 
or avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the 
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any 
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is 
prohibited. 

Sec. 3. For the purposes of this order: 
(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual 

or entity; 
(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, 

association, trust, joint venture, corporation, 
group, subgroup, or other organization; and 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means 
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws 
of the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States (including foreign 
branches), or any person in the United 
States. 

Sec. 4. For those persons listed in or des-
ignated pursuant to this order who might 
have a constitutional presence in the United 
States, I find that, because of the ability to 
transfer funds or other assets instanta-
neously, prior notice to such persons of 
measures to be taken pursuant to this order 
would render these measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures 
to be effective in addressing the national 
emergency declared in this order, there need 
be no prior notice of a listing or determina-

tion made pursuant to subsection 1(a) of this 
order. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
after consultation with the Secretary of State, 
is hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to 
the President by the IEEPA and the UNPA 
as may be necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this order. The Secretary of the Treasury 
may redelegate any of these functions to 
other officers and agencies of the United 
States Government, consistent with applica-
ble law. All executive agencies of the United 
States Government are hereby directed to 
take all appropriate measures within their au-
thority to carry out the provisions of this 
order and, where appropriate, to advise the 
Secretary of the Treasury in a timely manner 
of the measures taken. The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall ensure compliance with those 
provisions of section 401 of the NEA (50 
U.S.C. 1641) applicable to the Department 
of the Treasury in relation to this order. 

Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
after consultation with the Secretary of State, 
is hereby authorized to submit the recurring 
and final reports to the Congress on the na-
tional emergency declared in this order, con-
sistent with section 401(c) of the NEA (50 
U.S.C. 1641(c)) and section 204(c) of the 
IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)). 

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
after consultation with the Secretary of State, 
is hereby authorized, subsequent to the 
issuance of this order, to determine, and to 
take necessary action to give effect to that 
determination, that circumstances no longer 
warrant the blocking of the property and in-
terests in property of, or the prohibiting of 
transactions with, a person listed in the 
Annex to this order. 

Sec. 8. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right, benefit, or privi-
lege, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, in-
strumentalities, or entities, its officers or em-
ployees, or any other person. 
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Sec. 9. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m. 
eastern standard time on October 30, 2006. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 27, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:12 p.m., October 30, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 31, and 
it and its attached annex were published in the 
Federal Register on October 31. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons Contributing to the 
Conflict in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 
October 27, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the 

International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b)(IEEPA), and section 
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1631 (NEA), I hereby report that I 
have issued an Executive Order (the ‘‘order’’) 
blocking the property of certain persons con-
tributing to the conflict in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. In that order, I de-
clared a national emergency to deal with the 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States posed by that 
conflict, as described below. 

The conflict in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo has been the deadliest conflict 
since World War II, with an estimated four 
million dead since 1996, many from hunger 
and disease resulting from the fighting. The 
United Nations Security Council, in Resolu-
tion 1596 of April 18, 2005, Resolution 1649 
of December 21, 2005, Resolution 1698 of 
July 31, 2006, and numerous other resolu-
tions, has expressed serious concern over the 
presence of armed groups and militias in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, which 
perpetuate both the conflict in the country 
and a climate of insecurity throughout the 
entire region. 

The conflict has been marked by serious 
violations of human rights and international 

humanitarian law by these militias and armed 
groups, including the massacre of civilians, 
sexual violence against women and girls, and 
the recruitment and use of children in the 
hostilities. The perpetuation of the conflict 
undermines the progress and promise of the 
Global and All-Inclusive Agreement on the 
Transition in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, signed in 2002, which created a proc-
ess that can lead to the long-term restoration 
of peace and stability, national reconciliation, 
and establishment of the rule of law. 

The order blocks the property and inter-
ests in property in the United States, or in 
the possession or control of United States 
persons, of the persons listed in the Annex 
to the order, as well as of any person deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, after 
consultation with the Secretary of State 

• to be a political or military leader of a 
foreign armed group operating in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo that 
impedes the disarmament, repatriation, 
or resettlement of combatants; 

• to be a political or military leader of a 
Congolese armed group that impedes 
the disarmament, demobilization, or re-
integration of combatants; 

• to be a political or military leader re-
cruiting or using children in armed con-
flict in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo in violation of applicable inter-
national law; 

• to have committed serious violations of 
international law involving the targeting 
of children in situations of armed con-
flict in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, including killing and maiming, 
sexual violence, abduction, and forced 
displacement; or 

• to have directly or indirectly supplied, 
sold, or transferred to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, or been the re-
cipient in the territory of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo of, arms 
and related materiel, including military 
aircraft and equipment, or advice, train-
ing, or assistance, including financing 
and financial assistance, related to mili-
tary activities. 

The designation criteria will be applied 
consistent with applicable Federal law, in-
cluding, where appropriate, the First 
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Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion. 

The order also authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to designate for blocking any 
person determined to have materially as-
sisted, sponsored, or provided financial, ma-
terial, or technological support for, or goods 
or services in support of, the activities listed 
above or any person listed in or designated 
pursuant to the order. I further authorized 
the Secretary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to designate 
for blocking any person determined to be 
owned or controlled by, or acting or pur-
porting to act for or on behalf of, directly 
or indirectly, any person listed in or des-
ignated pursuant to the order. The Secretary 
of the Treasury, after consultation with the 
Secretary of State, is also authorized to deter-
mine that circumstances no longer warrant 
the blocking of the property and interests in 
property of, or the prohibiting of transactions 
with, a person listed in the Annex to the 
order. 

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary of 
State, the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to 
the President by the IEEPA and the United 
Nations Participation Act, as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of the order. 
All executive agencies are directed to take 
all appropriate measures within their author-
ity to carry out the provisions of the order. 

The order, a copy of which is enclosed, 
became effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern stand-
ard time on October 30, 2006. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on October 31. 

Proclamation 8079—National 
Hospice Month, 2006 
October 30, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans demonstrate the great compas-

sion of our country by caring for those in 
need. During National Hospice Month, we 
recognize hospice caregivers for their dedica-
tion to providing comfort and peace to indi-
viduals in their last days and helping build 
a society that values the life and dignity of 
every person. 

Hospice physicians, nurses, counselors, 
and volunteers bring care and support to the 
terminally ill through physical, psychological, 
social, and spiritual aid. By helping control 
pain and minimize other symptoms, these 
men and women bring relief to those who 
are terminally ill and show them the utmost 
respect. Hospice care enables many of our 
citizens to spend their final days in comfort 
and dignity surrounded by loved ones. This 
palliative care plays a vital role in our Na-
tion’s health care system, and the dedicated 
work of hospice caregivers helps ensure that 
our citizens receive the services and support 
they need. Hospice caregivers also reach out 
to families and friends to provide guidance 
and counseling after the loss of a loved one. 

Our Nation is grateful for the tireless ef-
forts of hospice volunteers and medical pro-
fessionals, and during National Hospice 
Month, we recognize the kindness of hospice 
caregivers and their devotion to making our 
country a more loving and caring place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2006 
as National Hospice Month. I encourage all 
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities. I also ask 
Americans to recognize our health care pro-
fessionals and volunteers for their contribu-
tions to helping provide comfort and care to 
those facing terminal illness. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
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year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 31, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 2. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Special Envoy for Sudan Andrew S. 
Natsios 
October 31, 2006 

I’ve just had a meeting with the Presi-
dential Special Envoy to Sudan, Andrew 
Natsios. I asked Andrew to serve our country 
and really serve the cause of humanity by 
taking on this important assignment. He’s 
working very closely with Secretary Rice. He 
brought—he was just there for 10 days, and 
he came back with a grim report about the 
human condition of a lot of people who suf-
fer. 

And, you know, Andrew—the good thing 
about Andrew is—one thing, he puts a report 
out there, but he also understands we’ve got 
to do something about it. And the United 
States is going to work with the international 
community to come up with a single plan 
on how to address this issue and save lives. 
And Andrew is going to work with other part-
ners in peace, and they’ll take that plan to 
the current Government of Sudan. 

One element of the plan is something that 
I strongly supported all along, and that there 
needs to be a credible and effective inter-
national force to go into Darfur to save lives, 
to make it clear that the international com-
munity respects human life, and the inter-
national community will work in concert to 
save human life. 

Andrew, I want to thank you for taking 
on this assignment. The situation in Darfur 
is on our minds. The people who suffer there 
need to know that the United States will 
work with others to help solve the problem. 
And the Government of Sudan must under-
stand that we’re serious, when you deliver 

a message to them on behalf of our Govern-
ment, that we’re earnest and serious about 
their necessity to step up and work with the 
international community. So thank you, An-
drew, for that. 

Today, as well, we had news out of the 
Far East. There is an agreement to restart 
the six-party talks concerning North Korea. 
I’m pleased, and I want to thank the Chinese 
for encouraging the meeting that got the 
agreement to get the six-party talks restarted. 
I’ve always felt like it is important for the 
United States to be at the table with other 
partners when it comes time to addressing 
this important issue. 

And so I thank not only the Chinese but 
the South Koreans, the Japanese, and the 
Russians for agreeing to come back to the 
table with North Korea. We’ll be sending 
teams to the region to work with our partners 
to make sure that the current United Nations 
Security Council resolution is enforced, but 
also to make sure that the talks are effec-
tive—that we achieve the results we want, 
which is a North Korea that abandons their 
nuclear weapons programs and her nuclear 
weapons in a verifiable fashion, in return for 
a better way forward for her people. 

And so I’m very pleased with the progress 
being made in the Far East. Obviously, we’ve 
still got a lot of work to do. But I want to 
thank the Secretary for her good work when 
she went out to the region and assure the 
American people, we’ll continue to work to 
resolve this in a peaceful way. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:26 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Georgia Victory 2006 
Rally in Perry, Georgia 
October 31, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. It’s great to be back in the State of 
Georgia. Just seems like I was here yesterday. 
[Laughter] I must have Georgia on my mind. 
[Laughter] 
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I got something else on my mind, and that 
is to make sure Mac Collins becomes the next 
United States Congressman from this dis-
trict. I appreciate you coming. He’s a self- 
made guy. He’s a no-nonsense fellow. He’s 
got a lot of common sense—just the kind of 
person you want representing you in Wash-
ington, DC. 

You know, he kind of reminds me of a lot 
of folks in my home State. See, they didn’t 
start off as a Republican. He was a Butts 
County commissioner, and he ran as a Dem-
ocrat—a Reagan Democrat. And then he saw 
the direction of where the Washington, DC, 
Democrats were taking his party, so he came 
home. He came home to a party—[ap-
plause]—he feels like I feel: We don’t want 
Washington Democrats running the House 
of Representatives. 

And I appreciate you coming to express 
your support for Mac. I’m honored you’re 
here. With your hard work, Mac Collins will 
be elected, and we’re going to keep control 
of the House and the Senate. 

I’m proud to be here with Julie—that’s 
Mac’s wife. She, like my wife, is a very pa-
tient person. Mac married above himself— 
[laughter]—so did I. Laura sends her love. 
She sends her love to the Collinses, but she 
also sends her love to your Governor—you 
talk about a man who deserves to be re-
elected, and that’s Sonny Perdue. He’s done 
in office exactly what he said he’s going to 
do, and the State of Georgia is better for it. 

I’m proud to be here with two United 
States Senators who are making a huge dif-
ference in the Nation’s capital, folks who rep-
resent your State with a lot of class and a 
lot of dignity, Senator Saxby Chambliss and 
Senator Johnny Isakson. 

It’s a good sign when you’ve got sitting 
Members of the United States Congress 
coming in to help one of their former col-
leagues, see. It means they know him; they 
respect him; they like him. So please join me 
and welcome Charlie Norwood, Phil 
Gingrey, and Tom Price. 

I’m proud to be here with the next Lieu-
tenant Governor of the State of Georgia, 
Senator Casey Cagle. I thank all the other 
candidates, and I thank all the grassroots ac-
tivists. You’re the people who put up the 
signs, make the phone calls, convince people 

to go to the polls. I want to thank you in 
advance for what you’re going to do. 

We’re driving toward victory. Now I know 
up in Washington, they’ve already decided 
the outcome of the election. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. They’re measuring the 

drapes in their new offices. 
Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. The same thing happened 

in 2004, you might remember. In 2004, the 
movers never showed up, and they’re not 
going to show up in 2006. 

One reason we’re going to win this election 
is because we’ve accomplished a lot. We’ve 
done what the people expect us to do. We 
went up and represented the people’s inter-
ests. You know, for decades, the public 
school system failed too many children, so 
we passed the No Child Left Behind Act and 
demanded schools show results in return for 
money. Test scores are rising; an achieve-
ment gap is closing; and we’re bringing 
America closer to the day when every single 
child gets a quality education. 

For decades, we’ve been growing too de-
pendent on foreign oil, so we decided to do 
something about it. We passed a good piece 
of energy legislation that encourages con-
servation, encourages domestic production. 
But it does something else: It spends your 
money on new technologies so that we can 
use Georgia crops to fuel and power auto-
mobiles. 

One thing you don’t have to worry about 
Mac, he understands what I know: If the 
farm economy is strong, the American econ-
omy benefits. So for the sake of national se-
curity, we want our farmers growing the fuel 
of the 21st century. 

Medicare was an outdated program. It’s 
an important program. If you’re a senior, you 
know how important Medicare is. But you 
might remember, Medicare was becoming 
old, and it needed to be modernized. As a 
result of legislation that I signed, 33 million 
seniors have more choices and access to pre-
scription drugs, but more importantly, the 
days of poor seniors having to choose be-
tween food and medicine—they’re over. 

For decades, we haven’t had complete 
control over our southern border. Illegal im-
migration has been on the rise, so we acted. 
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I sent the National Guard down on the bor-
der to help our Border Patrol. We’re in the 
process of modernizing that southern border. 
We’re adding Border Patrol agents. We’ll re-
form our immigration system, and we will 
uphold the immigration laws of the United 
States. 

For decades, activist judges have tried to 
redefine America by court order. I don’t 
know if you paid attention recently to that 
New Jersey case—another activist court 
issued a ruling that raises doubt about the 
institution of marriage. We believe that mar-
riage is a union between a man and a woman 
and should be defended. 

And I will continue to appoint judges who 
strictly interpret the law and not legislate 
from the bench. When you’re out rounding 
up the votes, you remind people that Amer-
ica is better off with John Roberts and Sam 
Alito as members of the Supreme Court. And 
I want to thank these two United States Sen-
ators for helping these two fine men become 
confirmed. 

We’ve got something to run on. We’ve got 
a record to run on. And with Mac Collins 
back in the Congress, we’re going to build 
on that record. Obviously, there are big dif-
ferences between how Republicans think and 
Washington Democrats think. Perhaps the 
two biggest areas of difference, though, come 
down to how much money you’re going to 
have in your pocket—that’s taxes—and 
which political party is going to take the nec-
essary steps to defend you. 

First, let me talk about taxes. Mac and I 
have a philosophy. It says, you can spend 
your money better than the Government can. 
As a matter of fact, we believe that when 
you have more money in your pocket for you 
to save or spend or invest, the economy bene-
fits. The Democrats believe they need more 
of your money to spend because they can 
spend it better than you can. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. But you know, sometimes 

philosophers don’t act. We act. See, we say 
we’re going to do something, and we do it. 
And we cut the taxes on everybody who pays 
income taxes; we doubled the child tax credit; 
we reduced the marriage penalty; we cut 
taxes on small businesses; we cut taxes on 
capital gains and dividends; and for the sake 

of our family businesses and farmers, we put 
the death tax on the road to extinction. 

Oh, you might remember the debates— 
I certainly remember them. Democrats in 
Washington predicted the tax cuts would not 
create jobs, would not increase wages, and 
would cause the Federal deficit to explode. 
Well, the facts are in. The tax cuts have led 
to a strong economy that’s added 6.6 million 
new jobs since August of 2003. Real wages 
are on the rise, and the deficit has been cut 
in half 3 years ahead of schedule. 

Tax cuts work, and Mac Collins under-
stands that, and the Democrats don’t. I want 
the folks out there who are trying to make 
up their mind about this election to under-
stand that the Democrats don’t want you to 
know what their tax plans are. They just don’t 
want you to know. 

Recently the top Democrat leader in the 
House made this observation. She said, ‘‘We 
love tax cuts.’’ Given her record, she must 
be a secret admirer. [Laughter] She and her 
party voted against reducing the marriage 
penalty, reduced—voted against cutting taxes 
on small businesses, voted against lowering 
taxes for families with children, voted against 
every single tax cut. If this is her definition 
of love, I’d hate to see her definition of hate. 
[Laughter] 

See, it’s important for you to understand, 
when you’re out there hustling for the vote, 
that if these tax cuts are not made permanent 
or not extended, your taxes are going up. See, 
that’s what happens. If they don’t extend the 
tax cuts or pass a law that says they’ll be a 
permanent part of the law, you can count 
on your taxes going up. I think it is interesting 
to note that the person who wants to be the 
head of the Ways and Means Committee for 
the Democrats said that he can’t think of one 
tax cut that he would extend. See, that’s code 
word for ‘‘get ready.’’ If the Democrats take 
the House, your taxes are going up. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. And it’s a fundamental 

issue in this campaign. They may try to hide 
their intentions, but that’s what’s going to 
happen. And I want you to think about it: 
If the tax cuts aren’t made permanent or not 
extended and you’ve got a child, your taxes 
will go up $500 a child. The tax credit is now 
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$1,000 per child, thanks to people like Mac 
Collins. 

The man who wants to be the head of the 
tax committee said they’re not going to ex-
tend those tax cuts, which means the tax 
credit goes from $1,000 a child to $500 a 
child. So when you get to dinner tonight and 
you’re sitting around the table with your chil-
dren, you can just count heads—[laughter]— 
and multiply that by $500. So if you’re a fam-
ily with four children, that’s four times 500, 
is 2,000. That’s a $2,000 tax increase. That 
may not sound like a lot to Washington 
Democrats, but it sounds like a lot to me 
and Mac Collins, and we’re going to keep 
your taxes low. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time. When our children and grandchildren 
look back on this period, one question will 
overwhelm all the rest: Did we do everything 
in our power to fight and to win the war on 
terror? That’s the fundamental question this 
generation faces. 

We face an enemy that is brutal. There 
is no negotiation with these people. You can’t 
try to talk reason into these totalitarians. 
They have an ideology. Make no mistake 
about it, they believe things. What they really 
believe is, they believe freedom is bad. They 
can’t stand the thought of free societies. And 
that’s why they hate what the United States 
of America stands for: the ability for people 
to worship freely. The ability for people to 
vote and to express their opinion freely is 
something we hold dear. It’s the exact oppo-
site of what these ideologues believe in and 
what they’re trying to impose on other parts 
of the world. 

The best way to protect the American peo-
ple is to bring the enemies to justice before 
they hurt us again. And the best way to pro-
tect you is to make sure our professionals 
have all the tools necessary to do their job. 
When it comes time to protecting the home-
land, the United States of America must be 
right 100 percent of the time, and the enemy, 
which desires to strike us again, only has to 
be right once. 

And that’s why I decided to work with the 
Congress and our professionals to change 
some things. I decided it didn’t make any 
sense to have a wall between our intelligence 
and our law enforcement folks. It may be 

hard for you to believe, but right around Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, the folks in charge 
of protecting you couldn’t share intelligence. 
And so I asked Congress to pass the PA-
TRIOT Act to tear down that wall—[ap-
plause]—that enabled people to share infor-
mation. 

This is a different kind of war. I know 
there’s probably some World War II vets out 
there. In those wars, you could measure 
progress by how many airplanes you were 
able to shoot down, or you were able to meas-
ure progress by how much landmass you 
took. This is a different kind of war. This 
is a war that requires good information in 
order for this Government to do its most im-
portant job, which is to protect you. And so 
therefore, I felt it was important, if Al Qaida 
or an Al Qaida affiliate was making a phone 
call into the United States, we better under-
stand what they’re calling about. 

In this different kind of war, we pick up 
people off the battlefield. We captured peo-
ple like Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who our 
intelligence officers believe was the master-
mind of the September the 11th attacks. I 
felt it was important for the Central Intel-
ligence Agency to be in a position to question 
this person to determine if he knew informa-
tion that would be necessary to protect you. 

Now I want you to—when you’re out 
rounding up the vote, and people say, ‘‘Well, 
there’s no difference between them,’’ or 
they’re saying, ‘‘Well, maybe I feel com-
fortable with the Washington Democrats,’’ I 
want you to remind them about these three 
votes we just recently had. There’s a clear 
pattern. When it came time to renew the PA-
TRIOT Act, more than 75 percent of the 
Members—Democrat Members in the 
House of Representatives voted no. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When it came time to vote 

on whether to allow the CIA to continue its 
program to detain and question captured ter-
rorists, almost 80 percent of the House 
Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. And when it came time 

to vote on whether the National Security 
Agency should continue to monitor terrorist 
communications, almost 90 percent of the 
House Democrats voted against it. 
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Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. On all these vital meas-

ures—measures necessary to protect you— 
the Democrats in Washington follow a sim-
ple philosophy: Just say no. When it comes 
to listening in on the terrorists, what’s the 
Democrats’ answer? Just say no. When it 
comes to detaining terrorists, what’s the 
Democrats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to ques-

tioning terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ an-
swer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to trying 

the terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ answer? 
Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. So when the Democrats 

ask for your vote on November the 7th, 
what’s your answer? 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. One thing is, the people 

in this district don’t have to worry about Mac 
Collins giving the professionals the tools nec-
essary to protect you. Those tools are nec-
essary—no question about it. But the best 
way to protect you is to stay on the offense, 
is to keep the pressure on the enemy. It’s 
hard to plan and plot attacks against America 
if you’re on the run, and that’s exactly what 
our brave professionals are doing. 

It’s important that the United States not 
forget the lessons of September the 11th, 
2001. I assure you I’m not going to forget 
them. And one of the important lessons is 
that when we see a threat overseas, we’ve 
got to take that threat seriously. When you 
see a threat, you just can’t hope for the best 
in this day and age where terrorists are capa-
ble of inflicting damage on the homeland. 
I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. Members 
of the United States Congress from both po-
litical parties saw that same threat. The 
United Nations saw the threat. I made the 
right decision in getting Saddam Hussein out 
of power. 

In this global war against extremists who 
use murder as a weapon, Iraq is now the cen-
tral front. Oh, I’ve heard all of the voices 
in Washington, DC. They say—a lot of them 
say, ‘‘It’s just a distraction in the war on ter-
ror’’—that it’s not a part of the war on terror, 
people in Washington—Democrats say. 

Well, all I ask if you’re undecided about this 
important issue is, just listen to the words 
of Usama bin Laden or Mr. Zawahiri, the 
number-two of Al Qaida. Usama bin Laden 
calls this fight the third world war. He has 
said that victory for the terrorists in Iraq will 
mean America’s defeat and disgrace forever. 
It’s important to listen to the words of the 
enemy if you’re in war. 

Now I want you to listen to the words of 
a senior Democrat in the House of Rep-
resentatives. The reason I bring this up is, 
I want you to understand there is a different 
mindset in Washington. She said, ‘‘The Presi-
dent says that fighting them there in Iraq 
means it’s less likely we will have to fight 
them here.’’ I did say that, and I strongly 
believe it. ‘‘The opposite is true,’’ she went 
on to say, ‘‘Because we are fighting them 
there, it may become more likely we will 
have to fight them here.’’ 

I want to remind that person that Iraq is 
not the reason that the terrorists are in war 
against us. We were not in Iraq when the 
terrorists bombed the World Trade Center 
in 1993. We weren’t in Iraq when they blew 
up the USS Cole or the Embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania. And we were not in Iraq on 
September the 11th, 2001, when they killed 
nearly 3,000 citizens on U.S. soil. You do not 
create terrorists by fighting the terrorists. 
The best way to protect you is to find the 
terrorists where they exist and bring them 
to justice so they can’t hurt you again. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. Our goal is for 
a young democracy to be able to sustain 
itself, govern itself, and defend itself, and 
serve as an ally in the war on terror. And 
the fighting is tough. No question about it, 
it’s tough. It’s tough because we face a brutal 
enemy without conscience. It’s tough be-
cause the enemy kills innocent men, women, 
and children. It is tough because they film 
the atrocities, and they broadcast them for 
the world to see. You see, they believe that 
the United States does not have the will nec-
essary to complete the mission. That’s what 
they believe. They don’t understand this 
country. We will never run in the face of 
thugs and assassins. We will defend our-
selves. 

Our goals haven’t changed, but our tactics 
constantly adjust. Our commanders on the 
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ground have what it takes to succeed. And 
if they don’t, I’ll make sure they do. The 
enemy changes; we change. We got a lot of 
good things going for us in Iraq, starting with 
one of the finest United States militaries 
ever. 

In the midst of a heated campaign season, 
there are some things we should all be able 
to agree on. And one of the most important 
is that every one of our troops deserves our 
respect and our gratitude. 

Yesterday my opponent in 2004 Presi-
dential race, Senator Kerry, was speaking to 
a group of young people in California. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I want you to listen to 

what he said. He said, ‘‘You know education, 
if you make the most of it, you study hard, 
you do your homework, and you make an 
effort to be smart, you can do well; if you 
don’t, you get stuck in Iraq.’’ 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. The Senator’s suggestion 

that the men and women of our military are 
somehow uneducated is insulting and it is 
shameful. The members of the United States 
military are plenty smart, and they are plenty 
brave, and the Senator from Massachusetts 
owes them an apology. 

Whatever party you’re in, in America, our 
troops deserve the full support of our Gov-
ernment. And I don’t have any doubt that 
Mac Collins will stand strong for the men 
and women who wear the uniform of the 
United States. 

Something else is going for us when it 
comes to victory in Iraq, and that is the Iraqi 
citizens. They’ve endured unspeakable vio-
lence, but they are determined to repulse the 
extremists and the radicals. Nearly 12 million 
went to the polls and said, ‘‘We want to be 
free.’’ You know, I was pleased with the turn-
out, but I wasn’t surprised, because I believe 
there is an Almighty. And I believe one of 
the great gifts of the Almighty to every man 
and woman on the face of the Earth is free-
dom. 

We’ll help the Iraqis build their economy; 
we’ll help them make sure their political sys-
tem unites the country, and we’ll help them 
defend themselves. The only way we can lose 
in Iraq is if we leave before the job is done. 
This is a vital issue for the security of our 

children. And yet when you listen to the na-
tional Democrats in Washington for their 
plan, if you listen for a plan, you will find 
they don’t have one. They do not have a plan 
for victory on this vital issue. 

Iraq is a central front in the war on terror, 
but the only thing they want to do is leave 
before the job is done. I want you to hear 
some of the voices of leading Democrats. 
They say we should pull our troops off the 
battlefield right away. My opponent in 2004 
said there should be a fixed date for with-
drawal. Others suggest that we ought to move 
our troops some 5,000 miles away to an is-
land. Nineteen House Democrats introduced 
legislation that would cut off all the funds 
for the troops in Iraq. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I thought it was illustrative 

to listen to a United States Senator from the 
Democrat Party say last week, ‘‘We haven’t 
coalesced around a single plan, but we’re in 
a general agreement on basic principles.’’ 
She’s right; they are in agreement. They will 
leave before the job is done. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. However they put it, the 

Democrat approach comes down to this: The 
terrorists win, and America loses. And that’s 
what’s at stake in this election. The Demo-
crats want to get us out of Iraq, and the Re-
publican goal is to win in Iraq. I’m not saying 
these good folks are unpatriotic; I’m just say-
ing they’re wrong. You can’t win a war if 
you’re not willing to fight it. 

I want you to go home and think about 
what retreat from Iraq would mean, before 
the job is done. It would embolden the 
enemy. It would enable them to ridicule 
countries like the United States to folks who 
are wondering where the balance of power 
will lay in the world. It will embolden the 
extremists and radicals. It will enable them 
to gain a new safe haven from which to 
launch further attacks on the United States. 
It would strengthen the hand of the extrem-
ists and deny hope to millions and millions 
of people who simply want to live a peaceful 
life. It would dishonor the sacrifice of the 
men and women who have worn our uni-
form. 

I want you to understand, in this different 
kind of war, if we leave Iraq before the job 
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is done, the enemy will follow us here. Envi-
sion a world in which moderate governments 
have been toppled by the extremists because 
we left; envision a world in which people use 
oil—extremists use oil as blackmail to the 
Western World; envision a world in which 
a country which can’t stand America has a 
nuclear weapon. And people will look back 
and say, ‘‘What happened to them in the year 
2006? How come they couldn’t see the im-
pending danger to a generation of young 
Americans? Why weren’t they willing to de-
fend our security at that moment?’’ 

I see the impending danger. I will use all 
assets at my disposal to do the most impor-
tant job of the Government, and that is de-
fend you. We will fight in Iraq, and we will 
win in Iraq. Oh, I know there are Democrats 
and independents in a great State like Geor-
gia who do not share the views of the Demo-
crat leadership in Washington. You may not 
agree with Republicans on every issue, but 
you should also realize what voting Democrat 
in this election would mean for the war on 
terror. 

When you vote next Tuesday, your vote 
will determine more than who is your local 
Congressman. It will also determine which 
party’s leadership will set the agenda on Cap-
itol Hill. A vote to send a Democrat to Con-
gress is a vote for the liberal Democrat lead-
ership in Washington, DC. A vote to send 
a Democrat to Congress is a vote to make 
the Senate majority leader a man who 
bragged about killing the PATRIOT Act. A 
vote to send a Democrat to Congress is a 
vote to make the chairman of the Senate In-
telligence Committee a man who said the 
world would be better off if Saddam Hussein 
were still in power. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. A vote to send a Democrat 

to Washington is a vote to make the chairman 
of the House Ways and Means Committee 
a man who has suggested cutting off funds 
for our troops on the battlefield. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. A vote to send a Democrat 

to Congress is a vote to make the Speaker 
of the House—the third person in line for 
the Presidency—a woman who said that cap-
turing Usama bin Laden would not make 
America any safer. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. If you want leaders in the 

United States Congress who will do what it 
takes to defend America and keep our coun-
try safe, then vote for Mac Collins on No-
vember the 7th. 

I can’t thank you enough for coming. I 
hope you go forth from the hall and round 
up our fellow Republicans, discerning 
Democrats, discerning independents and re-
mind them about the stakes in this election. 
If you want your taxes low, if you want more 
of your own money to spend the way you 
see fit, vote Republican and vote Mac Col-
lins. If you want this country to stay on the 
offense, to do everything we can to protect 
you, to do everything we can to do our most 
fundamental duty—and that is to protect the 
United States of America—vote Republican 
and send Mac Collins to the United States 
Congress. 

I’m sure glad to be back in Georgia. I 
thank you for coming. May God bless you, 
and may God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m. at the 
Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter. In 
his remarks, he referred to former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; and Usama bin Laden, lead-
er of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Proclamation 8080—Veterans Day, 
2006 
October 31, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Through the generations, America’s men 

and women in uniform have defeated tyrants, 
liberated continents, and set a standard of 
courage and idealism for the entire world. 
On Veterans Day, our Nation pays tribute 
to those who have proudly served in our 
Armed Forces. 

To protect the Nation they love, our vet-
erans stepped forward when America needed 
them most. In conflicts around the world, 
their sacrifice and resolve helped destroy the 
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enemies of freedom and saved millions from 
oppression. In answering history’s call with 
honor, decency, and resolve, our veterans 
have shown the power of liberty and earned 
the respect and admiration of a grateful Na-
tion. 

All of America’s veterans have placed our 
Nation’s security before their own lives, cre-
ating a debt that we can never fully repay. 
Our veterans represent the best of America, 
and they deserve the best America can give 
them. 

As we recall the service of our Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guards-
men, we are reminded that the defense of 
freedom comes with great loss and sacrifice. 
This Veterans Day, we give thanks to those 
who have served freedom’s cause; we salute 
the members of our Armed Forces who are 
confronting our adversaries abroad; and we 
honor the men and women who left Amer-
ica’s shores but did not live to be thanked 
as veterans. They will always be remembered 
by our country. 

With respect for and in recognition of the 
contributions our service men and women 
have made to the cause of peace and freedom 
around the world, the Congress has provided 
(5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each 
year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday 
to honor veterans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim November 11, 2006, as 
Veterans Day and urge all Americans to ob-
serve November 5 through November 11, 
2006, as National Veterans Awareness Week. 
I encourage all Americans to recognize the 
valor and sacrifice of our veterans through 
ceremonies and prayers. I call upon Federal, 
State, and local officials to display the flag 
of the United States and to support and par-
ticipate in patriotic activities in their commu-
nities. I invite civic and fraternal organiza-
tions, places of worship, schools, businesses, 
unions, and the media to support this na-
tional observance with commemorative ex-
pressions and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:31 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 2. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Sudan 

November 1, 2006 

On November 3, 1997, by Executive Order 
13067, the President declared a national 
emergency with respect to Sudan pursuant 
to the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Sudan. On 
April 26, 2006, by Executive Order 13400, 
I expanded the national emergency by deter-
mining that the conflict in Sudan’s Darfur 
region posed an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States, and I ordered 
the blocking of property of certain persons 
connected to that conflict. On October 13, 
2006, I issued Executive Order 13412 to 
amend the comprehensive sanctions with re-
spect to Sudan set forth in Executive Order 
13067. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Sudan continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on November 3, 1997, as expanded 
on April 26, 2006, must continue in effect 
beyond November 3, 2006. Therefore, con-
sistent with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing for 1 year the national emergency 
with respect to Sudan. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1945 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Nov. 2 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 1, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:31 a.m., November 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on November 2. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
November 1, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
Sudan emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond November 3, 2006. 

The crisis constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Sudan that led 
to the declaration of a national emergency 
on November 3, 1997, and the expansion of 
that emergency on April 26, 2006, has not 
been resolved. These actions and policies are 
hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States. Therefore, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency and to maintain sanctions against 
Sudan. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Remarks at a Montana Victory 2006 
Rally in Billings, Montana 
November 2, 2006 

The President. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. It’s good to be in a part of the 
world where the cowboy hats outnumber the 
ties. And I’m proud to be here in Big Sky 
country with a fine United States Senator in 
Conrad Burns. 

You might call him a plain-spoken fellow. 
[Laughter] As a matter of fact, I’ve heard 
some of them say that he’s a little rough on 
the English language. [Laughter] Where 
have I heard that before? [Laughter] 

Conrad, I’m keeping good company. We 
don’t need a lot of doublespeak in Wash-
ington. I think somebody who speaks plainly 
for the values of Montana is somebody you 
need to send back as your United States Sen-
ator. 

Laura sends her love. See, Conrad and I 
married above ourselves. [Laughter] I’m 
really proud to be here with Phyllis Burns. 
Phyllis, thank you for coming. There’s noth-
ing better than having a First Lady that you 
can be proud of. And I’m really proud of 
my First Lady, and I know you are as well. 
She knows Phyllis and Conrad well, and she 
joins me in saying: For the good of this State 
and for the good of the United States, send 
Conrad Burns back to Washington. 

I’m proud to be here with Denny Rehberg. 
He’s one of the strong Members of the 
United States Congress. Given my age and 
Conrad’s age, I guess you could say he’s a 
young star. [Laughter] But I’m proud to be 
with Denny and Jan. I want to thank the sec-
retary of state, Brad Johnson, who is with 
us. The former Governor, Judy Martz, is with 
us. I want to thank all the grassroots activists. 
Here’s what a grassroots activist is: A grass-
roots activist is somebody who is putting up 
the signs and making the phone calls and 
turning out the vote. I want to thank you 
in advance for what you’re going to do in 
these last days of the campaign—turn out the 
vote and send this man back to Washington. 

And I know you’ll join me in sprinting to 
the finish line. It’s interesting what’s hap-
pening in Washington, however. Some of 
them are already measuring the drapes for 
their new offices. [Laughter] See, they think 
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this election is over. They don’t understand 
that the people of Montana haven’t voted yet. 

Oh, we’ve been through this before. You 
might remember 2004. Some of them were 
picking out their new offices in the West 
Wing. [Laughter] The movers never got the 
call. [Laughter] And the same thing is going 
to happen on November the 7th. We will 
win the Senate, and we will win the House. 

And we’re going to win these elections be-
cause we understand the values and priorities 
of the American people. We’re going to win 
this election because our values and our pri-
orities do not shift because of the latest pub-
lic opinion poll. We’re going to win because 
we’ve got an optimistic and hopeful agenda. 

Let me tell you something about Conrad 
Burns. I’ve worked with him closely. He un-
derstands that when the ag economy is 
strong, the national economy benefits. He 
spends a lot of time talking to me about— 
saying, ‘‘Let’s get those foreign markets open 
for Montana beef.’’ We worked together on 
a good piece of farm legislation that’s helped 
Montana’s farmers and ranchers. If I were 
a farmer and rancher in this State, I’d want 
to make sure this man is sent back to the 
United States Senate. 

We got a lot to do. We’re going to continue 
to work to make sure this country is less de-
pendent on foreign oil. So we worked to-
gether to pass good energy legislation that 
supports conservation, expands domestic 
production, and invests in cutting-edge tech-
nologies. You got a lot of coal in this State. 
It’s very important for us to be able to use 
your coal in environmentally friendly ways. 
That’s why Conrad Burns promotes clean 
coal technology. And we’re also investing to 
bring alternative sources of fuel like ethanol 
and biodiesel to the markets quicker. Here’s 
what I want: I want Montana farmers grow-
ing crops that fuel our automobiles so I can 
tell the American people, we’re less depend-
ent on oil from parts of the world where peo-
ple don’t like us. 

And Senator Conrad Burns understands 
the importance of having good judges on the 
Federal bench. We believe that judges ought 
to strictly interpret the law and not legislate 
from the bench. Confirming Federal judges 
is one of the most important responsibilities 

of the Senate, and it is one of the most impor-
tant issues at stake in this election. 

When the people of Montana cast the bal-
lot on Tuesday, your vote will determine 
more than who represents you in the Mon-
tana—from Montana in the Senate. It will 
also determine what kind of judges sit on 
Federal courts all across the United States. 

At this moment, there are 50 vacancies on 
the Federal bench, and it is vital to maintain 
a Republican Senate so we can confirm the 
men and women I have nominated to fill 
those positions. Our record on appointing 
judges is clear. With the support of Senators 
like Conrad Burns, we have confirmed good 
judges, solid thinkers to the district court, to 
the circuit courts, and to the Supreme Court. 

America is better off because John Roberts 
and Sam Alito are now serving on the Su-
preme Court of the United States. The peo-
ple of Montana have got to understand, a 
vote for a Democrat Senator would be a vote 
against highly qualified judges like these. All 
you have to do is look at the record. When 
the Democrats held the Senate, they denied 
a hearing to over one-third of my nominees 
for the Court of Appeals. When they lost the 
majority in 2002, the Democrats didn’t 
change their tactics. They filibustered or op-
posed 19 of my nominees to the Court of 
Appeals. 

They tried to use the same tactics when 
Sam Alito’s Supreme Court nomination came 
before the Senate. More than half of the Sen-
ate Democrats voted to filibuster him. And 
when he finally did get a vote, 40 of the 44 
Democrats voted no. If the Democrats had 
their way, this man would not be sitting on 
the Supreme Court. 

John Roberts had to overcome strong 
Democrat opposition in the Senate to make 
it to the Federal bench. More than a decade 
ago, another President Bush nominated John 
Roberts to serve on the DC Court of Ap-
peals. A Democrat-controlled Senate denied 
him even a hearing. When I took office, I 
renominated him to that seat, and another 
Democrat chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
denied him a hearing. I think you’re begin-
ning to see the pattern. It was only after the 
Republicans took the Senate back in 2002 
that John Roberts got his hearing and got 
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his vote and was confirmed for the DC Cir-
cuit. And then I put him up for the Supreme 
Court, and we confirmed him as Chief Jus-
tice last year. 

Now I want you to hear this loud and clear: 
If the Democrats controlled the Senate, John 
Roberts would not be the Chief Justice today. 
He’d still be waiting for the Democrats to 
give him a hearing for his seat on the Court 
of Appeals. If the people of Montana want 
good judges, judges who will not legislate 
from the bench, judges like John Roberts and 
Sam Alito, you vote for Conrad Burns for 
the United States Senate. 

Now, there’s a lot of big issues facing the 
voters around the country. The two biggest 
issues are these: Which party is going to keep 
your taxes low and keep this economy grow-
ing; and which party is going to take the nec-
essary steps to protect you in this war on ter-
ror? 

First, let me talk about taxes. See, we have 
a philosophy—Conrad and Denny and I have 
a philosophy: We believe that you know how 
to spend your money far better than the Fed-
eral Government does. That stands in stark 
contrast to the Democrats, who want to take 
more of your own money because they think 
they can spend it better than you can spend 
it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We believe that when you 

have more money in your pocket to save, in-
vest, or spend, the economy benefits. The 
difference between some of them in Wash-
ington and those on the stage here is, we 
don’t just talk philosophy; we act. And so we 
passed the largest tax cuts since Ronald 
Reagan was the President. We cut taxes for 
everybody who pays income taxes. We dou-
bled the child tax credit. We reduced the 
marriage penalty. We cut taxes on small busi-
nesses. We cut taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends to encourage investment and jobs. And 
to reward family farmers and small-business 
owners for a lifetime of hard work, we put 
the death tax on the road to extinction. 

We got a record to run on. You might re-
member the debate in Washington—the 
Democrats predicted the tax cuts would not 
create jobs; they predicted they would not 
increase wages; and they said the Federal 
deficit would explode. Well, the facts are in. 

The truth is, the tax cuts have led to a grow-
ing economy that has added 6.6 million new 
jobs since August of 2003. The unemploy-
ment rate in the great State of Montana is 
3.6 percent. Real wages are on the rise, and 
we cut the deficit in half 3 years ahead of 
schedule. The tax cuts we passed are work-
ing. 

The Democrats are going to raise your 
taxes. They got a record too; they just don’t 
want you to know about it. Interestingly 
enough, the top Democrat leader in the 
House made this statement: She said, ‘‘We 
love tax cuts,’’ speaking about the Democrats. 
Well, given her record, she must be a secret 
admirer. [Laughter] 

She and her party voted against reducing 
the marriage penalty. They voted against cut-
ting taxes on small businesses. They voted 
against lowering taxes for families with chil-
dren. They voted against reducing capital 
gains and income—dividends, taxes on divi-
dends and capital gains. They voted against 
getting rid of the death tax. They voted 
against every single tax cut. Time and time 
again, when the Democrats in Washington 
had a opportunity to show their love for tax 
cuts, they voted no. If that’s their idea of 
love, I sure would hate to see what hate looks 
like. 

Those House Democrats have got a lot of 
company in the Senate too. We cut taxes in 
2003; 46 of 48 Democrats voted against it. 
During the debate over tax cuts, one senior 
Democrat in the Senate called our policies 
insulting. See, there’s a mindset; when you 
get in that box, I want you to remember, 
there’s a mindset amongst the Democrats: 
It’s insulting for you to have more of your 
own money. And others said the tax cuts were 
the wrong prescription for our economy. 

When people in Montana get in that voting 
booth, you remember what those tax cuts 
have done for our economy. If they take con-
trol of the Senate and the Congress, they 
don’t have to lift a finger to raise your taxes. 
See, these tax cuts are set to expire. And their 
leaders have said they’re going to let it expire. 
And if those tax cuts expire, it means your 
taxes are going up. 

Let me give you an example: If the child 
tax credit were to go from $1,000 to $500 
per child—which is what would happen if 
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these tax cuts were not extended or made 
permanent—those of you with children get 
to pay $500-a-child tax increases. So when 
you get home this evening, I want you to 
think about the Democrat plan for you. You 
can go around the table and count the num-
ber of children that are eating dinner, and 
you can multiple that by $500 a child. So 
if you’ve got four children and it’s 500 a 
child—the Democrats win, you’re paying 
$2,000 more in taxes. That may not seem like 
a lot to the Democrats in Washington, DC, 
but Conrad and I know it’s a lot, and that’s 
why we’re going to keep your taxes low. 

I want you to not fall prey to one other 
trick the Democrats like to say. They like to 
say, ‘‘Oh, we’re just going to tax the rich; we’ll 
only tax people who make a lot of money.’’ 
That’s not how it works in Washington. Their 
spending appetite exceeds their capacity to 
raise taxes. You might remember 1992; they 
went around the country saying, ‘‘Vote for 
us; we’ll give the middle class a tax cut.’’ 
Well, that middle class tax cut turned out 
to be one of the largest tax increases in the 
history of the United States. When it comes 
to taxes, the Democrats are going to tax who-
ever they can find, and we’re not going to 
let them because we’re going to put Conrad 
Burns back in the United States Senate. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for this country. When our children and 
grandchildren look back on this period, one 
question will overwhelm all the rest: Did we 
do everything in our power to fight and win 
the war on terror? I wish I could report to 
you that there wasn’t a war, but there is. 
There’s still an enemy that like—would like 
to strike the United States. These people are 
brutal. They have no conscience. They do 
have an ideology. They believe exactly the 
opposite of what we believe. We believe in 
basic freedoms: freedom to worship; freedom 
to dissent; freedom to speak. They do not 
believe in those freedoms. 

And yet they have a plan that says they’re 
going to extend their vision as far as they 
can extend it. It’s called a caliphate. You can-
not negotiate with these people. You cannot 
hope for the best in dealing with these peo-
ple. The best way to protect the American 
people is to find them and bring them to 
justice before they hurt us again. 

So our strategy is twofold. We’re on the 
offense overseas, and we’re doing everything 
we can to protect you here at home. And 
it’s a tough task because the enemy only has 
to be right one time, and we have got to be 
right 100 percent of the time to do our most 
important job, which is to protect the Amer-
ican people. 

And so that is why, after the enemy hit 
us, I worked to figure out ways to give the 
professionals on the frontline of protecting 
you the tools necessary to do so. There was 
a wall that prevented our intelligence folks 
from sharing information with law enforce-
ment. In this different kind of war, we need 
to have the best kind of intelligence so we 
can protect you. We need to know what the 
enemy is thinking so that we can do every-
thing we can to stop attacks. 

We designed a piece of legislation that 
protects our citizens and protects our civil 
liberties. It was called the PATRIOT Act. 
And this act—[applause]—and this vital law 
has helped break up terror cells across the 
United States. It’s an important piece of leg-
islation. If you expect the President and the 
professionals in Washington to do our jobs 
and protect you, you must put people in the 
Congress who will make sure we have the 
tools to do so. 

When it comes to this piece of legislation, 
the Senate Democrats wanted to have it both 
ways. In the 2000—2001, the Senate passed 
this bill 98 to 1. But when the bill came up 
for renewal in 2005, the Senate Democrats 
filibustered it. In fact, the Senate leader 
bragged, ‘‘We killed the PATRIOT Act.’’ 
There’s just a different mindset in Wash-
ington amongst these people. 

The Democrat attempt to filibuster the 
PATRIOT Act follows an approach that 
might sound familiar. They voted for it, right 
before they voted against it. [Laughter] Well, 
thanks to Senators like Conrad Burns, we 
overcame their filibuster. And I signed this 
important piece of legislation. 

I want to talk about two other measures, 
two other steps I’ve taken to make sure that 
this Government of ours can protect you. If 
Al Qaida is making a phone call into the 
United States, or an affiliate of Al Qaida is 
making a phone call into the United States, 
we want to know why. We want to know why 
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they’re making a call into our country. So 
when we created—I sent this bill up to the 
House, Denny supported it; 90 percent of 
the Democrats voted against it. It hasn’t 
made it to the Senate floor yet, but rest as-
sured, the folks there have a different atti-
tude about what it takes to protect you. I 
felt it was important in this different kind 
of war to understand what the enemy is 
thinking. 

And so when we captured people off the 
battlefield, I instructed the professionals at 
the Central Intelligence Agency to interro-
gate them. We picked up a man named 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed—let me tell you 
about him. Our intelligence folks thinks he 
was the mastermind of the September the 
11th attacks. He’s the person that organized 
and ordered the attacks. When we picked 
him up, I felt it was important, in order to 
protect you, that we found out what he knew. 
See, if he was the mastermind of one attack, 
he might be masterminding another attack, 
and therefore it made sense—if our most im-
portant job is to protect you—to find out 
what he knew. 

This bill came on the Senate floor. Conrad 
Burns strongly supported. Seventy percent of 
the Senate Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. On all these vital meas-

ures—measures necessary to fight and win 
the war on terror—the Democrats in Wash-
ington have followed a simple philosophy: 
Just say no. When it comes to listening on 
to the terrorist—listening to the terrorists, 
what’s the Democrats’ answer? Just say no. 
When it comes to detaining terrorists, what’s 
the Democrats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it came time to 

renew the PATRIOT Act, what was the 
Democrats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes time to 

questioning the terrorists, what’s the Demo-
crats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. And so when the Demo-

crats ask for your vote on November the 7th, 
what’s your answer? 

Audience members. No! 

The President. We are on the offense 
against the enemy wherever we can find 
them. One of the important lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th, in this new kind of war, 
America must take threats seriously before 
they come to the homeland. It’s important 
for the people of this State to understand 
that lesson. In other words, when we see a 
threat, we just can no longer hope that 
oceans will protect us. We can no longer 
hope for the best—that in order to protect 
you, we must be on the offense. I saw a threat 
in Saddam Hussein. Members of both polit-
ical parties saw a threat in Saddam Hussein. 
The United Nations saw a threat in Saddam 
Hussein. I made the right decision to take 
Saddam Hussein from power. 

And now Iraq is the central front in the 
war on terror. See, this is a global war. It 
is being fought on a variety of fronts. And 
Iraq is now the central front in this war. Oh, 
I hear them in Washington all the time say-
ing, Iraq is just a distraction from the war 
on terror. I don’t believe it’s a distraction. 
Our troops know it is not a distraction in the 
war on terror. And guess who else doesn’t 
think it’s a distraction? Usama bin Laden. He 
has called Iraq the third world war. He says 
that victory for the terrorists in Iraq will 
mean America’s defeat and disgrace forever. 

I want you to listen to the words of a Dem-
ocrat leader in Washington about Iraq, just 
to give you a sense of the difference of opin-
ion, a different mindset: ‘‘The President says 
that fighting them makes—fighting them 
there makes it less likely we’ll have to fight 
them there.’’ That’s exactly what I said. I said 
it then; I’m going to keep saying it because 
it’s true. ‘‘The opposite is true,’’ this lady 
went on to say, ‘‘Because we’re fighting them 
there, it may be more likely that we will have 
to fight them here.’’ I want to remind the 
Democrats that you do not create terrorism 
by fighting terrorists. 

Our troops were not in Iraq when the ter-
rorists first hit the Trade Center in 1993. Our 
troops were not in Iraq when they attacked 
in Kenya and Tanzania and the USS Cole. 
And our troops were not in Iraq on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, when they killed 
nearly 3,000 people. The best way to protect 
you is, when we find a terrorist, is to bring 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1950 Nov. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

them to justice. And that’s exactly what we’re 
going to continue to do. 

We have a plan for victory in Iraq. I’m 
not going to leave our troops there unless 
I can tell you we’re going to win. And our 
plan for victory is an Iraq that can govern 
itself, sustain itself, and defend itself and 
serve as an ally in the war on terror. And 
no question about it, the fighting in Iraq is 
tough. It’s tough because we face a brutal 
enemy that is willing to kill innocent men, 
women, and children in order to achieve 
their objective. And their objective is to 
shake the will of the United States. Their ob-
jective is to get enough carnage on the TV 
screens so that we withdraw before the job 
is done. I’ve got a message to the terrorists: 
America does not flee in the face of thugs 
and assassins. 

Our military is constantly adjusting to tac-
tics necessary to stay ahead of the enemy. 
When the enemy makes a decision, we move. 
And our troops are performing brilliantly in 
combat. No matter what your opinion is 
about my decision to go into Iraq, America 
needs to support the men and women who 
wear our uniform. And I know the people 
of Montana can count on Conrad Burns to 
make sure our troops have all that is nec-
essary to do the jobs I’ve asked them to do. 

Our troops are brave, and so are the Iraqis. 
They’ve been suffering unspeakable violence, 
yet they are dedicated to having a govern-
ment of and by and for the people. It’s easy 
to forget, but nearly 12 million people went 
to the polls to defy car bombers and assassins 
and said, ‘‘We want to live in a free society.’’ 
I was pleasantly pleased, but I wasn’t sur-
prised, because I believe freedom is uni-
versal. I believe there’s an Almighty, and I 
believe in the heart of every soul is the desire 
to be free. 

So we’ll help this Government politically; 
we’ll help them economically; and we’ll help 
train their security forces so they can take 
the fight to the enemy. And we’ll succeed. 
The only way we can fail is if we leave before 
the job is done. And that’s exactly what the 
Democrats want to do. 

You know, imagine this: We’re in the mid-
dle of a war on terror, and one of the most 
fundamental fights is in Iraq, and yet the 
Democrats have no plan for victory. They 

have no idea how to win. Harsh criticism is 
not a plan for victory. [Laughter] Leading 
Democrats argue we ought to pull our troops 
off the battlefield right now. Others suggest 
we ought to withdraw at a—on a specific 
date, even though the job may not have been 
finished. Others recommend moving our 
troops to an island some 5,000 miles away. 
These are serious leaders making these kinds 
of suggestions. 

Nineteen House Democrats introduced 
legislation that would cut off funds for our 
troops in Iraq. Last week, one of Conrad’s 
colleagues, a Democrat Senator, explained 
her party’s positions this way: ‘‘We haven’t 
coalesced around a single plan, but we’re in 
general agreement on the basic principles.’’ 
She’s right; they’re in agreement that we 
ought to leave Iraq before the job is done. 
I’m not saying these people are unpatriotic; 
I’m saying they’re wrong. You can’t win a war 
unless you’re willing to fight the war. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy. It would make 
this country more vulnerable to attacks. This 
is a different kind of war. In this war, if we 
leave early, if we leave before the job is done, 
the enemy will follow us here. If we leave 
Iraq before the job is done, it would enable 
these extremists and radicals to be able to 
recruit. If we leave before the job is done, 
it would embolden the extremists and it 
would dishonor the sacrifice of the men and 
women who have worn the uniform of the 
United States of America. 

The consequences of retreat from Iraq 
would be felt for generations. The enemy has 
said that they want to drive us out of Iraq 
because they want to establish safe haven, 
because they believe they can topple mod-
erate governments. I want you to envision 
a world in which extremists battle for power, 
in which moderate governments have been 
toppled, in which these radicals are then ca-
pable of using oil to extract blackmail from 
the West. 

Couple all that with a country with a nu-
clear weapon that can’t stand America, and 
a generation of Americans will say, ‘‘What 
happened in 2006? How come the leaders 
couldn’t see the impending dangers? Where 
were they when the warning signs were evi-
dent?’’ I want you to understand, I see the 
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impending danger. That is why we will sup-
port our troops; that is why we will fight the 
enemy; and that’s why we will win in Iraq. 

Victory in Iraq will be a blow to the terror-
ists and the extremists and the radicals. Vic-
tory will say to those in the Middle East who 
long for peace, you’ve got a friend in Amer-
ica. Victory will make Iraq an ally in the war 
on terror. Victory will say to young democ-
racies, we’re willing to stand with you. You 
see, we not only got great assets in our mili-
tary; we got a fantastic asset in the power 
of liberty. 

I want to share a story with you before 
we—before I unleash you to go turn out the 
vote. [Laughter] It’s a story of my recent trip 
to Elvis’s place. You might have heard about 
that. I went down there with then-sitting 
Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan. 

People said, ‘‘Well, why did you go to 
Elvis’s place?’’ Well, one, I had never been 
down there. And Laura was kind of—[laugh-
ter]—pushing me. She said, it’s about time 
we took a family vacation. [Laughter] Sec-
ondly, Prime Minister Koizumi wanted to go 
to Elvis’s place. He’s a big believer in—he 
loved Elvis, in other words. 

But I also wanted to tell a story, and it’s 
a story that many of you share here, too, be-
cause you had a relative, just like I did, that 
fought the Japanese. World War II came 
about; the Japanese attacked us at Pearl Har-
bor. In Pearl Harbor, we lost fewer people 
than we did at the World Trade Center and 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and at the Pen-
tagon. But it was an attack on the homeland. 
Thousands of young Americans volun-
teered—just like happening today, by the 
way. 

One of those volunteers was George H.W. 
Bush, Navy fighter pilot. And he, like a lot 
of other youngsters, fought hard against the 
Japanese. Thousands and thousands died. It 
was a bloody war. I find it very interesting 
that on the plane down to Elvis’s place, I 
was talking about keeping the peace with the 
Prime Minister of the former enemy. Some-
thing happened between my dad’s being in 
the Navy and your relatives being in the mili-
tary fighting the Japanese, and in 2006, the 
President of the United States talking about 
the peace. 

See, we’re talking about the fact that Japan 
had 1,000 troops in Iraq. Prime Minister 
Koizumi understands what I know: In this 
ideological struggle of moderation versus ex-
tremism, when you find a young democracy, 
you support that democracy. We talked about 
working to end the scourge of HIV/AIDS on 
the continent of Africa—understanding, to 
whom much is given, much is required. We 
were talking about the North Korean and 
how we must work together to convince him 
to give up his nuclear weapons. 

Something happened between World War 
II and talking about the peace: Japan adopted 
a Japanese-style democracy. The lesson of 
history is, liberty has got the capacity to con-
vert an enemy into an ally. Liberty has got 
the capacity to turn regions of despair into 
regions of hope. Freedom is universal. Peo-
ple desire to be free, and the more people 
that become free, the more likely it is our 
children will live in peace. 

Someday, duly elected leaders from the 
Middle East will be talking about keeping 
the peace with an American President, and 
generations of Americans will be better off 
for it. And that’s why I say these are historic 
times. In the election—the differences of 
opinion in this election are clear. If you want 
your taxes to go up, just go ahead and vote 
Democrat. If you want your taxes to stay low 
so this economy continue to grow and create 
opportunity, elect Conrad Burns to the 
United States Senate. If you want this coun-
try to do everything in its power to protect 
the American people, to stay on the offense 
against an enemy, and at the same time, cre-
ate the conditions for lasting peace, you vote 
for Conrad Burns for the United States Sen-
ate. And while you’re in there, make sure 
Denny goes back to Washington too. 

So my call for our fellow citizens is to leave 
the hall, find our fellow Republicans, and tell 
them we have a duty to vote; find discerning 
Democrats, and remind them about the 
stakes; find discerning independents, and tell 
them what’s at stake in this election. Work 
hard between now and election day. Turn 
out the vote, and Conrad Burns will be re-
elected for the United States Senate. 

God Bless. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at the 
MetraPark Arena. In his remarks, he referred to 
Janice Rehberg, wife of Representative Rehberg; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea. 

Remarks at a Nevada Victory 2006 
Rally in Elko, Nevada 

November 2, 2006 

The President. Thanks for coming. I ap-
preciate the warm welcome. It is nice to be 
in a part of the country where the cowboy 
hats outnumber the ties. I can’t thank you 
enough for coming out to say hello. 

And I’m proud to be here with three peo-
ple who I know you’re going to make sure 
win elections, starting with a fine United 
States Senator in John Ensign. His family set-
tled in Nevada 100 years ago, so it’s safe to 
say he’s got Nevada in his blood. I’m proud 
to be here with the next Congressman from 
this congressional district, Dean Heller. And 
finally, I’m pleased to be up here with the 
current Governor, my friend Kenny Guinn, 
and the future Governor, Congressman Jim 
Gibbons. 

Laura sends her best. I wish she were here 
in Elko with me. We were both raised in 
a part of the world that’s kind of like this, 
except the land was flat. [Laughter] But the 
people were warm. Down-to-earth, com-
monsense people live right here. And that’s 
the kind of people we need in Washington, 
DC. We’ve got plenty of highfliers over 
there; what we need is down-to-earth, com-
monsense people like John Ensign and Dean 
Heller. 

I want to thank State Senator Bill Raggio 
for joining us today. I appreciate your mayor, 
Mayor Mike Franzoia. Thank you, Mac. 
Good to see you again. I go over to Reno, 
to do an event—and I get off Air Force One, 
and guess who’s at the foot of Air Force One, 
your mayor. He welcomed me in Reno, and 
he’s welcomed me here to Elko. Mr. Mayor, 
thank you very much. I appreciate you and 
Anita being here today. I’m proud to be with 
you. 

I want to thank the Elko High School 
Band. Let me ask you something. You’re not 
skipping school, are you? [Laughter] You 
are? Well, I’m glad to provide a convenient 
excuse. [Laughter] If you’re 18, just remem-
ber who got you out of school today—[laugh-
ter]—and vote for who I ask you to vote for. 
If not, get a substitute for you in the polls— 
[laughter]—like mom or dad, brother or 
neighbor. Because see, we’re here talking 
about an election that is 5 days away. 

By the way, in Washington, some of them 
are already measuring the drapes in their 
new offices. [Laughter] 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. The pundits have already 

got it figured out what’s going to happen on 
election day, even before the people of Ne-
vada vote. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Oh, I’m used to that kind 

of stuff. I know you are. You might remem-
ber 2004. They were already picking out their 
offices in the West Wing. [Laughter] Except 
things turned a little differently, and they 
didn’t need the movers. And the same thing 
is going to happen this November 7th. When 
you turn out the vote, we’re going to hold 
the House and hold the Senate, and America 
is going to be better off for it. 

We’re going to win these elections because 
Republicans understand the values and the 
priorities of the American people. The other 
thing about Republicans is, our values and 
our priorities do not shift because of the lat-
est poll or focus group. We got a record to 
run on. See, we’ve done a lot to raise stand-
ards and accountability in public schools so 
no child is left behind. We’re working to re-
duce this country’s dependence on foreign 
oil. We’re working to make sure Americans 
have quality health care and that our seniors 
have got affordable prescription drugs. We’re 
providing compassionate care for America’s 
veterans. You don’t have to educate this polit-
ical party about what it’s like to be a rancher 
or a farmer or a hunter. With John Ensign 
in the Senate and Dean Heller in the House 
and Jim Gibbons in the Governor’s office, 
the lives of your fellow citizens are going to 
improve. 

And I want to thank you for coming out 
and giving me a chance to tell you what’s 
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on my mind. One of the biggest threats to 
the values we share is activist judges. John 
Ensign understands what I know, that a good 
judiciary is one in which we’ve got judges 
who strictly interpret the law and not legis-
late from the bench. 

So when you cast your ballot on Tuesday, 
your vote will determine more than who rep-
resents Nevada in the United States Senate. 
It will also determine what kind of judges 
sit on Federal benches around the United 
States. At this moment, there are about 50 
vacancies on the Federal bench, and so it’s 
vital to maintain a Republican Senate so we 
can confirm the men and women I have 
nominated. 

Our record on judges is clear. With the 
support of Senators like John Ensign, we 
have confirmed good judges to the district 
courts, the circuit courts, and the Supreme 
Court. And this country is better off with 
John Roberts and Sam Alito as members of 
the United States Supreme Court. 

A vote for a Democrat Senator in this State 
or in any State in which there’s a senatorial 
election is a vote against highly qualified 
judges like these. All you have to do is look 
at the records. When the Democrats held the 
Senate, they denied hearings to one-third of 
my nominees to the court of appeals. See, 
they’ve got a record. You can rest assured 
what’s going to happen if the Democrats take 
over the Senate. When they lost the majority 
in 2002, they changed their tactics. Instead 
of not giving them hearings, they just simply 
filibustered them. They tried the same tactics 
when Sam Alito’s Supreme Court nomination 
came before the Senate. More than half of 
Senate Democrats voted to filibuster him. 
When he finally got his vote, 44 Democrats 
voted no. Thankfully, we had a Senator like 
John Ensign representing Nevada, who un-
derstands a good judge when he sees one. 

The same thing happened to John Roberts. 
When I nominated him for the DC Circuit, 
it took—he had been denied a hearing when 
another President Bush named him. So he 
finally got his name up; he got in; and then 
the Senate finally confirmed him. I will just 
tell you this: If the Senate were controlled 
by Democrats, John Roberts would still be 
waiting for a hearing. There’s a fundamental 
difference in this campaign. If you want 

good, sound, conservative judges who will 
not legislate from the bench, you send Re-
publicans back to the United States Senate. 

I want to talk about two other issues that 
divide us, two issues that clearly show the 
difference between how we think and how 
the other bunch thinks. And the first issue 
I want to talk about are taxes, and the second 
issue I’m going to talk to you about is who 
best to protect you from an enemy that wants 
to hurt us again. 

First let me talk about taxes. Here’s what 
those of us on this stage think. We think you 
can spend your money far better than the 
Federal Government can. Make no mistake 
about it, the Democrats in Washington think 
they can spend your money better than you 
can. And that’s why if they get control of the 
House and Senate, they’re going to run up 
your taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Over the past 5 years, we 

have done more than just talk philosophy. 
People of Elko, Nevada, want more than phi-
losophers in Washington, DC. You want 
doers. When I campaigned in this State in 
2000, I said, if you give me a chance to be 
your President, I’d work with the Congress 
to cut your taxes, and that’s exactly what 
we’ve done. We delivered the largest tax cut 
since Ronald Reagan was the President of 
the United States. 

We cut taxes on everybody who pays in-
come taxes. We doubled the child tax credit. 
We reduced the marriage penalty. We cut 
taxes on small businesses. We cut taxes on 
capital gains and dividends. And we put the 
death tax on the road to extinction. 

All you remember the debate where 
Democrats in Washington predicted the tax 
cuts wouldn’t create jobs, wouldn’t increase 
wages, and would cause the deficit to ex-
plode. Well, the facts are in. The truth is, 
the tax cuts have led to a growing economy 
that has added 6.6 million new jobs since Au-
gust of 2003. The people in this State are 
working, and real wages are on the rise, and 
we cut the deficit in half 3 years ahead of 
schedule. 

Cutting taxes works. The amazing thing is, 
in spite of the record, the Democrats are 
going to raise your taxes. No, I know they 
don’t want you to know it. As a matter of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00047 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1954 Nov. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

fact, the top Democrat in the House made 
an interesting declaration the other day. She 
said, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ Well, given her 
record, she must be a secret admirer. 
[Laughter] She and her party voted against 
reducing the marriage penalty, against cut-
ting taxes on small businesses, against low-
ering taxes for families with children, against 
reducing the taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends, and against getting rid of the death 
tax. Time and time again, when she and the 
Democrat party had a chance to show their 
love—[laughter]—they voted no. [Laughter] 
If that’s their idea of love, I sure would 
hate—I’d hate to see what hate looks like. 
[Laughter] 

And by the way, this attitude doesn’t ex-
tend just to the House. John Ensign will tell 
you that the Senate—46 Members of the 48 
Members of the Democrat Senate voted 
against the tax cuts we passed. Now, let me 
tell you how it’s going to work. If we don’t 
have people in the Congress like Dean and 
John Ensign, who are willing to extend the 
tax cuts or make them permanent, your taxes 
are going up. 

Audience member. Make them perma-
nent. 

The President. I agree. [Laughter] That 
man knows what he’s talking about over 
there. [Laughter] He said, make it perma-
nent. There way be won’t [tape?] any doubt 
about it. But, see, they asked the man who 
wants to be the top tax man in the Congress, 
the Democrat, ‘‘Would you extend any of the 
tax cuts?’’ He said, ‘‘Not a one.’’ That’s what’s 
at stake in this election. 

See, when you have the top tax man, the 
head of the Ways and Means Committee to 
be, say they’re not going to extend any tax 
cuts, that’s code for, your taxes are going to 
go up. That’s exactly what’s going to happen. 
That’s why we’ve got to put Dean Heller in 
the United States Congress. 

Let me give you an example of what I’m 
talking about. You might remember, we 
raised the child tax credit from $500 a child 
to $1,000 a child. Those of you with children 
understand what I’m talking about, particu-
larly when it came time to fill out your tax 
form. If those tax cuts are allowed to expire, 
just like the Democrats want, your taxes go 
up by $500 a child. So when you’re sitting 

around the table this evening, count the 
number of children—[laughter]—and mul-
tiply by 500. So if you’ve got four children, 
your taxes are going to go up four times 500, 
which is 2,000. Now, that may not seem like 
a lot to Democrats in Washington, DC, but 
it seems like a lot to those of us on this stage. 
That’s why you’re going to get Dean Heller 
and John Ensign back to Washington, and 
we’re going to keep your taxes low. 

This election is taking place at an historic 
time for this country. When our children and 
grandchildren look back on this period, one 
question will overwhelm all the rest: Did we 
do everything in our power to fight and win 
the war on terror? That’s the fundamental 
question facing this country right now. 

We face an enemy that’s brutal. I wish I 
could tell you we weren’t at war, but we are. 
I think about this every day. I understand 
there’s an enemy that wants to attack us, and 
the most important responsibility I have and 
the most important responsibility people 
elected to Government in Washington have 
is to protect you. It is the fundamental re-
sponsibility of the Federal Government, and 
we face an enemy that’s brutal. They have 
no conscience; they kill to achieve ideological 
goals. 

They have an ideology. It’s an ideology 
based upon hate. They do not believe in free-
dom. They don’t believe in freedom to wor-
ship. They don’t believe in freedom to speak. 
They don’t believe in freedom of dissent. 
They don’t believe in freedom for women. 
We believe in the exact opposite, and that’s 
why they consider us their enemy. And be-
cause we’re not going to change, they will 
continue to try to inflict damage on the 
American people. 

Let me tell you, my most important job 
is to protect you at home. We got to be right 
100 percent of the time to do so, and the 
enemy only has to be right one time, and 
that’s the challenge. And so after 9/11, I de-
cided to review all the tools available for our 
professionals, and if they didn’t have them, 
let them have them so they can protect you. 
See, this is a different kind of war. In old 
times, you could measure progress based 
upon territories seized or the number of air-
planes shot down or the number of ships 
sunk. In this kind of war, in order to protect 
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you, we got to know what the enemy is think-
ing. We’ve got to know what’s on their mind, 
and we’ve got to make sure our professionals 
have got the capacity to be able to protect 
you. 

And so I saw walls that prevented the intel-
ligence folks from sharing information with 
the law enforcement people. I know that it’s 
hard for you to believe. But that’s what had 
happened over time. And so you had a pro-
fessional say, ‘‘I know something that the 
enemy is thinking,’’ but you couldn’t give it 
to law enforcement. And that’s why I asked 
the Congress to pass the PATRIOT Act, 
which tore down the wall and, at the same 
time, protected your civil liberties. 

Right after 9/11, the Senate voted 98 to 
1 to put the law in place. However, when 
it came up for renewal in 2005, they filibus-
tered. As a matter of fact, your Senator— 
not this one, but the other one—[laughter]— 
bragged, ‘‘We killed the PATRIOT Act.’’ 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. That’s what he said, ‘‘We 

killed the PATRIOT Act.’’ Well fortunately, 
they didn’t kill the PATRIOT Act. I was able 
to sign it into law. Most of the House Demo-
crats voted against the bill. And so you had 
a Senate bragging, we tried to kill it—a lead-
ing Democrat. You can get a sense that 
there’s a difference of opinion. 

When I found out that we had the capacity 
to listen to phone calls on Al Qaida and affili-
ates that they’re making inside the country, 
I said, ‘‘Let’s do that.’’ In this new kind of 
war, if Al Qaida is making that phone call 
in the country, we want to know why, in 
order to be able to protect you. Ninety per-
cent of the House Democrats voted against 
that bill. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. See, there’s just a dif-

ferent mindset. The people in Elko, Nevada, 
have got to understand that the people—a 
lot of people in Washington, particularly the 
Democrats, don’t share the same point of 
view we do when it comes time to protecting 
you. 

We’re picking a lot of these people up off 
the battlefield, and I think it’s important for 
us to know what they know. See, we picked 
up a man named Khalid Sheikh Mohammed; 
the intelligence folks think he was the mas-

termind of the September the 11th attacks. 
And when we had him in our custody, I ap-
proved of a CIA program to question him. 
I tell you why I did it. If he had knowledge 
of the September the 11th attacks, we need-
ed to know if he had knowledge of another 
attack. 

Audience members. Yes! 
The President. Our most important job 

is to protect you from attack. This capacity 
to detain these terrorists and question them 
came up in front of the House and the Sen-
ate. The vast majority of Democrats voted 
against giving us the tools necessary to pro-
tect you. 

In all these vital measures for protecting 
you in this war on terror, the Democrats in 
Washington follow a simple philosophy: Just 
say no. [Laughter] 

When it comes to listening on the terror-
ists, what’s the Democrats’ answer: Just say 
no. 

When it comes to detaining terrorists, 
what’s the Democrats’ answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. Yes, when it comes to 

questioning terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ 
answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to trying 

the terrorists, what the Democrats’ answer? 
Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. When it comes to trying 

the terrorists, what’s the Democrats’ answer? 
Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. So when the Democrats 

ask you for their vote on November the 7th, 
what’s your answer? 

Audience members. Just say no! 
The President. John Ensign and Dean 

Heller will make sure the professionals have 
the tools necessary to do their jobs to protect 
you. The best way to protect you, however, 
is to go on the offense and defeat the enemy 
overseas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is, when this Nation sees a threat, we must 
take it seriously before it comes home to 
haunt us. When we see a threat, you just can’t 
ignore it anymore. If you see something that’s 
brewing out there, we’re going to have to 
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deal with it. I saw a threat in Saddam Hus-
sein; members of both political parties saw 
the same threat in Saddam Hussein; the 
United Nations saw the threat in Saddam 
Hussein. Getting rid of Saddam Hussein was 
the right decision. 

And now Iraq is the central front in this 
war on terror. See, we’re in a global conflict. 
If the goal is to defeat the enemy overseas 
so we don’t have to face them here, we con-
front the enemy where we find them. And 
the central front of this global war is Iraq. 
Oh, there’s all kinds of opinions in Wash-
ington about this. The predominant opinion 
amongst the Democrats is, Iraq is a distrac-
tion from the war on terror. They just 
couldn’t be more wrong. 

But don’t take my word for it. Take the 
word of Usama bin Laden. He calls this fight 
the third world war. Usama bin Laden has 
said that victory for the terrorists in Iraq will 
mean America’s defeat and disgrace forever. 

Or listen to the words of leading Demo-
crats in Washington. Here is what one 
woman said. She said, ‘‘The President says 
that fighting them there makes it less likely 
we’ll have to fight them here’’—that’s exactly 
what I say. She said, ‘‘The opposite is true. 
Because we’re fighting them there, it may 
become more likely that we have to fight 
them here.’’ 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You do not create ter-

rorism by fighting the terrorists. Iraq is not 
the reason the terrorists are at war with us. 
I would remind that Democrat that we were 
not in Iraq when the terrorists struck the 
World Trade Center in 1993; we were not 
in Iraq when they blew up the Embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania; we were not in Iraq 
when they blew up the USS Cole; and we 
were not in Iraq on September the 11th, 
2001, when they killed nearly 3,000 of our 
citizens. 

The best way to protect the American peo-
ple is to stay on the offense and bring these 
terrorists to justice before they hurt us again. 
Our goal in Iraq is victory. If I didn’t think 
we could win in Iraq, I wouldn’t have our 
sons and daughters there. 

The mothers and fathers of our troops 
have got to understand that the cause is noble 
and just, and the sacrifice is important. And 

if I didn’t believe we could succeed the mis-
sion, I’d pull them out. But I know we can 
succeed, and success is a government that 
can defend itself and govern itself and sustain 
itself—a new democracy in Iraq, in the heart 
of the Middle East. 

But this is a tough fight. This is a tough 
fight because the enemy understands the 
stakes. This is a tough fight because we face 
an enemy that kills innocent people in order 
to achieve their objective. This is a tough 
fight because the enemy knows when they 
get images of carnage on our television 
screens, it causes some Americans to wonder 
whether it’s worth it. But they don’t under-
stand this administration, and the enemy 
doesn’t understand our country. We will 
never run from thugs and assassins. 

And we’ve got a plan to defeat them. Our 
commanders are constantly adjusting our tac-
tics on the ground. We’re staying ahead of 
the enemy. We’re inflicting damage. And at 
the same time, we’re helping this young Iraqi 
democracy succeed. We’ve got tremendous 
stuff going for us, starting with the finest 
United States military ever assembled. 

And whether or not you agree with my de-
cision to go into Iraq, all Americans owe a 
debt of gratitude for the men and women 
who wear the uniform of our military. And 
I know Dean and Ensign will join me in mak-
ing sure they have all the equipment and all 
the support necessary to do the jobs that I 
have asked them to do. 

We’ve got—also got something. We’ve got 
brave Iraqis who want to succeed. These peo-
ple have suffered unspeakable violence. And 
yet they want a government of and by and 
for the people. Remember, it was 12 million 
people—nearly 12 million people defied the 
car bombers and assassins to make a declara-
tion, they want to be free. I was pleased with 
the results, but I wasn’t surprised. I’ll tell 
you why. One, I believe in an Almighty. Two, 
I believe a great gift of the Almighty is free-
dom. Three, I believe freedom is universal. 

So we’ll help—we’ll help them on the po-
litical front. We’ll help their economy grow, 
and we’ll train Iraqi troops and Iraqi police 
so they can take the fight. And that’s what’s 
happening. Matter of fact, the only way we 
can lose is if we leave before the job is done. 
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Oh, I’ve heard the Democrats. I’m sure 
you have too. If you listen for their plan on 
Iraq, they don’t have one. On this crucial 
issue facing the country, they don’t have a 
plan for victory. And I want to remind our 
fellow citizens, harsh criticism and second- 
guessing is not a plan. 

Oh, they’ve got some ideas. Some of their 
leaders say we ought to pull out right now. 
Others suggest we withdraw on a specific 
date, even though the job might not be done. 
One of the House leaders, Democrat House 
leaders said, why don’t we move the troops 
to an island 5,000 miles away. [Laughter] 
Nineteen House Democrats said they’re 
going to cut off the funds for our troops in 
Iraq. One of John Ensign’s fellow Senators, 
a Democrat lady, she said, ‘‘We haven’t coa-
lesced around a single plan, but we’re in gen-
eral agreement on the basic principles.’’ She’s 
right; they’re in general agreement about 
this: Get out of Iraq before the job is done, 
is what their message is. I’m not saying these 
people are unpatriotic; I’m saying they’re 
wrong. 

You can’t win a war if you’re unwilling to 
fight the war. Retreat from Iraq before the 
job is done would embolden the enemy and 
make this country more vulnerable. Unlike 
other wars we have fought, this one is dif-
ferent. If we leave Iraq before the job is 
done, the enemy will follow us here. Leaving 
Iraq before the job is done would provide 
a tremendous propaganda boost for these 
killers, which would enable them to recruit 
more. Leaving before the job was done 
would dash the hopes of millions of people 
who simply want to live in peace, millions 
of people in the Middle East who hunger 
for something other than their extremist and 
radical agenda. And leaving before the job 
is done would dishonor the sacrifice of the 
men and women who wear our uniform. And 
that is why we’ll win in Iraq. 

I want to tell you something. If we leave 
before the job is done in Iraq, the con-
sequences of that decision will be felt for 
generations. Our enemies have made it clear 
that they believe we don’t have the stomach 
for the fight, and that it’s just a matter of 
time before we abandon our commitments. 
And that’s something they want us to do be-
cause they need to establish new safe haven 

from which to launch further attacks—a safe 
haven like that which they had in Afghani-
stan, where they trained thousands of killers 
and plot—and planned the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th. They have made it clear 
they want to topple moderate governments 
in the Middle East. They’ve made it clear 
that they would like to use oil as an economic 
weapon against countries which stand against 
them. 

Now you can imagine all that with a nation 
that doesn’t like America with a nuclear 
weapon. And 20 or 30 years from now, peo-
ple will look back at this period of time, and 
they’ll ask, ‘‘What happened to those folks 
in 2006? How come they couldn’t see the 
impending danger for a generation of Ameri-
cans? What in the world clouded their vision 
to the threats that the free world would 
face?’’ 

I’m going to tell you something: I see the 
threat. I understand the consequences of re-
treat. I understand what will happen if Amer-
ica tries to isolate ourselves off from the 
problems of the world, and that is why we 
will support our troops. We will stand, and 
we will fight in Iraq, and we will win. 

And a victory will be a blow to these ex-
tremists and radicals. A victory will say to 
rational, moderate people, we hear your cries 
for a peaceful life. A victory will mean we’ll 
have allies in the war on terror. A victory 
will prevent them from spreading their rad-
ical view across the Middle East. 

You know, we’ve got a lot going for us. 
We got great courage. We’ve got a fantastic 
country and a great military. We got some-
thing else going for us, and that is the power 
of liberty. I want to share a quick story with 
you. It’s the story about Prime Minister 
Koizumi, who was sitting Prime Minister at 
the time, and my trip to Elvis’s place. 
[Laughter] See, I went down to Memphis 
with the Prime Minister of Japan. People say, 
‘‘Why did you go to Elvis’s place?’’ Well, 
Laura and I hadn’t been on a trip for 
awhile—[laughter]—and Prime Minister 
Koizumi wanted to go to Elvis’s place. He 
liked Elvis. Like probably some of you, he 
thought Elvis was cool. [Laughter] 

But I also wanted to tell a story. I wanted 
to tell a story to generations of Americans 
who really haven’t thought much about the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1958 Nov. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

consequences of World War II. See, like your 
relatives, my dad joined the Navy after our 
country was attacked. That’s what’s hap-
pening today, by the way. Thousands of 
young Americans have joined the military; 
many have reenlisted; a lot are continuing 
to join, because they understand the Nation 
was under attack. 

Same thing happened in the forties. And 
like your relatives and my dad, thousands 
fought—thousands died in a bloody conflict. 
I think it’s—found it really interesting when 
I was flying on Air Force One to Memphis, 
talking to the Prime Minister of the former 
enemy about keeping the peace. See, we 
were talking about North Korea, how we can 
work together to make sure the Korean Pe-
ninsula is nuclear-weapons free. We were 
talking about the fact that Japan has 1,000 
troops in Iraq. See, the Prime Minister 
knows what I know, that when you find a 
young democracy that’s willing to reject ex-
tremists and radicals, it’s in our interest, it’s 
in our mutual interests as free societies to 
support societies based upon liberty. We 
talked about the scourge of HIV/AIDS on 
the continent of Africa, and why our nations 
ought to be involved with helping to eradi-
cate that pandemic. To whom much is given, 
much is required. See, that’s what we were 
talking about, the peace. 

Isn’t it interesting? My dad fought the Jap-
anese, and his son is talking about keeping 
the peace. Something happened. What hap-
pened was, Japan adopted a Japanese-style 
democracy. The lesson is, liberty has got the 
capacity to transform enemies into allies. 
Liberty has got the capacity to transform a 
region of hopelessness and despair into a re-
gion of light and optimism. The best way to 
defeat this enemy in the long run is to deny 
them the recruiting tools and recruitments 
made possible by resentment and hatred. 
Liberty is a powerful force. 

Someday, elected officials in the United 
States will be sitting down with duly elected 
leaders in the Middle East talking about how 
to keep the peace, and a generation of Amer-
icans is going to be better off for it. 

The stakes are high in the election. And 
I thank you for giving me a chance to come 
and visit with you and talk about the stakes. 
And I ask you to go—go from here and find 

fellow Republicans and discerning Demo-
crats and wise independents, and tell them 
we have an obligation to vote, and make sure 
they clearly understand the stakes. If you 
want your taxes low, if you want more money 
in your pocket so you can save, spend, or 
invest, vote for John Ensign and Dean Hell-
er. 

Remind them that we’re at war. And if you 
want your Government to do everything in 
our power to protect you and to stay on the 
offense and to lay the foundation of peace 
for generations to come, you vote for Dean 
Heller and you vote for John Ensign. 

I can’t wait to tell Laura how much fun 
it was to come to Elko. You got beautiful 
country here, and you got great people. And 
it’s my honor to be with you. 

God bless you, and God bless the United 
States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. at the 
Elko Regional Airport. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Michael J. Franzoia of Elko, NV, and 
his wife, Anita; former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; and former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Proclamation 8081—World Freedom 
Day, 2006 
November 2, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall was 

torn down by the desire of a people to be 
free. On World Freedom Day, we com-
memorate this historic event and reflect on 
liberty’s power to change lives and raise soci-
eties. 

After decades of oppression, the fall of the 
Berlin Wall brought the light of liberty to 
the people of East Berlin, and the events that 
followed set the course for a new era of free-
dom in Germany and in much of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Today, we again face an ide-
ological struggle with the enemies of free-
dom, democracy, and moderation. In this 
struggle, America will continue to stand with 
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those who seek to build societies where peo-
ple live in freedom and at peace with each 
other and the world. 

The collapse of the Berlin Wall dem-
onstrated that when liberty flourishes, na-
tions become more tolerant, hopeful, and se-
cure. On World Freedom Day, we celebrate 
the power of freedom and democracy. We 
are also reminded that free countries have 
the responsibility to work together to protect 
the fundamental rights of all people and help 
others realize the blessings of liberty. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 
2006, as World Freedom Day. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, reaffirming our dedication to free-
dom and democracy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 7. 

Remarks at a Missouri Victory 2006 
Rally in Springfield, Missouri 
November 3, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. Thank you for the warm welcome. 
It’s good to be back here in southwest Mis-
souri. This isn’t my first time here. It’s not 
going to be my last time here, either. The 
reason why is, I like the people from this 
part of the world. Good, down-to-earth, com-
monsense people live in southwest Missouri. 
And that’s the kind of Senator you need in 
Washington, DC, from this State—good and 
decent, down-to-earth and talented. 

I appreciate you coming, giving me a 
chance to share with you some of my 
thoughts about Jim Talent. I’ve gotten to 

know him. He’s effective. He’s a leader. He 
does not need to take a political opinion poll 
to tell him where to stand. I want to thank 
you for supporting him, and I urge you to 
turn out the vote for Jim Talent. Jim’s elec-
tion will be good for Missouri, and it will 
be good for the United States of America. 

I not only feel that way in my family; so 
does Laura. She sends her love to our friends 
here in Missouri. She sends her support to 
the Talents, and she, like me, urges you to 
get out and vote on November the 7th. 

I’m proud to be here with Brenda Talent 
and their daughter, Chrissy. I don’t know if 
you know much about the Talent family, but 
this man puts his family first. He just doesn’t 
talk family values; he lives family values. And 
that’s the kind of Senator you need from the 
State of Missouri. 

I’m proud to be here with the Governor, 
this boy’s son—that boy’s son. Where is the 
Governor? Blunt—how you doing, Blunt? 
Governor Matt Blunt. It looks like it’s—[ap-
plause]. People from this part of the world 
know how to find and elect and nourish good 
public servants. You not only nourished one 
Blunt; you nourished another Blunt. I’m 
proud to be up here with the majority whip 
of the United States Congress, Congressman 
Roy Blunt. 

I want to thank an effective Senator for 
joining us today. He’s the senior Senator 
from Missouri. He doesn’t like me to empha-
size the senior part. He is—[laughter]—he 
likes—he, like Jim Talent, every time I’m 
around him, talk about one thing, what’s 
good for Missouri—and that’s Senator Kit 
Bond. 

I want to thank the Lieutenant Governor, 
Peter Kinder, for joining us. I appreciate all 
the elected officials. I want to thank all the 
grassroots activists who are here. Grassroots 
activists are those who put up the signs, those 
who make the phone calls, those who turn 
out the vote. When Jim Talent wins, it’s going 
to be because he’s a man of character, be-
cause he’s got good ideas, and because you’re 
going to help turn out the vote to get him 
elected on November the 7th. 

We’re going to sprint to the finish line. 
We got 4 days to go. What’s interesting, how-
ever, is in Washington, DC, the pundits have 
already decided who’s going to win. 
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Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. They forgot the people of 

Missouri hadn’t voted yet. Oh, that’s not the 
first time they’ve been forecasting elections. 
You might remember, in 2004—some of the 
folks in Washington listened to the prognos-
ticators, and they started picking out their 
offices in the West Wing. And then it turned 
out the people went to the polls, and the 
movers weren’t needed. 

With your hard work for the next 4 days, 
you’ll elect Jim Talent to the United States 
Senate. We’ll keep control of the House, and 
we’ll keep control of the Senate. And the rea-
son why I believe we’re going to win around 
this country is because Republicans under-
stand the values and the priorities of the 
American people. We’re going to win this 
election because we got a record to run on. 
We’ve done some things that have made this 
country a better place. 

Let me start off with Jim Talent’s record. 
He and I have worked closely to achieve a 
great national objective, and that is to be-
come less dependent on foreign oil. He has 
delivered for Missouri farmers. Let me say, 
if the farm economy is good, the national 
economy is good. The farmers and ranchers 
in Missouri need to send this man back to 
the United States Senate. But we’re working 
on new technologies so that the automobiles 
you drive will be powered by crops grown 
right here in Missouri. And Jim Talent is the 
leader in this effort. If you want to become 
less dependent on foreign oil, you need to 
send him back to the United States Senate. 

Jim Talent is a friend of the small-business 
owner. You see, small businesses are impor-
tant to our economic vitality. Small busi-
nesses are important to a hopeful America. 
And he understands that insurance costs are 
making it difficult for small-business owners. 
And so that’s why he has proposed and 
passed, when he was in the House of Rep-
resentatives, what’s called association health 
plans. These plans enable small businesses 
to bind together so they can buy insurance 
at the same discount that big businesses get 
to buy insurance. If you’re a small-business 
owner in the State of Missouri, Jim Talent 
is the right man to represent you in the Sen-
ate. 

If you’re somebody who is worried about 
methamphetamines in your State, Jim Talent 
is the right man to represent you. He’s intro-
duced and passed tough anti-meth legislation 
that gives law enforcement new tools to de-
feat this deadly drug and to shut down meth 
labs not only here in Missouri but around 
the country. He’s a leader. He’s getting the 
job done. 

And I want to talk about one other vital 
issue, and that is the nature of our judiciary. 
See, my job is to pick judges who will strictly 
interpret the law and not legislate from the 
bench. And so when people go to the polls 
here in Missouri, you’re not only voting for 
the United States Senator; you’re voting to 
determine what kind of judges will sit on the 
bench. And here’s why. If the Democrats 
were to control the Senate—which they’re 
not—but they would prevent judges like Sam 
Alito and John Roberts from ever making it 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

I want to thank Jim Talent for being a 
strong voice for judicial restraint, a strong 
voice for talented judges, and a strong advo-
cate for Judge Roberts and Judge Alito. This 
country is better off by having those two men 
on the Supreme Court. 

There’s a lot of issues where there are dif-
ferences between how we think and how the 
Democrats think. But there’s no two more 
clear issues than what’s going to happen to 
your taxes and whether or not this country 
will do everything in our power to protect 
you. 

First, let me start with taxes. We have a 
clear philosophy: We believe you can spend 
your money better than the Federal Govern-
ment can. And the Democrats want to raise 
your taxes because they think they can spend 
your money better than you can. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We believe that when you 

have more of your own money in your pocket 
to save, invest, or spend, the economy bene-
fits. Over the past 5 years, we have done 
more than just philosophize. You don’t want 
philosophers representing you; you want 
doers representing you. And so we passed 
the largest tax relief since Ronald Reagan was 
the President of the United States. We did 
more than just talk; we acted. We cut the 
taxes on every American who pays income 
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taxes. We doubled the child tax credit. We 
reduced taxes on small businesses. We re-
duced the marriage—the tax on the marriage 
penalty. We cut taxes on capital gains and 
dividends. And to reward family businesses 
and farmers here in the State of Missouri, 
we put the death tax on the road to extinc-
tion. 

Oh, you might remember the debate that 
took place in Washington. The Democrats 
predicted the tax cuts would not create jobs; 
they predicted the tax cuts would not in-
crease wages; and they predicted that the tax 
cuts would cause the deficit to explode. Well, 
the facts are in. The tax cuts have led to a 
strong and growing economy, and this morn-
ing we got more proof of that. The national 
unemployment rate has dropped to 4.4 per-
cent. That is the lowest rate in 51⁄2 years. 
Our economy added 92,000 jobs in the 
month of October, and over the past 3 
months, America has added 470,000 new 
jobs. Real wages rose 2.4 percent over the 
past year, which means an extra $1,327 for 
the typical family of four with two wage earn-
ers. And finally, thanks to our growing econ-
omy and fiscal restraint, we cut the deficit 
in half 3 years ahead of schedule. 

All those forecasts by the Democrats 
turned out to be wrong. And now they’re 
forecasting they’re going to win the elections. 
Well, if their election forecasts are as good 
as their economic forecasts, we’re going to 
have a great day on November the 7th. 

The Democrats don’t want you to know 
where they stand on taxes. You know, it’s in-
teresting, the top Democrat leader in the 
House made this declaration: She said, ‘‘We 
love tax cuts.’’ Well, given her record, she 
must be a secret admirer. [Laughter] See, 
when you all round up the vote, I want you 
to remind undecided citizens in this State 
that she and her party voted against reducing 
the marriage penalty, voted against cutting 
taxes on small businesses, voted against low-
ering the taxes for family with children, voted 
against reducing taxes on capital gains and 
dividends, and voting against cutting the 
death tax. That’s their record. Time and time 
again, when she and the Democrats had a 
chance to show their love for tax cuts, they 
voted no. If that’s their definition of love, 
I’d sure hate to see what hate looks like. 

You see, their plan is to let the tax cuts 
we passed expire. If we don’t make the tax 
cuts permanent or extend the tax cuts, you 
get a tax increase. And they’ve asked leading 
Democrats, do they have any plans to keep 
the tax cuts in place? And they don’t—be-
cause they want to raise your taxes. A big 
issue in this campaign is whether or not we’re 
going to have low taxes or higher taxes. 

If those tax cuts expire—just like the man 
who aspires to be the head of the Ways and 
Means Committee in the House has said is 
going to happen—I want you to think about 
this: If you’ve got a child and those tax cuts 
expire, your taxes just went up by $500. The 
child tax credit is 1,000. If the tax cuts are 
not extended or made permanent, the child 
tax credit drops to $500 a child. So when 
you’re at dinner this evening, you count the 
number of children you’ve got around the 
table. [Laughter] And then you multiply it 
by $500 per child. So if you’re a family— 
have got four children, just go, one, two, 
three, four times 500—that’s $2,000. That’s 
a $2,000 tax increase if the Democrats take 
over. That may not seem like a lot to the 
Democrats in Washington, DC, but it seems 
like a lot to me, and it seems like a lot to 
Roy, and it seems like a lot to Senator Talent. 
Therefore, send him to the Senate, and we’ll 
keep your taxes low. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. And when our children 
and grandchildren look back at this period, 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to fight and 
win the war on terror? That is the funda-
mental question facing this generation. I wish 
I could report to you that we were not at 
war, but we are. We face an enemy that is 
brutal, an enemy that is determined to inflict 
damage on America because of what we 
stand for. 

See, they have an ideology. Their ideology 
is the opposite of our ideology. They don’t 
believe in basic freedoms. They don’t believe 
in the freedom to worship; we do. They don’t 
believe in the freedom of dissent, the free-
dom of speech. They don’t believe in the 
basic freedoms that have helped define the 
societies of those of us who embrace liberty. 
And they want to impose their view on the 
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world. They believe that they should estab-
lish a caliphate, a governing body, a gov-
erning organization, based upon their ide-
ology of hate that extends, initially, from In-
donesia to Spain. That is their declared inten-
tions. 

The best way to protect you from these 
enemies is to stay on the offense and to bring 
them to justice before they can hurt you 
again. Part of our strategy is to do just that, 
and we’re doing that. The other part of our 
strategy is to protect this homeland. The 
enemy has to be right one time in order to 
attack us; we’ve got to be right 100 percent 
of the time in order to protect you. And that 
is why I made sure, as did these two gentle-
men, that our professionals on the frontline 
of protecting you have the tools necessary 
to do so. 

For example, there were walls that pre-
vented our intelligence services from sharing 
information with our law enforcement. Now, 
I understand that—you probably say, ‘‘Well, 
how did that happen?’’ Well, it just hap-
pened. You cannot fight and win this war and 
protect the American people unless our intel-
ligence folks can share the information they 
have gotten with those who are responsible 
for protecting you. And that’s why we de-
signed the PATRIOT Act, to make sure our 
professionals have the tools—and at the same 
time, protect civil liberties. 

When it came time to renew the PA-
TRIOT Act, the Senate Democrats voted 
against it. As a matter of fact, the Senate mi-
nority leader, the Democrat leader in the 
Senate, bragged, ‘‘Well, we killed the PA-
TRIOT Act.’’ Fortunately, we had Senators 
like Jim Talent who understand our most im-
portant responsibility is to protect you in this 
new war. 

This is a different kind of war that requires 
a strategy that says we’re going to find out 
what the enemy is thinking in order to pro-
tect you. And that’s why I authorized a pro-
gram that said if Al Qaida or an Al Qaida 
affiliate is making a phone call into the 
United States of America, we want to know 
why. We want to understand their intentions. 
When this bill came for a vote in the House 
of Representatives, the overwhelming num-
ber of House Democrats voted against giving 

our professionals the tools necessary to pro-
tect you. 

See, there’s a different mindset in Wash-
ington. There’s an attitude that says, ‘‘It’s 
okay to wait,’’ and, ‘‘We’ll respond after we’re 
attacked.’’ Our attitude is, we’re going to pre-
vent the attacks from happening in the first 
place. 

When we pick an enemy up on the battle-
field, we need to be able to question that 
person. So I authorized the Central Intel-
ligence Agency to question people we have 
picked up on the battlefield. Let me explain 
why. We picked up Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med—our intelligence folks thinks he was 
the person that masterminded the Sep-
tember the 11th attacks. So you can imagine 
why I wanted to know what he knew. If he 
knew one attack, he might know another at-
tack. If my job is to protect you, we better 
give the professionals the tools necessary to 
do so. And yet, when this program came up 
on the floor of the United States Senate and 
the United States House of Representatives, 
the overwhelming number of Democrats 
voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We need people in the 

Congress who understand the stakes of this 
war. We need people in the Senate and the 
Congress who understand our most impor-
tant job is to protect you. We need to make 
sure our professionals have the tools nec-
essary to do so. That’s why you’ve got to send 
Jim Talent to the United States Senate. 

We’re on the offense. Every day, this coun-
try is on the offense against those who would 
do you harm. You cannot plot and plan if 
you’re on the run. It is hard to organize a 
strike on America if you’re hiding. So you 
just got to know, there’s a lot of really brave 
people on the hunt. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is that when we see a threat, we have got 
to take that threat seriously before it mate-
rializes. It’s an essential lesson in this new 
war. I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein; Mem-
bers of the United States Congress, both po-
litical parties, saw the same threat; the 
United Nations saw the threat. Removing 
Saddam Hussein was the right decision, and 
the world is better off for it. 
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We’re in a global war against these terror-
ists, and we’re fighting on a variety of fronts. 
The most important front is Iraq. I’ve heard 
all the language out of Washington—I’m sure 
you have as well—that said, Iraq is a distrac-
tion in the war on terror. That’s what the 
Democrats say. I believe Iraq is central to 
the war on terror. But don’t take my word 
for it. Don’t take my word for it; listen to 
Usama bin Laden. He has called Iraq—the 
fight in Iraq the third world war. He under-
stands the stakes. He says that victory for the 
terrorists in Iraq will mean America’s defeat 
and disgrace forever. That’s what the enemy 
says. 

Now I want you to listen to the words of 
a leading senior Democrat in Washington, 
DC, about Iraq. She said, ‘‘The President 
says fighting them there makes it less likely 
we will have to fight them here.’’ That’s what 
I have said, and that’s what I’m going to con-
tinue to say, because it’s the truth. [Applause] 
Hold on for a minute. She went on to say, 
‘‘The opposite is true—because we are fight-
ing them there, it may become more likely 
we’ll have to fight them here.’’ 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. Iraq is not the reason why 

the terrorists are at war against us. When 
you’re out rounding up the vote, you remind 
people that we were not in Iraq when they 
attacked the World Trade Center in 1993. 
We were not in Iraq when they blew up our 
Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. We were 
not in Iraq when they blew up the USS Cole. 
And we were not in Iraq on September the 
11th, 2001, when they killed nearly 3,000 of 
our citizens. You do not create terrorists by 
fighting the terrorists. The best way to pro-
tect you is to stay on the offense and defeat 
them overseas so we do not have to face them 
here at home. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. Victory in Iraq 
will mean a country which can sustain itself, 
govern itself, and defend itself and serve as 
an ally in the war on terror. And there’s no 
question, the fighting is tough, because the 
enemy understands the stakes of what a free 
society will mean to their ambitions to spread 
their dark vision throughout the Middle East 
and then the world. See, they understand the 
stakes, and we must understand the stakes. 
The enemy kills innocent people in order to 

shake the will of the Iraqis, in order to create 
concern amongst the American people. They 
have got a weapon, and that is their willing-
ness to take innocent life. Americans value 
life. We appreciate life. But I want the enemy 
to understand this country. We will not run 
in the face of thugs and assassins. 

We have a plan for victory that gives our 
commanders all the flexibility they need to 
stay ahead of the enemy. And we’ve got some 
unbelievably brave and courageous people 
wearing the uniform of the United States of 
America. Our troops understand the stakes 
in Iraq. They understand this is a central 
front in the war on terror. And that is why 
I am pleased to tell you that there’s no doubt 
in my mind, when it comes time to making 
sure our troops have all that is necessary to 
do the jobs I have asked them to do, Senator 
Talent is strong for the military. 

Something else we’ve got going for us to 
achieve our goal, and those are the Iraqis. 
They’ve suffered unspeakable violence. Yet, 
you might remember, nearly 12 million of 
them said, ‘‘We want to be free.’’ I was 
pleased, but not surprised, that people said, 
‘‘We want to be free.’’ I believe a gift from 
the Almighty to every soul on the face of 
the Earth is the desire to be free. I believe 
in the universality of freedom, and I believe 
it is in our interest that we help people who 
desire to be free to be so. 

And therefore, we’ll help this young Gov-
ernment politically. We will help them eco-
nomically, to realize their vast potential. We 
will continue to train their military so they 
get to take the fight, so they’re the ones who 
win, so they’re the ones who defeat the ex-
tremists. And I believe that one day, Iraq will 
be a government of and by and for the peo-
ple, unless we leave before the job is done. 
The only way we can lose is if we leave before 
the job is done. And that’s a central part of 
the debate in this campaign. 

You listen to the debate, and try to listen 
carefully for the Democrat plan for success. 
Don’t listen too long because they don’t have 
one. They don’t have a plan to win this im-
portant front in the war on terror. Oh, some 
of the leading Democrats in Washington 
argue we should pull out right now. Then 
you got other voices saying we should with-
draw on a specific date, even though the job 
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hasn’t been completed. You actually had a 
Member of the House recommend moving 
troops to an island 5,000 miles away, as part 
of their plan. Nineteen House Democrats in-
troduced legislation that would cut off funds 
for our troops in Iraq. 

One of Jim Talent’s colleagues, a Demo-
crat Senator, explained her party’s position 
this way: ‘‘We haven’t coalesced around a sin-
gle plan, but we’re in general agreement on 
the basic principles.’’ Well, she’s right. 
They’re in agreement about one thing: They 
will leave before the job is done. I’m not say-
ing these people are unpatriotic; I’m just say-
ing they’re wrong. 

On this vital issue, on the issue that will 
determine the security of this country, the 
Democrats have taken a calculated gamble. 
They believe that the only way they can win 
this election is to criticize us and offer no 
specific plan of their own. Here’s how one 
Democrat senior describes their strategy: 
‘‘The election is about them,’’ this person 
said. So far, the Democrats have refused to 
tell us their plan on how they’re going to se-
cure the United States. There’s still 4 days 
left before the election, and there’s still time 
for the Democrats to tell the American peo-
ple their plan to prevail in this war on terror. 

So if you happen to bump into a Democrat 
candidate, you might want to ask this simple 
question: What’s your plan? If they say they 
want to protect the homeland but oppose the 
PATRIOT Act, ask them this question: 
What’s your plan? [Laughter] If they say they 
want to uncover terrorist plots but oppose 
listening in on terrorist conversations, ask 
them this question: What’s your plan? If they 
say they want to stop new attacks on our 
country but oppose letting the CIA detain 
and question the terrorists who might know 
what those plots are, ask them this question: 
What’s your plan? If they say they want to 
win the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front in this war, ask them this ques-
tion: What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. The truth is, the Demo-

crats can’t answer that question. Harsh criti-
cism is not a plan for victory. Second-guess-
ing is not a strategy. We have a plan for vic-
tory. We have a plan to secure this country, 

and part of our plan is to send Jim Talent 
back to the United States Senate. 

Victory is vital for the future of this coun-
try. Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy. It would make 
our country more vulnerable to attacks. 

This is a different kind of war. I know I 
keep saying that, but it’s important for you 
to understand how different it is. Unlike 
other wars, if we were to leave Iraq before 
the job is done, the enemy would follow us 
here. Victory—defeat in Iraq, leaving before 
the job is done, would give the enemy a new 
safe haven, just like they had in Afghanistan, 
from which to plan and plot further attacks. 
It would enable the enemy to recruit. It 
would strengthen the hand of the radicals 
and extremists. It would dash the hopes of 
millions of people in the Middle East who 
want to live in peace. And it would dishonor 
the sacrifice of the men and women who 
have worn the uniform of the United States 
of America. 

The consequences of retreat would be felt 
for generations. I see a lot of young folks 
here today. My job is to think not only how 
to protect you today but how to create the 
conditions for peace in the long run. Retreat-
ing from the Middle East because of the un-
speakable violence that the enemy inflicts on 
others as well as their own troops would cre-
ate a dangerous world for you to grow up 
in. You see, the enemy has made it clear that 
they expect us to lose our nerve. They have 
made it clear that they don’t believe America 
has what it takes to defend ourselves. They 
want to topple moderate governments. They 
want to be able to use energy as a tool to 
blackmail the United States. 

Imagine the radicals and extremists taking 
over a country, and they were able to pull 
millions of barrels of oil off the market, driv-
ing the price up to 3 or $400 a barrel, what-
ever it would be, and saying, ‘‘Okay, we’ll 
reduce the price, all you’ve got to do is sur-
render. All you’ve got to do is abandon your 
alliance with Israel, and we’ll lower the price. 
All you’ve got to do is retreat.’’ And couple 
that with a country which doesn’t like us, 
with a nuclear weapon, and a generation of 
Americans will say, ‘‘What happened to them 
in 2006? How come they couldn’t see the 
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impending danger? What was it that clouded 
their vision?’’ 

Well, I want to assure you, I clearly see 
the threats facing a generation of Americans. 
I see the problems we face, and that is why 
we will stay in Iraq. And that is why we will 
fight in Iraq. And that is why we will win 
in Iraq. Victory will be a blow to the terror-
ists, a blow to the plans of the extremists and 
radicals. Victory will help moderates—mod-
erate people, people who want to bring their 
children up in a peaceful world, to have the 
boldness to help us marginalize those radi-
cals. Victory will say to reformers and women 
who long for freedom, America will not aban-
don you. Victory will say to those who believe 
they can impose their tyrannical vision on 
others, liberty is powerful. 

I want to share a story with you about the 
power of liberty. You might remember, re-
cently Laura and I took Prime Minister 
Koizumi, who was then sitting as the Prime 
Minister of Japan, to Elvis’s place. It was in 
Memphis, Tennessee. You been there prob-
ably. See, I had never been there. Laura said, 
‘‘It’s about time we took a family vacation; 
take me down to Elvis’s place.’’ [Laughter] 
We also went because Prime Minister 
Koizumi, the Prime Minister of Japan, loved 
Elvis. [Laughter] But I also wanted to tell 
a story, and I want you all to listen to this 
story, because it’s a powerful story about lib-
erty. 

See, after Japan attacked America— 
where, by the way, we lost fewer people in 
Pearl Harbor than we did on September the 
11th—a lot of young Americans volunteered 
to defend our Nation, one of whom was my 
dad, and I’m certain some of your relatives 
did the same thing. Thousands of Americans 
volunteered to fight the enemy in a bloody 
war in which thousands and thousands of citi-
zens on both sides of this war lost their lives. 

And here I am, on Air Force One, flying 
down to Elvis’s place with the Prime Minister 
of the former enemy, talking about the 
peace, talking about working together to se-
cure peace. Isn’t that interesting? Something 
happened between World War II and 2006, 
when I’m on the airplane talking about how 
we can work together to send a clear message 
to the leader in North Korea, no nuclear 
weapons; or how we can work together to 

fight the scourge and the pandemic of HIV/ 
AIDS on the continent of Africa; or how we 
can work together to feed the hungry. 

I thanked him for the 1,000 Japanese 
troops in Iraq, because he understands what 
I know: In this ideological struggle, when we 
find young democracies that are willing to 
stand strong against the extremists and radi-
cals, those of us who live in liberty have a 
duty to help these young democracies suc-
ceed for the sake of peace. Isn’t it inter-
esting? My dad fought the Japanese, and his 
son is talking about keeping the peace. Some-
thing happened: Japan adopted a Japanese- 
style democracy. 

The lesson for all to hear is that liberty 
has got the capacity to transform an enemy 
into an ally. Liberty has got the capacity to 
transform a region of frustration and resent-
ment into a region of hope. Someday, Amer-
ican leaders will be sitting down with duly 
elected leaders from the Middle East talking 
about keeping the peace, and a generation 
of Americans will be better off for it. 

And so these are the stakes in this election. 
These are historic times, and you can make 
a significant difference in how our country 
responds. When you leave the hall, go find 
your fellow Republicans, discerning Demo-
crats—[laughter]—and openminded inde-
pendents, and remind them of the stark dif-
ferences in this campaign. And the message 
is this: If you want low taxes and a cor-
respondingly strong economy, vote Repub-
lican and send Jim Talent back to the United 
States Senate. If you want this country of 
ours to give the professionals they need— 
the tools they need to protect you and if you 
want the United States of America doing ev-
erything we can to defeat an enemy and lay 
the foundation for peace, vote Republican 
and send Jim Talent back to the United 
States Senate. 

I am honored you’re here. I’m grateful for 
your time. I appreciate your enthusiasm. God 
bless you, and God bless the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. at the 
Springfield Exposition Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to former President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman Kim 
Jong Il of North Korea. 
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Remarks at a Missouri Victory 2006 
Rally in Joplin, Missouri 
November 3, 2006 

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. It’s good to be here in Joplin. 

Audience members. Welcome to Mis-
souri, George W. Bush! Welcome to Mis-
souri, George W. Bush! 

The President. As I was saying—[laugh-
ter]—it’s good to be back here in southwest 
Missouri. I like coming here. You’ve got pret-
ty countryside, and you’ve got hard-working, 
commonsense people. And that’s what you 
need in the United States Senate, someone 
with common sense, someone who brings 
good, sound Missouri values to the United 
States Senate, someone who has got the right 
priorities, starting with his family, in the 
United States Senate. And that someone is 
Jim Talent. 

I appreciate you coming. I appreciate your 
interest in this campaign, and I urge you to 
do your duty as a citizen and vote. And when 
you vote, your vote is not only going to be 
good for Missouri; it’s going to be good for 
the United States when you send Jim Talent 
back to the Senate. 

There’s unanimity in my family about who 
ought to be your Senator from Missouri— 
Laura believes that Jim Talent ought to be 
the Senator from Missouri as well. She’s not 
with me today; she’s campaigning elsewhere. 
Tomorrow evening, however, I’m going to 
celebrate with her—her 60th birthday party. 
But don’t tell anybody. [Laughter] I want it 
to be a surprise. [Laughter] She sends her 
love. She sends her thanks. She knows what 
I know, Jim Talent is about as fine a United 
States Senator as you’ll ever have. 

I’m proud to be with your Governor. I was 
a Governor one time, but I didn’t look as 
young as he looks. [Laughter] But he’s doing 
a fine job, and you did a smart thing by send-
ing him to the statehouse. I’m proud to be 
with the Governor’s father, Majority Whip 
Roy Blunt, and Majority Whip Roy Blunt’s 
son Charlie, and today happens to be his sec-
ond birthday. And from the looks of things, 
he’s trying to figure it out. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor Peter 
Kinder for joining us today. Your mayor, Jon 
Tupper, is joining us today. Mr. Mayor, 

thanks for coming. Party Chairman Doug 
Russell—all the grassroots activists, I thank 
you for coming. Grassroots activists are those 
who put up the signs, make the phone calls, 
put the envelopes in the mail. In other words, 
you’re the ones who are going to join Jim 
Talent in working hard until election day and 
turn out the vote. Thank you for doing what 
you’re doing. 

I want to thank the Pierce Arrow Band. 
I’m sorry I wasn’t here to hear them. [Laugh-
ter] But from all accounts, they did a fabu-
lous job. 

Election is four days away, and I’m sprint-
ing to the finish line, and Talent is sprinting 
to the finish line, and we’re asking you to 
join us as we sprint to the finish line. 

You probably heard all the reports from 
the punditry—[laughter]—in Washington, 
DC. Some of them are already measuring for 
new drapes. That’s not the first time, by the 
way, people have said the election’s over be-
fore the people vote. You might remember 
2004. Some of the crowd up there was pick-
ing out their offices in the West Wing. 
[Laughter] Then the people of Missouri and 
people from around the country voted, and 
the movers were not needed. 

And the same thing is going to happen on 
November the 7th, 2006. With your help, 
we’ll send Jim back to the United States Sen-
ate, and we’re going to keep control of the 
House and the Senate. And there’s a reason 
why—because our party understands the val-
ues and the priorities of the American peo-
ple. We don’t need to take an opinion poll 
to tell us what to think, and we’ve delivered. 

First, let me talk about some of the work 
that Jim Talent has done in Washington. See, 
I’ve seen him up close. I know he cares a 
lot about the people of Missouri, and he un-
derstands that this Nation is at risk if we re-
main dependent on foreign oil. 

When you get oil from parts of the world 
where people don’t like you, it’s a national 
security problem. And that’s why I have 
worked closely with Jim to advance new tech-
nologies that will enable us to use Missouri 
farm products to power our automobiles. We 
understand, by the way, that when the farm-
ers and ranchers are doing well, the Amer-
ican economy does well. And if you’re a Mis-
souri farmer or a Missouri rancher, it makes 
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economic sense to send Jim Talent back to 
the United States Senate. 

Jim understands small businesses. If you’re 
a small-business owner, he understands you. 
See, he understands small businesses are 
having trouble getting insurance, and so he’s 
proposed a plan called associated health 
plans, which enable small businesses to join 
together to pool risk so they can buy health 
insurance at the same discounts big compa-
nies get to do. If you’re a small-business 
owner in the State of Missouri, it’s in your 
interest to send Jim Talent back to the 
United States Senate. 

Jim understands that this Nation must 
have a focus on eliminating 
methamphetamines. He’s done something 
about it. He passed good law that gives law 
enforcement new tools to defeat this deadly 
drug and to shut down meth labs in Missouri 
and around the United States. If you’re con-
cerned about what meth does to your fellow 
citizens, send Jim Talent back to the United 
States Senate. 

I want to talk about another issue that’s 
important, and that is the nature of the judi-
ciary. A lot of people in Missouri understand 
what Jim and I know, that in order to have 
a good, sound judiciary, we need judges who 
strictly interpret the law and not legislate 
from the bench. The people of this State 
have got to understand, when you cast your 
vote on Tuesday, you’re electing more than 
just a United States Senator. Your vote will 
determine what kind of judges we have. 

You know, I named two really solid judges 
for the Supreme Court, smart and capable 
men who share our judicial philosophy. 
Thankfully, we had Senators like Senator Tal-
ent and Senator Bond from Missouri who 
worked hard to get these men confirmed. 
However, if the Democrats had control of 
the Senate, they wouldn’t be sitting on the 
Supreme Court. You tell your friends and 
neighbors who are still undecided in this race 
that if you want a judiciary full of judges who 
will strictly interpret the law and not legis-
late, send Jim Talent back to the United 
States Senate. 

There are big differences between what 
we think and what the other bunch thinks. 
Perhaps the two biggest issues can—two dif-
ferences can be seen on two issues. One, 

what’s going to happen to your taxes, and 
which party will take the necessary steps to 
defend you. 

Let me start with taxes. We have a philos-
ophy: We believe you can spend your money 
far better than the Federal Government can. 
Democrats want to raise your taxes because 
they believe they can spend your money bet-
ter than you can. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We believe that when you 

have more money to save, spend, or invest, 
the whole economy benefits. 

We’re not just people who philosophize. 
We’re people who act. Thanks to Senators 
like Jim Talent and Congressmen like Roy 
Blunt, I signed the largest tax decreases since 
Ronald Reagan was the President of the 
United States. Remind people of our record: 
We cut the taxes on everybody who pays in-
come taxes; we doubled the child tax credit; 
we reduced the marriage penalty; we cut 
taxes on small businesses; we cut taxes on 
capital gains and dividends; and we put the 
death tax on the road to extinction. 

If you’re a farmer here in Missouri, you 
need to remember which Senator—or which 
candidate strongly supports making sure that 
death tax stays dead. We don’t think it’s right 
you pay taxes while you’re alive and then you 
pay taxes after you die. 

You might remember the debate. All the 
Democrats in Washington predicted the tax 
cuts would not create jobs. They predicted 
they would not increase wages, and they pre-
dicted the tax cuts would cause the Federal 
deficit to explode. Well, the results are in. 
The tax cuts have led to a strong and growing 
economy. 

Just this morning, we got additional good 
news. The unemployment rate around the 
United States has dropped to 4.4 percent. 
That’s the lowest rate in 51⁄2 years. Our econ-
omy added 92,000 jobs in the month of Octo-
ber, and over the past 3 months, America 
has added 470,000 new jobs. People are 
working in the United States. The tax cuts 
have worked. Real wages went up 2.4 percent 
over the past year, which means an extra 
$1,327 for the typical family of four with two 
wage earners. 

And finally, you might remember all the 
forecasts, but we have cut the deficit in half 
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3 years ahead of schedule. If the Democrats’ 
election predictions are as good as their eco-
nomic predictions—[laughter]—we’re going 
to have a good day on November the 7th. 

Now in this campaign, whether it’s here 
in Missouri or anywhere else across the coun-
try, the Democrats don’t want you to know 
their tax plans. Listen to the words of the 
top Democrat leader in the House, when she 
said, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ Well, given her 
record, she must be a secret admirer. 
[Laughter] She and her party voted against 
reducing the marriage penalty, against cut-
ting taxes on small businesses, against low-
ering taxes for families with children, against 
reducing taxes on capital gains and dividends, 
and against cutting the death tax. I mean, 
time and time again, when they had their 
chance to show their love for tax cuts, they 
voted no. Now, if this is their definition of 
love, I’d sure hate to see what hate looks like. 

Now there’s a difference of opinion in 
Washington, DC, about what to do with your 
money. If these tax cuts are not extended 
or made permanent, your taxes are going up. 
You see, if the tax cuts are not made perma-
nent, you can bet the Federal Government 
is going to be in your wallet. 

And that’s precisely what the Democrats 
want to do. They asked the man who would 
be the chairman of the Ways and Means— 
that’s the tax-writing committee in Wash-
ington—could he think of any tax cuts he 
would extend. And he said, ‘‘Not a one.’’ Not 
a tax cut. Make no mistake about it, they may 
not be admitting it on the campaign trail, but 
they’re going to raise your taxes. 

If the tax cuts aren’t extended, think about 
what that does to the child tax credit. Right 
now the tax credit is $1,000 per child. If those 
tax cuts are not extended, those tax credits 
go down to $500 a child, which means you’ve 
got yourself a $500 tax increase per child. 
So tonight, when you’re sitting around the 
dinner table, just count the heads. [Laughter] 
If you’ve got two children, you can count on 
a $1,000 tax increase. If you got three little 
heads there, you can count on a $1,500 tax 
increase. I know some people here in Joplin 
may have four children. Yes, there you are— 
the man right there has got four children, 
so when you’re having dinner this evening, 

just go, one, two, three, four times 500; that’s 
a $2,000 tax increase, if the Democrats win. 

That may not sound like a lot of money 
to Washington Democrats, but it’s a lot of 
money to me, and it’s a lot of money to Tal-
ent. It’s a lot of money to you. So my strong 
advice is, if you’re a small-business owner, 
if you’ve got children, if you pay income 
taxes, you’re a farmer and you want to keep 
the money that you’ve worked hard to earn, 
vote for Jim Talent for the United States Sen-
ate. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. And when our children 
and grandchildren look back on this period, 
one question will overwhelm the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to fight and 
win the war against the terrorists? That is 
the question which faces this generation. 

I wish I could report to you here in Joplin 
that we were not at war, but we are. We 
face a determined enemy. They have no con-
science. They kill the innocent in order to 
achieve objectives. These people are totali-
tarian, and they share an ideology that is the 
exact opposite of what we believe. We be-
lieve in the right of every person to worship 
freely; they don’t. We believe in the freedom 
to dissent, freedom to speak. We believe 
every life is precious. We believe in human 
dignity. 

Their totalitarian point of view is dark and 
dismal, and yet they have objectives, and they 
want to spread that point of view. And they 
want to create enough chaos and havoc to 
cause people to withdraw so they can spread 
their attitude. The best way to protect you 
is to stay on the offense and bring these peo-
ple to justice before they hurt America again. 

You can’t negotiate with these people. You 
can’t try to talk sense in these people. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. You must be firm and de-

termined to protect you. At the same time, 
here at home, we’ve got to do enough to be 
able to say, we’re doing our duty. See, my 
most important job and the important job of 
people elected to Washington is to protect 
the American people. That’s the call of this 
generation. 

The enemy has to be right one time when 
it comes time to attacking us again. We have 
to be right 100 percent of the time to protect 
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you. And therefore, I made sure that our pro-
fessionals had the tools necessary to protect 
you. There was a wall that separated the in-
telligence community from sharing informa-
tion with the law enforcement folks. 

It’s hard to rationalize that that happened, 
but that is what happened prior to Sep-
tember the 11th. In other words, you had— 
somebody had some intelligence about some-
body who might be coming our way, and he 
couldn’t share that information with some-
body whose job it was to stop them. I know 
it doesn’t make sense, but it’s the reality of 
what we faced. 

So I asked the Congress to pass the PA-
TRIOT Act, which brought down that wall. 
The Senate Democrats tried to filibuster that 
reauthorization of that important bill. As a 
matter of fact, the Senate minority leader, 
the head Democrat in the Senate, bragged, 
‘‘We killed the PATRIOT Act.’’ See, there’s 
a different mindset. If our most important 
job is to protect you, we’ve got to make sure 
our professionals have the tools necessary to 
do so. 

I guess, maybe if—I’m just trying to guess 
the mentality, but they must not think there’s 
an enemy that wants to hit us again. It’s the 
only justification I can give you for not mak-
ing sure those professionals had the tools. 

I decided to institute another program. If 
Al Qaida or an Al Qaida affiliate is making 
a phone call into the United States from out-
side the United States, it seems like it makes 
sense to know why. They hadn’t voted on 
this bill in the Senate, but they did in the 
House, and by far, the overwhelming major-
ity of House Democrats voted against the 
program. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We have got to under-

stand what the enemy is thinking, in order 
to be able to protect you. And that’s why 
I authorized the program through the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency that would allow us 
to detain and question people we picked up 
off the battlefield. 

And let me give you a reason why. See, 
we captured Khalid Sheikh Mohammed— 
our intelligence services think he’s the person 
that ordered and masterminded the Sep-
tember the 11th attacks. And so when I heard 
we captured him, I thought it made sense, 

common sense, to say to our professionals, 
‘‘If he knew the first attack, he might have 
information on another attack, and why don’t 
you see if you can find out if he does.’’ 

Seventy percent of the Senate Democrats 
voted against that bill. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We’re at war. It’s a dif-

ferent kind of war, but is, in fact, a war. That 
war came home on September the 11th, 
2001. You should expect people in Wash-
ington, DC, to give our professionals the 
tools necessary to protect you. It’s a big dif-
ference in this campaign, between what Re-
publicans think and what Democrats think. 
I’m going to tell you something: You can’t 
wait to respond after we’re attacked. We 
must take the necessary measures to make 
sure we’re not attacked in the first place. 

That’s why I feel so strongly about a person 
like Jim Talent. He understands the stakes. 
He also understands what I know: When we 
see a threat overseas, we must take that 
threat seriously. That’s one of the lessons of 
September the 11th. It’s important never to 
forget lessons. That lesson is a clear lesson 
to me. I saw a threat in Saddam Hussein; 
members of both political parties in the Con-
gress saw the same threat; the United Na-
tions saw the threat in Saddam Hussein. The 
decision to get rid of Saddam Hussein was 
the right decision, and the world is better 
off for it. 

We’re in a global war that’s being fought 
on a variety of fronts, and Iraq is the central 
front of that war. Now I understand you hear 
the voices out of Washington, they say, 
‘‘Well, Iraq is a distraction in the war on ter-
ror.’’ To me, that’s a dangerous point of view, 
but nevertheless, that’s what they say. Well, 
the doubters about Iraq ought to listen to 
Usama bin Laden before they make up their 
mind as to whether Iraq is the central front. 

See, Usama bin Laden calls the fight we’re 
in in Iraq the third world war. He says that 
victory for the terrorists in Iraq will mean 
America’s defeat and disgrace forever. Now 
there’s a difference of opinion. I want you 
to listen to the words of a senior Democrat 
in Washington who—she said this: ‘‘The 
President says that fighting them there 
makes it less likely we will fight them here.’’ 
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Yes, that’s precisely what I said, and I strong-
ly believe it’s right. [Applause] She went on 
to say—hold on for a minute—she went on 
to say, ‘‘The opposite is true; because we are 
fighting them there, it may become more 
likely that we will have to fight them here.’’ 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. See, that’s the kind of 

mentality that you’re voting on on November 
the 7th. You do not create terrorists by fight-
ing the terrorists. 

Iraq is not the reason the terrorists are at 
war against us. We weren’t in Iraq when the 
terrorists bombed the World Trade Center 
in 1993. We were not in Iraq when they 
bombed our Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania. We weren’t in Iraq when they bombed 
the USS Cole, and we weren’t in Iraq when 
they attacked us on September the 11th, 
2001. 

The best way to protect you is to bring 
the terrorists to justice wherever we find 
them. And they are fighting us in Iraq be-
cause they can’t stand the thought of a de-
mocracy in their midst. And so they’re fight-
ing with brutality, the likes of which we 
haven’t seen in a long time. See, they’ll kill 
innocent people. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. Our goal in 
Iraq is an Iraq that can sustain itself, an Iraq 
that can govern itself, Iraq that can defend 
itself, an Iraq that will be an ally against these 
extremists and radicals. But this enemy, 
which understands the stakes, also under-
stands that their violence, their unspeakable 
violence against innocent life gets on our tel-
evision screens. And they are trying to shake 
our will because they think our will is shak-
able. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. They don’t think we have 

the stomach necessary to defend ourselves 
in the long run, but they don’t understand 
this administration and many in our country. 
We will not run from thugs and assassins. 

We are constantly adjusting our tactics to 
meet the enemy. The enemy adjusts; we ad-
just. I’ve given our commanders the flexi-
bility necessary and whatever they need to 
win this war. And we’ve got a lot going for 
us. We got a strategy that helps us achieve 
victory, and we got a military that is the finest 
military any country has ever assembled. 

And whether or not our citizens agree with 
my decision to fight the enemy in Iraq, all 
citizens owe a debt of gratitude to those who 
wear our uniform. And those of us in Wash-
ington owe it to our troops and their families 
to make sure they have the full support, all 
they need in order to do the jobs I’ve asked 
them to do. 

Our troops have got no finer supporter 
than Senator Jim Talent, another reason to 
send him back to Washington. We’ve also got 
something else going for us, and that is brave 
Iraqis. Listen, these people have suffered un-
speakable violence, and yet they still want 
to live under a free society. I was pleased 
at the outcome of the elections when the 
Iraqis voted, but I wasn’t surprised. I believe 
freedom is universal. I believe there’s an Al-
mighty, and a great gift of the Almighty to 
each man and woman and child on the face 
of the Earth is the desire to be free. 

I’m not surprised when 12 million people 
say, ‘‘I want to be free.’’ It’s in our interests 
we help this young democracy. It’s in our 
interests we defeat the enemy where we find 
them. It’s in interests we help people realize 
the blessings of liberty. And that’s why our 
strategy is to help the politics of Iraq suc-
ceed, to help their economy grow, and to 
train Iraqi troops so they can take the fight. 
One day Iraq will be a government of, by, 
and for the people—unless we quit. 

If I didn’t think we’d win, I wouldn’t have 
our troops there. If I didn’t know this mission 
is noble and important, I wouldn’t have our 
troops there. 

You know, the debate is interesting about 
this vital part of protecting the country. If 
you listen carefully to what the Democrats 
say about Iraq, you think about what they’re 
saying about their plan for success, there isn’t 
one. This is a major political party that has 
no plan for success in Iraq. As a matter of 
fact, their only plan is to leave before the 
job is done. Oh, you listen to some of them— 
they say we pull out the troops now. And 
then they got a bunch of them saying, ‘‘Let’s 
have a fixed date,’’ and we’ll leave on that 
fixed date, regardless of whether the job is 
done. They’ve actually got a Member of the 
House of Representatives who has rec-
ommended moving our troops 5,000 miles 
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away on another island—on an island. Nine-
teen House Democrats introduced legisla-
tion that would cut off funds for our troops 
in Iraq. 

Here we are in the middle of a national 
campaign that will determine our future, and 
one of Jim Talent’s Democrat colleagues put 
it this way—she said, ‘‘We haven’t coalesced 
around a single plan, but we’re in general 
agreement on the basic principles.’’ She’s 
right. The principle they agree on is, get out 
before the job is done. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Look, I’m not saying these 

people are unpatriotic; I’m just saying they’re 
wrong. 

On this important issue of Iraq and the 
global war on terror, the Democrats have 
taken a calculated gamble. They believe that 
the only way they can win this election is 
to criticize and offer no plan of their own. 
Here’s how one senior Democrat describes 
their strategy: ‘‘The election is about them,’’ 
talking about me and us. So far, they’ve re-
fused to tell how they plan to secure this 
country—but there’s still 4 days left. [Laugh-
ter] There’s still time. There’s still time for 
them to tell us how they intend to prevail. 

Listen, if you happen to bump into a Dem-
ocrat candidate, you might want to ask this 
simple question: What is your plan? [Laugh-
ter] If they say they want to protect the 
homeland but opposed the PATRIOT Act, 
ask them this question: What is your plan? 
If they say they want to uncover terrorist 
plots but oppose listening in on terrorist con-
versation, ask them the question: What’s your 
plan? You know, if they say they want to stop 
new attacks on our country but opposed let-
ting the CIA detain and question the terror-
ists who might know what the plots are, ask 
them the question: What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

win the war on terror but called for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front in that war, ask them this ques-
tion—— 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. They’re not going to be 

able to answer that question. They have no 
plan. When you’re rounding up the vote, re-
mind people, harsh criticism is not a plan 

for victory. Second-guessing is not a strategy. 
You cannot win the war on terror if you don’t 
have a plan to win the war. 

The most important duty we have is to pro-
tect you. We have a plan, a strategy that we’re 
implementing every single day, and part of 
our plan to make sure that America does ev-
erything we can to protect you is to send Jim 
Talent back to the United States Senate. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy, make our coun-
try more vulnerable to attacks. This is a dif-
ferent kind of war. It’s unlike any other war 
we have fought. If we retreat from Iraq be-
fore the job is done, the enemy will follow 
us here. Leaving before the job is done would 
enable these extremists and radicals to re-
cruit better. Leaving before the job is done 
would dash the hopes of millions of people 
who reject the ideology of hate and who want 
to live a simple life that is a peaceful life. 
Retreating before the job is done would dis-
honor the sacrifice of the men and women 
who have worn the uniform of the United 
States of America. Retreating before the job 
is done would be felt for generations to 
come. 

The enemy has said they expect us to re-
treat, and they want us to retreat. This is their 
words, not mine. In a time of war, you must 
take the words of the enemy very seriously. 
They would like to have another safe haven 
from which to plot and plan attacks—similar 
to the safe haven they had in Afghanistan 
before we removed that safe haven. The 
enemy would like to be in a position to topple 
moderate governments. They would use any 
means necessary to do so. Can you imagine 
what the world would look like if they were 
able to get ahold of oil resources which they 
would then use to extract economic black-
mail against those of us who want—need to 
protect ourselves, and, two, to help freedom 
expand. 

See, imagine what would happen if they 
were able to control enough energy, if they 
pulled enough off the market to run the price 
of oil up, and then said, ‘‘Fine, we’ll let the 
price back down unless you give up your alli-
ance with Israel,’’ or, ‘‘until you withdraw,’’ 
so that they could establish their—what 
they’ve declared they want to do, which is 
a caliphate. 
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And in the midst, put a country that 
doesn’t like us with a nuclear weapon. And 
what’s going to happen 30 years from now 
is, people will say, ‘‘What happened to those 
folks in 2006? How come they couldn’t see 
the impending danger? What clouded their 
vision?’’ 

I want to tell you all, my vision is clear. 
I see the threat. I understand the con-
sequences of the world in which we live. 
America must lead. We will support our 
troops in Iraq. We will fight in Iraq, and we 
will win in Iraq. 

If you got a second, I’d like to share one 
other story about the power of liberty. 

Audience member. [Inaudible] 
The President. Thank you. [Laughter] 

Recently Laura and I took our friend, who 
was then the Prime Minister of Japan, to 
Elvis’s place. You might remember that. Oh, 
they said, ‘‘Why did you go to Elvis’s place?’’ 
Well, I had never been there. [Laughter] 
Prime Minister Koizumi wanted to go 
there—he was an Elvis fan. I also wanted 
to tell a story. It’s important for all people 
to understand this story, but particularly for 
people who are trying to figure out the world 
in which we live and the power of liberty. 

See, after the Japanese attacked our coun-
try, a lot of young Americans signed up. 
You’ve got relatives who signed up to fight 
the sworn enemy, the Japanese. So did I— 
my dad. And then he, like thousands, went 
through a bloody battle. We lost a lot of 
Americans, and the Japanese lost a lot—it 
was a brutal war, brutal war. And yet it’s 
amazing, isn’t it, that years later his son is 
on the airplane with the Prime Minister of 
the former enemy flying to Elvis’s place. And 
guess what we talked about—keeping the 
peace. Isn’t that interesting? 

We talked about working together to con-
vince the North Korean leader to give up 
his nuclear weapons. We talked about the 
fact that Japan has 1,000—had 1,000 troops 
in Iraq. The Prime Minister and I understand 
that when you find a young democracy in 
this ideological struggle against reason versus 
extremists, you got to help those young de-
mocracies. It’s in our long-term interests that 
we help people realize the blessings of lib-
erty. We talked about the need to help fight 
the pandemic of HIV/AIDS on the continent 

of Africa, which the United States is doing. 
We talked about feeding the hungry. We 
talked about keeping the peace. 

My dad fought the Japanese; his son is 
talking about keeping the peace with the Jap-
anese. Liberty—the lesson is this: Liberty has 
got the capacity to change an enemy into an 
ally, and liberty has got the capacity to 
change a region of despair and hopelessness 
into a region of light and hope. Liberty is 
the best way to defeat the enemies of free-
dom in the long run. 

Someday, an American President will be 
sitting down with duly elected leaders from 
the Middle East talking about keeping the 
peace, and a generation of Americans will 
be better off. 

These are the stakes in this election, and 
I’m asking you to go from the hall and find 
fellow Republicans, discerning Democrats, 
and openminded independents, and remind 
them about the stakes in this election. If you 
want your taxes low so you can have more 
money to spend and this economy continues 
to be strong, vote for Jim Talent. If you want 
the United States to do everything that we 
can to protect you and to lay the foundation 
of peace for generations to come, vote for 
Jim Talent. 

It’s such an honor to be with you. I thank 
you for your time. May God bless you, and 
may God continue to bless the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at Mis-
souri Southern State University. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Matt Blunt of Missouri; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Nov 07, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00066 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.003 P44NOT4



1973 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

October 28 
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. He then had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Sellersburg, IN, where, upon arrival 
in the afternoon, he met with USA Freedom 
Corps volunteer Judy Seelye. Later, he had 
a telephone conversation with Republican 
National Committee Chairman Ken 
Mehlman, which was broadcast to grassroots 
campaign supporters throughout the country. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Charleston Air Force Base, SC. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with William O. DeWitt, 
owner, St. Louis Cardinals, to congratulate 
him on winning the Major League Baseball 
World Series. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Kiawah Island, SC, where, at a private resi-
dence, he attended a Republican National 
Committee dinner. Later, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 

October 29 
In the afternoon, in the Family Theater, 

the President and Mrs. Bush hosted a screen-
ing of the film ‘‘Children of Glory.’’ 

In the evening, in the Diplomatic Recep-
tion Room, the President and Mrs. Bush 
hosted a dinner for ‘‘Children of Glory’’ 
guests. 

October 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Hunter 
Army Airfield, GA, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Re-
bekah Rotton. He then traveled to 
Statesboro, GA. 

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in an interview with Sean Hannity of 
FOX News, for later broadcast. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Houston, TX, where, upon arrival, 
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Pat McWaters. He then traveled to Sugar 
Land, TX. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Board of Trustees of the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts: Elliott 
Bryan Broidy; Emilio Estefan, Jr.; Sheldon 
B. Kamins; James V. Kimsey; Norman Y. Mi-
neta; and Stephen A. Wynn. 

October 31 
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. He then had 
an intelligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, in the Map Room, 
the President participated in separate inter-
views with Alison Burns of Cox Broadcasting, 
Morris Jones of Sinclair Broadcast Group, 
and Melissa Charbonneau of Christian 
Broadcasting Network. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Robins Air Force Base, GA, where, upon ar-
rival, he met with USA Freedom Corps vol-
unteer Eloise Hadaway. He then traveled to 
Perry, GA. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Robins Air Force Base, where he met with 
families and passed out Halloween candy. 
Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 

November 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice. 

Later in the morning, the President par-
ticipated in a telephone interview with Rush 
Limbaugh of The Rush Limbaugh Show. He 
then met with Secretary of Defense Donald 
H. Rumsfeld. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President participated in an interview with 
Terence Hunt of the Associated Press, Steve 
Holland of Reuters, and Richard Keil of 
Bloomberg News. 

November 2 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Bil-
lings, MT, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Mark 
Polakoff. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Elko, NV, where, upon arrival, he met with 
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USA Freedom Corps volunteer Cathy 
McAdoo. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Springfield, MO, where, upon arrival, 
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Dennis Jones. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
the Presidential delegation to observe the 
Presidential and legislative elections in Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua, on November 5: Paul 
Trivelli; J. Bennett Johnston; and Bill Paxon. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Dan Gregory Blair to be a member 
of the Postal Rate Commission and, upon 
confirmation, to designate him as Chairman. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Scott A. Keller to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
(Congressional and Intergovernmental Rela-
tions). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Paul A. Schneider to be Under 
Secretary for Management at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the National Council on the 
Arts: Benjamin Donenberg; Foreststorn 
Hamilton; Joan Israelite; Charlotte P. 
Kessler; Robert Bretley Lott; and William 
Francis Price, Jr. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Juan Carlos Iturregui and Leonard 
Sands as members of the President’s Export 
Council. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Missouri and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms on July 19–21. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Louisiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding on 
October 16 and continuing. 

November 3 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Joplin, 
MO. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Sioux City, IA, where, upon arrival, he met 

with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Earl 
Belt. He then traveled to Le Mars, IA. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Englewood, CO. 

The President announced that he has 
named Craig M. Albright as Special Assistant 
to the President for Legislative Affairs. 

The President announced that he has 
named Ross Kyle as Special Assistant to the 
President for Cabinet Liaison. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released October 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Dana Perino 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Congolese 
Elections 

Released October 31 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S.-EU 
Economic Ministerial 

Excerpts of the President’s remarks at a 
Georgia Victory 2006 rally 

Released November 1 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Global Ini-
tiative To Combat Nuclear Terrorism 
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Statement by the Press Secretary on support 
for Lebanon’s democratically-elected gov-
ernment 

Released November 2 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Tony Fratto 

Transcript of a press gaggle by a senior ad-
ministration official on the President’s cam-
paign schedule 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Missouri 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Louisiana 

Released November 3 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Tony Fratto. 

Fact sheet: Job Creation Continues—More 
Than 6.8 Million Jobs Created Since August 
2003 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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