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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of
Industrial Designs

November 13, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Industrial Designs (the
“Agreement”), adopted in Geneva on July 2,
1999, and signed by the United States on July
6, 1999. I also transmit, for the information
of the Senate, a report of the Department
of State with respect to the Agreement.

This Agreement promotes the ability of
U.S. design owners to protect their industrial
designs by allowing them to obtain multi-
national design protection through a single
deposit procedure. Under the Agreement,
U.S. design owners would be able to file for
design registration in any number of the
Contracting Parties with a single standard-
ized application in English at either the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office or at the Inter-
national Bureau of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO). Similarly, re-
newal of a design registration in each Con-
tracting Party may be made by filing a single
request along with payment of the appro-
priate fees at the International Bureau of
WIPO. This Agreement should make access
to international protection of industrial de-
signs more readily available to U.S. busi-
nesses.

In the event that the Senate provides its
consent to ratify the Agreement, the United
States would not deposit its instrument of
ratification until the necessary implementing
legal structure has been established domesti-
cally.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Agree-
ment and give its advice and consent to its
ratification, subject to the declarations de-
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scribed in the accompanying report of the
Department of State.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 13, 2006.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Chief Executive Officers of United
States Automobile Manufacturers

November 14, 2006

The Vice President and members of my
Cabinet, Secretary of Treasury, Secretary of
Transportation, members of my staff, and I
have just had a constructive and meaningful
dialog with CEOs of the U.S. automobile
manufacturers.

First, these leaders have—are making dif-
ficult decisions, tough choices to make sure
that their companies are competitive in a
global economy. And I'm confident that
they're making the right decisions, and that’s
good news for the American people because
the automobile manufacturers play such a
significant part of our economy and a vital
part of our employment base.

We've had a fascinating discussion about
a lot of major issues that we share in com-
mon. One, of course, is rising health care
costs. And I assured these leaders that the
Government is addressing rising health care
costs through a variety of initiatives that I
think, over time, are going to make a signifi-
cant difference in not only their cost but the
cost to the U.S. taxpayer as well.

We talked about our mutual desire to re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil. Obvi-
ously, as these automobile manufacturers
begin to incorporate new technologies that
will enable us to power our cars in different
ways, it will make it easier for me to be able
to tell the American people, we're using less
foreign oil. And that’s in our economic inter-
ests as well as in our national security inter-
ests.

And finally, they've—these gentlemen are
well aware that I'm on my way overseas this
evening. And one of the issues I'll be talking
about with our partners in APEC is free
trade, but fair trade. And my message to our
trading partners is: Just treat us the way we
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treat you. Our markets are open for your
products, and we expect your markets to be
open for ours, including our automobiles.

And so we’ve found a lot in common. We’ll
have a continuing dialog. It’s in our interest
that in Government we find out ways that
we’ll be able to work to make sure that this
industry is as vibrant and solid as possible.
And so this is the beginning of a series of
discussions we’ll have—not only with me but
also with people in our Government. I really
do want to thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate you coming.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:03 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Participating in
the event were Alan Mulally, president and chief
executive officer, Ford Motor Co.; Thomas W.
LaSorda, chief executive officer and president,
Chrysler Group; and Rick Wagoner, chairman and
chief executive officer, General Motors Corp.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the New Leaders of the Republican
National Committee

November 14, 2006

I have just been meeting with the new
team that’s going to run the Republican Na-
tional Committee. I am so proud my friend
Mel Martinez, Senator from Florida, is going
to be the honorary [general]* chairman. My
friend Mike Duncan from Kentucky is going
to be the chairman. And Jo Ann Davidson
is going to be the cochairman.

I want to thank you all very much for
agreeing to serve our party. I do want to say
that Ken Mehlman did a whale of a job as
the chairman of the Republican Party. It's
been a joy working with you. I appreciate
the fact that you went to neighborhoods
where Republicans have never been to talk
to people about our message of ownership
and hope. And I wish you all the very best.

One of the things I like to tell my friends
about the Republican Party is that we're a
party that really believes in entrepreneurship
and small businesses and good-quality edu-
cation and accountability. And Mel Martinez
represents what I believe our party stands

* White House correction.
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for, and that is, his parents put him on a plane
to come to the United States from Cuba be-
cause they love freedom. That was Mel’s first
taste for the beauty of liberty and freedom.
And he worked hard, started with little, and
ended up being here, the United States Sen-
ator from Florida and the honorary chairman
of our party. He’s going to be an excellent
spokesman for the Republican Party. He'll
be a person who'll be able to carry our mes-
sage as we go into an important year in 2008.

And Duncan has been involved with grass-
roots politics for a long period of time. He
comes from a Democrat State that is now
a Republican State because he understands
that you win votes by organizing and turning
out the vote. And of course, Jo Ann has been
around our party for years. And she brings
a lot of stability and a lot of common sense.

And so I do want to thank you three. I'm
looking forward to working with you. I'm
looking forward to reminding the people that
we've got plans to keep the country secure
and keep our prosperity strong. And once
again, I want to thank you for your service.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Malaysia-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters

November 14, 2006

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty between the United
States of America and Malaysia on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed
on July 28, 2006, at Kuala Lumpur. I transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
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