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Military Tribunals 

Q. Mr. President, did you discuss the issue 
of David Hicks at all with the Prime Min-
ister? And when do you think he might come 
to trial? 

President Bush. Yes, we did. The Prime 
Minister brought it up. He was pleased that 
I was able to sign the military tribunal bill— 
in other words, a way forward for somebody 
like Hicks to be able to get a day in court. 
And he was asking me, do I have a timetable 
in mind as to when Hicks’s trial will be com-
ing forth? I told him I didn’t, although we 
hope that Hicks is one of the early people 
that will have a day in court. 

Interestingly enough, as I understand, 
Hicks has lawyers that may be trying to ap-
peal certain aspects of the law we passed. 
If that’s the case, he’s having his day in court 
in an interesting way. But I believe Hicks 
deserves a trial and is going to get it. 

Thank you all very much. 

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you. 

Q. One more, do you feel generous, one 
more? 

President Bush. No, I’m not generous. 
It’s also hot out here, Gregory [David Greg-
ory, NBC News]. We’re in the sun; you’re 
not. [Laughter] 

Q. I don’t see you sweat. 

President Bush. That’s the problem; you 
might see me sweat. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Hanoi. In his remarks, he referred to 
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; President 
Nguyen Minh Triet and Prime Minister Nguyen 
Tan Dung of Vietnam; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, 
combatant commander, U.S. Central Command; 
President Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea; Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia; President Hu Jintao 
of China; Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan; 
and Australian citizen David M. Hicks, a detainee 
at the U.S. Naval Station in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Nguyen Minh Triet of 
Vietnam in Hanoi 

November 17, 2006 

Mr. President, thank you very much for 
your hospitality. Laura and I have been 
struck by the friendliness of the people of 
Vietnam. In our drive through this beautiful 
city, we were pleased to see thousands of 
your citizens with smiles on their faces. And 
we’re so grateful. 

I’ve been reading and studying about your 
country, and I have seen now firsthand the 
great vibrancy and the excitement that’s tak-
ing place in Vietnam. You’re like a young 
tiger, and I look forward to continuing to 
work to make sure our bilateral relations are 
close. And thank you for hosting APEC. And 
thank you for hosting a dinner for us tonight. 
We’re really looking forward to it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at the 
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Joint Statement by the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam and the United 
States of America 

November 17, 2006 

President Nguyen Minh Triet of the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam was pleased to 
welcome United States President George W. 
Bush to Vietnam. Looking back on the June 
2005 Joint Statement by President Bush and 
then Prime Minister Phan Van Khai, both 
leaders expressed satisfaction at the progress 
the bilateral relationship has made, resulting 
in a U.S.-Vietnam relationship today that is 
multi-faceted and forward looking. It encom-
passes significant and growing trade and eco-
nomic ties, an emerging military-to-military 
relationship, successful cooperation on 
health and development issues, growing cul-
tural and educational links, a commitment to 
resolving remaining issues stemming from 
the war, a shared interest in ensuring peace, 
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